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The Environment Centre NT acknowledges Traditional Owners
throughout the Territory and Australia. The Environment
Centre NT’s office is on Larrakia Land.

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners, The Larrakia people, on whose land we meet, live
and work. We pay our respects to their elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge
Australia’s First Nations were self-governing in accordance with their traditional laws and
customs, and they never ceded sovereignty of their lands, seas and waters

Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners



The Environment Centre NT is the peak community environment sector organisation in the Northern
Territory, Australia. The Environment Centre NT and predecessor organisations have been working to
protect the environment since 1983.
 
 

About Us
Who we are

Our mission

Our values

How do we Work
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The Environment Centre NT works to:
 

 Commitment to protecting nature, living sustainably and creating a safe climate;
 Passion and determination;
Support for the power of communities and individuals to drive change;
 Independence from governments, political parties, business & industry, and donors;
 Support for the rights and aspirations of the Territory’s Indigenous peoples to sustainable development;
 Compassion and respect in dealing with others; and,
 Professional advocacy and projects informed by science and Traditional Ecological Knowledge.

The Environment Centre NT works by:
 
Advocating for the improvement of environmental policies and performance of governments,
landholders, business and industry;
Campaigning for pro-environment policy and funding commitments from all parties and candidates
during election campaigns,
Partnering on projects and campaigns with conservation and climate organisations, governments,
Indigenous organisations, community groups, businesses, and landholders;
Raising community, government, business and industry awareness about environmental issues and
assisting people to reduce their environmental impact;
Supporting community members to participate in decision making processes and action;
Recognising the rights, aspirations, responsibilities and knowledge of the Territory’s Indigenous
peoples; and,
Acknowledging that environmental issues have a social dimension.

The Environment Centre NT achieves its mission through our

Protect and restore biodiversity, ecosystems and ecological processes,
Foster sustainable living and development; and,
Cut greenhouse gas emissions and build renewable energy capacity.
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Convenor's message 
November, when we report to our supporters is the ‘Build Up’ and this weather is an apt reminder of the power and
intensity of our environment and the challenges it brings. The challenges are local and literally in our backyards
with choices to be made about our use of plastic, transport and energy. More broadly the challenges are mounting
against the NT’s flora, fauna and the natural resources of the coast, savanna and desert. And the challenges are
global with climate change at the forefront of many people’s minds.
 
The problems are complex and defy simple solutions. Have you tried to find a brand of toothpaste that’s not cased
in single-use plastic? The approvals keep coming for mining ventures with flimsy and inadequate plans for waste
storage, and there’s a ‘green’ light for fracking despite the clear lack of social licence. And governments continue
to show strong support for extracting fossil fuels.
 
The ECNT is powered by different energy; it’s the people like you. This Annual Report is a summary of the
difference we’ve made this year, and it’s significant.
 
ECNT has been at the forefront as an organiser and as a strong voice in public enquiries, marches, petitions,
workshops, social media, print, radio, meetings, reviews and consultations.
 
The Management Committee members are engaged with the work of the Centre and diligent in carrying out their
duties and responsibilities. It’s a pleasure to be part of a Committee that is courageous in seeking to achieve the
purpose of the organisation. The decision to take legal action to challenge the clearing of 20,432 hectares on
Maryfield Station near the Roper River is an example of this commitment.
 
The ECNT has 1.8FTE paid staff members. Shar Molloy is the Director and Pedro Najera is the Community Action
Officer. The Centre has been very well served and represented by these two passionate people.  Many of you will
have seen Shar and Pedro in action at community events like the Sea Breeze Festival, Bill McKibben’s 350.org live-
streamed event and Sustainable House Day.  We are also very fortunate to have the services of a wonderful,
professional bookkeeper, Sharon Curran who comes to the office regularly to set up all our payments. 
This year the ECNT has benefitted from the skills and dedication of many volunteers. Some are regulars on our
community information stalls and others like the Archiving Group and researchers do valuable work behind the
scenes.
 
The ECNT has strengthened a number of important alliances. We’ve worked closely with national environmental
organisations, local and fledgling groups to pool our expertise and increase our reach and influence. Elsewhere in
this report you will find a list of these organisations.
 
We have successfully applied for grants to do a number of community-based projects. Notably Waste Free NT
(which is auspiced by the ECNT) won a grant from the City of Darwin to set up a mobile washing station so market-
goers can use durable crockery and cutlery and avoid single-use plastics.
 
Generous donors have supported our appeals and an increasing number give a monthly amount in our Territory
Guardian program. These donations increase our capacity to do environmental advocacy outside of the
constraints of government funding. Strenuously opposing hydraulic fracking is just one such campaign.
 
