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The EDO NSW eBulletin is a free weekly bulletin that includes news, events, public 
notices and opportunities for public comment listed in our online resource Have Your 
Say.  
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EDO NSW News and Events 

2016 Gala Dinner featuring Tim Flannery and amazing auction items 

Tickets to our 2016 Gala Dinner are selling fast. This is an event not to miss! 

We’re excited to announce that Professor Tim Flannery, Chief Councillor of the 
Climate Council, will join us as the keynote speaker. Julie McCrossin will be the 
Master of Ceremonies and Auctioneer for the evening. The Hon. Michael Kirby AC 
CMG, former Justice of the High Court of Australia, will deliver a speech via video. 

Enjoy fine food, drink and a live fundraising auction, including the chance to take 
home a piece of art by 2015 Archibald Prize winner Nigel Milson. Can't make it? Our 
Online Auction is now LIVE. Register today to start bidding.  

When: Wednesday 6 April, 6:30pm 
Where: The Ballroom, Doltone House Hyde Park, 181 Elizabeth Street Sydney 

For more information and to purchase tickets, click here or call us on 02 9262 6989. 

Read more » 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/ebulletin
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
https://galabid.com/auction/edonsw
http://www.edonsw.org.au/dinner
http://www.edonsw.org.au/dinner
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New protest laws – what do they mean? 

You may have heard that the NSW Government has passed legislation that will 
affect environmental protests. The Inclosed Lands, Crimes and Law Enforcement 
Legislation Amendment (Interference) Bill 2016 has been passed by both houses 
and is awaiting assent.  

The laws cover new aggravated trespass offences, expanded offences for interfering 
with a mine, and new police powers. 

We’re drafting a Fact Sheet that will explain the new laws. Keep an eye out in future 
Bulletins to download a copy. 

In the meantime, listen to our CEO and Principal Solicitor Sue Higginson talking 
about the changes on Triple J Radio’s ‘Hack’ program. 

Listen to Sue »  

 

Case update: information to be accessed on Evans Head development  

We attended a planning meeting in the NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
(NCAT) this week on behalf of Dr Peter Ashley, a resident of Evans Head who has 
concerns about the proposed second attempt at a controversial development on 
sensitive coastal land at Evans Head. Dr Ashley made a request for information 
about meetings held between councillors of Richmond Valley Council and the site’s 
developer. The Council refused this request, and Dr Ashley has appealed to the 
NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal (NCAT) seeking review of this refusal 

At the planning meeting, the Council agreed to make direct enquiries of Councillors 
regarding the requested information, and make a fresh determination. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/NSWBills.nsf/1d436d3c74a9e047ca256e690001d75b/a3f6ecf3f449e614ca257f700015556d?OpenDocument
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/NSWBills.nsf/1d436d3c74a9e047ca256e690001d75b/a3f6ecf3f449e614ca257f700015556d?OpenDocument
http://www.abc.net.au/triplej/programs/hack/hack-tuesday/7253024
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Council is required to issue a fresh determination by 12 April 2016 regarding release 
of the information sought by Dr Ashley. Depending on Council’s determination, the 
matter will have another planning meeting in NCAT on 19 April 2016. 

Read more » 

 

Help us make a better IMPACT!  

We’re working on the next edition of IMPACT!, our national journal of environmental 
law that’s been in publication since 1986. Our lead article is on Commonwealth 
offsets, and we’ll be looking at offset conditions for large scale resources projects in 
each state and territory. 

If you’ve got an example you think we should feature, we’d love you to send us an 
email. 

 

Court and Compliance Watch 

Community group successfully joins challenge to hotel development 

The Casula Community Group for Responsible Planning Inc has successfully applied 
to be joined in a merits appeal against a decision to refuse development to demolish 
an existing hotel and construct a much larger 24-hour hotel in Casula. 

