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Purpose of the Environment Centre NT:

The Environment Centre NT is the peak community environment sector organisation in the Northern 
Territory, Australia. The Environment Centre NT has have been working to protect the environment since 
1983.

The Environment Centre NT works to:

• Prepare for, and reduce the impacts, of climate change, and encourage a shift to renewable energy.

• Protect and restore biodiversity, ecosystems and ecological processes.

• Foster sustainable communities through alliances, networks, advocacy and education.

The ECNT recognises and supports the rights, aspirations, responsibilities and knowledge of the 
Northern Territory’s Indigenous people, and encourages creative and evidence-based solutions to issues 
of community concern.
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By Debora Hall

This year the Environment Centre of the NT (ECNT) 
has re-emerged as a vibrant advocate for the 
Northern Territory’s environment. The Reports to 
this AGM are great testimonials about the work that 
is being done. 

In August 2016 Glenn Evans took on the job of 
Acting Executive Officer. Then in February 2017 
Shar Molloy became the Director of the ECNT and 
Pedro Najera started as the Community Action 
Officer. Our AGM is an opportunity to publicly thank 
them for the expertise, energy and passion they 
have put into their roles on a daily basis.  

In 2016/2017 the ECNT received the first $100 
000 of five years of funding from the Northern 
Territory Government. After several thin years 
without recurrent funding this money has been 
welcome. It has enabled the ECNT to employ staff on 
secure contracts. The ECNT’s government grant has 
been supplemented with generous donations from 
philanthropic trusts, organisations with common 
goals and the ECNT’s individual supporters.

These statements of purpose guide and determine 
our priorities.

The ECNT has launched Territory Guardians. This 
monthly giving program will provide ongoing funds 
to enable the ECNT to take on many more of the 
threats to the Territory’s environment. I encourage 
you to consider becoming a Territory Guardian.
The ECNT has reviewed its Strategic Plan and com-

mitted to: 
• Prepare for, and reduce the impacts of cli-
mate change, and encourage a shift to renewable en-
ergy.
• Protect and restore biodiversity, ecosys-
tems and ecological processes. 
• Foster sustainable communities through al-
liances, networks, advocacy and education. 

These statements of purpose guide and determine 
our priorities. 
The ECNT has taken up many opportunities to en-
gage with government and private interests who 
want to ‘develop’ the North. The common thread of 
these proposals is economic development. The ECNT 
does not reject economic development, but argues 
strenuously for a bottom line that takes in environ-
mental, social and cultural sustainability. If these 
plans proceed in their current form the Territory’s 
wild and rich environment will be sacrificed for 
short-term financial gain.  The powerful people who 
would like the Territory’s moratorium on fracking to 
be lifted exemplify this type of thinking.

In addition to members and individual supporters 
the ECNT has worked closely with a number of other 
organisations over the past year. Of special note is 
the Environment Defenders’ Office who have been 
an outstanding ally in the ECNT’s campaign work on 
important issues such as the Port Melville Marine 
Supply Base. 

From the Convenor
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The Management Committee of the ECNT has made 
a substantial contribution to the organisation’s 
good governance in 2016-17. Two members of the 
Committee deserve special mention. Di Koser, a Life 
Member of the ECNT and long-serving member of the 
Committee agreed to take on the role of Treasurer. 

Over the past year she has conscientiously applied 
herself to this important role including seeking out 
training and finding a book-keeper for the ECNT. 
The other person who has done an exceptional job is 
Dominic Nichols. He chaired a group of members who 
have reviewed the twenty-four year old Constitution. 
This was a big task and its completion is a significant 
achievement. 

Last week a friend told me that her nine year old had 
seen new-born Flat-back turtles make their way into 
Darwin Harbour. Fifteen years ago my daughter saw 
the same thing and she has never forgotten it. We have 
the absolute privilege of living in this place at this time. 
We also have a responsibility to other living beings 
and those who come after us. Let’s continue to stand 
up and be counted as ECNT members and as ECNT 
supporters. We do make a difference.
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By Shar Molloy

Dear members, supporters, donors and partners,

We are able to write this report in celebration and 
hope, due to your support of the Environment Centre 
NT (ECNT), through some of our most challenging 
times. This last financial year has been a renewal for 
us, going from just keeping the doors open with our 
Acting Director working part-time, to now having a 
permanent Director and a Community Action officer.

