
VOTE FOR A HEALTHY & GREEN
OTTAWA - ELECTION 2014

YOUR DECISION

COUNCIL CANDIDATES WARY 
OF PROPOSED OIL PIPELINE 
THROUGH OTTAWA
Eight out of ten candidates for city council want an independent envi-
ronmental assessment of the proposed “Energy East” pipeline, which 
would carry tar sands crude from Alberta through Ottawa. Eighty-
seven percent of candidates said they would oppose the pipeline if it 
posed a threat to the health of Ottawa’s environment. 

A survey of candidates for city council conducted by Ecology Otta-
wa shows evidence of broad-based concern regarding the proposed 
“Energy East” pipeline. The pipeline would carry crude diluted with 
toxic chemicals from Alberta’s tar sands through Wards 5, 6, 20 and 
21, and through the Mississippi and Rideau Rivers. 

ALL-CANDIDATES SURVEY
UPDATED OCTOBER 20, 2014
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Asked whether the city of Ottawa should conduct an independent 
assessment of the risks and costs of the pipeline project, an over-
whelming 80 per cent answered “Yes”. Eighty-seven percent said 
they would oppose the project if assessments demonstrated that the 
pipeline would threaten the health of Ottawa’s environment.

Three quarters of candidates also want the city to intervene in the 
National Energy Board review of the pipeline proposal to ensure the 
interests of the people of Ottawa are well represented.

Each candidate’s response can be found in the table below, orga-
nized by ward.

The Pipeline Proposal in Brief
TransCanada Corporation plans to convert a 55-year-old natural gas 
pipeline so that it can carry oil from the Alberta tar sands through Ot-
tawa on its way to tanker ports in Quebec and New Brunswick. The 
company says up to 1.1 million barrels (130 million litres) of crude oil 
diluted with toxic chemicals (“diluents”) would travel through Ottawa 
each day. TransCanada is the firm behind the Keystone XL pipeline 
proposal that has generated widespread controversy in the United 
States and Canada.

The “Energy East” pipeline would travel for many kilometres along 
the Ottawa River and cross the Rideau and Mississippi rivers, both of 
which flow into the Ottawa River. It would enter the city’s boundaries 
near Pakenham and run southeast, passing very close to Stittsville, 
where a major pumping station would be located. Continuing south-
east, it would then cross Route 416 and eventually leave the city’s 
boundaries when it passes through the Rideau River into Kemptville.

Environmental Concerns
Because the Ottawa River is the source of Ottawa’s drinking water, a 
spill could potentially contaminate not only groundwater, but drink-
ing water for Ottawa residents. Nearly all major pipelines have leaked 
at some point. In Alberta alone, there are over 700 spills every year, 
and the number of reported pipeline spills has been rising. The recent 
disaster in Lac-Mégantic highlighted the risk of shipping oil near or 
through neighbourhoods and sensitive ecosystems. 

To make the heavy bitumen liquid enough to flow through the pipeline, 
TransCanada plans to dilute it with vast quantities of highly volatile 
hydrocarbons. Because such “diluents” would need to be shipped 
back to Alberta, the Energy East pipeline may actually increase the 
quantity of toxic chemicals being transported by train.
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Energy East would be the largest pipeline in Canada. It would allow 
the Alberta tar sands to increase production by nearly 50 per cent - 
the equivalent of adding seven million cars to Canada’s roads. Such 
expansion would effectively undo the reductions in greenhouse-gas 
emissions achieved by shutting down Ontario’s coal plants.

Public Safety a Top Priority
For most candidates, public safety is a priority. Several expressed 
doubts that a retrofit of a 55-year-old pipeline can handle 1.1 million 
barrels of crude oil per day without endangering Ottawa’s rivers and 
drinking water.

In support of an independent 
assessment, respondents 
noted that the city needs to 
understand the risk of spills 
as well as how this affects 
our country’s commitment to 
fighting climate change. Sev-
eral suggested that such an 
assessment should be under-
taken jointly with other mu-
nicipalities, and that the cost 
should be borne by TransCan-
ada or shared with other levels 
of government. 

Many want the city to undertake a thorough and transparent assess-
ment process that includes public hearings and proper consultation 
with communities affected by the project. One candidate expressed 
displeasure at TransCanada’s apparent unwillingness to answer 
questions posed at public sessions held to date.

Several candidates stated they would oppose the final project if it 
failed to contain adequate safety measures, or appropriate mitiga-
tion and emergency response measures to deal with any spill. Other 
candidates expressed outright opposition to the pipeline and sug-
gested steps the city could take to intervene, including funding stud-
ies, taking part in the National Energy Board review, and denying 
development-related permits. 

Most respondents said it is appropriate for the city of Ottawa to inter-
vene at the National Energy Board review, especially if an indepen-
dent assessment confirms threats to Ottawa’s environment. Several 
candidates see the review as an appropriate venue for the city to ex-
press the sentiment of Ottawa’s residents to the federal government.
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Few Dissenters
Fourteen candidates indicated “No” on the first question, regarding 
an independent assessment of the project. Five of these said that the 
pipeline is the responsibility of other levels of government, not the 
city. One mentioned potential economic benefits for the province, 
another called for measures to ensure the pipeline is safe, and one 
said he hoped it would be safe.

