
VOTE FOR A HEALTHY & GREEN
OTTAWA-ELECTION 2014

YOUR DECISION

CITY COUNCIL READY TO 
INVEST IN STORM-WATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE
Candidates for city council show nearly universal support for tack-
ling Ottawa’s problems with storm-water management. 97 per cent 
want to make the additional investments needed to protect commu-
nities from flooding and ensure our rivers remain healthy and clean. 
More than nine out of ten candidates want the city to promote green 
infrastructure to improve Ottawa’s water management. And 83 per 
cent want an ambitious target for reducing water consumption.

A survey conducted by Ecology Ottawa shows all but three candi-
dates for city council are ready to take on the infrastructure invest-
ments required to promote clean drinking water, reduce the toxins 
going into our rivers, and protect communities and streams from 
flooding associated with severe weather. 

ALL-CANDIDATES SURVEY
UPDATED  OCTOBER 17
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Nearly as many candidates (all but seven) pledged to invest in park-
lands, wetlands, street trees, urban forests, natural channels, per-
meable surfaces and green roofs in order to reduce costs, protect 
ecosystems and adapt to extreme weather events.

Slightly fewer, though still more than eight out of ten candidates, sup-
port conservation measures to reduce Ottawa’s water consumption 
by three per cent annually.

Storm-water management appears set to become the city’s next big 
project after light rail. Each candidate’s response can be found in the 
table below, organized by ward.

What’s the Issue?
Every time it rains, a cocktail of contaminants (including bacteria, 
chemicals, fuels and heavy metals) washes off our streets, through 
storm sewers and into our rivers and streams. As a result, not only 
are the city’s beaches often closed to swimming, the wildlife that rely 
on our waterways are endangered. 

What’s more, homes are regularly flooded, as occurred in Bay and 
Innes wards only a few weeks ago. 

In March 2014, city council’s Environment Committee voted to de-
velop a Water Environment Strategy to reduce the amount of storm-
water that ends up in our rivers, and to ensure the water that does is 
properly treated first. 

The city’s Ottawa River Action Plan is already reducing the outflow 
of sewage into the Ottawa River. In this survey, Council candidates 
said they are prepared to make the additional investments needed to 
protect all our waterways. The responsibility to ensure adoption and 
implementation of a rigorous strategy will fall to the newly elected 
city council. 

Green Infrastructure
Candidates said they favour investments in infrastructure that slows 
down and soaks up storm-water, such as parklands, wetlands, road-
side trees, urban forests, natural channels, permeable surfaces, and 
green roofs. Such investments would reduce overall costs, protect 
ecosystems and reduce damage from extreme weather events. 
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While a few candidates expressed concern about potential costs, an 
overwhelming majority said real savings could be realized by taking 
advantage of the city’s natural capital and systems. Most candidates 
suggested a focus on realistic and measurable goals, with a clear 
timetable for implementation and consistent monitoring and review.

Water Conservation
Nearly all candidates want pro-active measures to encourage water 
conservation. Eighty-three per cent of respondents endorsed a target 
of reducing water usage by 3 per cent annually. 

Conservation efforts already reduced the amount of drinking water 
we use from over 125 mega-litres (125 billion litres) per year in 2006 
to 100 mega-litres in 2013. Candidates would like the city’s Water En-
vironment Strategy to build on this success.

Creative Ideas
In addition to pledging action on water management and green infra-
structure, candidates offered specific ideas regarding direct capital 
investments and changes to operational practices. Several noted the 
need to work collaboratively with the Gatineau government, the pro-
vincial governments of both Ontario and Quebec, and organizations 
like Ottawa Riverkeeper.

Candidates want stiff penalties for polluting Ottawa’s water system. 
They would require a full assessment of potential watershed impacts 
for all development projects. And they would provide incentives for 
private developers to incorporate water management features, such 
as permeable pavement, green roofs and rain gardens. 

Candidates suggested that green infrastructure should be integrated 
holistically into initiatives in a cost effective and efficient manner. 
Several suggested Ottawa learn from other cities and require more 
robust green building performance efficiencies. Community-led proj-
ects, like community gardens and green walls, as well as preserva-
tion of woodlots, parklands and wetlands, were noted as key ele-
ments of a city strategy.
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Few Dissenters
The four candidates that indicated “NO” on the questions about wa-
ter management or green infrastructure expressed concerns about 
costs; many of those answering “YES” also indicated that invest-
ments must be sensible and affordable. Of the fifteen candidates 
who expressed reservations regarding water conservation, five were 
not convinced that 3 per cent is an appropriate reduction target (one 
wanted a higher target), two were concerned about costs, one said 
it was not possible and three gave no reason. One candidate did not 
clearly state “YES” or “NO”.

Voters in Wards 8, 20 and 23 have a choice to make, since opposing 
candidates have clearly opposing views on water management and 
green infrastructure.

 

69 Per Cent Response Rate
Over two-thirds of all candidates have responded to date. The high-
est response rate came in Wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 
21 and 23. In Ward 9 only one candidate has responded thus far. No 
candidates have yet responded from Ward 6. Ecology Ottawa will 
update the results on its website as responses come in.

The urban core is made up of Wards 11 through 18. Ottawa’s rural 
areas lie in Wards 5, 19, 20 and 21. Those wards considered primarily 
suburban are Wards 1 through 10 and Wards 22 and 23.

The Questions
As part of a general survey ahead of the October municipal elections, 
Ecology Ottawa asked all candidates for mayor and city council to 
answer three questions regarding their plans for addressing Ottawa’s 
management of water:

1. The City of Ottawa is developing a Water Environment Strategy 
that will provide a framework for action to promote clean drinking wa-
ter, reduce the toxins going into our rivers, and protect communities 
and streams from flooding associated with severe weather. If elected, 
will you support the development of a strong strategy and prioritize 
the investments necessary to realize the strategy’s goals? 

2. The April 2014 Ontario Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) in-
structs planning authorities to promote green infrastructure mea-
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sures (such as parklands, storm-water systems, wetlands, street 
trees, urban forests, natural channels, permeable surfaces, and green 
roofs) in order to reduce costs, protect ecosystems and adapt to ex-
treme weather events. If elected, will you prioritize green infrastruc-
ture in addressing the City of Ottawa’s water management needs?

3. The production of clean water for public consumption has 
been falling over the past decade in Ottawa (i.e., we are using less 
water). Between 2004 and 2013, the amount of clean water produced 
and used inside Ottawa fell from over 125,000 million litres to about 
100,000 million litres (not including private wells). If elected will you 
commit to continuing this trend by prioritizing water conservation 
measures that reduce usage by 3 percent per year?

Candidates’ full responses can be found in the following ward-by-
ward table.

Ecology Ottawa would like all candidates to strongly support a Water 
Environment Strategy for the city. If elected, they will determine the 
funding and priority accorded to making our rivers healthy over the 
next four years. 

