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The EDO NSW eBulletin is a free weekly bulletin that includes news, events, public 
notices and opportunities for public comment listed in our online resource Have Your 
Say.  
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EDO NSW News and Events 

EDO NSW 2016 Gala Dinner Auction 

Want the chance to take home a painting by 2015 Archibald Prize winner Nigel 
Milsom? How about a sculpture of a Regent Honeyeater by internationally renowned 
artist Anna-Wili Highfield? Now’s your chance. These are just a few of the many 
items up for grabs in our 2016 Gala Dinner Auction. A limited number of tickets are 
still available for the dinner, so if you’d like to join us on the night give us a call on 02 
9262 6989. 

Our online auction is now open and we are taking bids. We have some amazing 
auction items, including some things that money can’t normally buy. The auction will 
close during our 2016 Gala Dinner, but you don’t need to be in the room to bid. Just 
register on GalaBid then call the EDO NSW office on 02 9262 6989 to notify us of 
your interest in particular items. 

Thank you very much to everyone who donated items to raise funds for our work. 

 

Case update: Pilliga CSG case goes to court next week 

We’ll be in the NSW Land and Environment Court next week on behalf of our client 
People for the Plains who is seeking an injunction to prevent Santos from developing 
its 'Leewood' coal seam gas (CSG) wastewater treatment facility without first 
undertaking the proper planning and environmental assessment. The facility is 
located near the Pilliga State Forest, near Narrabri in North-West NSW. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/ebulletin
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/dinner
https://galabid.com/auction/edonsw
https://galabid.com/auction/edonsw
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If you’d like to know more about the case, read our blog post Defending the Pilliga in 
Court by Sue Higginson, our CEO and Principal Solicitor. 

Read more » 

 

New protest laws – what do they mean? 

You may have heard that the NSW Parliament has passed legislation that will make 
changes protest laws in NSW. The Inclosed Lands, Crimes and Law Enforcement 
Legislation Amendment (Interference) Bill 2016 has been passed by both houses but 
is yet to commence.  

Changes include new aggravated trespass offences, expanded offences for 
interfering with a mine, and new police powers. 

We’re drafting a Fact Sheet that will explain the new laws. Keep an eye out in future 
eBulletins to download a copy. 

In the meantime, you can listen to our CEO and Principal Solicitor Sue Higginson 
talking about the changes on Triple J Radio’s ‘Hack’ program. 

Listen to Sue »  

 

Help us make a better IMPACT!  

We’re working on the next edition of IMPACT!, our national journal of environmental 
law that’s been in publication since 1986. Our lead article is on Commonwealth 
offsets, and we’ll be looking at offset conditions for large scale resources projects in 
each state and territory. 

If you’ve got an example you think we should feature, we’d love you to send us an 
email. 

 

Court and Compliance Watch 

Quarry operator fined for insufficient water sampling near Port Macquarie 

The NSW EPA has issued a $15,000 penalty notice to Hanson Construction 
Materials Pty Ltd for failing to conduct water sampling as required by the company’s 
environment protection licence. 

The EPA found that the operator had failed to monitor nearby waterways between 
July 2014 and January 2015, during a period of peak production to supply the nearby 
Pacific Highway upgrade. 

Read more » 

 

 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/defending_the_pilliga_in_court
http://www.edonsw.org.au/defending_the_pilliga_in_court
http://www.edonsw.org.au/defending_the_pilliga_in_court
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/NSWBills.nsf/1d436d3c74a9e047ca256e690001d75b/a3f6ecf3f449e614ca257f700015556d?OpenDocument
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/NSWBills.nsf/1d436d3c74a9e047ca256e690001d75b/a3f6ecf3f449e614ca257f700015556d?OpenDocument
http://www.abc.net.au/triplej/programs/hack/hack-tuesday/7253024
mailto:emily.ryan@edonsw.org.au
mailto:emily.ryan@edonsw.org.au
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/epamedia/EPAMedia16032401.htm
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Law Reform and Policy Watch 

Submission to the Senate’s Unconventional Gas Mining Inquiry  

Environmental Defenders Offices of Australia has made a submission to the 
Senate’s Unconventional Gas Mining Inquiry. Unconventional gas includes coal 
seam gas (CSG) and shale gas. 