The ECNT is fortunate to have attracted several substantial grants from philanthropic bodies. Our local knowledge
and presence means we can do work that is best done on the ground. One such project we are currently working
on is ‘Repower NT – Renewables at the Centre of the NT Economy’, a report being researched and written by
Beyond Zero Emissions. This is partly being funded from a grant ECNT received from the Melliodora Fund.
 
Our plans for the coming financial year include building our people power. We want to ensure our elected
representatives do indeed represent us. Look out for opportunities to add your voice or your time or money to
meet the environmental challenges head on and find long-term sustainable solutions. These solutions will ensure
the Territory remains the unique, environmentally rich place we value so highly.

3



6

The Environment Centre NT (ECNT) has gone from strength to strength this year as we consolidate our
organisation after the funding losses experienced in previous years. Over the past year we have increased our
community engagement, advocacy and campaign efforts and obtained funding to re-establish COOLmob. We
continue to focus on our mission of protecting and restoring nature, reducing greenhouse gas emissions whilst
increasing renewable energy capacity and building sustainable community. 
 
As part of protecting nature and contributing to a safe climate we focused on contributing to the Inquiry into
Hydraulic Fracturing which dominated the last half of 2017 and into 2018. ECNT advocated for a ban on
fracking based on the threats to our water, impacts on our landscape and biodiversity and unacceptable
greenhouse gas emissions. We were incredibly disappointed that the Panel chose to ignore many groups
advocating for the moratorium on fracking to be maintained until baseline and Strategic Regional Environmental
Baseline Assessment (SREBA) assessments were completed. This would at a minimum identify no-go zones
and contribute to better understanding of the impacts on biodiversity, water systems and methane emissions
from a fracking industry. We were further disappointed that the NT Government decided to lift the moratorium
on fracking with the implementation of only 31 of the 135 recommendations made by the Panel. ECNT will
continue to advocate for a ban on fracking, thorough implementation of all 135 recommendations and
collaborate with making the Northern Territory frack free as part of the Protect Country Alliance.
 
In furthering our mission to ensure a safe climate, ECNT is advocating for an NT climate policy that includes a
net zero emissions by 2050 target, with legislated interim targets during each political cycle. We are also
advocating for policies to develop climate resilient communities in the NT. It is with this mission in mind and to
protect nature, that we chose to challenge the land clearing approval for Maryfield Station in the Supreme Court.
Stay tuned for an interesting couple of days in court, coming up in early December 2018. It is from contributions
made by Territory Guardians and philanthropic donations that we have a capacity to run campaigns. Be assured
your contribution is meaningful and makes a difference.
 
Other challenging news through the year was the announcement from the NT EPA to recommend the approval
of the continued operation of the McArthur River Mine. We are particularly concerned with their assessment that
closure and rehabilitation options do not need to be considered now and that “improved technologies and more
appropriate solutions will emerge over time”. The decision to defer dealing with complex mine closure
problems, effectively passes the buck (millions, possibly over a billion dollars) to future governments and
generations to deal with.
 
It is decisions like the above and the ongoing pressure to ‘develop the north’ that make it imperative for us all
to engage in the environmental regulatory reform process that is occurring at present. We need to ensure we
have the best possible environmental outcomes for legislation that may serve us for twenty to thirty years. 
These challenging times mean that small organisations like us need to collaborate with other aligned
organisations to be effective. We would like to acknowledge the ongoing support of Arid Lands Environment
Centre and the Environmental Defenders Office NT. Our organisations are responding to a significant amount of
consultations, policy submissions, development proposals and supporting community engagement. Our
collaboration means we can accomplish way beyond the limited capacities of our individual organisations.
 
It is also with the support of our committed staff and volunteers that we have been able to present numerous
events that educate, engage and inspire our community to positive action. These include the Seabreeze Ripple
Effect, Sustainable House Day and the Transitions Film Festival. Another highlight for ECNT was spending
time on Seven Emu Station at the invite of Frank Shadforth. The result of the time spent on this magnificent
Garawa country is the documentary 'Sugarbag Blues'.
 
As we move into 2019 we are excited to be partly funding research by Beyond Zero Emissions. A plan is being
developed to ‘Repower the NT, with Renewables at the centre of the NT Economy’. We also welcome the ban
on single use plastics by the City of Darwin in the new year.
 
Despite being greeted daily by more and more distressing news about the decline in our environment and
climate, we continue to hold to a vision that values care, connection and respect. Thank you also for holding
this vision.

