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WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRADITIONAL
OWNERS, THE LARRAKIA PEOPLE, ON
WHOSE LAND WE MEET, LIVE, AND WORK.
WE PAY OUR RESPECTS TO THEIR ELDERS
PAST, PRESENT, AND EMERGING. WE
ACKNOWLEDGE AUSTRALIA’S FIRST
NATIONS WERE SELF-GOVERNING IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR TRADITIONAL
LAWS AND CUSTOMS, AND THEY NEVER
CEDED SOVEREIGNTY OF THEIR LANDS,
SEAS, AND WATERS. 1
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MESSAGE FROM
OUR CONVENOR

It’s been a year of challenges and change for
the ECNT. I’m pleased to report that the ECNT
has risen to those challenges and advocated
very strongly for the environment. The
Management Committee and staff have
developed a strong new Strategic Plan for the
ECNT.  Our vision is: ‘A thriving natural
environment and a sustainable future for all
Territorians’, and together with the first Object
of our Constitution: ‘The protection of all
aspects of the natural environment’. ECNT’s
purpose is clear.

People who care about the natural environment
are acutely aware that damage may be
irrevocable. Polluted ground water, clearing of
habitat and rising temperatures are just three
examples of how the actions of humans and
corporations may be contrary to sustaining a
‘thriving natural environment’. This Strategic
Plan and the Constitution will guide the
sometimes difficult choices about which
campaigns and issues are the most important.

The 2020-21 Management Committee has worked
diligently on behalf of the ECNT’s members. They
have conscientiously informed themselves about
weighty decisions such as whether to take on legal
action to defend the Territory’s environment from
significant long-term damage. The Committee has
made itself available at short notice and on
weekends to do this work for the Centre. 

After careful consideration, the Management
Committee split the role of Director. Kirsty Howey
and Shar Molloy have brought an extraordinary set
of skills to their work, and the results are plain to
see. 

Shar’s administrative skills, strong relationships
with other environment organisations, philanthropic
bodies and grant makers coupled with Kirsty’s legal
expertise and networks with researchers have been
a potently effective combination to further the work
of the ECNT. 
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ECNT has been fortunate to attract skilled and
dedicated staff. This year we farewelled Lou
de Mattia who was the mainstay of ECNT’s
CoolMob work, a wonder of a workshop
facilitator and an event organiser
extraordinaire. Lottie Boardman has returned
to her home in New Zealand after quietly
making a big contribution to some important
funding bids and policy submissions. ECNT
welcomed Jodie Minton to the paid role of
Climate Conversations Coordinator, where she
has been busy training and supporting
Facilitators as well as tailoring the session
for Territory audiences. 

Jess Black seemed to land ‘running’ in the role
of Savanna/Freshwater campaigner and
volunteer coordinator and you will see her
name on calls to action for this important
campaign. ECNT and Pew Charitable Trust’s
campaign to oppose cotton farming and
processing in the NT was led by Jason Fowler
who did a fine job of raising awareness of its
threats to the Territory’s land and water
resources. 

ECNT’s well-researched and vocal campaigns
have been made possible by generous grant
funding from a variety of philanthropic bodies
and individual large donors. The increasing
national focus on the fragile and unique
ecosystems of Northern Territory is both
timely and welcome.

The conditions of the Northern Territory
Government’s recurrent grant to the ECNT for
policy work have been met with the provision
of well-researched submissions on a wide
range of proposals.
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Territory Guardians and one-off donors have
played a vital role in providing funds that
can be used to respond to the threats to the
environment that are posed by poor policy
or practice. This regular income provides
some important financial security for the
Centre. 

ECNT has worked closely with other
environment organisations in the Territory
and further afield. These partnerships are
significant and effective. One notable
example from this year was effective
lobbying against TNG’s plan to release large
volumes of waste-water into Darwin
Harbour. ECNT, Paspaley Pearls, Humpty Doo
Barramundi, the Larrakia Development
Corporation, Sea Darwin, and the Amateur
Fishermans’ Association of the NT (AFANT)
worked together to ensure that this will not
happen. On the legal front, the Environment
Defenders’ Office has represented ECNT on
several occasions and with distinction. The
Arid Lands Environment Centre and the ECNT
have a longstanding and mutually beneficial
working relationship. 