Of the seven who said they would not oppose the pipeline even if it 
threatened the health of Ottawa’s environment, two said the project 
was a federal responsibility, one said council-member would not have 
any opportunity to do so, two would insist on improvements rather 
than oppose it, and two others were convinced the project would not 
have any negative impacts.

Eigtheen candidates answered “No” on ques-
tion three, regarding city participation in the 
National Energy Board review of the proposal. 
Four said it is a federal responsibility and the 
NEB should handle the matter. Several sug-
gested the city provide input or monitor the 
process. Another said the city should seek 
special observer status and work through the 
Province of Ontario’s participation. Seven re-
spondents gave no reason.

In wards 3, 7, 8, 13, 16, 18, 20 and 23, voters 
have a choice, as opposing candidates have 

clearly opposing views on this issue. In four of the city’s 23 wards, 
all responding candidates answered “Yes” to all three questions. 

68 Per Cent Response Rate
More than three-fifths of all city council candidates have responded 
to Ecology Ottawa’s survey to date. The highest response rate has 
been in Wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 21 and 23. In 
Wards 10 and 21, only one candidate has responded thus far. No 
candidates have yet responded from Ward 6. Only one of the two 
respondents from Ward 9 answered the questions on the pipeline. 
Ecology Ottawa will update the results on its website as responses 
come in.

The urban core is made up of Wards 11 through 18. Ottawa’s rural 
areas lie in Wards 5, 19, 20 and 21. Those wards considered pri-
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marily suburban are Wards 1 through 10 and Wards 22 and 23. The 
proposed Energy East pipeline will travel through Wards 5, 6, 20 
and 21.

The Questions
As part of a general survey ahead of the October municipal elections, 
Ecology Ottawa asked all candidates for city council to answer three 
questions regarding their position on the Energy East pipeline pro-
posal:

1. Do you think the City of Ottawa should conduct a thorough  
 and independent assessment of the risks and costs that the  
 proposed Energy East pipeline poses to the health of   
 Ottawa’s communities and water?

2. Would you oppose the Energy East Pipeline if it was   
 demonstrated that it threatened the health of Ottawa’s water,  
 climate and communities?

3. Should the City of Ottawa intervene in the National Energy  
 Board review of the proposed Energy East pipeline in order  
 to ensure that the interests of the people of Ottawa are well  
 represented?

Candidates’ full responses can be found in the following ward-by-
ward table.
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CANDIDATES 
*indicates 
incumbent

Do you think the City of 
Ottawa should conduct a 
thorough and independent 
assessment of the risks 
and costs that the pro-
posed Energy East pipe-
line poses to the health of 
Ottawa's communities and 
water?

Would you oppose the 
Energy East Pipeline if it 
was demonstrated that it 
threatened the health of 
Ottawa's water, climate 
and communities?

Should the City of Ottawa 
intervene in the National 
Energy Board review of 
the proposed Energy East 
pipeline in order to ensure 
that the interests of the 
people of Ottawa are well 
represented?

84 Respondents 
(68% total)

80% of respondents an-
swered YES

87% of respondents an-
swered YES

75% of respondents an-
swered YES

WARD 1 – Orleans
Gordon R. 
Jensen

YES → I would like to see 
reasonable terms and con-
trol of the assessment set 
by the city, with the costs 
borne Energy East.

YES → Not Yes/No!  Trans-
portation risks must at all 
times be managed, miti-
gated and minimized, and 
yet our society remains 
dependent upon petro-
leum. I would oppose the 
pipeline if it were truly 
demonstrated it presented 
a real and present threat, 
particularly compared to 
alternative transportation 
means, and that it could 
not be mitigated or man-
aged to negligible levels.  
I would however need to 
review fully the risks and 
benefits to Ottawa before 
committing to supporting 
or opposing the pipeline.

YES → Absolutely, the city 
of Ottawa should be open-
ly and publicly involved 
in any and all reviews of 
the proposed Energy East 
pipeline as it affects Otta-
wa in order to ensure that 
the interests of the people 
well represented and pre-
served.

Bob Monette * YES - I have grave con-
cerns when it comes to 
putting oil pipes under 
our water system. Just as 
we have seen with infra-
structure, everything dete-
riorates after time and we 
must find out the results of 
a deteriorated pipeline 30-
40 years from now.

YES YES

Jennifer 
Robitaille

YES YES NO → I believe that the City 
should have input

Candidate Responses
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WARD 2 – Innes
Laura Dudas YES - I support the city 

conducting an assess-
ment of the proposed 
pipeline. As a municipal-
ity, we must ensure that 
decisions made are for the 
betterment of the commu-
nity and won’t negatively 
impact our residents, our 
economy, or our environ-
ment. 

YES YES - The city should be 
involved so that it can ef-
fectively represent the 
needs of its residents

Chris Fraser YES YES YES
Eldon Holder YES YES - Absolutely, we have 

a moral and environmen-
tal responsibility to pro-
tect our ecosystem along 
with the families that live 
in them.