What you can do:
• Ask if your candidate has submitted their answers.
• Ask one or more of these questions at an all candidate’s meeting 

or when you meet your candidate at the door.
• Watch for Ecology Ottawa’s reports on how candidates responded 

and add your voice via social media.
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CANDIDATES 

*indicates 
incumbent

The City of Ottawa is de-
veloping a Water Environ-
ment Strategy that will pro-
vide a framework for action 
to promote clean drinking 
water, reduce the toxins 
going into our rivers, and 
protect communities and 
streams from flooding 
associated with severe 
weather. If elected, will you 
support the development 
of a strong strategy and 
prioritize the investments 
necessary to realize the 
strategy’s goals?

The April 2014 Ontario Pro-
vincial Policy Statement 
(PPS) instructs planning 
authorities to promote 
green infrastructure mea-
sures (such as parklands, 
storm-water systems, 
wetlands, street trees, ur-
ban forests, natural chan-
nels, permeable surfaces, 
and green roofs) in order 
to reduce costs, protect 
ecosystems and adapt to 
extreme weather events. 
If elected, will you priori-
tize green infrastructure in 
addressing the City of Ot-
tawa’s water management 
needs?

The production of clean 
water for public consump-
tion has been falling over 
the past decade in Ottawa 
(i.e., we are using less 
water). Between 2004 and 
2013, the amount of clean 
water produced and used 
inside Ottawa fell from 
over 125,000 million litres 
to about 100,000 million li-
tres (not including private 
wells). If elected will you 
commit to continuing this 
trend by prioritizing water 
conservation measures 
that reduce usage by 3 per-
cent per year?

85 Respondents 
(69% of total)

97% of respondents an-
swered YES

92% of respondents an-
swered YES

83% of respondents an-
swered YES

WARD 1 – Orleans
Gordon R. 
Jensen

YES - I am supportive of all 
of the goals noted as being 
included in the planned 
strategy framework.  As 
with all new documents, 
plans and strategies, I 
would need to carefully re-
view all aspects and rami-
fications of the documents 
presented to ensure the 
recommended ways ahead 
are feasible, desirable and 
affordable.

YES - I would definitely 
support green initiatives 
and infrastructure in ad-
dressing Ottawa’s water 
management needs where 
such inclusion is feasible 
and desirable.  I applaud 
the implementation of 
the 17 projects of the Ot-
tawa River Action Plan as 
championed by incum-
bent Bob Monette.  I am a 
firm supporter of protect-
ing greenspaces, and am 
strongly opposed to un-
restrained urban sprawl, 
particularly without signifi-
cant community consulta-
tion.

NO - I think it is important 
to continue to educate the 
public on the benefits of 
water conservation, and 
support efforts to this end.  
That said, with the prog-
ress made to date, and the 
capacity buffer this should 
provide despite the signifi-
cant population increase 
over the same period, I 
believe that ensuring the 
cleanliness of the natural 
water systems, and mini-
mizing our impact on the 
environment as a whole 
by managing effluents and 
preventing accidental dis-
charge should take prior-
ity.

Candidate Responses

4
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Bob Monette * YES - Being the first per-
son to identify and raise 
the issue of the gate mal-
function and having cham-
pioned the Ottawa River 
Action Plan, we brought 
Federal and Provincial 
governments at the table 
supporting the policy that 
the City has implemented. 
Important to note is that 
before my tour of ROPEC 
in 2007, 100% of raw sew-
age was flowing into the 
River. Today, we stopped 
80% from the flow and I 
will work to ensure that the 
remaining 20% is resolved. 
We must ensure that Que-
bec is also on board.

YES - Having been a mem-
ber of the Planning Com-
mittee for the past two 
terms, the City of Ottawa 
has taken a major role in 
ensuring that these mea-
sures are put in place 
when applications come 
forward to Council.

YES - The City policy has 
always been to promote its 
drinking water and we will 
continue to do so. As far 
as 3%, we intend on con-
tinuing the present trend.

Jennifer 
Robitaille

YES YES NO - Not sure about the 
target amount.

WARD 2 – Innes
Laura Dudas YES - I support the City’s 

continued efforts through 
the Ottawa River Action 
Plan to reduce the amount 
of sewage and storm-water 
that is spilled into the Ot-
tawa River. As a resident 
living in the Eastern Sub-
Watershed area, I have 
witnessed the degrada-
tion of waterways leading 
into the Ottawa River and I 
agree that we need to have 
a strategy in place to pre-
vent more damage from 
happening.

YES - Green infrastructure 
should be an essential part 
of the city planning pro-
cess and, if done properly, 
can be cost efficient while 
improving the quality of 
life for residents.

YES - I support the con-
tinued promotion of water 
conservation by the city to 
further reduce the unnec-
essary use of water, but 
also as a means of better 
managing taxpayer dollars 
by deferring the cost of ex-
panding the City’s water 
infrastructure as a resulted 
of the reduce usage.

Chris Fraser YES YES YES
Eldon Holder YES YES YES
Chantal Lecours
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Jody Mitic YES YES YES - I commit to priori-
tizing water conservation 
measures that reduce us-
age, but do not wish to put 
a number on it. If elected, 
I will only be one vote in a 
room of 24 votes and do 
not wish to promise some-
thing that may be beyond 
my means as a single 
Councillor.

Andrew Modray YES - I have worked on 
Clean Water strategies in 
the past, at the national 
level and think it is every 
City's first priority to en-
sure another Walkerton 
never occurs. Clean water 
and sewage disposal is a 
core service of local gov-
ernment. As City Council-
lor it would be my priority 
that all residents have safe 
and clean water to drink 
and bathe with and would 
ensure that pollutants to 
Ottawa's water system 
faces the stiffest penalties 
and regulations when it 
comes to affecting the wa-
ter table.

YES - I will prioritize Green 
infrastructure to the extent 
that it is economically fea-
sible within the City's bud-
get. Careful examination 
of my platform shows how 
fiscal responsibility needs 
to be at the top of the next 
Council's agenda. We can-
not keep spending money 
without careful examina-
tion of where the funding 
is coming from. Allocation 
of money is key to my plan 
of expenditure review and 
only after that is complet-
ed can we dedicate money 
to 'Green' projects.

YES - Careful examination 
of how and where we re-
duced our consumption of 
water because the public 
consumption of water has 
several implications. Is the 
reduction solely within hu-
man consumption? Does 
this reduction occur within 
the industrial sector as 
well? If we keep reducing 
at a rate such as 3% annu-
ally when will we achieve 
the point of no reduction? 
What would that consump-
tion be?

Fred Sherwin YES - I have read the Water 
Environment Strategy and 
I support its goals.

