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Ecology Ottawa 

430-1 Nicholas St. 

Ottawa, ON K1N 7B7 

 

 

July 8, 2020 

 

 

Marie-France Lalonde 

255 Centrum Blvd., 2nd Floor 

Orléans, ON K1E 3W3 

 

Stephen Blais 

204-4473 Innes Rd.  

Orléans, ON K4 1A7 

 

 

Dear MP Lalonde and MPP Blais,  

 

Following conversations between our supporters, area councillors and Bike Ottawa, we are writing 

to seek public funding for a new multiuse path with protected intersections on Orléans Boulevard. 

This path would install cycling connections between Innes Road and the multiuse path along the 

Ottawa River, linking neighbourhoods north and south of Highway 174.  

 

We understand that councillors Matthew Luloff (Orléans ward) and Laura Dudas (Innes ward) 

have requested that city staff look closely at this possible project. The multiuse path is situated in 

an advantageous location that would provide safe access to the future Orléans LRT Station from 

north and south of the Confederation Line. It would also provide a safe way for students to cycle 

to three surrounding schools, and for Orléans residents to cycle to the Ottawa Public Library as 

well as two shopping centres.  

 

We understand that federal infrastructure funding of projects is being carried out with a climate 

lens. This project has important climate implications by allowing people to reach public transit 

stations using active transportation. This would get people out of their cars, encourage the use of 

public transit, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and make Orléans a more sustainable community.  

 



 

 

In 2018, Ecology Ottawa conducted a survey which showed us that a large majority of Ottawans 

are highly engaged with active transportation. Safety concerns remain the main barrier stopping 

more residents from cycling in all areas of our city.1 We must learn from tragic incidents like last 

summer’s death of a young cyclist near Jeanne D’Arc station (parallel to Orléans Boulevard). With 

safer and more plentiful active transportation infrastructure, safety concerns will no longer be a 

barrier to healthy living.   

  

In recent times, the COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated massive demand for active 

transportation in Ottawa. Pathways are overflowing and area bike shops are struggling to meet 

demand. Cities around the world are expanding their cycling infrastructure to take advantage of 

cycling’s benefits in this new context. This is the time for Ottawa to move forward on important 

cycling infrastructure. 

 

We thank you for your consideration of this request, and look forward to important active 

transportation improvements for the residents of Orléans. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Robb Barnes 

Executive Director 

Ecology Ottawa 

Tel: 613-276-5753 (cell) 

Email: robb.barnes@ecologyottawa.ca  

 

 

Cc: The Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Infrastructure and Communities  

Matthew Luloff, Councillor, Ward 1 Orléans 

Laura Dudas, Councillor, Ward 2 Innes 

 

                                                 
1
 https://ecologyottawa3.files.wordpress.com/2018/07/active-transportation-survey-2018-

summary.pdf 
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