YES

Chantal Lecours
Jody Mitic YES YES NO - I don't think that the 

City of Ottawa should pro-
actively interfere in the 
NEB's review. But I do 
think that residents should 
express their views to their 
Federal representatives on 
this topic.

Andrew Modray YES → A full, detailed and 
unbiased analysis of this 
pipeline must occur be-
fore any construction has 
begun but delays need 
not occur in terms of en-
vironmental friendliness 
or any 'Green' agenda the 
City may be involved in. 
We have to remember the 
business of this City can-
not take a back seat to the 
Green lobby

YES → if it was demon-
strated that it threatened 
the health of Ottawa’s wa-
ter, climate and communi-
ties.

YES → It must be made 
known to the NEB what 
concerns, objections and 
aspects the city favors 
concerning this Energy 
East pipeline.

Fred Sherwin YES YES YES
François 
Trépanier

YES YES YES
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Teresa Whitmore YES - We need to ensure 
our communities are safe 
in any implementation of 
a major project. Through 
our infrastructure and 
planning departments that 
are informed by provincial 
authorities we will address 
any safeguards needed to 
ensure the safety and sus-
tainability of any opera-
tions.

YES - All levels of gov-
ernment will aggressively 
pursue environmental 
standards that will not 
threaten the health of the 
environment of Ottawa. I 
will oppose any initiative 
that will threaten the safe-
ty of Ottawa.

YES - We should ensure as 
a municipality we actively 
present our views and con-
cerns to the other levels of 
governments.

WARD 3 – Barrhaven
Ian Bursey YES YES→ The Energy East 

Pipeline would be ex-
pected to exceed safety 
regulations if travelling 
through the National Capi-
tal region.

YES→ this proposal re-
quires a real world under-
standing by the Municipal 
Government

Jan Harder * NO - The National Energy 
Board is, no need for du-
plication

The info would need to 
be balanced with impact 
of at grade transport of 
tar sands oil, surely you 
would agree you would 
have to see both?

NO - City should work with 
but certainly not intervene.

Syed Asghar 
Hussain

WARD 4 – Kanata North
Matt Muirhead
Jeff Seeton YES → But it should not 

do so as an independent, 
it must partner with other 
municipalities that may be 
affected by the proposed 
route of the pipeline.

YES YES → But it should not 
do so as an independent, 
it must partner with other 
municipalities that may be 
affected by the proposed 
route of the pipeline. 

Marianne 
Wilkinson *

YES → If the pipeline 
is converted then there 
needs to be a plan in place 
to ensure that no detri-
mental impacts occur in 
Ottawa.

YES → Need more infor-
mation to respond to this 
one but required a re-
sponse so would oppose 
if threats are major and 
cannot be mitigated.

YES → But only if the City 
finds that there are serious 
detrimental issues with re-
spect to the pipeline and 
its location.

WARD 5 – West Carleton-March
Alexander 
Aronec

YES YES YES

Eli El-Chantiry * YES → Sure I could sup-
port this - but who is going 
to pay for this?

YES YES
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Brendan Gorman YES → There isn't an "I 
don't know" button. If a 
reputable study is done by 
another group than no. If 
there isn't a reputable as-
sessment than I suppose 
one should be done.

YES → Again, as long as 
the study was reputable

YES → Yes, if a proper 
unbiased assessment 
was not done or if a study 
showed it was too risky.

Jonathan Mark YES→ of course, but I also 
think our Country better 
learn self sustenance also, 
meaning piping it down 
to Texas and back to us 
at a higher cost makes no 
sense. We need to refine 
our own oil.

YES→ A pipeline should 
never threaten people

YES→ The interests of the 
people of Ottawa is the re-
sponsibility of all Council-
lors, and that is a constant.

James Parsons
WARD 6 – Stittsville

David Lee
Shad Qadri *

WARD 7 – Bay 
Alex Cullen YES YES→ As a City Coun-

cillor, if the project was 
shown to be detrimental to 
the city's water, climate & 
communities, it would be 
my duty.

YES

George Guirguis
Brendan Mertens
Michael Pastien NO NO - It has already been 

demonstrated that it won't. 
I absolutely know that oth-
er studies already say oth-
erwise! We need to get our 
oil from somewhere (there 
are risks in getting it any-
where) & the very little oil 
& energy that I personally 
consume (The less I do, 
the happier I am), I will buy 
Canadian!

NO

Trevor 
Robinson 
Mark Taylor * YES→ However I would be 

in favor of seeking the pay-
ment for such study work 
from TransCanada or the 
Federal government.

YES→ It would have to 
be demonstrated that the 
threat was there and that 
mitigation and emergency 
response measures were 
inadequate to deal with 
any spill. On those condi-
tions I would oppose the 
pipeline.

YES→ I am in favor of the 
City submitting input to 
the NEB
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WARD 8 – College
Guy Annable YES → Ask Dalton, he gave 

them a Free pass
YES → Ask Dalton, he 
gave them a Free Pass

NO → That train has left 
the station long ago folks, 
but I hear you

Rick Chiarelli * NO - I do not believe this 
lies within our municipal 
jurisdiction, but I would 
like to see one conducted 
intra vires the correct gov-
ernment/agency

YES NO - We elect the national 
government to deal with 
this. We should monitor 
how they do it and urge 
them to be diligent on mat-
ters we identify as impor-
tant to the city but again, 
they have the responsibil-
ity to act in our interests.