YES YES

François 
Trépanier

YES YES YES - I already practice 
several water conservation 
methods.
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Teresa Whitmore YES - Supporting the Wa-
ter Environment Strategy 
is part of aggressively 
solving our storm water 
management issues as a 
city that are plaguing our 
main waterways. My past 
experience being involved 
with conservation boards 
has informed me of the 
importance of the main-
tenance of our waterways 
and natural habitat.

YES - I support the long-
term planning of sustain-
able development in our 
legislative framework. Our 
PPS informs our Official 
Plan (OP) that direct ours 
local environmental policy 
framework. We have nu-
merous statements and 
policy sections allocated 
to sustainable measures 
that we can enhance and 
development but we also 
need to support operation-
al changes such as better 
LEEDS standards with our 
buildings and proper zon-
ing and development re-
view to ensure our collec-
tive long-term benefit.

YES - While i support water 
conservation and appro-
priate use of our resources 
that stretch our infrastruc-
ture capacity as we grow 
that affects our capital 
budget we must be real-
istic with our usage and 
budgeting. Our water rate 
budget is growing 5%+ in 
the foreseeable future to 
help address our water 
and storm sewer needs.

WARD 3 – Barrhaven
Ian Bursey YES YES YES
Jan Harder * We are developing it. We are already doing this. People are far more aware 

of water conservation 
which is why the consump-
tion has dropped. They do 
so in many ways.

Syed Asghar 
Hussain

WARD 4 – Kanata North
Matt Muirhead YES YES YES
Jeff Seeton YES YES YES 
Marianne 
Wilkinson *

YES - This remains a pri-
ority with me. I have sup-
ported funds for the Otta-
wa River Action Plan that 
has already reduced most 
sewage overflow from go-
ing into the river. Develop-
ment in my area must have 
a complete & accurate 
drainage plan before pro-
ceeding.

YES - We need an overall 
plan with priorities to fol-
low so that the most need-
ed will first receive fund-
ing. These measures are 
already being followed in 
Kanata North in new com-
munities.

YES - Part of this is from 
stopping leakage from 
pipes (a waste and creates 
ground water problems). 
Measures need to be pri-
oritized so funding goes 
to the most effective mea-
sures first.

WARD 5 – West Carleton-March
Alexander 
Aronec

YES - We need to be proac-
tive to ensure water is not 
contaminated; reducing 
the need for more intense 
treatment.

YES - I am already work-
ing on bringing many of 
these initiatives to the new 
Kanata North Development 
along March Road. 

YES
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Eli El-Chantiry * YES YES - I could support this, 
but this needs to be ad-
dressed as part of the bud-
get process to confirm the 
funding available to sup-
port this initiative.

YES

Brendan Gorman YES YES YES
Jonathan Mark YES - A clean Ottawa River 

is one of our main 3 cam-
paign platforms.

YES - Stormwater systems 
are a constant basic ne-
cessity and must be ad-
dressed in order to keep 
our River clean. Water is 
of the utmost importance 
for a quality human exis-
tence. Parklands, wetlands 
and trees play a huge part 
in the eco-system and the 
proper balance between 
development and ecology 
must always be addressed 
vigilantly, but realistically 
also.

NO - I don't have enough 
details to comment on 
this at this time, is this per 
capita? Our City will most 
likely grow. This is neither 
yes or no, but needed to 
answer to continue.

James Parsons
WARD 6 – Stittsville

David Lee
Shad Qadri *

WARD 7 – Bay 
Alex Cullen YES - I was on City Coun-

cil from 2000 to 2010 and 
participated in the de-
velopment of the Ottawa 
River Action Plan (which I 
strongly support) - this is 
consistent with my values.

YES - As a City Councillor 
for Bay Ward for 10 years 
I supported these initia-
tives.

YES - As a City Councillor 
for Bay Ward for 10 years 
I supported these initia-
tives.

George Guirguis
Brendan Mertens
Michael Pastien YES - Healthy living is a 

mainstay of my lifestyle. 
I've perpetually gone on 
record in surveys & de-
bates as stressing that the 
renewal of Ottawa's badly 
deteriorating sewer sys-
tem, must be a vital "Get it 
Done" project that the city 
needs to budget for!

YES - I'm ongoingly excit-
ed about prioritizing mul-
tifaceted info-bright clean 
eco-green fiscal smart new 
tech bold proactive mea-
sures!

YES

Trevor Robinson
Mark Taylor * YES YES YES - I would accept 3% re-

duction as a target.
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WARD 8 – College
Guy Annable YES - HOWEVER IF AND 

WHEN Quebec installs the 
monitoring equipment on 
its ' side of the river on the 
29 sewage outflows that 
also contaminate the river. 
We have spent 150 million 
in seven years with an-
other 195 to be proposed 
in the next 5, AND QUE-
BEC HAS YET TO INSTALL 
THE MONITORING EQUIP-
MENT TO EVEN KNOW 
HOW MUCH contaminants 
they are spewing into the 
RIVER.

NO - If the Ottawa River 
Action Plan (ORAP) is a re-
ality and the mixed storm-
water containment system 
is a success then this is 
the solution.

YES - Keep raising the wa-
ter rates and you will get 
more conservation, hydro 
is like water, charge peo-
ple more and they will use 
less....simple economics.

Rick Chiarelli * YES - I have supported this 
from the beginning and, as 
representative of one of 
the wards with the biggest 
sewer separation issues, I 
began working with simi-
larly situated Councillors 
prior to 2006 to move this 
forward.

YES YES - I cannot commit to a 
specific number (3%) until 
I have a clear indication 
as to what the collateral 
impacts will be. Similarly, 
I am not against it either. 
But I agree with the goal 
of conservation - I am sim-
ply not sure of the specific 
number.

Craig MacAulay YES YES YES
Scott Andrew 
McLarens

WARD 9 – Knoxdate-Merivale
Keith Egli * YES YES YES

Cristian Lambiri
WARD 10 – Gloucester

Rodaina 
Chahrour
Diane Deans *
Meladul Haq 
Ahmadzai
George Marko
Lilly Obina
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Brad Pye YES - To be clear however, 
I believe this begins first 
with the Province. We at 
the municipal level - but 
so much of the water re-
sources and mandate for 
changes fall under Provin-
cial and Federal regulation. 
We as a council should be 
more active and vocal on 
this issue.

YES - Yes this should be 
the case with the caveat - 
where ‘greening’ any city 
service can be done at 
cost/or below other alter-
native the more environ-
mentally conscious alter-
native should be chosen.

YES - Seems reasonable.

Mohamed Roble YES- If elected, I will work 
closely with local NGO's 
and local community as-
sociations promoting en-
vironmental protection 
and building awareness 
around pressing issues 
and concerns.