The Court held that the area designated as the social impact zone may have been 
too limited to represent an accurate area of impact according to the Community 
Group, and therefore, it was in the public interest to allow the Community Group to 
be joined to the proceedings and provide additional expert evidence.  

While the case on the merits of the development is still to be heard, the Community 
Group’s success in being joined signifies a win for communities who might seek to 
be joined to appeals on the basis of the public interest. 

Read more » 

 

Sand extraction operator fined for unlicensed extraction from Bellinger River 

The NSW EPA has issued a $15,000 penalty notice to High Quality Sands Pty Ltd 
after determining that the operator had exceeded the threshold permitted without a 
license. 

The operator had extracted over 54,000 cubic metres in 2013/14 and over 80,000 
cubic metres in 2014/15, which is well over the 30,000 cubic metre per annum 
allowed without an environment protection license. 

Read more » 

 

Law Reform and Policy Watch 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/ashley_v_richmond_valley_council
mailto:emily.ryan@edonsw.org.au
mailto:emily.ryan@edonsw.org.au
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/56f1b835e4b05f2c4f04c218
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/epamedia/EPAMedia16032101.htm
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NSW State of the Environment Report 2015 

The NSW Government has released its State of the Environment Report 2015. 

Prepared every three years by the EPA, the report provides data on the status of key 
environmental issues facing New South Wales. The report analyses 65 
environmental indicators. 

We’re preparing an analysis of the Report, watch this space for more information. 

Read more » 

 

Update of Australia's National Greenhouse Gas Inventory 

The Australian Government has released the September 2015 quarterly update of 
Australia's National Greenhouse Gas Inventory. The Inventory shows that emissions 
for the year to September 2015 were 0.2 per cent higher than the previous year. 

Read more » 

 

Recent EDO NSW submissions and briefing notes 

 Review of the Natural Resources Commission Act 2003, EDO NSW 
submission 

 Options for Low Rise Medium Density Housing as Complying Development, 
EDO NSW submission 

 The NSW Coastal Management Reforms, EDO NSW submission 

 Senate Inquiry into the Water Amendment (Review Implementation and Other 
Measures) Bill 2015, EDOs of Australia submission 

 The development of supporting regulations for the Biosecurity Act 2015, EDO 
NSW submission 

Read all of our law reform submissions and briefing papers on our website.  

 

New legislation introduced to Parliament 

Australian Parliament 

 Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility Bill 2016 
 

This Government Bill would establish the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility, a 
corporate government body that would provide up to $5 billion in financial assistance 
for the construction of infrastructure projects in Northern Australia. The Bill is 
awaiting second reading. 

Read the Bill » 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/soe/20150817soe-2015.htm
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/greenhouse-gas-measurement/publications/quarterly-update-australias-national-greenhouse-gas-inventory-sep-2015
http://www.edonsw.org.au/review_of_the_natural_resources_commission_act_2003
http://www.edonsw.org.au/submission_on_options_for_low_rise_medium_density_housing_as_complying_development
http://www.edonsw.org.au/submission_responding_to_the_nsw_coastal_management_reforms
http://www.edonsw.org.au/water_amendment_review_implementation_and_other_measures_bill_2015
http://www.edonsw.org.au/water_amendment_review_implementation_and_other_measures_bill_2015
http://www.edonsw.org.au/development_of_supporting_regulations_for_the_biosecurity_act_2015
http://www.edonsw.org.au/law_reform
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_before_Parliament?drt=2&drv=7&drvH=7&pnu=44&pnuH=44&f=12%2f11%2f2013&to=04%2f04%2f2014&ps=10&ito=1&q=&bs=1&pbh=1&bhor=1&pmb=1&g=1&st=1&sr=1
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=r5632
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NSW Parliament 

 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin.  