Craig MacAulay YES YES--> I need to do more 
research before I decide 
so I really wanted to an-
swer maybe, not yes.

YES

Scott Andrew 
McLarens

WARD 9 – Knoxdate-Merivale
Keith Egli * I believe the City should be 

aware of the potential risks 
to the health of Ottawa’s 
communities and water.

If it was proven that the 
pipeline construction 
posed a significant risk to 
Ottawa’s water, environ-
ment and community then 
yes.

Ottawa should have a role 
to play in the discussion of 
such massive infrastruc-
ture being constructed in 
the City.

Cristian Lambiri
WARD 10 – Gloucester

Rodaina 
Chahrour
Diane Deans *
Meladul Haq 
Ahmadzai
George Marko
Lilly Obina
Brad Pye YES NO → No, I would call on 

Energy East Pipeline to 
bring the project up to lim-
its to ensure public safety 
and health before the pipe-
line went ahead.

YES → Ottawa - as a city 
has a moral obligation to 
be involved in the consul-
tation and project evalua-
tion process.

Mohamed Roble YES YES YES
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WARD 11 – Beacon Hill-Cyrville
Francesca 
D'Ambrosio

YES YES YES→ TransCanada wants 
to move more than a mil-
lion barrels a day of tar 
sands oil through the City 
of Ottawa and across the 
World Heritage Rideau 
River on its way to export 
terminals in eastern Cana-
da. The proposed “Energy 
East” pipeline puts com-
munities and waterways in 
danger all along the pipe-
line route.

Nicolas Séguin YES → Public safety is a 
priority. The City should be 
very careful with assess-
ing risks and cost related 
to environmental issues. 
We all have a role to play 
in protecting the environ-
ment. I will make sure the 
City plays a leadership role 
towards climate change 
actions aimed at environ-
mental issues

YES → Public safety is a 
priority. The City should 
be very careful with as-
sessing risks and cost re-
lated to environmental is-
sues. We all have a role to 
play in protecting the envi-
ronment. I will make sure 
the City plays a leader-
ship role towards climate 
change actions aimed at 
environmental issues.

YES → Public safety is a 
priority. The City should be 
very careful with assess-
ing risks and cost related 
to environmental issues. 
We all have a role to play 
in protecting the environ-
ment. I will make sure the 
City plays a leadership role 
towards climate change 
actions aimed at environ-
mental issues.

Michel Tardif YES YES YES→ By having a non-
bias expert third party to 
ensure we have the right 
representation.

Rene Tessier YES YES YES
Tim Tierney * YES - NOTE: The federal 

government has a role to 
play.

YES - NOTE: The federal 
government has a role to 
play.

YES - NOTE: The federal 
government has a role to 
play.

WARD 12 – Rideau-Vanier
George Atanga Yes Yes Yes
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Marc Aubin YES - The pipeline is an 
example of the failure of 
our federal level of govern-
ment to address climate 
change. An independent 
risk assessment should be 
done by our city at a rea-
sonable expense. The as-
sessment should not only 
include assessing the risk 
of spills, but the greater 
concern of how this affects 
our country’s commitment 
to fighting climate change.

YES - If it is demonstrated 
that the pipeline threatens 
the health of Ottawa’s wa-
ter, climate and communi-
ties, I would oppose it. As 
councillor, I would work 
to ensure that the City of 
Ottawa undertakes a thor-
ough and transparent pro-
cess that includes public 
hearings to assess the 
risk to safety, health and 
the environment.

YES - As councillor, I would 
support the City of Ottawa 
intervening in the National 
Energy Board (NEB) review 
to ensure that the safety, 
health and environment 
of the citizens of Ottawa 
are not at risk. If they are, I 
would work to ensure that 
the City opposes the pipe-
line at the NEB. However, 
as the final decision rests 
with the Federal Govern-
ment and not the NEB, the 
City of Ottawa must also 
appear at the NEB hear-
ings to ensure that all pre-
cautions have been taken 
to reduce the risks.

Mathieu Fleury * YES YES YES → Although I believe 
that the City has a role to 
play, our counterparts at 
the provincial and federal 
level play a far more impor-
tant role in the discussion 
and should be voicing the 
concerns of residents. 

Catherine Fortin 
LeFaivre

YES → I believe it's only 
fair for Ottawa to conduct 
its own assessment of 
the risks associated with 
the proposed Energy East 
pipeline.

YES → I am still learning 
about this issue and its 
potential impact on our 
city. Should it be demon-
strated that the risks are 
too high, then I would not 
be able to support its con-
struction

YES → It seems natural 
for the City of Ottawa to 
be involved in some way 
with the National Energy 
Board review considering 
its impact on the people 
of Ottawa. I would need to 
know more about the Na-
tional Energy Board pro-
cess before supporting a 
formal intervention. 

David-George 
Oldham
Marc Vinette YES --> So long as an as-

sessment is devoid of pol-
itics and done in a timely 
and affordable manner.