YES - If elected, I will sup-
port more green initiatives 
both locally in my ward 
(Ward 10 - Gloucester-
Southgate) as well as ad-
dressing green infrastruc-
ture in City Hall.

YES - If elected, I will be 
committed to prioritizing 
both clean water and water 
conservation as one of my 
environmental platforms to 
be raised in City Hall.

WARD 11 – Beacon Hill-Cyrville
Francesca 
D'Ambrosio

YES YES YES

Nicolas Séguin YES - Improve the system 
of water retention to pre-
vent sewers’ discharges 
into the river. Maintain 
high standards of quality 
drinking water in Ottawa. 
Recognize the benefits 
of consuming tap water, 
rather than bottled thus 
avoiding excess waste in 
landfills or extra recycling 
costs.

YES - Encourage green 
infrastructure throughout 
the city to save energy, re-
duce pollution. Encourage 
the protection of green 
space by financially re-
warding ($) developers to 
protect trees and wood-
lands during development.

YES - Maintain high stan-
dards of quality drinking 
water in Ottawa. Recog-
nize the benefits of con-
suming tap water, rather 
than bottled thus avoiding 
excess waste in landfills or 
extra recycling costs.

Michel Tardif YES - I have made a few 
recommendations on 
treatment of waste water 
and drinking water to be 
cleaner. One was utilizing 
a plasma discharge in the 
water to break down all or-
ganics which is better than 
reverse osmosis where the 
toxins are still intact.

YES - I would like to see 
a bylaw in place like Van-
couver on required parks 
for each development and 
green top roofs on build-
ings.

YES - San Francisco re-
uses some of its wastewa-
ter by treatment of reverse 
osmosis but believe high 
voltage discard of treated 
waste water could be in-
corporated to recycle our 
water.

Rene Tessier YES YES YES
Tim Tierney * YES YES YES - Recognizing that 

budgets must be adjusted.
WARD 12 – Rideau-Vanier

George Atanga YES YES YES
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Marc Aubin YES - Having a plan in 
place, with goals and mile-
stones, provides the road-
map to do this. As council-
lor, I would work to ensure 
that the development and 
implementation of a strong 
strategy is a City priority in 
the next four years. I will 
also work to ensure that 
the City coordinates with 
the other agencies.

YES - As councillor, I 
would work to ensure that 
the necessary policies, 
regulatory tools and bud-
get flexibilities are in place 
to facilitate the coordina-
tion between departments 
so that green infrastruc-
ture can be integrated ho-
listically into initiatives in a 
cost effective and efficient 
manner.

YES - There is room for 
additional reduction in 
our water consumption as 
Ontarians use an average 
of 251 L a day per person 
while France, for example, 
uses only 150 L. Many of 
us in Ottawa continue to 
flush 30% of the water we 
use in our homes down the 
toilet and our aging water 
infrastructure continues to 
leak. As councillor, I would 
work to ensure that the de-
velopment and implemen-
tation of a strong strategy 
is a City priority in the next 
four years.

Mathieu Fleury * YES - We have already 
made great progress with 
the Ottawa River Action 
Plan, for which the Wa-
ter Environment Strategy 
is a component. It is now 
imperative that the Prov-
ince commit funding of the 
Combined Sewage Stor-
age Tunnel and that we 
work with our colleagues 
in Gatineau to ensure that 
they make similar commit-
ments to our waterways.

YES - I strongly believe 
that the City needs to learn 
from other cities, and im-
plement more robust green 
building performance effi-
ciencies, solar panels and 
green roof policies. The 
City also needs to lead the 
way to innovative commu-
nity led projects, includ-
ing community gardens, 
walking school buses and 
green walls.

YES - We need to both edu-
cate residents on ways to 
minimize our consumption 
and use of water and find 
more innovative ways to 
conserve and recycle wa-
ter through programs like 
the green street bioreten-
tion pilots.

Catherine Fortin 
LeFaivre

YES - I will work with my 
Council colleagues to 
create and implement a 
world-class water strategy 
which ensures healthy wa-
tersheds for Ottawa’s resi-
dents and wildlife.

YES YES 

David-George 
Oldham
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Peter D. Clark * YES YES YES - We already promote 
conservation. Putting an 
artificial target would be 
counterproductive.

Cam Holmstrom YES - It is important that 
we do as much preventa-
tive work to ensure that we 
keep our water sources as 
healthy as possible, for the 
long-term sustainability of 
our city. This is especially 
true when we see stories 
about other jurisdictions 
struggling to find enough 
potable water for their citi-
zens. We are blessed to 
have the water resources 
we have and have to do 
what we can to ensure we 
continue to have that re-
source for generations to 
come. I strongly support 
this initiative.

YES - As the city grows 
and more people come to 
our city, green infrastruc-
ture will become more 
and more important to the 
long-term viability of our 
communities. Over time I 
want us to be ahead of the 
curve on the use of natural 
approaches, like green in-
frastructure, so that means 
putting it front and cen-
tre in our planning today 
and using them whenever 
we can to show that they 
work.

YES - With more and more 
residential and commercial 
properties either being ren-
ovated or built with more 
efficient features (like low-
flow toilets for example), 
I find a 3% annual target 
to be a very reasonable 
target. We are becoming 
more conscious and more 
efficient as a society in our 
use of resources like wa-
ter, so I believe a target like 
that can be reached and be 
continued over time.

Marc Vinette YES - This is a founda-
tional issue for me. I will 
support any measure to 
ensure Ottawa residents 
clean drinking water. In 
fact, I'll propose one: im-
mediately cessation, by 
the City, of adding tox-
ins (i.e. hydrofluorosilicic 
acid, generically referred 
to as fluoride) to the wa-
ter supply on the grounds 
of public health, environ-
mental protection, hu-
man rights (fluoridation 
is forced medication) and 
cost (if I'm not mistaken, 
$400,000/year).

YES - You betcha. YES - In principle I agree 
but require more study 
into the specifics of the 
measures proposed.

WARD13 – Rideau-Rockcliffe
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Jevone Nicholas YES - With respect to exist-
ing urban areas and opera-
tional farms, the WES has 
to provide measures that 
will directly address the 
threats of untreated runoff. 
These measures should in-
clude a mix of changes to 
operational practices (pub-
lic and private sectors) as 
well as direct capital in-
vestments. For any future 
land use development in 
urban or rural areas, the 
WES should enforce poli-
cies requiring full assess-
ment of any potential im-
pacts on the watershed.

YES - Measures such as 
parklands and street trees 
do not simply address 
water management. They 
support other environ-
mental and quality-of-life 
goals, such as clean air or 
neighbourhood ambiance. 
I would prioritize green in-
frastructure investments 
based on their cumulative 
impact on several envi-
ronmental fronts. I would 
also explore incentives for 
private developments that 
incorporate water man-
agement features, such as 
permeable surfaces and 
green roofs.