Director's Message
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The idea to create this  guide was the brainchild of Stuart Blanch, ECNT Director in 2012. Over the following
five years it grew into a huge project finishing as a comprehensive field guide to over 700 species in a
beautiful almost 500 pages book – with every page featuring photos and unlikely facts, thanks to the
inspiration and passion of writer and editor, Lindley McKay. The publication was made possible by
partnerships with a range of organisations including Kakadu National Park, NT Field Naturalists, the City of
Darwin,the Museum and Art Gallery of the NT (MAGNT) and, generous donations of beautiful photos by
supporters. The book was launched in September 2017 and has been widely praised.

A Guide to Wildlife and
protected areas of the Top End

  Highlights of past year 
 

Aug
2017

 

Sep
2017

 

The school teacher at Warrawi wrote to tell us that  ‘That book is
amazing! I’ve used it in class with the kids - we have seen
brolgas, red-winged parrots, eastern koels and more!’

 
We have given around 100 copies to supporters who helped make the publication possible. By the end of
June 2018 we had covered the cost of printing with the sales of nearly 400 books. 

Sustainable House Day 2017

Sustainable House Day (SHD) made a comeback to Darwin’s sustainable living calendar in August 2017. SHD
is the only event in Darwin that shows the public practical ways that they can be more sustainable in their
homes in the Top End.
 
The event was hosted by COOLmob and saw more than 350 people making 637 visits to five inspiring and
beautiful homes. The homes showcased passively cooled design and energy efficiency features, edible/native
gardens, backyard chickens and bees and solar energy systems.
 
Homes also featured engaging and informative talks from sustainability experts on the topics of tropical
architectural design, food plants and native plants in domestic gardens, and residential solar in the NT.
Sustainable House Day proved successful in providing visitors with useful advice and ideas, and helping
people feel empowered to make their homes more sustainable and suited to a tropical climate. There were
many positive comments about the day including ‘I loved the selection of houses and speakers, they were all
very inspiring. I have gained many ideas for my garden and future additions to make my living more
sustainable’.
.
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  Highlights of past year 
 

Feb
2018

 

May
2018

 

In May 2018, ECNT partnered with 350.org Australia to bring together a local audience for a live
web event with 350.org founder Bill McKibben. Bill, who is a global climate activist leader, inspired
everyone with his talk at the CDU Waterfront.  Local speakers such as Darwin-born and raised Ellin
Lede, PhD Researcher at the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research in the UK described how
the NT’s policy choices are contributing to greenhouse gas emissions now and into the future. This
event was a catalyst for the ‘Rise for Climate March’ that followed in September 2018.
 

Parap Market Waste Audit

After Waste Free NT (WFNT) formed in late 2017 one of their first missions was to collect data. An
audit of the Parap Saturday Market was conducted on 25 February 2018. Fifteen volunteers came
together to analyse over a tonne of market waste.
 
Some data from Parap waste audit: 

 
ECNT continued its community engagement events in May 2018 by organising and facilitating the
‘Ripple Effect’ program during the ‘Day on the Foreshore’ part of the Nightcliff Seabreeze Festival.
ECNT’s program of ideas and information was designed to inspire and 'ripple' out to our
community. The presentations and discussions included urban sustainability, waste reduction,
sustainability innovation and ecosystem protection. The audience loved hearing how to grow
tropical superfoods and learning about the movements of marine turtles in the Gulf of Carpentaria.
The sessions about bees, from The Bee Man and urban wildlife from Darwin Wildlife Sanctuary,
with wild guests, were popular. ECNT’s panel discussion on ‘Sustainability, Innovation and
Entrepreneurship in the NT’ was lively and thought-provoking. The Program ended with the
showing of the inspiring and heartfelt film ‘Water is Life’, a documentary about the Aboriginal
communities fighting against fracking in the NT.
 

May
2018

 

Accelerate Climate Action

Seabreeze – RIPPLE Effect

The amount of general waste collected at the Parap Market was 1105.67 Kilos. 
The ‘break-down of the waste was: 22% plastic, 15% paper, 1% glass, 3% metal, 0.4% wood
and 54% organic.
The main component of the general waste stream was organic material that could be diverted
from landfill using a compost system. 

9
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  Highlights of past year 
 

Jun
2018

 

June
2018

 

Transitions Film Festival 2018
 
This year with the support of the NT Government and Inspired NT, the Transitions Film Festival (TFF)
was held over seven days, with five venues across Darwin and Katherine. ECNT showed six engaging
documentaries and two NT short films the support of the Darwin and Katherine communities was
inspiring and heartening.
 