The ECNT’s legal action with Jack Green and
Josie Davey to challenge the calculation of
the rehabilitation bond for the MacArthur
River Mine is worthy of a special mention in
this report. The ECNT appreciates the trust
that has been extended to it by the people
of Borroloola who worry about their land.
We will continue to work with them to
achieve the best possible result. 

ECNT could not accomplish what it does
without dedicated supporters. This year Andy
Peart and Dave Liddle introduced their bush
walking groups to some special places and
local ecology. The archive group of Jenny
Norris, Jan Schneider, Rosemary Harbridge
and Cathy Flint finished the mammoth task
of itemising decades of ECNT’s written
history ready to offer the documents to the
NT Archive. Volunteers responded willingly
to requests for help at the Sea Breeze
Festival and the Garden Fair, moving
furniture, processing book orders, and much
more. Many members have responded to
calls for action to oppose proposals that
could harm the Territory’s environment,
while other members have lent their special
skills to helping the ECNT research and
write policy submissions.

ECNT has truly risen to meet the challenge
of protecting the NT’s environment, thank
you for your part in this vital work. 

- Deb Hall, Convenor



STRATEGIC PLAN
2021-2024

Vision Purpose
A thriving natural
environment and

sustainable future
for all Territorians

 

To inspire, support
and take action

that protects the
environment

 

Evidence-based policy and law reform

Campaigns for targeted issues

Collaboration, inspiration and engagement

Building organisational resilience and capability

The Northern Territory’s
environmental laws, policies and
practices are best practice

How we will achieve our vision Goals

Northern Territory nature is
protected and sustainably managed

Diverse people are connecting with,
speaking up and acting for the
environment and sustainable futures

ECNT is an effective and resilient
organisation leading environmental
protection in the NT



MESSAGE
FROM OUR CO-
DIRECTORS
The Northern Territory is a place like no
other, containing some of the most distinctive
and intact landscapes in the world. These
include our tropical savannas, our magnificent
free-flowing rivers, the vast wetlands and
escarpment of Kakadu National Park, the
stunning gorges of Nitmiluk National Park,
and our pristine marine environments. Most
land in the NT is recognised as being owned
and governed by Traditional Owners, who
have cared for country for many millennia,
and continue to do so. 

Yet we are facing twin crises in the NT. The
climate crisis may see large parts of the
Northern Territory become uninhabitable by
2070. The biodiversity crisis has already seen
a sharp decline in mammal populations in
northern Australia, with key ecosystems like
our savannas literally collapsing. These crises
challenge the very habitability of this place
for all living things, and are a call to arms for
those who care about this most special place. 

However, both the Federal and Northern
Territory governments are pushing to “gas-
fire” our economy, including by pursuing new
fossil fuel projects that will accelerate our
trajectory towards climate collapse. At the
same time, our governments are pursuing
industrial-scale agricultural development that
will involve bulldozing tens of thousands of
hectares of savanna for cotton and taking
billions of litres of water from our precious
rivers and floodplains. 

This is not the time to be pursuing
development that will topple us over the
precipice towards climate and ecosystem
collapse. 

Holding governments and industry to account
over environmentally destructive projects is
why ECNT was created. We know that
Australians don’t want a future where the
Northern Territory’s nature is traded for short-
term political and economic gain; there’s
simply too much at stake. The NT should not
become a sacrifice zone.

At the Environment Centre NT, we are
immensely proud of what we have achieved
this year given these unprecedented threats.
No organisation has been more effective than
ECNT in advocating for transformative
environmental action in the NT across such a
breadth of areas: climate, water, biodiversity,
mining, and policy. We have been a constant
presence on radio, TV, social media,
conferences, newspapers, meetings and in
email inboxes, and our supporter and funder
base has grown significantly as a consequence.
We have tripled our workforce and have
engaged a committed and active team of
volunteers that is growing by the week.

We have formed new collaborations and
alliances with numerous environmental
organisations and groups in the Northern
Territory and across Australia. We are also
working in solidarity with First Nations
communities and organisations in all our key
work areas. 

We want to say thank you to our growing list
of partners, funders, and supporters.We can’t
do our important work without you, and we
need your support now more than ever. If you’d
like to work with us or support us in any way,
shape, or form, please do get in touch.