We are also able to employee a project officer and 
support a group of wonderful volunteers. A big thank 
you goes to the Management Committee who worked 
ongoingly through 2016 and 2017 to support the 
organisation’s renewal.  This enabled ECNT to be in 
the best possible state to allow the new incoming 
staff to get on with the important job of engaging the 
community, government and private sector about 
important environmental issues in the Top End.

With ‘policy funding’ being granted to ECNT by the 
NT Government, we were able to respond to the 
government and engage the community in many 
important reviews and submissions through 2017. 
This included a review of the Territory environmental 
regulations and environmental assessment laws, 
inquiry into hydraulic fracturing, the road map to 
renewables and the environmental impact assessment 
for McArthur River Mine. We continue to advocate for 
strong protection of our environment through all these 
ongoing reviews and implementation into 2018. 

A strong voice for the environment is also being heard 
through our representation on the Darwin Harbour 
Advisory Committee and Power and Water Customer 
Advisory Council. 

Through 2017, we have engaged the community in 
many important and inspiring events. This included 
co-sponsoring Tim Flannery’s appearance at the 
Seabreeze festival and hosting national events, 
including Transitions Film Festival and Sustainable 
House Day. We continue to support and co-run events 
and actions with Climate Action Darwin including a 
full house showing of the film ‘Before the Flood’ and 
advocating with incoming City of Darwin councillors, 
for strong climate action. 

As we move into 2018, we are leading a passionate 
and committed community project to reduce plastic 
waste at our Darwin Markets and advocating for a 
strong response to the growing problem of E-Waste.  
Waste Free NT is an alliance with ECNT, Arid Lands 
Environment Centre and various community groups 
including Plastic Free Darwin and Useless Plastic 
with an aim to have a coordinated effort to advocate 
for waste reduction initiatives at a Territory level. 
We continue to keep our COOLmob program alive, 
knowing that energy efficiency is an important part of 
the mixture to reducing our greenhouse gas emissions. 

From the Director
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With our reduced capacity from previous years, it is 
vital that we are part of effective collaborations and 
partnerships. 

ECNT has secured both upstairs units at 98 Wood 
street to enable likeminded organisations to be 
under the same roof to support collaborations and 
coordinated action. Currently Lock the Gate, Pew 
Trusts and Australian Marine Conservation Society 
(AMCS) are organisations that we closely work with. 

ECNT is part of Keep Top End Coast Healthy alliance 
with AMCS and Pew Trusts. We are working together 
to secure strong marine outcomes through the Coastal 
and Marine Management Strategy. We also advocate 
for development to be ecologically sustainable 
and preserve conservation values with our current 
attention on the Roper River, Gunn Peninsular and 
Glyde Point regions. 

With significant economic challenges being 
experienced within the Northern Territory, it is 
imperative that we maintain our loud voice calling 
for development that is sustainable and protects 
conservation values. Your support and involvement is 
vital to us maintaining our relevance and influence.  

Be involved! Become a member, join our monthly 
giving program and be a ‘Territory Guardian’. Consider 
leaving a living legacy through your will, become an 
ECNT volunteer or join one of our organisation working 
groups.  Follow us on social media and consider writing 

or meeting your local Member of Parliament to discuss 
the many environmental issues facing the NT. Our 
united voice and action truly make a difference and are 
needed to protect the places and community we care 
about.

Thank you again to all our members, supporters, 
donors and partners for working with us on our shared 
goals. 

Our office is located on Larrakia Country and we 
acknowledge the important work Larrakia Rangers do 
in managing land and sea in the Darwin region.
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After six years in the making, we launched ‘a guide to 
Wildlife and protected areas of the Top End’. A guide 
of over 700 common, interesting and iconic species to 
inspire connection and protection of our unique NT 
wildlife.  

Five years of policy funding from the NT Government 
secured 

Supported the visit of Professor Tim Flannery to 
Darwin in collaboration with Sea-breeze Festival

Advocated for strong protection of the NT 
environment and water during the inquiry into 
Hydraulic Fracturing.

Urged the NT Government to recognises that economic 
growth cannot occur in isolation from addressing the 
challenge of climate change and called for their 10 
year economic plan to foster a shift to a low carbon 
economy

Continued to work closely with Climate Action Darwin 
calling for a ‘net zero emissions by 2050’ target and 
strong and effective action to reach the target of 50% 
renewables by 2030.

As part of the Keep Top End Coasts Healthy alliance 
with Pew Trusts and Australian Marine Conservation 
Society, ensuring the unique cultural, conservation and 
lifestyle values of the Top End’s coasts and seas are 
secured through the Coastal and Marine Management 
Strategy. 