Our opening night was on Friday 15th June at the Territory Wildlife Park, where we presented the
documentary ‘The Last Animals’ preceded by the premiere of the NT short film ‘Sugarbag Blues’.
Attendees had the opportunity to enjoy the films, drinks, and food. It was also a great chance to learn
more about the important work that the Territory Wildlife Park does.
 
 This splendid beginning led nicely into the second day at the Nightcliff foreshore. Over 150 people
watched the documentary ‘Albatross’. Michelle Harle from Waste Free NT and Nick Fewster from
Conservation Volunteers Australia joined this event to talk about how plastic pollution is damaging our
planet and what can be done about it. On Sunday there were relaxed sessions at the Museum and Art
Gallery NT, showing the documentaries ‘Living the Change’ and ‘Unseen Enemy’.
 
 Monday evening at the Deckchair began with an informative and enlightening conversation as part of
the Science@Sunset program. Industry, scientists, recreational fishers and environmentalists
discussed the threats to the NT’s marine environment and ways to counter these challenges. This was
followed by the powerful documentary 'Chasing Coral'. Voted as one of the all-time top 3 Climate
Change movies (it is worth checking out on Netflix if you missed this showing). Tuesday’s Deckchair
sessions presented the NT short film ‘Water is Life’ and the documentary ‘Unfractured’.
 
 TFF visited Katherine for the first time on Saturday 23 June and screened the documentaries
‘Albatross and ‘Unseen Enemy’. On Sunday 24 June, ECNT presented ‘Chasing Coral’ and ‘Unfractured’.
It was great to engage the Katherine community and generate conversations on important
environmental issues.
 
 The ECNT would like to acknowledge and express its gratitude to the sponsors, the NT Government
and Inspired NT who made this festival possible.
 

COOLmob is a long-running ECNT program which, helps householders live more sustainably, with a
strong focus on education and reducing energy consumption. COOLmob began as a small scheme
in 2009 and was transformed in 2014 through the Federal Government funding of the three-year Low
Income Energy Efficiency Project (LIEEP) which helped households reduce their energy use.
 
The successful LIEEP project assisted the ECNT to obtain another Energy Efficiency Education grant
in 2018 from the NT Government, as part of its Roadmap to Renewables Strategy. This project runs
until end of June 2019 and includes a primary school curriculum unit on energy efficiency, free home
energy audits to low income earners as well as community engagement and education via an online
presence, and free workshops and stalls at local events and markets.

COOLmob

‘The COOLmob Energy Efficiency Project is
proudly sponsored by the Northern Territory
Government’

Darwin’s community, schools, and businesses recognise the COOLmob brand and associate it
positively with the ECNT, sustainable living, education and advocacy. COOLmob is hopeful of further
developing its reach and reputation and securing on-going funding for this important work.  One such
opportunity is to offer commercial energy and waste audits to small, medium and large businesses.

12
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Darwin community members are proud of their tropical market culture and want to ensure sustainability for the
future benefit of all Territorians. The Environment Centre NT and Plastic Free Action Group Darwin have come
together to support a project which is aimed at reducing the use of plastic at Darwin markets. They met for the
first time on the 12th of October 2017 to discuss community support and strategic direction to achieve this
objective. As a result of this meeting Waste Free NT (WFNT) was created.
 
The next step was to conduct an audit of the Parap Saturday Market waste on 25 February 2018. Fifteen
volunteers come together and a total of 1105.67 kilos of waste was collected and sorted into defined categories,  
net weight determined for each category.
 
With a baseline data, WFNT started a campaign to encourage people to bring their own containers to the market
and to minimise their landfill through education, events and projects by holding regular stalls at markets and
other community events.
 
One successful example, is the ECNT in partnership with Seabreeze Festival and Lakeside Community Garden.
The WasteWiseSeabreeze project saw 40% of the waste produced, diverted from landfill and 194 kilos
composted. Vendors were required to use compostable packaging and Waste Educators were highly effective at
the bin stations.
 
This successful event was one of the inspirations for the City of Darwin to ban the single-use plastic.
Overarching all of this is the education of the community, the awareness of the current local and global problems
caused by landfill waste and the effects that can be seen when alternatives are adopted.
 