Our submission calls for strong national laws to regulate unconventional gas 
development, raises concerns with the current regulation of these developments at 
both State and national levels, and proposes ways that national regulation can be 
strengthened. 

Read more in our submission » 

 

Implementing reforms to the National Industrial Chemicals Notification and 
Assessment Scheme 

EDOs of Australia has made a submission on the Australian Government’s 
consultation paper on implementing reforms to the National Industrial Chemicals 
Notification and Assessment Scheme. 

In our submission, we express concern that the consultation paper proposes to 
reduce both assessment and reporting requirements in the use of industrial 
chemicals. Any reduction in assessment requirements should be accompanied by 
improvements in notification and transparency in all phases of industrial and 
hazardous chemical management, and by the appropriate use of international 
standards. These measures would help ensure that the public is appropriately 
informed and that decision making can be subject to independent scrutiny. 

Read more in our submission » 

 

Recent EDO NSW submissions and briefing notes 

 Senate Inquiry into Unconventional Gas Mining, EDOs of Australia 
submission 

 Implementing reforms to the National Industrial Chemicals Notification and 
Assessment Scheme, EDOs of Australia submission 

 Review of the Natural Resources Commission Act 2003, EDO NSW 
submission 

 Options for Low Rise Medium Density Housing as Complying Development, 
EDO NSW submission 

 The NSW Coastal Management Reforms, EDO NSW submission 

 Senate Inquiry into the Water Amendment (Review Implementation and Other 
Measures) Bill 2015, EDOs of Australia submission 

 The development of supporting regulations for the Biosecurity Act 2015, EDO 
NSW submission 

Read all of our law reform submissions and briefing papers on our website.  

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/select_committee_inquiry_into_unconventional_gas_mining
http://www.edonsw.org.au/reforms_to_the_national_industrial_chemicals_notification_and_assessment_scheme
http://www.edonsw.org.au/select_committee_inquiry_into_unconventional_gas_mining
http://www.edonsw.org.au/reforms_to_the_national_industrial_chemicals_notification_and_assessment_scheme
http://www.edonsw.org.au/reforms_to_the_national_industrial_chemicals_notification_and_assessment_scheme
http://www.edonsw.org.au/review_of_the_natural_resources_commission_act_2003
http://www.edonsw.org.au/submission_on_options_for_low_rise_medium_density_housing_as_complying_development
http://www.edonsw.org.au/submission_responding_to_the_nsw_coastal_management_reforms
http://www.edonsw.org.au/water_amendment_review_implementation_and_other_measures_bill_2015
http://www.edonsw.org.au/water_amendment_review_implementation_and_other_measures_bill_2015
http://www.edonsw.org.au/development_of_supporting_regulations_for_the_biosecurity_act_2015
http://www.edonsw.org.au/law_reform
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New legislation introduced to Parliament 

Australian Parliament 

 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin.  

 

NSW Parliament 

 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin.  

 

Local Environmental Plan tracking 

 Sydney – Amendment of Millers Point heritage conservation area building 
heights and floor space ratio 

 Holroyd – Rezoning of land in Smithfield 

 Newcastle – Amendment of maximum building heights 

To access the LEP tracking system, visit the Department of Planning and 
Environment website. Read more about LEPs in our Fact Sheets. Visit your local 
council’s website to see if there are any planning proposals or LEP changes open for 
public comment. 

 

Have Your Say Alerts – Opportunities to Comment 

This eBulletin provides alerts for opportunities to comment on changes to law and 
policy, and activities that may impact the environment in your area. For a 
comprehensive list of current opportunities to have your say on a range of 
environment and planning matters, visit our Have Your Say site. 

