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EDO NSW began 30 years ago as the Environmental Defender’s Office of NSW Inc., born from 

planning reforms in the early 1980s that put the public interest front and centre.  

 

The 1970s was a time beset by development controversies and little regard for the rule of law in 

planning matters, with corruption and the union movement’s “green bans”, to stop environmentally 

damaging development, typical of the day. 

 

The Wran Labor government stepped in with a range of changes, ushering in wholesale reforms to 

planning, development and heritage laws while also establishing the Land and Environment Court.  

 

It soon became obvious that, if community involvement and the public interest were to mean   

something, an independent legal service was needed to help local residents use these new laws to 

protect their communities and the environment.  

 

The newly formed Environmental Law Association of NSW pushed the idea and – somewhat       

unbelievably in hindsight - donations were obtained from Lend Lease ($10,000) and Esso ($1,000) 

with a $25,000 grant from the Legal Aid Commission. We opened our doors in May 1985 and       

enquiries flooded in from all over the State on trees, developments, rezonings, quarries and mines. 

  

Over the past thirty years, we have achieved positive environmental outcomes for the community on 

a range of issues - from quarries in the 1980s, forestry in the 1990s and mining and coal seam gas 

in recent years. Throughout this time we’ve always sought to hold governments and companies to 

account, a role that is just as important today.  

 

We will be celebrating our anniversary throughout this year, including a dinner on Thursday 25 June 

2015 to commemorate our achievements and raise funds for our future work. For more information 

visit our website www.edonsw.org.au.   

It’s our 30th anniversary!  
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An essential service… 

The original Convenor of EDO, Professor Ben Boer, has watched the organisation’s development 

from its formative years. 

 

“EDO NSW has influenced a generation of environmental law practice, not only in NSW, but also as 

the progenitor of EDOs in the other States and Territories.” Professor Boer said.  

 

“I am confident that the EDO will still be here in another 30 years, for the simple reason that its     

raison d’être remains the same. It fills a gap that no private firm or educational institution is able to in 

promoting the defence of the environment.”  

 

Today, we’re as busy as we’ve ever been, continuing to give expert legal advice, run landmark legal 

cases and provide legal education workshops for community groups across NSW.   

 

We are also working nationally and internationally because the major environmental problems of our 

time aren’t just local, they’re global and interconnected. This means that EDO NSW’s work has    

expanded to include an Indigenous Engagement Program to advise, assist and represent  Aboriginal 

communities on environmental matters; an International Program to help build capacity in          

neighbouring regions; and a Scientific Advisory Service to ensure that the best available scientific 

knowledge is incorporated into all aspects of our work. 

EDO hit the ground running 

Our first enquiries from the public were surprisingly similar to those received today, but also          

reflected the issues of the time. In the first year, EDO staff provided advice on topics ranging from 

mining developments, pollution and bushland rezoning to radio towers, koala exports, logging     

permits and a fireworks factory. 

 

Within months of opening our doors, we had already achieved a number of successful outcomes for 

our clients.  

 

One of our first cases was on behalf of a local residents group concerned about the effects on    

community health from activities proposed for two quarries in Nethercote, near Eden in NSW. The 

rock to be quarried contained tremolite, a type of asbestos, and EDO successfully assisted the 

group to appeal to the Land and Environment Court against a council decision to grant development 

consent to the quarries. 

EDO staff embrace modern technology 



 

facebook.com/edonsw             @EDONSW                                   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

www.edonsw.org.au 

These early examples of communities banding together to enforce their legal rights is a process that 

today forms the basis of our public interest environmental legal cases. You can read about our 

current cases on our website, including the Mackay Conservation Group’s community funded legal 

challenge to the Federal Environment Minister’s approval of the Carmichael open cut and 

underground coal mine in central Queensland, and Friends of Tumblebee’s challenge to Cessnock 

City Council’s approval of a steel fabrication and workshop facility affecting the habitat of the 

critically endangered Regent Honeyeater. 

 

Receiving requests for legal advice from across the state meant that we were increasingly able to 

identify systemic problems in the legal system. In response, in the late 1980’s we established our 

Policy and Law Reform program that in the last financial year made over 40 submissions to State 

and Federal Governments. A current focus is the proposed Federal handover of environmental 

approval powers to the states. 

Helping regional communities 

Now known as the Outreach Program, our public education services began in 1985 with EDO staff 

speaking at community meetings around the state. We quickly built a reputation for providing expert 

legal advice on environmental issues, a service that was not readily available at the time. By the  

early 1990’s, EDO solicitors were not only participating in community seminars but running their own 

- on water catchment management, sustainable development, endangered species legislation,      

forestry reform and coastal management. 

 

Last financial year, EDO NSW presented 21 workshops across the state. Our most recent workshop 

was held last month at the Bobs Farm Community Hall in Bobs Farm, north of Newcastle. Seventy 

local landholders and community members attended the free workshop where EDO NSW solicitors 

explained how the community can respond to development applications, like the proposed Bobs  
 

(from left): EDO NSW solicitor Sarah        

Roebuck, Barristers Jason Lazarus and   

Josie Walker, and Friends of Tumblebee 

President James Ryan. 

Farm sand mining project which, if      

approved, will extract 750,000 tonnes of 

sand a year from a site close to the local 

primary school. 

 

If you are interested in EDO NSW     

presenting a workshop in your area, 

please contact us on (02) 9262 6989 or 

email education@edonsw.org.au. 

R: Bobs Farm workshop participants 



 

SUPPORT US 

 

Workplace giving 

Workplace giving provides long term, stable funding for our programs and helps us plan ahead. Talk 

to your employer about donating to EDO NSW through payroll deductions – it’s an easy way for you 

and your workmates to make a difference together. 

 

Community events and online fundraising 

Help us celebrate our 30
th
 anniversary by fundraising to protect the environment. We are on          

Gofundraise and EverydayHero or  you can hold a local event in your community.  

 

Bequests 

By including a gift to EDO NSW in your Will you will be helping the community to protect the        

Australian environment through the law.  

 

Donate online at www.givenow.com.au/edonsw 

 

For further information on how you can support us, visit our website or call 

(02) 9262 6989. 

Please help reduce our paper use. To receive our communications electronically,  

email your name to fundraising@edonsw.org.au with the subject e-communications.  
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Helping our Pacific neighbours 

Since 1991, the International Program has worked to build the capacity of environmental lawyers in 

the South Pacific. The Program began by conducting workshops for local groups on sustainability, 

particularly on forestry laws, and providing hands-on legal training. The training program gave      

lawyers in the Pacific region an opportunity to work in EDO’s Sydney office, gaining experience 

through meeting and working with other environmental lawyers. 

 

The program has expanded significantly and now includes projects such as the development of 

community protocols in Indonesia to help implement the UN Convention on Biological Diversity; 

building legal capacity for environmental protection in Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and  

Vanuatu; and addressing gaps in law and policy relating to fisheries management and marine       

reserves in Fiji and Papua New Guinea. 

 

International activities are funded by donations and a number of partners, including the David and 

Lucile Packard Foundation and the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund.  

Launch of the Protected Areas Toolkit in Honiara, Solomon Islands. EDO NSW coordinated production of the 

toolkit in collaboration with the Solomon Islands Public Solicitors Office. 
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