 

Waste Free NT
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Deb Hall                          Convenor
Di Koser                          Treasurer
Dominic Nicholls           Public Officer
Glen Ewers                     Secretary 
Lloyd Beck                     General committee member
Max Atkinson                General committee member
Meghann Everett          General committee member
Michael Fonda              General committee member
Robby McKenzie           General committee member
 
 
 
 
 
 

ECNT Management Committee 2017-18

Our People



 
 
Shar Molloy           Director
Pedro Najera         Community Action Officer
Celina Padilha       Sustainability Officer (volunteer)
Sharon Curran       Bookkeeper (contractor)
 
 
 

Staff during 2017-2018
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Our People



2019

 
 
 
The Environment Centre NT relies on the commitment and goodwill of our wonderful volunteers.
Thanks to all our volunteers who help us to deliver our events, projects and campaigns such as the Transition
Film Festival 2018, Sustainable House Day 2017, Beach clean ups and Accelerate Climate Action.
We will continue working to improve our volunteer operations, making attractive options to volunteer in ways
that are meaningful but easy, fun and socially engaging in the Darwin community.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Volunteers

Our People
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Environmental Defenders Office (NT) Inc
Arid Lands Environment Centre
The Planning Action Network Inc (PLan)
Climate Action Darwin
Waste Free NT
Australian Marine Conservation Society
PEW Charitable Trusts
Keep Top End Coasts Healthy
Lakeside Drive Community Garden
Conservation Volunteers Australia
Charles Darwin University
Inspiring Australia (Inspired NT)
Lock the Gate Alliance
Frack Free NT
Northern Territory Government
City of Darwin
Landcare NT
Territory Natural Resource Management
Australian Conservation Foundation
Lenko Family Trust
Beyond Zero Emissions
Deckchair Cinema
The NT General Store
Greenies Real Food
Lucky Bat
Country Solar
READBACK Aboriginal Art Northern Territory
The Top End Native Plant Society
Darwin Wildlife Sanctuary
Gamba Grass Roots
Northern Territory Council of Social Service (NTCOSS)
Growing and Understanding Local produce in the NT ( GULP NT)
Smart Energy NT
Seed Indigenous Youth Climate Network
Seven Emu Station
The Wilderness Society
Clean Living In The Tropics
Original Power
Territory Wildlife Park
Off The Leash
Beachfront Hotel
Transitions Film Festival
The Alternative Technology Association
Eleven Wentworth chambers
John Toohey chambers

Supporters and Partners

 
 
 
Power & Water – Customer Advisory Council;
Darwin Harbour Advisory Committee, including Darwin Harbour Strategy sub-committee
Coastal and Marine Management Strategy – with Australian Marine Conservation Society
Alligator River’s Region Advisory Committee
Alligator River’s Region Technical Committee – Represented by Dr Gavin Mudd
Coastal Line Fishery Management Advisory Committee and Mud Crab Fishery
 

Committees where ECNT is represented
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The Environment Centre NT is supported by the NT Government to provide policy submissions and advice.
ECNT takes the responsibility of being a voice for the NT Environment seriously and seeks to provide well-
researched and thought-provoking submissions. The ECNT also supports community members to participate i
decision-making processes, consultations and policy submissions.
 
 
ECNT has made the following contributions to Consultations
 

Tax Deductible Gift Recipient Status Review - Federal Government Review - written submission
NAIF Senate Inquiry - joint written submission and co-presented at hearing
Project Sea Dragon Gunn Point Hatchery - Submission regarding referral under the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act and Development Consent Authority - written submissions and hearing
presentations.  
Roper River Iron Ore Project - Terms of Reference, written submission.
Pastoral Land Legislation Bill written submission plus co-presented to Economics Scrutiny hearing
Submission to Pastoral Land Board re Land clearing on Flying Fox Station and Tanumbirini Station
Review, reframe, renew’ planning - written submission 
‘Vibrant Futures’ planning review - written Submission
Lee Point Defence Housing Environmental Impact Assessment – written submission
Ranger Mine Closure Plan – written response
Inquiry into Hydraulic Fracturing – Interim and Final report written response and presentation to hearing
Territory Wide Logistics Master Plan – Joint written submission with ALEC
Project Sea Dragon, Grants Lithium Mine, Roper River Iron Ore Project, RSL Cenotaph Project, Landbridge
Darwin Luxury Hotel, Gunn Point Roads, Ferry Infrastructure – In person consultations
Chain of Responsibility Legislation - working group.  
Territory Natural Resource Management Conference - Presentation at Gamba Grass Forum
PFAS community forums
Vibrant Communities Planning – In person consultation
Territory Natural Resource Management Strategy Plan Review – Group Forum

 Contributions to Policy
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The ECNT thanks its generous donors whose support increases the Centre’s capacity to achieve its Purpose
through campaign and project work all year round. The ECNT’s grant from the NT Government is for policy
work, which excludes speaking out on some of the important issues that threaten the NT’s environment.
In 2017 the options for financially supporting the ECNT were extended with the establishment of a monthly giving
program called Territory Guardians. By the end of the 2017-18 financial year 16 people had signed up for this
program. In 2018-19 we plan to build this program even more.
 