YES --> If the oil is be-
ing extracted (and I sym-
pathize with activist and 
aboriginal groups chal-
lenging at the point of ex-
traction), it will be shipped. 
The spice must flow. It re-
mains to be seen if a pipe-
line is less safe than truck-
ing or rail transport, which 
are demonstrably unsafe.
If facts show a pipeline is 
unsafe, I will vigorously 
oppose it.

YES --> If it impacts Otta-
wa, then we must certainly 
intervene to ensure our in-
terests are represented.
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WARD13 – Rideau-Rockcliffe
Peter D. Clark * NO - Senior governments' 

responsibility
YES YES - after a report to En-

vironment Committee and 
Council

Cam Holmstrom Yes - I believe that for any 
major energy project to be 
acceptable, there must to 
be a full & proper environ-
mental assessment, along 
with proper consultation 
with communities and Ab-
original communities af-
fected by the project. In 
my opinion, the current 
process put in place by the 
federal government falls 
short of that standard. I 
would support a motion 
from the City of Ottawa op-
posing this project, would 
strong support council di-
recting city staff to inter-
vene in the Energy Board 
process in opposition to 
this project and would 
support supplying funds 
to local groups to fund wa-
tershed studies and alike, 
in line with past practice 
when council has support-
ed opposition to particular 
projects. 

YES→ If it is proven in a 
proper, objective assess-
ment that the Energy East 
Pipeline is not safe and 
threatens our environ-
ment, I would absolutely 
oppose it. I would also 
oppose this project if the 
proponent was not able to 
get the appropriate social 
license to support it. 

YES→ Absolutely, in-
stead of the city doing it's 
own assessment, the city 
should intervene strongly 
with the NEB. This is the 
venue where the city can 
have the most effect in 
the assessment process. 
It is the job of the city to 
intervene in any NEB re-
view of any project that 
directly affects our city. 
Furthermore, I believe that 
the city should publish all 
of the cities submissions 
to the NEB when they are 
made so that residents are 
informed of the positions 
taken by the city. 

Jevone Nicholas YES→ The City should fol-
low existing precedent as 
happened for inter-provin-
cial pipelines already in 
operation.

YES→ Based on a thor-
ough and independent as-
sessment.

YES→ The City should 
state its position as a mat-
ter of record.

Tobi Nussbaum YES → If the current On-
tario Energy Board pro-
cess to consult with the 
Ontario public and prepare 
for its role as an interven-
er at the National Energy 
Board hearings does not 
adequately cover Ottawa’s 
concerns and interests, 
the City should supple-
ment that process to en-
sure its specific issues are 
examined and evaluated. 

YES → A failure to ad-
dress risks to communi-
ties, climate and the safety 
and security of our water 
would result in my opposi-
tion to the pipeline. 

YES → In light of the fact 
that the City of Ottawa 
would be the largest met-
ropolitan area through 
which the existing pipe-
line conversion would take 
place, City Hall needs to 
participate as an interven-
er in the review. 
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Sheila Perry YES → Although the deci-
sion making on the pro-
posed Energy East pipe-
line is controlled by the 
National Energy Board,  
local impacts must be con-
sidered.  For this reason, I 
support an Ottawa and lo-
cal based risk assessment 
of the proposal.

YES → The final decision 
on the Energy East Pipe-
line rests with the Nation-
al Energy Board approval. 
However, local impacts 
and communities must be 
respected.  A risk assess-
ment is essential for  Ot-
tawa community approval.  
Until all facts and implica-
tions are known, it is not 
possible to support this 
project.

YES → The City of Ot-
tawa must insist on 
a risk assessment. 
As a city councilor, it 
is part of my respon-
sibility to ensure safe-
ty and the interests of 
the people of Ottawa. 

Penny Thompson   YES → I agree with Ecolo-
gy Ottawa 100% on this is-
sue; there is far more risk 
than reward. Our rivers and 
farmlands are treasures 
and I am not prepared to 
risk their future existence. 
The City of Ottawa must 
take a leadership position 
on this issue. At the very 
least the City should know 
the facts. I would support 
an independent assess-
ment of the costs and 
risks. I am concerned that 
a retrofit of a 55-year-old 
pipeline will not be able to 
handle the 1.1 million bar-
rels of crude oil per day.

YES → I am grateful we 
have organizations like 
Ecology Ottawa who 
voice, organize and cre-
ate awareness regarding 
critical environmental is-
sues such as the pipeline. 
I have signed the petition 
and will stand with any or-
ganization who opposes 
this pipeline.

YES → I cannot think of 
a more impactful state-
ment then one signed by 
our Mayor and all 23 City 
Councillors standing to-
gether to say no to the 
National Energy Board. 
Councillors are elected to 
represent the best inter-
ests of the people. Here’s 
our chance.

WARD 14 - Somerset
Martin Canning YES → Council and resi-

dents need to be informed 
about the risks of spills 
and their potential impact 
on our environment, in-
cluding aquifers. With an 
independent assessment, 
Council can determine ap-
propriate next steps.