YES - As the 2004 Water 
Efficiency Strategy ex-
pires this year, the new 
WES should incorporate 
conservation measures. 
The City has a dilemma. 
The less water residents 
use, the less meter rev-
enue the City collects. 
Given that we finance the 
water/sewer system sepa-
rate from property taxes, 
there is fiscal pressure not 
to conserve too much, or 
else we can’t pay for sys-
tem maintenance. I call for 
a frank discussion on this 
financing, to find a formu-
la to use less water while 
maintaining infrastructure.

Tobi Nussbaum YES - Ottawa is home to 
plentiful water resourc-
es which we should not 
squander through lack of 
attention or mismanage-
ment. Instead, we should 
aim to have the cleanest 
waterways in Canada – be-
fitting the nation’s capi-
tal and the importance of 
water to Canada’s history 
and identity. To succeed, 
Ottawa will need to work 
together with other cities 
and towns in Ontario and 
Quebec which also border 
our great rivers, conser-
vation authorities and the 
provincial governments. 
The establishment of wa-
tershed (not just local) 
action plans would be an 
important vehicle to do so.

YES - The City must pro-
mote and in certain in-
stances, itself install, 
green infrastructure. For 
example, tree planting 
should be mandated and 
costed in road construc-
tion projects. The benefits 
are many: increased urban 
forest, slower vehicular 
speed, aesthetic improve-
ment, more permeable sur-
face areas and pedestrian 
comfort. Another tool to be 
tried are incentives such 
as for green roof construc-
tion and the use of perme-
able pavement and rain 
gardens. Real savings in 
the construction and oper-
ation of infrastructure can 
be realized by taking ad-
vantage of the city’s natu-
ral capital and systems.

YES - The City should con-
tinue to encourage resi-
dents and businesses to 
further reduce their use of 
water. Incentives such as 
neighbourhood water re-
duction challenges should 
be considered. Water 
meters should be placed 
where residents can moni-
tor their usage, and apps 
that track consumption 
could be piloted. On top of 
the ecological advantages, 
water conservation has 
clear economic benefits to 
residents, via lower bills, 
and to the city, through 
lower costs of water treat-
ment and delivery.
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Sheila Perry YES - The Ottawa River 
watershed is precious and 
must be protected. Finan-
cial support at federal, 
provincial and local levels 
must support stormwater 
management for all. This 
investment will help to 
protect communities and 
streams in the National 
Capital Region from flood-
ing and changing severity 
of weather patterns.  As 
a participant in the Water 
Roundtable sessions held 
on June 14, 2014, it was 
obvious that this issue at-
tracts strong support for a 
Water Environment Strat-
egy in Ottawa.

YES - Greening practices 
must promote water con-
servation and pollution 
prevention.  Strategies 
such as upgrades, repairs 
and intensification proj-
ects need to be addressed. 
A liveable Ottawa should 
promote the implementa-
tion of greening infrastruc-
ture measures such as 
downspouts, permeable 
road  and development ar-
eas, rain barrels and green 
roofs.

YES - Water conservation 
measures continue to be 
important in the Ottawa 
area.  Education, changing 
habits, improved technol-
ogy and planning are tools 
and examples of water de-
mand management.

Penny Thompson   YES - I am in favour of sup-
porting the Water Environ-
ment Strategy as one of 
the projects of the over-
all Ottawa River Action 
Plan. I attended the Water 
Roundtable where agen-
cies protecting our water 
environment participated 
and drew attention to the 
extensive watersheds in 
& around the city. One of 
those flood zones can be 
found in New Edinburgh. 
We saw this year sandbags 
going up as the river levels 
rose to a threatening level. 
Currently it's watched by 
the Rideau Valley Con-
servation Authority. I sup-
port the use of city funds 
for the engineering study 
commissioned to model 
the Rideau River water-
flow.

YES - Green infrastruc-
ture IS the way of the fu-
ture. Through the Green 
Infrastructure Fund, the 
Government of Canada 
supports projects that 
promote cleaner air, re-
duced greenhouse gas 
emissions and cleaner wa-
ter. I support investing in 
these strategies. Locally 
we have seen the launch 
of a successful pilot proj-
ect along Sunnyside with 
the installation of the “rain 
gardens” which will cap-
ture and treat storm-water 
runoff. I am one of approxi-
mately fifteen members of 
the Public Advisory Group 
for the redevelopment of 
the former CFB Rockcliffe 
Lands where Green Infra-
structure will be a major 
component of the develop-
ment.

YES - I will prioritize water 
conservation measures. 
I believe we can do much 
more in terms of educating 
the public about conserv-
ing water usage. The City 
of Ottawa is currently in 
Phase III (the final phase) 
of the ten-year Water Effi-
ciency Strategy. I support 
the introduction of finan-
cial disincentives for those 
who continue inefficient 
water usage but I strongly 
believe to address this is-
sue, a public awareness 
and education campaign 
on smart water usage is 
required.
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WARD 14 - Somerset
Martin Canning YES - Minimizing our im-

pact on local source wa-
ter, streams, and rivers 
requires a holistic strat-
egy. To be successful, this 
Strategy will require the 
City to work effectively 
with other levels of gov-
ernment and other jurisdic-
tions, and work collabora-
tively with organizations 
like the Ottawa River Keep-
ers. (Although my support 
in principle is solid, with 
the absence of a particu-
lar initiative being noted in 
this question, my support 
for specific “investments" 
would be made on a case 
by case basis.)

YES - In the 21st century, 
green infrastructure mea-
sures are essential to 
building strong, healthy, 
and efficient communi-
ties, as well as an effective 
way for cities to meet their 
water management obliga-
tions. In this respect, there 
should be clear linkages 
between future Water Envi-
ronment Strategy and For-
est Management Strategy, 
and how they influence the 
design and material selec-
tion of complete streets, 
and larger urban planning 
efforts.

YES - I support the 3% per 
year reduction target and 
the variety of approaches 
needed to achieve this 
goal, including education 
campaigns, partnerships 
with the development com-
munity, and incentives for 
landlords and tenants, etc. 
We must also pilot pro-
grams that make it easier 
for citizens to embark on 
water and energy efficien-
cy retrofits of their prop-
erty.

Edward Conway YES YES - one of my priorities 
is to make effective the 
parkland requirement as-
sociated with downtown 
condo building develop-
ment. Presently that green 
requirement is treated in-
differently with cash in lieu 
of parks. Cash which the 
city uses for other purpos-
es. I would require the 2% 
parkland to be translated 
into actual downtown park-
land. The 2% parkland re-
quirement from each con-
do-build would be banked 
by the city until 1 hectare 
is accumulated at which 
time it must be translated 
into a downtown park of 1 
hectare.