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.
 
 
In 2017-18 the ECNT received significant financial support from philanthropic donors including
 
- Melliodora Fund – Australian Communities Foundation
- Purves Environmental Fund
- Mullum Trust
  
Donations to the ECNT have:
 
-Contributed to the Beyond Zero Emissions research and report ‘Repower the NT – Renewables at the centre of
the NT Economy’
-   Supported the ECNT’s legal action against the permit to clear 20,432 ha of native vegetation on Maryfield
Station
- Our fracking and climate change campaigns supported the work of Climate Action Darwin
- Contributed to Waste Free NT’s activities such as the waste audit at Parap Markets and the submission to
establish a trailer-based washing station at the markets.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donors
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Climate Change

The Year Ahead

 
In the coming year, ECNT will continue to prioritise action on climate change in the areas of policy, advocacy and
campaigning.   The risks and threats from climate damage to the Northern Territory are significant and
potentially severe and go to the heart of what ECNT aims to protect. The impacts, which we are experiencing
already, and are predicted to escalate include;
 

Increases in extreme heat days;
An increase in the intensity of tropical cyclones;
Continued dieback of mangroves;
Saltwater inundation into the NT’s fresh water ecosystems;
Increased sea water temperatures with fish migrating south and threatening marine ecosystems;
Sea level rise, impacting vital infrastructure and homes.

To support a net zero emissions by 2050 target and seize on the opportunities associated with decarbonising
the economy, ECNT is partly funding a report from Beyond Zero Emissions demonstrating the business case for
‘Repower NT – Renewables at the centre of the NT Economy’. This anticipated research is due to be presented
in 2019 and will demonstrate how renewables can support economic hubs, and export industries, powered by
renewables.  Given the choice, Territorians will stand for an economic vision that supports a safe climate,
protection of nature and culture rather than contributing further to climate damage.

 
 
There is a significant risk to the systems that Territorians rely on for food, water and livelihoods.  We note that
the most marginalised and vulnerable members of our community, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people, are often the least responsible for ecological risks and threats but are the most affected by their
emergence.
 
As we write this annual report, the Northern Territory Government has its ‘Climate Action Discussion Paper’ open
for comments. ECNT will advocate for the following:

A legislated, science-based emissions reduction target of net zero by 2050. This will include interim
targets within election cycles and sector-specific targets.
Establish the NT as a world-leading research and development hub for renewable energy technology,
climate resilient and sustainable design, carbon farming and tropical health and resilience. Recognising
this knowledge will be highly demanded from our Northern neighbours, also facing significant impacts
from climate change.
Recognise that continued research, development and investment in new gas capacity often displaces
new wind and solar rather than old coal. Debunking the myth that gas is a ‘transition fuel’.
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Protect Country Alliance

The Protect Country Alliance has formed to push forward on issues arising from the Gunner government’s
cavalier attitude to fracking and the federal government’s bullying and irrational position on climate change.
The Alliance brings a number of environmental groups and indigenous and community organisations together
to make it clear to politicians that fracking is an unacceptable risk to the NT environment and economy. The
Alliance also brings forward the voices of those communities on the front line of imminent fracking gasfield
threats, from Katherine to Elliot to Borroloola and beyond.  (See protectcountrynt.org.au for details)
 
The Alliance had its Darwin launch at the Saltwater Café at the Museum on November 8th where around 100
Territorians turned out to show their support. The Alliance is working on several key fronts and are looking for all
the community support we can muster to help the community understand the implications of fracking and to put
pressure on politicians to make sure we do not wreck the NT environment with dangerous and unnecessary
action like fracking.
 
The Protect Country Alliance brings a number of environmental groups and indigenous and community
organisations together to make it clear to politicians that fracking is an unacceptable risk to the NT environment
and economy. The Alliance also brings forward the voices of those communities on the front line of imminent
fracking gasfield threats, from Katherine to Elliot to Borroloola and beyond. 
 
We will also be a strong voice in the media reminding elected members and the community that 
“For a significant majority of the people participating… the overwhelming consensus was that hydraulic fracturing
for onshore shale gas in the NT is not safe, is not trusted and is not wanted.” (Pepper Inquiry)
 
The NT Government has ignored this and caved in to the vested interests and we are about reminding them who
they are actually supposed to represent. Ballot box backlashes against politicians who ignore their constituents
was clearly demonstrated by the demise of the Giles government.  The Gunner government is showing some
similar tendencies.  
 
Over the coming year the Alliance is working on several key fronts including overwatch on some of the work on
the big unknowns from the Pepper report, like water and we will continue to advocate the communities concerns
at the risks to the integrity of our aquifers and water ways in the NT.