 

Local Environmental Plan tracking 

 Lismore – Amendment of Rural Landsharing Community Development map 

 Lismore – Rezoning of land in Wyrallah 

 Byron – Addition of heliports as additional permitted use 

 Newcastle – Increase in maximum building height in the city centre to 24 
metres 

 Tamworth – Amendment of minimum lot space provisions in North Tamworth 

 Penrith – Provision of bonus floor space ratio in the city centre 

To access the LEP tracking system, visit the Department of Planning and 
Environment website. Read more about LEPs in our Fact Sheets. Visit your local 
council’s website to see if there are any planning proposals or LEP changes open for 
public comment. 

 

Have Your Say Alerts – Opportunities to Comment 

This eBulletin provides alerts for opportunities to comment on changes to law and 
policy, and activities that may impact the environment in your area. For a 
comprehensive list of current opportunities to have your say on a range of 
environment and planning matters, visit our Have Your Say site. 

This online resource also helps the community to effectively engage with decision-
makers and request a workshop for your community. We are always trying to 
improve our community resources and are currently seeking feedback on the 
effectiveness of Have Your Say. You can help us out by checking out the site and 
completing a short three-question survey. 

 

Consultations 

 Proposed State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 
Amendment (Shooting Ranges) 

The NSW Department of Planning & Environment is proposing changes to planning 
controls for outdoor shooting ranges across NSW. The changes reviews the zoning 
of existing legal shooting facilities and under certain conditions will allow ranges to 
expand their ‘range danger’ area – the buffer zone around a shooting range – onto 
adjoining land. 

Submissions are invited until Monday 18 April 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/nswbills.nsf/V3BillsListCurrent
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2463
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2464
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2462
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2355
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2465
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2406
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/Default.aspx
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_how_can_i_have_my_say_1
http://www.edonsw.org.au/request_a_workshop
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_feedback
http://planspolicies.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7562
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 Amendment to Loose-fill Asbestos Insulation regulations 

A State-wide public register of residential properties known to contain loose-fill 
asbestos has been proposed under an amendment to the laws and regulations 
controlling the handling of asbestos. 

Submissions are invited until Friday 15 April 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Draft NPWS Fossicking in Parks Policy 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service is proposing changes to the regulation that 
limits the activity of fossicking in national parks. This policy addresses the 
management of fossicking areas in parks that currently allow the activity, and will 
consider allowing fossicking in other parks. 

Submissions are invited until Friday 8 April 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Consultation and Transparency Requirements for Offshore Petroleum 
Activities 

The Australian Government Department of Industry, Innovation and Science has 
released an issues paper looking into the consultation and transparency 
requirements for offshore petroleum and greenhouse gas activities in place under 
the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment Regulations) 
2009.  

There will be public consultations on this issues paper held in Darwin, Melbourne, 
Adelaide and Perth in early April. 

Read more and register for sessions » 

 

 Threatened Species and Endangered Ecological Community Listing 
Consultations 

o Illawarra and South Coast Lowland Grassy Woodland ecological 
community 

Submissions are invited until Monday 9 May 2016. 

For a full listing of threatened species and endangered ecological community listings 
currently open for public comment, visit the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
website and the Australian Department of the Environment website. 

 

 Fisheries assessments 
o Victoria Corner Inlet Fishery – Agency Application 

Submissions are invited until Tuesday 26 April 2016. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/ftw/About_us/Have_your_say/Proposed_loose_fill_asbestos_insulation_amendment_regulations_2016.page
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/policies/fossicking-policy.htm
http://industry.gov.au/resource/UpstreamPetroleum/OffshorePetroleumEnvironment/Pages/StakeholderEngagementOffshorePetroleumActivities.aspx
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/grassy-woodland-ecological-community
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/grassy-woodland-ecological-community
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/vic/corner-inlet/application-2016
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For a full listing of fisheries assessments currently open for public comment, visit the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries website and the Australian Department of the 
Environment website. 

 

Legislative reviews 

 No new legislative reviews have been announced since the last eBulletin. 