- Kirsty Howey and Shar Molloy
 Co-Directors 6



IMPACT SNAPSHOT
2020-2021

27
POLICY SUBMISSIONS

637.1%
INCREASE IN SOCIAL
MEDIA ENGAGEMENT 

28,571
LIKES AND REACTIONS

ON OUR POSTS

7948
SUPPORTERS

46
ORGANISATIONAL
PARTNERSHIPS
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OUR
WORK

CLIMATE
FRESHWATER &
BIODIVERSITY
MINING

8

ECNT is fighting for a future where the Northern Territory’s
nature thrives. Originally established in 1983 to fight uranium
mining in Kakadu National Park, we continue to work closely
with communities across the Northern Territory to stop
environmentally destructive projects, hold government and
industry to account, and improve environmental regulation and
governance. We recognise the ownership and custodianship by
Traditional Owners of lands and waters in the NT, and that
solutions to the ecological crises we face must be led by First
Nations people. We thus work closely and in solidarity with First
Nations communities to ensure that their voices are amplified
and influence decision-makers. We harness the power of our
community so that people everywhere are speaking up for the
Territory’s environment.



CLIMATE
Climate change represents an existential threat for
the Northern Territory. Climate change will worsen
existing inequalities in health, infrastructure
provision, lack of education and employment
opportunities in northern Australia.

The International Agency Energy’s world energy
outlook for 2021 made it clear that we can have no
new fossil fuel projects if we are to avoid
catastrophic climate change.

However, the Federal and Northern Territory
Governments are pursuing plans to “gas-fire” our
economy. These plans include fracking the Beetaloo
Basin, which will generate more than 1 billion tonnes
of greenhouse gas emissions, and to establish gas-
fired industrialisation of Darwin Harbour via pipelines
and petrochemical plants. Santos is pushing ahead
with its highly polluting offshore Barossa project. The
NT is ground zero for climate change, and we are
doing all we can to stop these destructive projects
and articulate an alternative vision.

9



• launched proceedings in the Federal Court challenging Resources Minister
Keith Pitt’s decision to grant $21million of taxpayer funds to Imperial Oil and
Gas to accelerate gas exploration in the Beetaloo Basin.

• launched the “Stop Barossa Gas” campaign with partner organisations in
Australia, South Korea, and Japan, which aims to stop funding and approvals
for Santos’ dirty offshore gas project.

• gave evidence at the Australian Senate Inquiry into Oil and Gas Exploration in
the Beetaloo Basin, and were extensively quoted in the Interim Report.

• commenced our Climate Conversations program, which uses facilitated
conversations in people’s homes to bring about effective action on climate
change. 10 conversations were hosted, 9 facilitators were trained, and 38
volunteers were signed up as a result.

• ran a successful Repower NT campaign in the lead up to the 2020 NT
election, collaborating with First Nations organisations, social services, and
unions. We successfully obtained commitments from all major parties to adopt
a 50% renewable energy target for the Northern Territory by 2030, and net-zero
emissions by 2050.

• made policy submissions on areas such as the Territory Economic
Reconstruction Commission, the City of Darwin's Climate Emergency Strategy
2020-2030, the Northern Territory Government's Greenhouse Gas Large
Emitters Policy, the exploration of the Beetaloo Basin, and the Barossa Area
Development Offshore Project Proposal.

“NT Government should be ‘very concerned’ about Beetaloo fracking probe, says
Environment Centre NT boss”,  NT News, 24 June 2021.

“NT Gov Pressured by Feds to approve fracking in the Beetaloo, Senate Inquiry hears,"
Katherine Times, 29 July 2021.

“Pitt faces court action over Beetaloo gas grants”, Australian Financial Review, 29 July
2021

“‘No place to hide’: pressure on Australia to end support for new fossil fuel projects after
IPCC report" The Guardian, 11 August 2021.

In 2020-2021, at ECNT we:

Media highlights:
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https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ecnt/pages/355/attachments/original/1595981884/ECNT_Submission_online_TERC_July_2020.pdf?1595981884
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ecnt/pages/456/attachments/original/1613431258/Climate_Emergency_Strategy_-_ECNT_Submission.pdf?1613431258
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ecnt/pages/458/attachments/original/1613451386/ECNT_Submission_-_Large_emitters_policy_%282%29.pdf?1613451386
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ecnt/pages/534/attachments/original/1627444720/Sub_19.pdf?1627444720
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ecnt/pages/500/attachments/original/1619476112/jbic-submission-on-santos-barossa-project-2021.pdf?1619476112
https://www.ntnews.com.au/NEWS/POLITICS/NTG-SHOULD-BE-VERY-CONCERNED-ABOUT-BEETALOO-FRACKING-PROBE-ENVIRONMENTAL-ADVOCATE/NEWS-STORY/8D5B29BC0EA9FC6CD5CF181430CC02A3
https://www.katherinetimes.com.au/story/7362159/nt-gov-pressured-by-feds-to-approve-fracking-in-the-beetaloo-senate-inquiry-hears/
https://www.afr.com/COMPANIES/ENERGY/PITT-FACES-COURT-ACTION-OVER-BEETALOO-GAS-GRANTS-20210729-P58E5C
https://www.theguardian.com/ENVIRONMENT/2021/AUG/11/NO-PLACE-TO-HIDE-PRESSURE-ON-AUSTRALIA-TO-END-SUPPORT-FOR-NEW-FOSSIL-FUEL-PROJECTS-AFTER-IPCC-REPORT


Funded by the Federal Government, the Cool
Communities project has been busy engaging the
NT community around sustainable living in the
tropics. We partnered with ten schools in the
Solomon area of Greater Darwin, with hundreds of
trees planted. Education and training sessions, on
reducing climate footprint, were ran with the
community and over 500 students.

As COOLmob we also ran the Top End Local Food
Challenge, with 350 individuals and 11 businesses,
as well as ABC Darwin, signing up to support the
challenge. 91% of participants provided feedback
that they were extremely interested in learning
more about local Territory food.

We held a series of sustainable house days, with
four sold out in-person events at Wavertree House,
as well as a panel discussion presented in
partnership with National Trust NT.

IN FOCUS: 
COOLMOB
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FRESHWATER &
BIODIVERSITY
Our natural places are under threat on multiple fronts. Our
biodiversity is in decline, feral weeds and animals have
infested the landscape, and changed fire regimes have
irreversibly altered biodiversity and critical habitats. 

Despite this dire context, there is a renewed push for
agriculture across the Northern Territory. There is an imminent
threat of industrialisation of the Northern Territory’s
landscapes through large scale ‘agribusiness’, including cotton.
In July 2020, industry released a business case for a cotton gin
in the NT and set out plans for over 160,000 hectares of
agricultural development. This will involve bulldozing and
burning of our precious savanna, and the extraction of water
from already overallocated river and groundwater systems,
without the free, prior, and informed consent of Traditional
Owners.

ECNT has led the response to this threat, holding decision-
makers to account and galvanising public support across the
country in opposition to destructive land clearing and the
extraction of billions of litres of our precious water. 12



• launched our “Cotton Kills Rivers” campaign, successfully stopping public
funding of a cotton gin in the lead up to the 2020 Territory election.

• commenced our new “Savanna and Freshwater” campaign in June 2020 which
aims to establish, in collaboration with Traditional Owners, lasting governance
foundations for long term integrated protection and custodianship of Northern
Territory ecosystems.

• launched our “Territory Rivers: Keep ‘Em Flowing” campaign with Pew Charitable
Trusts in Jun 2020, which aims to secure long term protections for our free-
flowing Territory rivers.

• have been at the forefront of the campaign to stop the grant of the largest
groundwater extraction licence in the Northern Territory’s history at Singleton
Station which will damage groundwater dependent ecosystems and sacred sites.

• successfully managed to overturn, in June 2021, a 10 billion litre per year
groundwater licence to the Northern Territory Land Corporation at Larrimah, with
the Government’s own review panel finding that the decision did not take a
precautionary approach, did not take into account climate change, used the wrong
allocation rules, and used a Technical Report with significant shortcomings.

• succeeded in convincing the Northern Territory Government in August 2021 not
to proceed with changes to the Water Act that would have seriously weakened our
water laws.

• celebrated a big win for our biodiversity with the first ever pastoral land clearing
application referred for assessment under the Environment Protection Act for a
huge 10,000ha cotton development, following sustained pressure by ECNT.

• made policy submissions in areas such as: the Litchfield Subregional Land Use
Plan, a groundwater extraction license at Singleton Station, and the Productivity
Commission's National Water Reform.

In 2020-2021, at ECNT we:

“NT Government urged to reject speculative licence for largest private water allocation in state,”
The Guardian, November 2020.

“Environmental concerns mount amid rise of NT cotton,” ABC News, June 2021.

“Perceived conflicts and secretive governance risks NT’s most precious resource, advocates
warn,” NT News, August 2021. 