We stand with Traditional Owners of the Borroloola 
region to call for effective and immediate rehabilitation 
of the McArthur River mine ensuring the health and 
protection of their community and Country.  

COOLmob presented the Sustainable House Day 2017 
and provided research and education into reducing 
e-waste in the NT. 

Through community collaboration and support we 
have established the alliance ‘Waste Free NT’ with the 
first major project being to reduce single use plastic 
waste at our Darwin markets.

Our presence on the Darwin Harbour Advisory 
Committee and Power and Water Advisory Council 
where advocate for conservation outcomes and call 
for ecological sustainable principals to be upheld in 
development decisions. 

Our Successes at a Glance
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Protecting and Restoring Nature

With a new Labor government and the receipt of the 
policy funding, 2017 has been a year of responding 
to various government reviews, inquiries and 
development applications advocating for strong 
conservation outcomes and true ecological sustainable 
development. 

Our task is to raise awareness within the community 
of the value of the Top End’s biodiversity, ecosystems 
and ecological processes that support the unique and 
invaluable cultural, conservation and lifestyle values 
that we all love and treasure. Through information and 
education the community is then engaged to advocate 
for and protect these natural values now and for future 
generations.

We have an invaluable opportunity to contribute to 
lasting environmental outcomes through engaging 
in the Environmental Regulatory Reform process 
being undertaken by the NT Government. In these 
challenging economic times where there is intensified 
push to ‘develop’ the north, the community needs 
greater access to influencing the decisions and 
ensuring the environmental values of the Top End 
are protected. We will continue to engage in the 
regulatory reform process into 2018 and encourage 

our supporters and members to be engaged also.

Into 2018, we will be highlighting concerns of 
large scale deforestation of native vegetation and 
advocating for economic support for land owners to 
manage for conservation outcomes. 

We will also continue to campaign for conservation 
values to be protected in the Gunn Peninsular 
and Glyde Point areas in the face of proposed 
developments including a prawn farm hatchery, 
residential subdivision and possible port. We will 
maintain our call for a ban on fracking to protect our 
lands, waters, food production, tourism industry, 
communities and climate. 

Climate action and shifting to renewables

We work closely with Climate Action Darwin to raise 
awareness, educate and engage the community and 
government on the impacts of pursuing a fossil fuel 
economy, its effect on climate change and the need 
for renewables as an alternative. Our collaboration 
involved running awareness raising events throughout 
the year including the showing of the movie ‘Before 
the flood’. The movie was followed up with a panel 

Our Strategic Focuses 
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discussion about the implications of climate change on 
the Top End. 

Climate Action Darwin were also present with an 
information stall at our Transitions Film Festival 
showing of ‘Power to Change’ Energy Rebellion. 
Climate Action Darwin, alongside the Environment 
Centre NT, have also contributed greatly to raising 
awareness of potential greenhouse gas emissions 
from fracking developments during the inquiry into 
Hydraulic Fracturing. Both groups have also been 
actively engaged in the Road map to Renewables 
process with the NT Government to advocate 
for effective action to meet our NT target of 50% 
renewables by 2050 and call for a strong emissions 
target of net zero emissions by 2050. 
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Transitions Film Festival 

The Environment Centre NT hosted the Transition 
Film Festival (TFF) 2017. On July the TFF spanned its 
activities over four days, with four venues across 
Darwin and Palmerston. TFF showed six engaging 
documentaries as a part of the Darwin Fringe Festival. 
The support of the Darwin and Palmerston community 
was outstanding.

In the opening night on the Nightcliff Foreshore on 8 
July, the TFF had over 200 people came along to watch 
the documentary A Plastic Ocean. This overwhelming 
beginning led nicely into a relaxed Sunday at the 
Museum and Art Gallery NT, where we showed the 
documentaries New Economy and Reuse.

Monday and Tuesday at the Deckchair cinema also 
did not disappoint! We left with more insight into 
renewable energy and the importance of seeds. The 
documentaries where Power to Change and Seed the 
Untold Story. We were also given a good lesson about 
the negative impacts of the fashion industry at Goyder 
Square with the film RiverBlue. 

Sustainable House Day 

This year Sustainable House Day made a fantastic 
comeback to Darwin’s sustainable living calendar in 
August 2017. SHD is the only event in Darwin that 
physically shows the public practical ways that they can 
be more sustainable in their homes in the Top End. The 
event was hosted by COOLmob and saw more than 350 

people making 637 visits to five inspiring and beautiful 
homes. The homes showcased passively cooled design 
and energy efficiency features, edible/native gardens, 
backyard chickens and bees and solar energy systems. 
Homes also featured engaging and informative talks 
from sustainability experts on the topics of tropical 
architectural design, food plants and native plants in 
domestic gardens, and residential solar in the NT. 