 

Major Project proposals: Invitation to comment 

 Griffith – Construction of 60MW solar photovoltaic plant and associated 
infrastructure – Submissions invited until Wednesday 20 April 2016 

 Matheson – Construction of White Rock Solar Farm 20MW solar photovoltaic 
plant and associated infrastructure – Submissions invited until Tuesday 26 
April 2016 

 Horsley Park – Modification to approval of warehouse distribution centre – 
Submissions invited until Friday April March 2016 
Thredbo – Minor alterations to ski lodge – Submissions invited until Thursday 
28 April 2016 

For a full listing of major project proposals currently open for public comment, visit 
the Department of Planning and Environment’s website. To learn more about the 
planning process for major projects, read our Fact Sheet on State Significant 
Development and State Significant Infrastructure. 

 

EPBC Referrals: Invitation to comment 

 Yanchep, WA – Clearing of black cockatoo habitat for residential purposes – 
Submissions invited until Tuesday 5 April 2016 

Referrals under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) can be viewed on the Australian Environment Department’s website. To 
learn more, read our Fact Sheet on the EPBC Act. 

 

Plans of Management: Invitation to comment 

 No new National Park plans of management have been placed on exhibition 
since the last eBulletin. 

The full listing of plans of management for protected areas can be viewed on the 
Office of Environment and Heritage website. To learn more about the Plans of 
Management, see our Fact Sheet on Protected Areas. 

 

New Coal and Petroleum Exploration Licence Applications  

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/commercial/eahttp:/www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=6604
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7487
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7546
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7559
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=search&status_id=6&status_id=117&status_id=116&status_id=114
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/ad801234-f8eb-e511-bfae-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1458778828824
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/publicnoticesreferrals/
http://www.edo.org.au/factsheets
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/ParkManagementPlans.htm
http://www.edonsw.org.au/protected_areas_public_land_management


 

  www.edonsw.org.au 

 No new coal or petroleum exploration licence applications have been listed 
since the last eBulletin. 

To view current coal and petroleum (including CSG) exploration licence applications 
and approvals, visit the Minerals and Petroleum website. The NSW Government 
Gazette also contains a list of all exploration and mining lease applications and 
determinations. Public comment can be made on coal and petroleum (including 
CSG) exploration licence applications on the Minerals and Petroleum website. To 
learn more, read the EDO NSW publication Mining Law in NSW: A guide for the 
community. 

 

Community News 

Animal Law Week 2016 

The Animal Law Institute has initiated Australia’s first Animal Law Week. The week 
brings together legal professionals and experts to facilitate discussions on the most 
pressing animal law issues and what must be changed to achieve a just world for 
animals. 

Events will be held around the country. In Sydney, Katikna Day of CHOICE and 
Emmanuel Giuffre of Voiceless will present on labelling issues and the law 
surrounding food products. 

When: Tuesday, 12 April 2016, 5.45 - 7.30pm 
Where: Allens, Level 28 Deutsche Bank Place, 126 Phillip Street, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

New report: Money doesn’t grow on trees 

The Nature Conservation Council and the National Parks Association of NSW have 
commissioned a report by The Australia Institute, Money doesn’t grow on trees: The 
financial and economic losses of native forestry in NSW. The report explores the 
economics of native forest logging in NSW, and in particular the Forestry Corporation 
of NSW. The report concludes that native forest logging could end in NSW with 
minimal economic disruption and potentially substantial savings for NSW taxpayers. 

Read more » 

 

Workshop: Managing feral animals rural properties 

Greater Sydney Local Land Services is running a free workshop for Sydney-based 
rural landholders on managing feral animals on rural properties. The event will 
provide attendees with an introduction to:  

 Types of feral animals 

 Why feral animals are a problem 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/current-coal-and-petroleum-exploration-licence-applications
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/landholders-and-community/minerals-and-coal/public-comment
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
http://www.ali.org.au/events/2016/3/12/animal-law-week-2016
http://www.nature.org.au/media/213736/160320-money-doesnt-grow-on-trees-nsw-forestry-final.pdf
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 Control methods 

 Equipment and licencing requirements 

The workshop will be presented by biosecurity officers from Greater Sydney Local 
Land Services and a light supper will be provided.  