This online resource also helps the community to effectively engage with decision-
makers and request a workshop for your community. We are always trying to 
improve our community resources and are currently seeking feedback on the 
effectiveness of Have Your Say. You can help us out by checking out the site and 
completing a short three-question survey. 

 

Consultations 

 Review of pest animal management in NSW 

The NSW Natural Resources Commission is seeking input from the community on a 
draft report for the State-wide review of pest animal management. Comment is 
particularly sought on new and emerging risks, surveillance, planning and 
governance, and management of feral deer, cats and horses. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_before_Parliament?drt=2&drv=7&drvH=7&pnu=44&pnuH=44&f=12%2f11%2f2013&to=04%2f04%2f2014&ps=10&ito=1&q=&bs=1&pbh=1&bhor=1&pmb=1&g=1&st=1&sr=1
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/nswbills.nsf/V3BillsListCurrent
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=1835
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2459
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2355
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/Default.aspx
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_how_can_i_have_my_say_1
http://www.edonsw.org.au/request_a_workshop
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_feedback
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The Commission will host a series of public meetings across NSW in April and May. 

Submissions are invited until Monday 18 April 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Draft National Parks and Wildlife Service beekeeping policy 

The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage is seeking input on a new policy to 
balance the needs of the apiary industry with the health of the surrounding natural 
environment. 

Submissions are invited until Wednesday 11 May 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 National Standard for Environmental Risk Management of Industrial 
Chemicals – Discussion Paper 

The National Standard aims to bring a national approach to the regulation of 
industrial chemicals, with the goal of taking a more consistent, efficient and effective 
approach to environmental risk management of industrial chemicals across all 
Australian jurisdictions.  

Community input is sought to assist in the design and development of the Standard. 
Workshops will also be held nationwide in early April. 

Submissions are invited until Friday 6 May 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Submissions extended: Revised Community Consultative Committee 
Guidelines 

The Department of Planning and Environment has extended the due date for 
submissions to the Revised Community Consultative Committee Guidelines. 

Community Consultative Committees play a role in the assessment and regulation of 
State significant projects by providing a forum for discussions between companies, 
communities and local councils about a project. 

The proposed changes include: 

• Increased flexibility of the guidelines 
• Revised procedures for the establishment of the committees 
• Revised criteria for community and environmental representatives 
• Guidance on how to establish committees and conduct meetings 
• A new toolkit to assist with the establishment and operation of committees   

Submissions have been extended and are now invited until Monday 18 April 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.nrc.nsw.gov.au/pest-animal-management
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/policies/beekeeping-policy.htm
http://www.environment.gov.au/protection/chemicals-management/national-standard
http://planspolicies.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7381
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 Threatened Species and Endangered Ecological Community Listing 
Consultations 

o Banksia Woodlands of the Swan Coast Plain ecological community  – 
Submissions are invited until Thursday 12 May 2016. 
 

o Illawarra and South Coast lowland grassy woodland ecological 
community – Submissions are invited until Monday 9 May 2016. 

For a full listing of threatened species and endangered ecological community listings 
currently open for public comment, visit the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
website and the Australian Department of the Environment website. 

 

 Fisheries assessments 
o Queensland Gulf of Carpentaria Development Fin Fish Trawl Fishery – 

Agency Application – Submissions are invited until Friday 29 April 
2016. 

For a full listing of fisheries assessments currently open for public comment, visit the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries website and the Australian Department of the 
Environment website. 

 

Legislative reviews 

 No new legislative reviews have been announced since the last eBulletin. 