“Cotton plans for the Barkly Tablelands referred to EPA in a first for NT land clearing,” ABC
News, September 2021

Media highlights:
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https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ecnt/pages/389/attachments/original/1598837298/ECNT_Submission_-_Gunn_Point_Planning_Aug_2020.pdf?1598837298
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ecnt/pages/409/attachments/original/1603693661/ECNT_Submissio_-_Singleton_station_water_licence_no_sig.pdf?1603693661
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ecnt/pages/491/attachments/original/1617670917/ECNT_and_ALEC_submission_-_National_Water_Initiative_-_Productivity_Commission_%281%29.pdf?1617670917


Alongside traditional owners, the ECNT has
consistently opposed the granting of the Northern
Territory's largest ever water license to Fortune
Agribusiness. 

In April 2021, ECNT lodged applications for a
Ministerial review of the Water Controller’s
decision to grant Fortune Agribusiness a licence to
extract 40 billion litres of groundwater per annum
at Singleton Station, south of Tennant Creek. 

The Territory's weak water laws are skewed
towards facilitating industrial agricultural
development, but have no protections for the
safety of drinking water, meaning that First
Nations' communities are exposed to dangers such
as uranium in their water supply. The ECNT has
been stridently advocating for Safe Drinking Water
legislation over the past year. 

IN FOCUS:
SINGLETON STATION

“THE FACT THAT THE
LICENSE HAS BEEN GRANTED

NOTWITHSTANDING THE
COMMUNITY OUTCRY AND

NEAR-UNIVERSAL
OPPOSITION FROM

TRADITIONAL OWNERS,
SPEAKS TO THE FAILINGS IN

OUR WATER REGULATORY
SYSTEM,” ECNT CO-

DIRECTOR KIRSTY HOWEY,
ABC NEWS REPORT
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https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/oct/18/uranium-in-the-water-remote-nt-community-wants-answers-about-safety
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/oct/18/uranium-in-the-water-remote-nt-community-wants-answers-about-safety
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-10-08/singleton-station-water-licence-indigenous-sacred-sites/100471044


MINING
Mining has formed the basis of ECNT’s work since its
formation in 1983 to oppose uranium mining in Kakadu
National Park. Fighting for better regulation and
management of mining in the Territory is in our DNA.

The NT’s mining laws are not working, but for the first time
in 20 years, the Northern Territory is committed to
reforming them. This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity
to fix the system that produced the most toxic mine in
Australia, McArthur River Mine, and ECNT is leading the
charge.

In a world where environmental activists are always
looking to the next big project to mobilise around, ECNT
has made a commitment to work with Traditional Owners
and communities to ensure that governments and mining
companies are held to account for the insidious,
incremental damage that results from large mining
projects, sometimes after mining projects have ended and
for many generations into the future. 
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• launched court proceedings in February 2021, together with Borroloola
residents Jack “Wongili” Green and Josie Davey Green, challenging the
Northern Territory Government’s  decision to slash the environmental bond
for Glencore’s McArthur River Mine. We have taken the action in solidarity
with the Borroloola community, who have been fighting to stop
environmental damage from this mine for decades.

• launched our “McArthur River Mine” campaign, aimed at reforming the
Territory’s shocking mining laws and improving regulation at this mine (and
others) across the Territory.

•  co-authored a landmark report with the Australian Conservation
Foundation, Sydney Environment Institute and Mineral Policy Institute,
raising issues about the closure and rehabilitation of Ranger Uranium Mine
in Kakadu National Park, in December 2020.

•co-authored a report with the UNSW Global Water Institute in February 2021,
which showed significant failures in the regulation of McArthur River Mine,
including independent oversight of the mine.

•assisted Traditional Owners from Borroloola to give evidence to the
Australian Parliament’s Juukan Gorge Inquiry in May and June of 2021. This
evidence featured prominently in the final report and final recommendations.

• revealed in August 2021 that the Northern Territory Government had
slashed the scope and funding for the Independent Monitor of McArthur
River Mine.

• made policy submissions in areas such as: Core Lithium's proposed
underground mine, the proposed mining regulatory reform in the Northern
Territory, and TNG"s proposed Darwin Processing Facility. 

In 2020-2021, at ECNT we:

“McArthur River Mine Environmental Security Bond reduced,” ABC News, November 2020

“Critical delays prompt call to give McArthur Mine's Independent Monitor more teeth,”
ABC News, February 2021.