YES → TransCanada has 
deficiencies in its pipeline 
safety record, and there 
are serious questions 
about any spill response 
plan.

YES → The City of Ottawa 
is directly affected by the 
route of the Energy East 
pipeline, and should inter-
vene before the National 
Energy Board and Ontario 
Energy Board to protect 
and represent Ottawa’s in-
terests.

Edward Conway YES YES YES
Catherine 
McKenney

YES YES YES

Thomas McVeigh YES → But I would also 
suppose rejecting it with-
out undertaking an as-
sessment. We know the 
answer. Better things to 
spend resources on.

YES → It does. Besides, 
we should be doing the 
refining near the source 
and keeping as much of 
the economic benefit in 
the region damaged by the 
extraction.

YES
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Conor Meade YES --> Absolutely. More 
information is always bet-
ter. Regardless of any-
one’s position on the pipe-
line, no one should object 
to collecting data and mak-
ing a fair assessment of 
the potential risks. 

YES --> possibly. I would 
make a decision based on 
the size and likelihood of 
the potential threat. If the 
pipeline can be shown to 
pose a serious threat to 
the health of Ottawans, 
then it would be the duty 
of every Council member 
to oppose it.

YES --> Ottawa and other 
municipalities on the pipe-
line route deserve to be a 
part of this process.

Jeff Morrison YES → Absolutely. Oil 
pipelines should also be 
located as far from popu-
lated areas as possible to 
reduce health risks.

YES → If there were any 
risks to health, then with-
out question, opposition 
would need to be raised.

NO → I would say "may-
be". I support an indepen-
dent expert review of the 
pipeline, including the rel-
evant EAs. I think the city 
should monitor those de-
velopments and intervene 
if necessary, but would 
prefer if the experts are al-
lowed to do their work.

Sandro 
Provenzano

YES YES YES

Silviu Riley YES → One of my platform 
goals is to stop the de-
velopment of the Energy 
East pipeline. The bitumen 
transported by it is dan-
gerous to our rivers and 
lakes, and our drinking 
water. The City of Ottawa 
should not approve any 
development-related re-
quests from TransCanada, 
in such a way as to block 
the pipeline's passage 
through Ottawa.

YES → Going by examples 
of other pipelines, there 
is no way that the En-
ergy East pipeline can be 
constructed to not spill. 
Therefore, it is unsafe, and 
should be opposed.

YES → It is important that 
concerns from the citi-
zens of Ottawa be raised 
at the National Energy 
Board. Due to the Board's 
structure, individual citi-
zens would have to show 
standing and their author-
ity to speak about the pro-
posed development. Many 
will be turned down and 
blocked from giving their 
testimony. The City of Ot-
tawa has standing and 
knowledgeable staff, and 
would be given a chance 
to speak. The City should 
be involved in the National 
Energy Board review.

Denis Schryburt Yes Yes YES - Absolutely, the City 
of Ottawa should have a 
strong voice at the table to 
ensure that our interest are 
well represented and taken 
seriously

Curtis Tom
Lili V. Weemen YES → May be we need 

a second opinion before 
proceeding any further.

YES → There may be bet-
ter alternatives that we 
have not considered yet.

YES → It is always good to 
voice people's concerns.
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WARD 15 - Kitchissippi
Katherine Hobbs 
*

YES→ This is something 
City staff are already en-
gaged in although we are 
years away, but it is my 
understanding this will 
continue to ensure that our 
rivers are safe.

NO→ To be honest there 
is likely no opportunity 
for a Councillor to vote 
against the pipeline as the 
area is currently zoned for 
a pipeline, and there are 
pipelines there and this 
is an order of the Federal 
Government. Therefore 
in terms of how the ques-
tion is phrased, I can't say 
yes, but I can say that as 
Councillor a pipeline must 
not impact any health and 
safety factors in Ottawa, 
and that all threats MUST 
be addressed to the sat-
isfaction of experts in our 
EPS branch.

YES→ This has to be by in-
vitation, and to my knowl-
edge the City has not 
been invited to participate. 
Whether or not that is right 
or wrong is for citizens of 
Ottawa to address with 
their Federal MP's.

Jeff Leiper YES--> An independent 
risk assessment of the pro-
posed pipeline is required, 
the costs of which should 
be borne by the proponent. 
There are enough pipeline 
accidents in Canada that 
I do not believe it should 
traverse our city. The risks 
involved with other means 
of transport, such as by 
rail, must also be exam-
ined.

YES→ I will oppose any-
thing that is demonstrated 
to threaten the health of 
Ottawa water, climate, and 
communities, but I hope 
that any Councillor would 
do the same. More specifi-
cally, I will work to ensure 
that we have access to the 
necessary information to 
determine whether there 
is a significant risk, which 
requires that Council un-
derstand the issues and 
ensure that City staff pro-
tect our interests.

YES→ As with multiple is-
sues, if elected I am com-
mitted to working with 
my Council colleagues to 
more forcefully advocate 
for residents’ interests. It is 
certainly a legitimate issue 
for Council to address. The 
City should require that 
any environmental risk as-
sessment be thorough and 
transparent and that the 
safety of Ottawa residents 
and our environment are 
not compromised. The City 
should oppose any plan 
that poses a risk at the Na-
tional Energy Board. 
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Ellen Lougheed Yes → I have to think more 
about that one. If other 
cities conduct thorough 
assessments, we do not 
have to do one of our own. 
We can generalize, unless 
the others' results do not 
make sense.