 

Major Project proposals: Invitation to comment 

 Thredbo – Minor alterations and additions to existing building – Submissions 
invited until Wednesday 18 April 2016 

 Perisher Valley – Addition of snowfence and rock reduction works – 
Submissions invited until Tuesday 26 April 2016 

 Macksville – Modification to approval of on/off ramps to Pacific Highway – 
Submissions invited until Wednesday 13 April 2016 

 Pymble – Digital conversion of existing advertising sign, Pacific Highway – 
Submissions invited until Monday 16 May 2016 

 Thredbo – Construction of spa and additional deck at existing building – 
Submissions invited until Thursday 14 April 2016 

For a full listing of major project proposals currently open for public comment, visit 
the Department of Planning and Environment’s website. To learn more about the 
planning process for major projects, read our Fact Sheet on State Significant 
Development and State Significant Infrastructure. 

 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/banksia-woodlands-ecological-community
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/grassy-woodland-ecological-community
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/grassy-woodland-ecological-community
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/qld/developmental-fin-fish-trawl/application-2016
http://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/qld/developmental-fin-fish-trawl/application-2016
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/commercial/eahttp:/www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7572
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7557
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7570
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7563
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7569
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=search&status_id=6&status_id=117&status_id=116&status_id=114
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
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EPBC Referrals: Invitation to comment 

 The Coorong, SA – Diversion of fresh water to southern region of Ramsar-
listed wetland – Submissions invited until Monday 11 April 2016 

Referrals under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) can be viewed on the Australian Environment Department’s website. To 
learn more, read our Fact Sheet on the EPBC Act. 

 

Plans of Management: Invitation to comment 

 No new National Park plans of management have been placed on exhibition 
since the last eBulletin. 

The full listing of plans of management for protected areas can be viewed on the 
Office of Environment and Heritage website. To learn more about the Plans of 
Management, see our Fact Sheet on Protected Areas. 

 

New Coal and Petroleum Exploration Licence Applications  

 No new coal or petroleum exploration licence applications have been listed 
since the last eBulletin. 

To view current coal and petroleum (including CSG) exploration licence applications 
and approvals, visit the Minerals and Petroleum website. The NSW Government 
Gazette also contains a list of all exploration and mining lease applications and 
determinations. Public comment can be made on coal and petroleum (including 
CSG) exploration licence applications on the Minerals and Petroleum website. To 
learn more, read the EDO NSW publication Mining Law in NSW: A guide for the 
community. 

 

 

Community News 

Ocean Action Pod – Healthy Oceans, Clean Beaches  

Total Environment Centre and the Boomerang Alliance are presenting the Ocean 
Action Pod – an educational trailer to engage beach communities in marine plastic 
pollution issues. 

The Pod will travel up the NSW coastline from Wollongong, Bondi and Newcastle, to 
provide community education on issues such as the impact of single-use plastic 
bags, microbeads, nurdles and beverage container schemes. 

Speakers at the Bondi event include Mayor of Waverley Sally Betts, Bruce Notley-
Smith (Member for Coogee) and Michael Daley (Member for Maroubra). 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/0931ea4d-81f1-e511-bfae-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1459380608218
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/publicnoticesreferrals/
http://www.edo.org.au/factsheets
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/ParkManagementPlans.htm
http://www.edonsw.org.au/protected_areas_public_land_management
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/current-coal-and-petroleum-exploration-licence-applications
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/landholders-and-community/minerals-and-coal/public-comment
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
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When: Sunday, 3 April 2016, 12pm 
Where: Bondi Pavilion, Bondi, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Animal Law Week 2016 

The Animal Law Institute has initiated Australia’s first Animal Law Week. The week 
brings together legal professionals and experts to facilitate discussions on the most 
pressing animal law issues and what must be changed to achieve a just world for 
animals. 

Events will be held around the country. In Sydney, Katikna Day of CHOICE and 
Emmanuel Giuffre of Voiceless will present on labelling issues and the law 
surrounding food products. 