“We’re fighting for our country, say NT Traditional Owners,” The Australian. 

“NT government reduced scope for monitoring McArthur River Mine, documents reveal,”
ABC News, August 2021. 

Media highlights:
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https://www.ecnt.org.au/closure_and_rehabilitation_at_ranger_uranium_mine_released
https://www.globalwaterinstitute.unsw.edu.au/sites/water/files/u982/GWI_ECNT_MRM_Report%20%281%29.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ecnt/pages/377/attachments/original/1597641634/Finniss_Lithium_Project_BP33_Underground_Mine_-_ECNT_commentsPDF_website.pdf?1597641634
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ecnt/pages/464/attachments/original/1614640187/ECNT_Submission_-_Mining_regulatory_reform_final_%284%29.pdf?1614640187
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/ecnt/pages/498/attachments/original/1618886618/ECNT_Submission_TNG_April_2021.pdf?1618886618


IN FOCUS: 
MCARTHUR RIVER MINE

Our supporters have campaigned strongly
against the McArthur River Mine for decades.
In 2021, The Environment Centre NT,
together with Borroloola residents Jack Green
and Josie Davey (represented by the
Environmental Defenders Office) served court
proceedings challenging the NT
Government’s decision to slash the
environmental bond for Glencore’s
controversial McArthur River Mine by almost
$120 million. 

We have turned the regulation of the
McArthur River Mine into a nation-wide
issue, attracting regular media headlines and
national webinars focussing on the legacy of
the mine's environmental and cultural
damage. 

JACK GREEN, A GARAWA ELDER AND
TRADITIONAL OWNER IN BORROLOOLA, SAID
THE  DECISION TO REDUCE THE MINE'S BOND
“DOESN’T MAKE ANY SENSE”.

“WE DON’T TRUST THE MINE TO CLEAN UP
THE MESS PROPERLY. WE NEED THE BOND
TO PROTECT THE RIVER AND OUR COUNTRY
IF SOMETHING GOES WRONG,” SAID MR
GREEN.

“THE BOND WASN’T HIGH ENOUGH BEFORE –
IT NEEDED TO BE DOUBLED AT LEAST. IT’S
NOT ENOUGH TO REPAIR THE DAMAGE
THEY’VE DONE – THAT’S WHY WE’RE
FIGHTING.

“WE’RE LIVING WITH THIS MINE EVERY DAY,
AND WE DON’T KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON.
THE GOVERNMENT SPEAKS TO THE MINE,
THE MINE SPEAKS TO THE GOVERNMENT,
BUT NO ONE SPEAKS TO US.”

17



OUR TEAM

KIRSTY HOWEY &
SHAR MOLLOY

JODIE MINTON JASON FOWLERJESSICA BLACK

CO-DIRECTORS CLIMATE
CONVERSATIONS
COORDINATOR

ENERGY
CAMPAIGNER

SAVANNA AND
FRESHWATER
CAMPAIGNER

NAISH GAWEN

COMMUNICATIONS
AND ENGAGEMENT
OFFICERKirsty Howey has over

15 years of experience
in environmental law,
research and practice
in the Northern
Territory. She was a
native title, land rights
and environmental
lawyer for over a
decade, and has a PhD
from the University of
Sydney.

Shar Molloy has over
25 years working in
environmental
organisations and her
qualifications are in
finance, management,
governance, mediation
and campaigning. Shar
has served on the
board of the
Environmental
Defenders Office (NT)
and is Vice President
of the Australian
Conservation
Foundation. 

Jodie is a nature
lover, passionate
advocate and
educator. During her
time in the NT Jodie
has worked in
Darwin, Alice
Springs, Tennant
Creek, Katherine and
remotely. She has a
background in
Social Ecology and
is a trained teacher.

Jess is a Law, Arts
and Language
graduate from the
University of
Adelaide and was
admitted to practice
in South Australia in
2020. She worked
with MPS Law and
assisted a range of
claim groups and
Registered Native
Title Body
Corporates from SA
and the NT with
progressing their
native title claims
and corporate
governance. 

Jason has lived and
worked as a marine
ecologist and
environmental
campaigner in the
Kimberley and
Northern Territory
his whole life.  He is
currently a member
of the Australian
Marine Parks
Advisory Committee
for the North
Network, and has
worked with Pew on
the Territory Rivers
Campaign.