Sustainable House Day proved successful in providing 
visitors with useful advice and ideas, and helping 
people feel empowered to make their homes more 
sustainable and suited to a tropical climate. There were 
many positive comments about the day including this 
one, ‘I loved the selection of houses and speakers, they 
were all very inspiring. I have gained many ideas for my 
garden and future additions to make my living more 
sustainable’.

COOLmob is also pleased to announce that they are 
set to host Sustainable House Day again in Darwin in 
2018. If you have devoted your time creating a more 
sustainable home and are passionate about sharing 
your journey with others, then contact COOLmob and 
register your interest for 2018. 

Nightcliff Seabreeze Festival

On May ECNT worked in conjunction with the Nightcliff 
Seabreeze Festival to bring Professor Flannery, the 
former chief commissioner of the now defunct Climate 
Commission to speak at the festival and to the ECNT 
Annual Fundraising Film Night.

Professor Tim Flannery participated in several 
events around Darwin sharing his views on the 
potential environment issues that the NT could face 
if the NT Government decide to invest into the gas 
infrastructure or fracking. The professor also shared 
with the Darwin community the fantastic opportunities 
that the NT has in renewable energy. 

Sustainable Communities
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Volunteering 

We are working on making our volunteering 
opportunities easy, fun and socially engaging. During 
the year we worked hard to improve our process to 
make volunteering easier. We created new volunteer 
opportunities that allowed potential volunteers to join 
us to protect the places we love in the Top end. 

We kept the engagement with our irreplaceable long 
term volunteers who had been supporting us for 
years. We also recruited ten new volunteers who, all 
together, made an invaluable contribution to all of 
ECNT’s achievements this year. 

A job being done by volunteers on a regular basis is 
the vital one of systematically sorting the contents of 
approximately 70 boxes of files of ECNT, COOLmob and 
LIEEP collected over many years. The ‘Team’ includes 
Cathy Flint, Jenny Norris, Jane Schneider and from time 
to time Rosemary Harbridge. 

These wonderful and dedicated volunteers have been 
working on this project for over a year and have sorted 
and listed contents of about two thirds of the boxes. 
They plan to continue until they finish. The result of 
this project will be an accessible, permanent record of 
ECNT, COOLmob and LIEEP activities for the future. This 
is a hugely important task and we thank the volunteers 
for their professional and systematic approach to 
something that many of us would find daunting!

Thanks to all our volunteers who help us to deliver our 
events, projects and campaigns such as the Transition 
Film Festival 2017, Sustainable House Day 2017, the 
ECNT Annual Fundraising Film Night and the Volunteer 
Social Event. We will continue working to improve our 
volunteer operations, making attractive options to 
volunteer in ways that are meaningful but easy, fun 
and socially engaging in the Darwin community. 

Ewaste 

Electronic waste (e-waste) is now the fastest growing 
waste stream in Australia, as people purchase 
increasing amounts of ever-cheaper electronic 
products. 

The E-waste Education project is hosted by COOLmob 
and the Environment Centre NT (ECNT) and funded by 
the NT Environment Protection Authority (NT EPA). The 
purpose of the project is to help increase the uptake 
of electronic products recycling across Darwin and to 
raise awareness of other ways to minimize e-waste: 
rethinking, reducing, reusing and repairing We are 
spreading the message about e-waste by creating 
a web portal and educational materials, delivering 
workshops in schools and hosting informative stalls at 
festivals.

The project also aims to measure the current 
awareness, attitudes and opinions about e-waste in 
Darwin and to help identify barriers and potential 
opportunities for future improvements to e-waste 
management practices in Darwin.
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About Us

The Environment Centre NT is the peak community environment sector organisation in the Northern Territory, 
Australia. The Environment Centre NT has have been working to protect the environment since 1983.

The Environment Centre NT works to:

• Prepare for, and reduce the impacts, of climate change, and encourage a shift to renewable energy.

• Protect and restore biodiversity, ecosystems and ecological processes.

• Foster sustainable communities through alliances, networks, advocacy and education.

The ECNT recognises and supports the rights, aspirations, responsibilities and knowledge of the Northern Territory’s 
Indigenous people, and encourages creative and evidence-based solutions to issues of community concern.