YES

Catherine 
McKenney

YES YES YES

Thomas McVeigh YES - Being a largely tiara 
city by area, I support both 
storm-water treatment and 
examining contaminants 
introduced by farmland 
runoff e.g. Pesticide and 
too much nitrogen.

YES - Lack of permeable 
surfaces in the core also 
leads to building damage 
as water table gets altered 
and ground subsides.

NO - I checked no. Frankly, 
3% reduction isn't enough.
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Conor Meade YES - I support a compre-
hensive analysis of all po-
tential hazards in our water 
supply, a city review of the 
empirical evidence on their 
potential health effects, 
and the development of a 
strategy to address these 
threats to our health and 
environment.

YES - Absolutely. Ecologi-
cally sound urban spaces 
are crucial for improving 
residents’ quality of life, 
and building more sustain-
able cities.

NO - Conservation is a 
laudable goal. I make an 
effort to conserve water 
at home and I encourage 
everyone to do the same. 
However, in a world with 
a growing population and 
industrializing third world, 
conservation alone will not 
have a significant effect. 
As a policymaker I will be 
focused on measures that 
can make a real difference 
- i.e., better treatment facil-
ities, and water production 
methods that are minimal-
ly disruptive to local eco-
systems.

Jeff Morrison YES - I have spoken at 
length about the need for 
invest in innovative green 
communities and infra-
structure, which includes 
wastewater infrastructure. 
The election of the Ontario 
Liberals will also ensure 
provincial investment for 
the Ottawa River clean-up; 
a top priority.

YES - As part of my plat-
form, I have identified 
creating an Ottawa green 
roof bylaw, similar to that 
of the City of Toronto's. 
As Director of Environ-
ment with the Canadian 
Construction Association 
in the 2000s, I was very 
involved in policies such 
as climate change adapta-
tion for infrastructure, so I 
am very familiar with these 
concepts. Adapting natural 
features into the built envi-
ronment is a step towards 
healthier communities.

YES - As Director of Envi-
ronment with the Canadian 
Construction Association, 
I pushed for federal sub-
sidies for products / tools 
that met lower energy and 
water standards (e.g., low 
flush toilets). As a condo 
Board President, I had rain 
sensors installed in our ir-
rigation system as a means 
to save water. So yes, I 
would support continuing 
efforts in this regard.

Sandro 
Provenzano

YES YES YES

Silviu Riley YES - Ottawa's sewer sys-
tem should not overflow 
into the Ottawa River dur-
ing heavy rain storms. 
This should be addressed 
by the Water Environment 
Strategy, as a way to pro-
tect our drinking water.

YES YES
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Denis Schryburt YES - The City of Ottawa 
MUST also work in partner-
ship with our neighbours 
in Gatineau and both the 
Ontario and Quebec pro-
vincial governments to en-
sure measures are put in 
place to protect our rivers 
from being contaminated.

YES - If elected, I will work 
towards ensuring that 
more green infrastructure 
measures are put in place 
in order to protect our eco-
systems, our parklands, 
urban forests and street 
trees. I also support green 
roofs and more communi-
ty gardens throughout the 
city.

YES

Curtis Tom
Lili V. Weemen YES - Definitely reduce the 

amount of toxins going 
into our rivers.

YES - In Somerset ward 
we have lost too many 
trees over the years and 
a regreening campaign is 
necessary and I would like 
to see Metcalfe street con-
verted into a grand boule-
vard with big trees on both 
sides. Encourage commu-
nity gardens in summer.

YES - Landscaping using 
plants growing on runners 
with shallow roots to cover 
the soil preventing evapo-
ration.

WARD 15 - Kitchissippi
Katherine    
Hobbs *

YES - I am committed to 
the City's Stormwater Man-
agement Retrofit Plan and 
the need for oil and grit 
separators and stormwa-
ter management ponds, 
etc. My goal is to increase 
the number of days West-
boro Beach is open for 
swimming by improving a 
number of factors in the 
Pinecrest Creek corridor 
that contribute to unsafe 
levels of bacteria at the 
beach, and increase pub-
lic awareness and involve-
ment in stormwater man-
agement with rain barrels, 
downspouts directed to 
pervious surfaces.

YES - I fully support this 
policy. Additionally I am 
proud that the new In-
nvoation Centre at Bay-
view Yards will have a 
green roof and that the 
Community Design Plans 
for the OTrain corridor in-
corporate a green swath to 
the River.

YES - I would like to in-
troduce stronger environ-
mental policies for con-
struction in Ottawa such 
as mandating toilets that 
use less water per flush, 
as well as better protection 
of trees during construc-
tion. I believe a list of en-
vironmental requirements 
should be developed and 
integrated into the devel-
opment approval process 
and I would achieve this by 
pushing for it to be added 
to the work plan for the 
Planning Department for 
the next term of Council 
2014-2018.



19

Jeff Leiper YES - We must conserve 
Ottawa’s rivers as a re-
source for future genera-
tions. My commitment, 
if elected, is to prioritize 
municipal spending to 
fund infrastructure to pro-
tect our waterways and 
to push the City continue 
to work with the Province 
to achieve this goal. As 
far back as 2003, I was 
a leader in the success-
ful campaign to eliminate 
the Bayview Yards snow 
dump that was exacerbat-
ing Ottawa River pollution 
(http://ottawariverkeeper.
ca/news/snow_dump_is_
obvious_waste_of_prime_
land/).

YES - I am committed to 
protecting green space 
(http://jeffleiper.ca/con-
tent/western-light-rail-
going-rails-kitchissippi) 
and urban forests (http://
jeffleiper.ca/content/con-
crete-steps-protect-our-
urban-forests). I will vote 
to protect watersheds and 
preserve natural environ-
ments. I am committed to 
maintaining permeable 
surfaces when infill and 
new development occurs. 
I will use regulatory tools 
to require green building 
when possible and other-
wise encourage it through 
incentives.

YES - Public education, 
rebates for high volume 
water users to implement 
water efficiency measures, 
and regulatory measures 
such as water restrictions 
have served to reduce 
the overall and maximum 
day production of water. 
If elected, I will work to re-
duce per capita and over-
all water consumption with 
measures that continue to 
reduce system leakage, 
continuing public educa-
tion measures, as well 
as regulatory measures 
where needed.

Ellen Lougheed YES - Why has this not 
been done before?

YES - Why would I in good 
conscience oppose it?

NO - Don't know yet.

Michelle Reimer YES YES YES
Larry Wasslen

WARD 16 – River
Riley 
Brockington
Barbara Carroll
Don Francis YES - Action on this file is 

absolutely necessary as 
so many reports have now 
shown, including the most 
recent one about the plas-
tic particles found in rivers 
from products as seem-
ingly innocent as tooth-
paste. The impact on fish 
has been known for years 
particularly from medi-
cal products which pass 
through the human body 
into the waste stream.