Yes → I would definitely 
oppose the Energy East 
Pipelines if it was demon-
strated that it threatens 
the health of water, climate 
and communities.  Why 
would I choose otherwise?  
Nothing is worth risking 
our health, not even if the 
Pipeline provided jobs and 
income.  Jobs and income 
are related to good health, 
but to have our health and 
environment ignored or 
deemed less important 
is absurd.  If we cannot 
consider the health of our-
selves and our families 
and neighbours, we are 
not passing on a legacy of 
progress.

No → don't know yet.

Michelle Reimer YES→ And no. I support an 
independent assessment 
but would expect the cost 
to be shared by the three 
levels of government. 

YES YES→ Not sure what you 
mean by intervene. Do you 
mean stop the review? I 
think an independent re-
view is imperative and 
that the only way to make 
sure it is robust is that a 
new “special” panel be 
struck with a diverse mix-
ture of backgrounds and 
interests. However, I un-
derstand the NEB can only 
make a “recommendation” 
to cabinet and that cabinet 
has the final say. 

Larry Wasslen

WARD 16 – River
Riley 
Brockington 
Barbara Carroll
Don Francis YES → The City cannot 

decide the pipeline issue, 
but it can certainly influ-
ence it with a thorough as-
sessment of the risks and 
costs.

YES YES → I believe that this 
intervention can be more 
effective, and less costly, 
if it occurs in cooperation 
with the Province. 

Antonio 
Giannetti
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Jeff Koscik NO → I think all govern-
ments and municipalities 
should do an indepen-
dent study on the possible 
risks. Also out of all modes 
of transportation for the 
gas I believe the pipeline 
to be the most efficient 
and safe. Instead of oppos-
ing the pipeline I propose 
we look at how to make the 
pipeline more safe. Plus a 
large portion of the pipe-
line already exists through 
the areas that would affect 
our rivers.

YES YES

Michael Kostiuk NO YES NO
Mike Patton NO - Such an assessment 

is most properly done by 
the province and the fed-
eral government

YES - if a pipeline is dem-
onstrated to pose a threat 
it will not be permitted

NO - The National Energy 
Board should be permitted 
to do their work.

Colin Pennie YES → While the proposed 
pipeline is an important 
solution for transportation 
of Canadian developed oil, 
we absolutely need to ex-
amine the environmental 
impact and fiscal cost be-
fore making any commit-
ment.

YES → We need safe solu-
tions that benefit our com-
munities and watersheds. 
If the Energy East Pipeline 
is not equipped with full 
contingency planning and 
viable safety measures, 
then we can't implement it.

YES → As the proposed 
Energy East pipeline di-
rectly affects our city and 
environment, we need to 
be directly involved.

Vanessa Nicki 
Sutton

YES YES YES

Bruce 
Winchester

WARD 17 - Capital 
Scott Blurton NO - I support the Mayor's 

strategy to pursue special 
observer status at the NEB 
hearings and to work with 
the province of Ontario as 
their status as an interve-
nor on the environmental 
assessment due to their 
superior expertise in the 
fields of environmental as-
sessment and natural re-
source development.

YES - We would also have 
to compare the environ-
mental impact of the En-
ergy East Pipeline with the 
environmental impact and 
risks from transportation 
of oil through Ottawa by 
train that would be inevi-
table if Energy East was 
not approved. I will sup-
port the safest option for 
Ottawa's water, climate 
and communities.

NO - I agree with the May-
or. We should seek Special 
Observer status and work 
with the Province of Otta-
wa in their position as in-
tervenor due to their supe-
rior expertise in the fields 
of environmental assess-
ment and natural resource 
development.

David 
Chernushenko *

YES → Maybe. There are 
several processes now 
underway. It may be just as 
effective to latch on to the 
provincial initiative here.

YES YES



Espoir 
Manirambona

YES → do we really have 
to? id say lets save the 
time and money. dont have 
to be a rocket scientist to 
figure out that tar sands 
flowing anywhere its not 
suppose to is probably a 
bad idea :). keep it in the 
ground!

YES → i already do :) the 
city of ottawa could also 
issue a statement declar-
ing the growing call to 
shut down the tar sands 
and focus on producing 
local green energy.

YES

WARD 18 - Alta Vista
Adam Bowick
Daher Muse Calin
Jean Cloutier
Clinton Cowan Yes Yes Yes
Jeff Dubois NO YES NO
Hussein 
Mahmoud

YES → I believe an inde-
pendent assessment is 
key for such a large em-
barkment. Too many times 
have mistakes been made 
(e.g. Orgaworld contract) 
when contracts and envi-
ronmental assessments 
have not been thoroughly 
analyzed. As an avid fish-
ermen and nature lover, 
we cannot risk polluting 
and endangering such an 
important waterway or any 
waterway for that matter.

