
 
MEDIA RELEASE: Environment Centre NT calls for a public inquiry into Santos’ 

Barossa Gas project 
 
The Environment Centre NT is calling for a full public inquiry into Santos’ Barossa Gas 
Project. ECNT has raised concerns about an additional new gas pipeline to Darwin LNG that 
could facilitate the development of a toxic petrochemical precinct on Darwin harbour and 
squash any chances of the NT reaching its net zero target. 

In January, Santos submitted referral documents to the NTEPA to duplicate a pipeline into 
Darwin LNG plant in order to allow the existing Bayu-Undan pipeline to be used for Carbon 
Capture and Storage (CCS). 

But a new report from the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA) 
has called for suspension of the project, as it finds that, “despite the new application, Santos’ 
Barossa project would still actually produce more carbon dioxide emissions offshore and 
onshore than its production of liquefied natural gas (LNG) – even with CCS implemented 
successfully – making it one of the more expensive and dirtiest gas projects in the world.” 

The report finds that transporting CO2 over such a large distance creates high emissions 
from compression and processing, negating the efforts to store CO2 at the depleted Bayu-
Undan field.  The report raises serious doubt about the ability for Santos reduce emissions 
from the Barossa project via CCS. “This report shows that Santos’ claim that they can do 
carbon capture and storage at the depleted Bayu Undan field is misleading and dishonest,” 
says Jason Fowler, marine scientist and energy campaigner at the Environment 
Centre NT. 

The Barossa Gas Field has a reservoir CO2 content of 18%, double that of any other 
Australian gas project, making Santos’ CCS plan critical to its approval.  

ECNT has criticised the current piecemeal approvals process, which they say allows Santos 
& the NT Government to progressively sneak through a massive gas expansion without the 
overall impacts of this 6-billion-dollar project ever accurately being assessed.  
 
Jason Fowler adds that: “The NT EPA must assess the Barossa project as a whole, so that 
the public can see what is really going on here. Because we know that Santos’ Bayu-Undan 
CCS plan will not reduce emissions, I suspect that this third gas pipeline is actually intended 
to open up even more gas fields, like the super-dirty Evans Shoal.” 
 
They are concerned that CCS is being used to greenwash the project and that gas will be 
used as a feedstock for petrochemical industries in Darwin Harbour, which will have a 
significant detrimental environmental impact on the Darwin & Palmerston regions and the 
health of residents. 
 

 
Quotes from Jason Fowler, marine scientist and energy campaigner at the 
Environment Centre NT: 

“Santos’ CCS at Bayu Undan is a greenwashing scam and this report proves it.” 

https://ieefa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Santos_Proposed-New-Darwin-Harbour-Pipeline-for-Barossa-Gas-Remains-Problematic_February-2022.pdf


“Plans to build a third gas pipeline into Darwin harbour, over a year of dredging and the 
destruction of more precious marine habitat may all be for nothing.” 

“If the approvals for the Barossa Gas Project are facilitated by a CCS plan that does not 
reduce emissions, the NT has no chance of achieving its emissions reductions targets.” 

For further comment contact Jason Fowler 0487 806 385 
 
Background 
 

• Santos’ Darwin Pipeline Duplication Project (DPDP) has been referred to the NTEPA, 
and public submissions are open until the 15th of February. 
https://ntepa.nt.gov.au/consultation/darwin-pipeline-duplication-project. Then, the 
NTEPA will decide as to what level of assessment is required of the project. The 
Environment Centre NT are calling for the project to be assessed at the highest level, 
which is a public inquiry. 

• The pipeline duplication is being proposed to allow Santos to use the existing Bayu-
Undan to Darwin pipeline for Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS).  

• The DPDP is the latest component of Santos’ development of the Barossa gas field. 
The regulatory process is divided between the components in NT waters, which is 
dealt with by NTEPA, and offshore, regulate by NOPSEMA. The Environment Centre 
NT has criticised the piecemeal approvals process and is calling for the emissions 
profile of the overall project to be assessed at once.  

• Up to 750,000m3 of dredging is required to bury the pipeline in Darwin Harbour and 

the entire pipelaying operation taking 15 months to complete. 

• The pipeline proposal runs straight through the middle of the Charles Point Reef Fish 

Protection zone, a key reef fish habitat put in place with the support of Territory 

fishers to prevent over-fishing of Golden snapper, Black jewfish and other vulnerable 

reef species. 

• Petrochemical refineries emit huge quantities of air pollutants that can form acid rain 
which kill fish eggs in freshwater bodies and may destroy the lifecycle of local 
Barramundi. They typically also affect the health of nearby residents. 

• Santos is already facing a lawsuit over its greenwashing claims that it produces clean 

energy and has a pathway to reach net zero emissions. 

 

https://ntepa.nt.gov.au/consultation/darwin-pipeline-duplication-project