YES - The need for action 
was made particularly 
clear in Toronto and Cal-
gary last year.

YES - I am interested in 
knowing more about how 
the reduction occurred 
and how more can occur.

Antonio Giannetti
Jeff Koscik YES - Yes I will support 

such a Water Environment 
Strategy as long as the 
proper groups are con-
sulted, a reasonable time-
line and reasonable goals 
are set out.

YES YES

Michael Kostiuk YES YES YES



20
Vote for a Healthy & Green Ottawa-Election 2014

Mike Patton YES YES NO - Really more of a may-
be, I don't know how much 
more real conservation is 
available or how the 3% 
goal would be achieved.

Colin Pennie YES - Water Environment 
Strategy is a key prior-
ity for the city. We need to 
follow-through on a multi-
jurisdictional government 
approach to implement 
clean water and healthy 
watersheds.

YES - Sustainable solu-
tions must effectively 
protect and preserve the 
environment to avoid big-
ger problems in the future. 
River Ward has more green 
space than any other area 
in Ottawa that requires the 
protection and support of 
leadership with any initia-
tives going forward.

YES - Without question, 
reduced water consump-
tion will be a priority if I am 
elected as City Councillor 
for River Ward 16. I will 
continue to work to imple-
ment water conservation 
methods.

Vanessa Nicki 
Sutton

YES - By strategically re-
aligning existing budget 
resources as I do not want 
to increase property taxes.

YES - By strategically re-
aligning existing budget 
resources as I do not want 
to increase property taxes.

YES

Bruce 
Winchester

WARD 17 - Capital 
Scott Blurton YES - When I first arrived 

in Ottawa, I was surprised 
by everyone I met advised 
not to swim in the water at 
Mooney's Bay. Where I was 
raised, access to clean wa-
ter, both for drinking and 
for swimming. As Coun-
cillor, I want work with a 
Coalition of the Green to 
clean up our rivers so that 
they become a source of 
pride for our community.

YES - While we are blessed 
by one of the world's larg-
est inventories of fresh 
water, we must still work 
hard to use our bounty as 
efficiently and sustainably 
as possible. Green Infra-
structure provides an op-
portunity to make invest-
ments today that will pay 
dividends for decades to 
come.

YES - I would. There are 
many new techniques, 
innovations and tech-
nologies that allow us to 
use less water to accom-
plish the same activities 
that sustain our lives. As 
Councillor, I look forward 
to working with the City to 
investigate them.
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David 
Chernushenko *

YES - I am particularly keen 
to promote alternative 
storm-water management 
methods at the commu-
nity level for new devel-
opments, both urban and 
suburban. Less hardened 
landscape, free roofs, wa-
ter retaining landscaping, 
etc. Our pilot project on 
Sunnyside Avenue will be 
a valuable start.

YES - We are doing a poor 
job of requiring planting of 
trees along streets where 
there is the potential for 
them to become large 
street trees. Too great a 
priority is given to under-
ground parking being al-
lowed to go to the edge of 
the sidewalk.

YES - Our challenge is go-
ing to be the adoption of a 
pricing system which con-
tinues to encourage wa-
ter conservation, while at 
the same time generates 
enough revenue to pay for 
delivery to every home of 
affordably-priced, clean 
water.

Espoir 
Manirambona

YES - Strongly agree, the 
water supply should also 
be free of any medications 
such as fluoride. I hope 
ecology ottawa will join the 
growing call for fluorida-
tion free water. http://www.
fluoridefree.ca/

YES YES - Agreed. conserving 
water should be a key pri-
ority. One way to do that 
is to significantly reduce 
production/consumption 
of unnecessary goods and 
services.

WARD 18 - Alta Vista
Adam Bowick
Daher Muse Calin
Jean Cloutier
Clinton Cowan YES YES YES
Jeff Dubois YES YES YES
Hussein 
Mahmoud

YES - I am committed to 
fighting for a clean and 
healthy environment for 
all residents of Ottawa. 
Many residents, including 
myself drink our cities wa-
ter. It is essential that this 
source is clean and the 
city does its part to ensure 
it is drinkable and safe.

YES - Green infrastructure 
and promoting a healthy 
eco system is essential. 
The decisions that we 
make now will not only ef-
fect us today, rather it will 
impact the lives of many in 
the future. I want a city that 
is clean and sustainable 
for not only my children 
and grand children but for 
the generations to come.

YES - I am definitely com-
mitted to prioritizing water 
conservation measures 
in the city. One thing that 
I would like to bring up is 
I am also against hiking 
user fees on water and 
sewage bills. The city has 
increased these fees due 
to the lack of revenue gen-
erated since we have con-
served an abundance of 
water. We need to continue 
to conserve water, howev-
er, we cannot punish resi-
dents by increasing user 
fees. Rather we should en-
courage them.

Perry Marleau
John Redins

Brandon Scharfe
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WARD 19 – Cumberland
Marc Belisle YES - Protecting our wa-

ters is one of my top pri-
orities.

YES - All that is mentioned 
above will improve our 
quality of life, our envi-
ronment and protect our 
children's future. Green 
infrastructure is the only 
way we should be moving 
ahead.

YES - Yes absolutely. I of-
ten see people watering 
their driveway. This should 
be banned.

Stephen Blais * Like so many of you, I was 
appalled when I learned of 
raw sewage flooding into 
the Ottawa River. As such, 
we’ve acted to significantly 
to reduce these occurrenc-
es and to develop a long-
term plan to eliminate it 
all together. As a frequent 
visitor to Petrie Island with 
my son, this initiative is 
one that deserves all levels 
of government’s utmost at-
tention. I am proud to have 
supported every vote on 
this issue. I am pleased 
with the Provincial com-
mitment to fund the Ottawa 
River Action Plan and hope 
that the Federal govern-
ment will match this com-
mitment very soon. A clean 
Ottawa River is a legacy I 
want to pass onto my son 
and future generations of 
Ottawa residents.

As you likely know, as a 
city councillor, the plant-
ing of tens of thousands of 
trees to enhance our parks 
and roadways has been 
a priority of mine. We’ve 
planted tens of thousands 
of trees in Cumberland 
in the last four years. 1. 
http://www.stephenblais.
ca/en/news/item/blais-
announces-tree-planting-
for-earth-day 2. http://
www.stephenblais.ca/en/
news/item/hundreds-of-
new-trees-to-be-planted-
in-orleans We’ve also pro-
tected natural areas in the 
east end to help beautify 
our surroundings, while at 
the same time, benefiting 
our natural environment. 
More notably, I have also 
been instrumental in pro-
tecting natural areas such 
as Lalande Conservation 
Park. http://www.stephen-
blais.ca/en/news/item/
blais-unveils-lalande-con-
servation-park. Further-
more, as a member of the 
South Nation Conserva-
tion Authority board I have 
championed the conserva-
tion of important natural 
features and have fought 
for the necessary funding 
to protect critical environ-
mental features in Ottawa 
and throughout the region.