When: Tuesday, 12 April 2016, 5.45 - 7.30pm 
Where: Allens, Level 28 Deutsche Bank Place, 126 Phillip Street, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

New report: Money doesn’t grow on trees 

The Nature Conservation Council and the National Parks Association of NSW have 
commissioned a report by The Australia Institute, Money doesn’t grow on trees: The 
financial and economic losses of native forestry in NSW. The report explores the 
economics of native forest logging in NSW, and in particular the Forestry Corporation 
of NSW. The report concludes that native forest logging could end in NSW with 
minimal economic disruption and potentially substantial savings for NSW taxpayers. 

Read more » 

 

Workshop: Managing feral animals rural properties 

Greater Sydney Local Land Services is running a free workshop for Sydney-based 
rural landholders on managing feral animals on rural properties. The event will 
provide attendees with an introduction to:  

 Types of feral animals 

 Why feral animals are a problem 

 Control methods 

 Equipment and licencing requirements 

The workshop will be presented by biosecurity officers from Greater Sydney Local 
Land Services and a light supper will be provided.  

When: Thursday, 28 April, 2016, 6:15pm 
Where: Dougherty Community Centre, Victor St, Chatswood, Sydney 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/oceanactionpod/
http://www.ali.org.au/events/2016/3/12/animal-law-week-2016
http://www.nature.org.au/media/213736/160320-money-doesnt-grow-on-trees-nsw-forestry-final.pdf
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Read more » 

 

Climate Change Research Strategy for Primary Industries (CCRSPI) 

CCRSPI 2016 will explore the commercial drivers for climate resilience and focus on 
steps being undertaken to grow the resilience of primary industries across Australia. 
The conference is designed for industry, government, policy and science leaders. 

When: 27-28 April 2016 
Where: Doltone House, Darling Island, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Australian Clean Energy Summit 

Hosted by the Clean Energy Council, the Australian Clean Energy Summit briefs 
delegates on the latest policy, finance, business and technology developments 
impacting the renewable energy sector. Early bird registrations are available until 
Thursday, 31 May 2016. 

When: 27-28 July 2016 
Where: Hilton Hotel, 488 George St, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Mine Rehab Conference 2016 

The Best Practice Ecological Rehabilitation of Mined Lands Conference, organised 
by the Tom Farrell Institute for the Environment, aims to promote the use of best 
practice approaches in the management of rehabilitation of mined lands. 

When: Thursday 7 April 2016, 8:30am 
Where: Singleton Civic Centre, Queen Street, Singleton, NSW 

Read more » 

 

Climate Institute Divest Invest Conference 

This conference is aimed at providing information, analysis, practical insights, 
inspiration and networks for those wanting to more actively manage their 
investments. This is the first Australian conference of its kind, initiated by Australian 
and international philanthropists as part of the Divest Invest global project. The 
conference is produced by The Climate Institute. 

When: Tuesday 5 April 2016, 8:00am to 7:30pm 
Where: Sydney CBD (venue to be finalised) 

Read more » 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
https://gslls.wufoo.eu/forms/managing-feral-animals-rural-properties-28042016/
http://www.ccrspi2016conference.com/
http://www.cleanenergysummit.com.au/
http://www.tomfarrellinstitute.org/2016-mined-lands-conference.html
http://www.divestinvest.org.au/#intro
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Support EDO NSW  

Take action 

By donating to EDO NSW you are ensuring the environment has a fighting chance. 

Donate today » 

 

Other ways you can help us defend the environment 

By donating to our Environmental Defence Fund, you can help us continue to protect 
the environment from harm. 

You can have an even greater impact by becoming a Friend of the EDO. Our regular 

donors are an invaluable source of funding and help us ensure we are ready to 

respond when the community needs our help. 

Visit our website for even more ways to support our work. 

 

Environmental Defender 

Read more about how your support can help protect the environment in the October 
edition of our supporter newsletter, Environmental Defender. 

EDO NSW has been providing critical legal support to NSW communities for 30 
years. We are the only legal centre in NSW specialising in public interest 
environmental issues. 
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