When: Thursday, 28 April, 2016, 6:15pm 
Where: Dougherty Community Centre, Victor St, Chatswood, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Post-Paris: Where to from here? 

The Professional Environmental Women’s Association (PEWA) is holding a 
discussion on the COP21 Climate Talks held in Paris late in 2015, followed by 
nibbles and drinks.  

Speaking at the event will be Amanda McKenzie, CEO of The Climate Council and 
Andi Csontos, Partner of Climate Change & Sustainability at Ernst & Young. 

When: Thursday, 31 March 2016, 6-8pm 
Where: The Ernst & Young Centre, 680 George St, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Climate Change Research Strategy for Primary Industries (CCRSPI) 

CCRSPI 2016 will explore the commercial drivers for climate resilience and focus on 
steps being undertaken to grow the resilience of primary industries across Australia. 
The conference is designed for industry, government, policy and science leaders. 

When: 27-28 April 2016 
Where: Doltone House, Darling Island, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Australian Clean Energy Summit 

Hosted by the Clean Energy Council, the Australian Clean Energy Summit briefs 
delegates on the latest policy, finance, business and technology developments 
impacting the renewable energy sector. Early bird registrations are available until 
Thursday, 31 May 2016. 

When: 27-28 July 2016 
Where: Hilton Hotel, 488 George St, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
https://gslls.wufoo.eu/forms/managing-feral-animals-rural-properties-28042016/
http://ecomms.hallandwilcox.com.au/s/9552b57023e59a70aa1da3ee887f629c17a4b08e/h=ff0025fe6d9f64b0a0eecd53384caae37b2fb86a
http://www.ccrspi2016conference.com/
http://www.cleanenergysummit.com.au/
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Mine Rehab Conference 2016 

The Best Practice Ecological Rehabilitation of Mined Lands Conference, organised 
by the Tom Farrell Institute for the Environment, aims to promote the use of best 
practice approaches in the management of rehabilitation of mined lands. 

When: Thursday 7 April 2016, 8:30am 
Where: Singleton Civic Centre, Queen Street, Singleton, NSW 

Read more » 

 

Climate Institute Divest Invest Conference 

This conference is aimed at providing information, analysis, practical insights, 
inspiration and networks for those wanting to more actively manage their 
investments. This is the first Australian conference of its kind, initiated by Australian 
and international philanthropists as part of the Divest Invest global project. The 
conference is produced by The Climate Institute. 

When: Tuesday 5 April 2016, 8:00am to 7:30pm 
Where: Sydney CBD (venue to be finalised) 

Read more » 

 

Support EDO NSW  

Take action 

By donating to EDO NSW you are ensuring the environment has a fighting chance. 

Donate today » 

 

Other ways you can help us defend the environment 

By donating to our Environmental Defence Fund, you can help us continue to protect 
the environment from harm. 

You can have an even greater impact by becoming a Friend of the EDO. Our regular 

donors are an invaluable source of funding and help us ensure we are ready to 

respond when the community needs our help. 

Visit our website for even more ways to support our work. 

 

Environmental Defender 

Read more about how your support can help protect the environment in the October 
edition of our supporter newsletter, Environmental Defender. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.tomfarrellinstitute.org/2016-mined-lands-conference.html
http://www.divestinvest.org.au/#intro
https://www.givenow.com.au/edonsw
https://www.givenow.com.au/edonsw
http://www.edonsw.org.au/become_a_friend_of_the_edo
http://www.edonsw.org.au/donate
http://www.edonsw.org.au/newsletter
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EDO NSW has been providing critical legal support to NSW communities for 30 
years. We are the only legal centre in NSW specialising in public interest 
environmental issues. 

 

 

 Subscribe to this weekly eBulletin 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/ebulletin_signup