The Year Ahead

Graeme Sawyer
Here in lies one of the biggest concerns. The Pepper Inquiry concluded that “there is insufficient information to
permit a full assessment of the risks to groundwater resources from any shale gas industry established in the
Beetaloo Sub-basin. Accordingly, the Panel has recommended that a strategic regional environmental and
baseline assessment (SREBA) be undertaken to provide more detailed information on the groundwater
resources before any further production approvals are granted for any onshore shale gas activities”. This
process will take several years to do at a basic level and raises the question how can the government approve
exploration fracking and how can they plan to proceed before this SREBA is done? 
 
We will continue to advocate for an NT economy centred on renewable energy sources not gas and especially
not fracked gas.  We will work to hold governments accountable and seek answers to the myriad of questions
that still sit at the heart of community concerns.
 
The latest IPCC report indicating that we have already reached 1.0 degree of warming and are likely to get to
1.5 between 2030 and 2050.  This has raised alarm in the community to new levels and increased the demands
for climate action. 1.5 degrees, but don’t think of it as 1.5 degrees, think of it as losing 70-90% of coral reefs
sometime between now and 30 years time!
 
The Carbon Dioxide changes in the atmosphere, which have passed 400 parts per million and continue to rise,
are as Bill McKibben puts it a matter of physics, which means that compromise and trade- off don’t work.
Lobbying physics is useless; it just keeps on doing what it does. This is where it is so important to understand
that it doesn’t matter whether the carbon comes from coal or gas, it needs to to be dramatically reduced.  To
put this in context, the CO2e in the gas reserves in the Beetaloo basin were calculated by the Australia institute
to be approximate to building 50 new coal fired power stations in Australia and operating them for 40 years. 
 This is what Michael Gunner is in effect saying when he says gas fracking can proceed.
 
Please join us as we focus on forcing government and industry to be accountable to the community and to
become open and transparent about the risks their actions bring and their strategies for dealing with those
risks.  Please join us and add your voice to the community concerns and your energy and resources into this
alarming issue.
 
Groups all over the country are collaborating to turn the 2019 federal election into the Climate election. Perhaps
once that is over the NT government will understand that fracking the Beetaloo is not an option. The decision on
fracking will be perhaps the defining moment in the NT’s over 65000+ year human history. 2019 will be a
challenging year.

1



Getting on top of gamba grass in 2019

The Environment Centre NT has partnered with Pew Charitable Trusts as part of the Gamba Grass Roots
community campaign. Over the course of this year we have launched a short film to tell the stories of people on
the frontline of this dangerous weed threatening lives, property and landscapes. Recently, the campaign
published a report Counting The Cost – The Economic Impacts of Gamba Grass in The Northern Territory
highlighting just how much gamba is costing the NT budget, and the risk is poses to jobs in tourism and the
carbon sector.
 
Over the coming year the campaign will be increasing its activities, particularly in the rural area by engaging
with local communities and calling on decision-makers to increase investment in gamba grass control and
stopping its spread before it’s too late. Gamba grass is a significant risk to our Top End environment, and a
threat we need to take seriously. We can get on top of it – if we work together and ensure everybody is doing
their part. You can find out more and take action at www.gambagrassroots.org.au
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Coastal and Marine Management Strategy

Together with Pew Charitable Trusts and the Australian Marine Conservation Society, the Environment Centre
NT is part of the Keep Top End Coasts Healthy (KTECH) alliance. This year KTECH significantly grew its
community supporter base, hosted events such as that at with Territory Wildlife Park and the TNRM
Conference, produced key reports like the Economic Values of the Northern Territory Marine and Coastal
Environments, celebrated the extension of the Seabed mining moratorium, generated more than 500 online
submission and 2200 postcards to the Gunner Government commenting on the draft Coastal and Marine
Management Strategy, and continued community outreach alongside Ambassador Paul Arnold. With the
Coastal Strategy expected to be released any day, it is great to see this 10-year plan to manage and protect Top
End coasts coming to fruition. We will continue to work with the community, stakeholders, Traditional Owners
and the government to ensure it delivers what the Territory needs throughout 2019. Limmen Bight Marine Park
plan of management is also being developed in 2019. We will be campaigning to ensure that it this special
place can continue to be enjoyed by Territorians and it's cultural and natural values protected from two big
mining proposals in its catchment.
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Quotes from Landmark case challenges land clearing based on climate change impact, The Guardian, 9 March 2018 Article by
Michael Slezak.
 