Naish has a BA and
MA (Research) from
Monash University
and has extensive
experience in
activist and
community
campaigns in
Australia and
overseas. He has
worked on projects
in a range of areas,
from  researching
the social impacts of
mining to promoting
regulation to end
human trafficking.
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OUR
FINANCES

MESSAGE FROM OUR 
TREASURER
FINANCIAL REPORTS
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MESSAGE
FROM OUR
TREASURER
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Yet again, I have to say that it’s been another epic
twelve months. With COVID still wreaking havoc
around the world and climate change threatening
our long term sustainability up here in the NT, the
Environment Centre has continued to stand front
and centre in fighting for positive environmental
change in the Territory and beyond. The team has
continued to attract support for their work
grappling with the challenges that we are facing
in the Territory. This support has enabled us to
take on some of the decisions made in the
Territory, with a view toward the future
sustainability of our Territory and the rest of the
planet. Our solid financial position has enabled
ECNT to take on these challenges with the
confidence that we are in it for the long fight.

Whilst we were planning for a loss for the
2020/2021 financial year, we have yet again
ended up with a profit. Being a not-for-profit
organisation, our goal is to be sustainable but to
also spend the money that comes in on the
objectives that our supporters and the wider
community are expecting us to achieve. 

 

With some of the money that we had put away
last year, along with additional fund raising this
year, we have be able to be reactive to changes
made by Government (local and national). The
ability to be reactive is truly only possible due to
the great work of our Co-Directors, staff and
donors.

Last year I listed all our significant donors and
contributors, but this year I have decided not to,
as every cent that we are given by people or
organisations is extremely valuable to ECNT for
us to reach our goals. Without all the generous
contributions we would not be able to increase
our staffing numbers and expand the number of
campaigns that we are running and supporting.

Finally, the Territory Guardians keep on growing.
I really want to thank the 80 plus Territory
Guardians that are now regularly supporting the
Goals and Objectives of the ECNT through their
generosity. Without your support Shar, Kirsty and
the team would not be able to accomplish what
they do. 

Robby McKenzie
 



INCOME
Our largest sources of income
were: donations (23%), grant
income (22%), NTG funding
(13%), unexpended project
balances b/fwd (12%), fees for
services (10%).

FINANCIAL 
SNAPSHOT

EXPENDITURE
Our largest expenses were:
wages and salaries (52%), rent
(7%), advertising (7%),
conferences and consultants
(7%), and projects (6%)
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OUR SUPPORTERS
AND PARTNERS

·Environmental Defenders Office
(NT) 
·Arid Lands Environment Centre
(ALEC) 
·The Planning Action Network
(PLan) 
·Climate Action Darwin 
·Waste Free NT 
·Australian Marine Conservation
Society 
·PEW Charitable Trusts 
·Keep Top End Coasts Healthy  
·Charles Darwin University 
·Lock the Gate Alliance 
·Protect Country Alliance 
·Frack Free NT 
·Northern Territory Government 
·City of Darwin 
·City of Palmerston 
·Landcare NT 
·Australian Conservation Foundation 
·Greenies Real Food 
·Lucky Bat 
·Gamba Grass Roots 
·Northern Territory Council of Social
Service (NTCOSS) 
·Jesuit Social Services 
·Next Economy
·Territory Native Plants

·GULP NT 
·Smart Energy NT 
·Seed Indigenous Youth Climate
Network 
·The Wilderness Society 
-Original Power
·NG Photographics Good Feather
Productions 
·Mullum Trust 
·Purves Environmental Fund 
·Melliodora and Curlew Fund
(Subfunds of the Australian
Community Foundation) 
·Darwin Parents for Climate Action
·Australian Services Union
·Darwin Community Arts
·Indigenous Carbon Industry Network
·Jubilee Australia
·Community Impact Foundation
·Safe Future for Our Climate
·Territory Wildlife Images
· Japan Centre for Sustainable
Environment and Society
·La'o Hamutuk
·The General Store
·Sunshower Library
· Climate for Change
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SUPPORT
OUR WORK

You can make a
one-off donation to
the Environment
Centre NT, or
explore options
such as
fundraising for us,
leaving a legacy, or
giving a 
gift in memory:
ecnt.org.au/donate

Thank you to Harvey Creswell for
providing photos used throughout this
report. 
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