I am and will remain a 
strong advocate of build-
ing LEED certified facilities 
to save energy and water. 
And where it has been ap-
propriate to conserve wa-
ter usage, I have been a 
strong proponent. Oppor-
tunities such as the col-
lection and use of brown 
water in new facilities and 
buildings are examples 
that we should take more 
often.

WARD 20 – Osgoode
George Darouze YES YES YES
Tom Dawson YES YES YES
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Davis Jermacans YES - Clean drinking water 
is a core need for us all.  In 
rural Ottawa a clean water 
strategy and investment is 
critical to ensure contin-
ued access to clean water 
for people who depend on 
private services (well and 
septic).

YES YES - Yes if you are talking 
on a per capita basis. The 
troublesome issue of city 
clean water taken from hy-
drants by various contrac-
tors for street cleaning, 
watering street vegetation  
and other high water uses 
needs to be looked into. 
Many of these uses do not 
need processed water.

Jean Johnston-
McKitterick
Liam Maguire YES - Absolutely I will sup-

port further development 
of strategies to help with 
this issue but any financial 
commitment especially if 
it’s an increase over what 
was allotted previously will 
have to be examined ver-
sus other core issues.

NO - Because there’s only 
a yes/no answer to this I 
had to answer no. For me, 
this is not a priority. We 
have people losing their 
homes due to hydro costs 
and property tax increas-
es.We need transit help 
especially in the rurals, 
the state of our roads also 
needs to be addressed out 
here all before we worry 
about green infrastructure.

NO - I need more informa-
tion on this topic before 
I’m able to fully comment 
on it. I am not familiar with 
these water numbers. 

Bob Masaro
Allen Scantland
Mark Scharfe YES - My platform is to 

suspend the spreading of 
sewage sludge on farm-
land.

YES - The more trees the 
better.

NO - Don't think it's possi-
ble. We've already got no-
flush toilets everywhere. I 
don't think it can be done. 
People have to live.

Kim Sheldrick YES - This is something 
I truly believe in and will 
help work towards whether 
I am elected or not.

YES YES - I also believe we 
should further investigate 
the option "reusable grey 
water" for toilet flushing. 
Treating water to potable 
levels to use in toilets 
seems a waste of resourc-
es.

Paul St. Jean
George Wright YES NO - First step must be 

treating all the water re-
leased into the Ottawa 
River.

NO - Without knowing the 
costs, I cannot commit.
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WARD 21 – Rideau-Goulbourn
Scott Moffatt * YES YES - Supporting green in-

frastructure that reducing 
costs and saves taxpay-
ers dollars while protect-
ing the environment is a 
no brainer, I am not con-
vinced, however, that the 
environmental benefits of 
all green roofs outweigh 
the financial costs. I don't 
feel we can go for green at 
any cost. It needs to make 
sense and be affordable.

YES - This is a bit of a yes/
no for me. The City of Ot-
tawa has and will continue 
to promote water conser-
vation. However, attaching 
a hard number is difficult 
because of growth and 
other factors. Even if you 
remained at 100,000L over 
the next few years, that's 
conservation but wouldn't 
achieve the 3% reduction.

Daniel Scharf YES - I support this with 
the qualification that ad-
dressing these issues in 
rural and farming commu-
nities is quite different. For 
example, rural drainage 
and flooding as a result 
of ineffective or unmain-
tained municipal drains is 
an important concern in 
Ward 21.

YES - I support, with the 
qualification that we live, 
farm and do business 
in areas that are already 
“green.” It is essential to 
our livelihood and quality 
of life that we maintain and 
protect sensitive ecosys-
tems.

YES - Yes, with the strong 
qualification that this ap-
plies mainly to urban and 
suburban areas. Since the 
vast majority of our resi-
dents provide their own 
water through wells, we 
live every day using prin-
ciples of water conserva-
tion--we know how to do 
this.

WARD 22 – Gloucester South-Nepean
Kevin Fulsom
Scott Hodge YES YES - In keeping with the 

intent of this Provincial 
Policy Statement, the City 
of Ottawa needs to recog-
nize and prioritize the need 
to protect and maintain the 
urban forest / woodlot ar-
eas located in the various 
developing communities in 
the suburban areas of Ot-
tawa.

NO - The City has been 
promoting two potentially 
contradictory policies - 
reduce the consumption 
of water but tap water is 
clean and healthy and has 
been promoting to resi-
dents the consumption of 
tap water instead of pur-
chasing bottled water. The 
City should continue pro-
moting the consumption 
of tap water, and the ben-
efits of regular watering of 
lawns and green spaces 
on private property, while 
educating residents and 
property owners on how to 
be 'water conscious' and 
not waste clean water.

Jason Kelly
Michael Qaqish
Bader Rashed
Roger Scharfe



25

Susan Sherring YES - The development of 
a strong and sustainable 
water strategy must be 
one of Council’s priorities 
moving forward. Reduc-
ing flooding and protect-
ing rivers and streams is 
critical for residents today 
and future generations. 
I believe such a strategy 
must be more than lofty 
principles. Instead it must 
focus on realistic and mea-
surable goals, with a clear 
timetable for implementa-
tion and consistent moni-
toring and review.

Green infrastructure is a 
priority but not all infra-
structure measures are 
created equal. Rather than 
blanket support for a laun-
dry list of measures, I am 
committed to analysis and 
action that focuses on spe-
cific measures that are ap-
plicable to the issues we 
face in Ottawa.

NO - I believe conserva-
tion measures can be best 
achieved through educa-
tion and awareness rather 
than setting arbitrary tar-
gets.

WARD 23 – Kanata South
David Abuwa YES - Clean water is are 

most essential resource 
and we cannot afford to 
squander it.

YES - We must continue to 
maintain are connection 
with nature, even within 
the urban bounderies, 
to appreciate the beauty, 
splendor, and calming ef-
fect that result from a bal-
anced ecosystem.

YES - The population in 
the City of Ottawa will only 
increase as time goes on.  
It is our duty to ensure as 
much clean water as fea-
sible.

Bruce Anthony 
Faulkner

NO - We have to develop 
a plan that includes Que-
bec and a cost recovery to 
this plan. But only after we 
have a clear mandate from 
the voters and the tax pay-
er. I answered no because 
this is not the call of a can-
didate its the residents of 
Ottawa who will pay and 
continue to pay .

Let’s start with the horse in 
front of the cart!!

NO - We need to look at all 
aspects of a policy before 
we sign on and spend tax-
payers money.

NO - The reduction of wa-
ter consumption may be a 
result of an increase in wa-
ter bills from the munici-
pality?

Allan Hubley*