Court, Clearing and Climate
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In November 2017 North Star Pastoral was given permission to clear 20,432 ha of Maryfield Station, 200km
south of Katherine.
 
This is the largest permit for clearing ever issued in the NT.
In a ‘landmark’ court case the ECNT, with help from the Environment Defenders Office NT is set to challenge
the assessment of the impact on climate change that would occur as a direct result of the clearing. This is
the first time that consideration of greenhouse gas emissions from clearing will be used to seek to have an
approval overturned.
 
The application was referred to the NT Environmental Protection Agency (NTEPA) whose role it is to decide
whether a full environmental assessment is required.
 
The NTEPA concluded that the action was “likely to make a considerable contribution to the NT’s annual
greenhouse gas emissions”, but that it would not have a “significant impact” on the environment. Their
reasoning was that the NT Government does not have a policy on the matter. The NTEPA also decided that a
full environmental assessment was not needed.
 
The NTEPA approved the application, with a number of conditions relating to biodiversity. The Pastoral
Lands Board then approved the clearing, but ignored some of these conditions.
 
Given the scale of the clearing, EDO NT principal lawyer Gillian Duggin said “it is of substantial public interest
for the court to explore the errors we say exist in their decision making processes”.
 
“The decisions challenged by this case have drawn attention to the significant weaknesses in the current
legal and policy frameworks for land clearing and climate change in the Northern Territory – this is a major
concern for our client,” Duggin said.
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Donors

A small NGO like ours needs to have effective financial management, financial planning and financial reporting
systems and I am very pleased that our staff; our contract bookkeeper Sharon Curran; and the ECNT
Management Committee have together worked to ensure we have these.
 
These systems support our capacity to make informed short-term and longer-term decisions about what we do
so we can continue to provide policy advice to governments, to engage with other non-government
organisations, to provide community education, to advocate for better environmental protection and
management across the NT and - importantly - to identify new opportunities.
 
 Firstly, I am very pleased that the Auditor, Merit Partners (a highly respected local firm) in its independent
report to members only had the usual qualification of not being able to give an opinion on any income that may
not have been entered into accounting records. Those of you who are familiar with NGO audits will know that
this is pretty much a standard qualification by auditors.
 
Turning to the Profit and Loss Statement
 
In summary, the Profit & Loss Statement shows a loss of $36,503 for the year.  This was expected as we had
budgeted for such a result from the beginning of the year knowing we had adequate funds in reserve. We knew
we would be able to pay creditors as and when debts became due.
 
The Management Committee in consultation with Shar agreed to broadly continue with our proposed planned
activities and to continue to increase funds from other revenue streams – sales of merchandise and rental, other
grants, and fundraising with supporters.
 
We were always aware that the $100,000 grant from the NT Government would only cover policy work of one
staff member. Additional costs, such as rent, power, insurance and other wages would have to be covered by us
…with the help of supporters and members.
 
Although the Wildlife book has sold very well, we did predict higher sales than we achieved, but as you can see
in other areas we have made extra income, such as admin fees from grants and sub leasing a second office.
We are on track to make a small profit in the coming year.

Treasurer's Message
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The Environment Centre NT is the peak community environment sector organisation in the Northern
Territory, Australia. The Environment Centre NT and predecessor organisations have been working to
protect the environment since 1983.
 
 

About Us
Who we are

Our mission

Our values

How do we Work

The Environment Centre NT works to
·
- Protect and restore biodiversity, ecosystems and ecological processes,
- Foster sustainable living and development; and,
- Cut greenhouse gas emissions and build renewable energy capacity.
 

The Environment Centre NT achieves its mission through our:
 
- Commitment to protecting nature, living sustainably and creating a safe climate;
- Passion and determination;
-Support for the power of communities and individuals to drive change;
- Independence from governments, political parties, business & industry, and donors;
- Support for the rights and aspirations of the Territory’s Indigenous peoples to sustainable development;
- Compassion and respect in dealing with others; and,
- Professional advocacy and projects informed by science and Traditional Ecological Knowledge.
 
 

The Environment Centre NT works by
 
- Advocating for the improvement of environmental policies and performance of governments,
landholders, business and industry;
- Campaigning for pro-environment policy and funding commitments from all parties and candidates
during election campaigns,
- Partnering on projects and campaigns with conservation and climate organisations, governments,
Indigenous organisations, community groups, businesses, and landholders;
- Raising community, government, business and industry awareness about environmental issues and
assisting people to reduce their environmental impact;
- Supporting community members to participate in decision making processes and action;
recognising the rights, aspirations, responsibilities and knowledge of the Territory’s Indigenous peoples;
and,
- Acknowledging that environmental issues have a social dimension..
 
 