The Environment Centre NT goals are:

Goal 1 - Campaigns & Projects

The ECNT’s campaigns and projects are transforma-
tive, inclusive and knowledge-based.

Strategies:

1.1 Raise awareness, educate and engage the com-
munity and government on the impacts of pursuing a 
fossil fuel economy, its effect on climate change and 
the need for renewables as an alternative.

1.2 Raise awareness, educate and engage the commu-
nity and government about the value of and threats to 
the Northern Territory’s biodiversity, ecosystems and 
ecological processes.

1.3 Initiate and support campaigns and projects that 
foster sustainable communities through alliances, net-
works, advocacy and education.

Goal 2 - Financial Viability

The ECNT’s income base is secure, diverse and growing.

Strategies

2.1 Ensure we have systems to maintain accurate finan-
cial records.

2.2 Secure necessary fund to cover costs of operating 
expenses, and the functions of Director, Community 
Action Officer, Policy officer and Book keeper

2.3 Encourage business alliances to provide discounts 
to ECNT members

Goal 3 - Community Engagement

The ECNT is effectively engaging communities, land 
holders, business and governments to actively and 
ethically support our campaigns and projects.

Strategies:

3.1 Raise awareness about key environmental issues to 
build membership and public support for campaigns 
and projects among Territorians.

3.2 Broaden our engagement by aligning with a wide 
range of stakeholders.

3.3 Host public events to increase engagement, in-
come, capacity-building and influence.

3.4 Produce and sell products and services that raise 
our profile, and help Territorians to protect our unique 
environment and live sustainably.

3.5 Increase our membership, supporter and donation 
base.

Goal 4 - Reputation & Communications

The ECNT is well-known and held in high regard for 
the effectiveness of our communications, campaigns 
and projects.

Strategies:

4.1 Support our members’ interests in our campaigns 
and projects, as the peak community sector environ-
ment organisation in the Territory.

4.2 Communicate effectively, passionately and profes-
sionally.

4.3 Attract, retain, inspire and train staff, volunteers 
and committee members who have a diversity of skills, 
experiences and backgrounds to collectively reflect the 
composition and aspirations of our members, support-
ers and partners.

4.4 Broaden and deepen alliances with ethical organi-
sations to underpin our reputation.

4.5 Ensure our policies, procedures and governance is 
effective, evidence-based and ethical.
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Our Supporters and Partners

 We thank the following for their financial support:

City of Darwin

NT Environment Protection Authority,

Northern Territory Government

City of Palmerston

Major donors

Members

Territory Defenders, our monthly giving program

Darwin Airport

Parks Australia

Mullum Trust

Purves Environmental Fund

We thank the following organisations for partnering 
with us on a broad range of projects and events:

Climate Action Darwin

Environment Defenders Office

PLan

Arid Lands Environment Centre

Australian Conservation Foundation

The Mulch Pit

Nightcliff Sea Breeze Festival

Borroloola Art Gallery

Jack Green 

Jenny Norris

Therese Ritchie

Arid Lands Environment Centre

Australian Conservation Foundation

Australian Marine Conservation Society

Deckchair Cinema Darwin

Lakeside Drive Community Gardens

Country Solar NT

Charles Darwin University

CDU Horticulture

Top End Native Plant Society 

Outdesign

Simon Scally

Alternative Technology Association

Keep the Top End Coasts Healthy
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The Environment Centre NT is an incorporated Association established under the Association Act (NT) and governed 
by a Board established under a Constitution.

Management Commitee members are elected by our members. Management Commitee members in 2016/17 were:

Drew English 
Dianne Koser
Jenny Norris
Heleana Wauchope-Gulwa
Lloyd Beck
Eileen Tuite
Hugh Wallace-Smith
Deb Hall
Michael Fonda
Justin Tutty
Glenn Ewers
Michael Brand
Billie McGinley
Dominis Nicholls

Our Staff 2016-17
Shar Molloy
Pedro Najera 
Glenn Evans
Sharon Curren
Christine Michael

Our regular dedicated volunteers:

Cathy Flint, Jenny Norris, Jane Schneider, Diane Koser, Leesa Maree, Miguel Tovar, Zoe Abott, Jessica Barwell, Celina 
Padilha, Daphne Rodirguez, Gerorgia Glenn, Natalia Nour, 

Members of the Working Groups
Dirk Peek, Bryn Wackett, Katherine Marchment, Saul Dalton, Andris Bergs, Max Atkinson, Diana Rickard and
Greg Chapman.

Our People
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