YES → I would definite-
ly oppose anything that 
causes a threat to our 
community. Money should 
not dictate decisions. I 
am running to ensure that 
our residents can live in a 
clean, healthy and safe Ot-
tawa.

YES

Perry Marleau

John Redins

Brandon Scharfe
WARD 19 – Cumberland

Marc Belisle YES→ We should act on 
this asap. The pipeline will 
be a Cancer in our back-
yard. We are not moving 
forward towards a greener 
future if we let this happen.

YES→ I will be very vo-
cal about this. I will do my 
best to work towards a 
greener future.

YES→ Not only should it 
intervene to protect the 
interest of our people but 
our environment

18
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Stephen Blais * The pipeline will undergo 
a thorough Environmental 
Assessment process. As 
an important stakeholder, 
the City of Ottawa should 
participate in that process 
and provide comments 
and feedback to the appro-
priate authorities on the 
terms of reference, as well 
as the draft and final EA’s 
to ensure area concerns 
are taken into account. 

I learned long ago never 
to prejudge the outcome 
of Environmental Assess-
ments.

As I stated earlier, the City 
should participate in the 
process as an important 
stakeholder just as we do 
for other projects that fall 
under either provincial or 
federal environmental ju-
risdictions.

WARD 20 – Osgoode
George Darouze YES → Yes, I firmly believe 

that the City of Ottawa 
needs an independent as-
sessment to make sure our 
residents and city are safe.

YES YES

Tom Dawson YES YES YES→ If the proposed 
pipeline was determined 
to be adverse for Ottawa, 
then yes, we should inter-
vene.

Davis Jermacans
Jean Johnston-
McKitterick
Liam Maguire YES YES YES
Bob Masaro
Allen Scantland
Mark Scharfe NO→ It all depends if the 

pipe will take the weight of 
the oil....The only way to 
tell is to try it. The only way 
to really test it is to put the 
oil through and hope it 
doesn’t break on our farm.

YES→ But I don’t now 
how you’re going to prove 
it without putting the oil 
through it.

NO→ No, I don’t think so. 
I think they can handle it.

Kim Sheldrick YES YES→ I have attended the 
local open house and was 
not satisfied with answers 
to some of my questions. 
I have been contacting 
Energy East people since 
then yet have not been 
able to receive answers to 
my questions. It makes me 
question why they are not 
forthcoming with answers.

YES→ I believe Ottawa 
should be working in con-
junction with our neigh-
bouring communities for 
this.

Paul St. Jean
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George Wright Yes No --> I would insist that 
the project be improved 
to reduce that threat. The 
status quo of importing oil 
from Venezuela and to a 
lesser degree the middle 
east is worse.

Yes --> I believe the city 
will be an intervener, we 
are a stakeholder in the 
project. The question is 
poorly worded.

WARD 21 – Rideau-Goulbourn
Scott Moffatt * NO→ I feel this is an is-

sue that falls under Fed-
eral jurisdiction and the 
role of the municipality is 
minimal. My role has been 
gathering information and 
securing answers for con-
cerned residents. I will 
continue to do so.

NO→ I feel this is an is-
sue that falls under Fed-
eral jurisdiction and the 
role of the municipality is 
minimal. My role has been 
gathering information and 
securing answers for con-
cerned residents. I will 
continue to do so.

NO→ I feel this is an is-
sue that falls under Fed-
eral jurisdiction and the 
role of the municipality is 
minimal. My role has been 
gathering information and 
securing answers for con-
cerned residents. I will 
continue to do so.

Daniel Scharf NO→ The federal govern-
ment has responsibility 
for this; Ottawa can review 
and comment.

NO→ This question is a 
matter of degree: what is 
the probability of the risk, 
and the severity of the im-
pacts?

NO

WARD 22 – Gloucester South-Nepean
Kevin Fulsom
Scott Hodge NO→The approval and 

management of the pipe-
line is jurisdiction of the 
Federal Government and 
all environmental assess-
ments will be conducted 
in accordance to legal re-
quirements. As a principal 
stakeholder, the City of Ot-
tawa should be involved 
in the review process but 
should not circumvent the 
responsibilities of other 
levels of government and 
conduct is own indepen-
dent assessment.

YES NO

Jason Kelly
Michael Qaqish
Bader Rashed
Roger Scharfe
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Susan Sherring I believe the City of Ottawa 
must research and assess 
the pipeline plan through 
our city, and closely exam-
ine safety precautions and 
protocols.

The answer to this ques-
tion would depend on 
the quality of research 
and analysis and whether 
there are ways to address 
the risks.

The question is do we com-
municate our concerns to 
the provincial government 
or directly to the National 
Energy Board? I think in-
tervener status is a ques-
tion for the new city coun-
cil and I would like input 
from staff and community 
and environmental groups. 
Intervener status would 
also depend on what our 
research and analysis has 
told us.

WARD 23 – Kanata South
David Abuwa YES YES NO
Bruce Anthony 
Faulkner

No – Oil and the moving of 
oil is this province’s only 
hope of getting out of debt.

No – We need proof of this 
harm? And we need to 
ask if Ontario continues 
to spend at this rate how 
long can we continue on 
this road?

NO.

Allan Hubley *


