
 

 

 

View our most recent eBulletin at www.edonsw.org.au/ebulletin 
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The EDO NSW eBulletin is a free weekly bulletin that includes news, events, public 
notices and opportunities for public comment listed in our online resource Have Your 
Say.  
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EDO NSW News and Events 

Gala Dinner – Oh what a night! 

With your help, we raised over $60,000 from our 2016 Gala Dinner. These funds will 
go towards our vital work helping the community to defend the environment through 
law. 

Thank you to everyone who supported the event – our sponsors, our speakers, our 
donors, our bidders, our attendees, and our staff. To celebrate, we’ve put a selection 
of photos from the night online. 

View photos » 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/ebulletin
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1196230153742433.1073741832.337631252935665
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1196230153742433.1073741832.337631252935665
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Our client Pat Murphy – 'forgotten man' of rural Australia 

You may have heard our client Pat Murphy on RN Breakfast on Wednesday 
morning. Pat is a ‘forgotten man' of rural Australia. We’re helping Pat in his struggle 
to protect his family and his property from the impacts of Whitehaven’s Maules Creek 
coal mine, one of the largest open cut coal mines in Australia.  

Pat is a farmer. His property is just over 1km from the mine. But astonishingly, the 
planning approvals for the mine have failed to place any limits on the noise and dust 
impacts that the mine is allowed to have on Pat’s property. You can hear more about 
Pat’s story on this morning’s edition RN Breakfast, which features our CEO/Principal 
Solicitor Sue Higginson. 

Listen to Pat’s story » 

 

Court adjourns hearing on whether Santos’ Pilliga CSG facility is illegal 

Last week we were in the NSW Land and Environment Court on behalf of community 
group People for the Plains. The group is arguing that Santos’ Leewood CSG waste 
water facility in the Pilliga region in North-West NSW is unlawful because it didn’t go 
through the proper development assessment process. They’re concerned that 
industrial scale CSG operations are incrementally rolling out across the Pilliga region 
without the community having a say, and without adequate environmental 
assessment or safeguards. 

The hearing has been adjourned until 17 and 18 May to allow the parties more time 
to prepare the case for the Court. 

Read more about the case » 

 

Court and Compliance Watch 

Poultry farm fined and cautioned for failure to manage water and effluent 
systems 

The NSW EPA has issued two $15,000 penalty notices and six official cautions to 
Supreme Poultry and Chickens Pty Ltd for breaches of the conditions of the 
company’s environment protection licence at its Central Coast premises. Pollution 
reduction programs have also been imposed on the company.  

Read more » 

 

Agricultural chemicals manufacturer fined for unsafe storage 

The NSW EPA has issued a $15,000 penalty notice to Cheminova Australia for 
failing to properly store potentially dangerous waste liquids in a competent manner. 

The EPA found that the company – which makes insecticides, fungicides and 
herbicides – was not properly maintaining its secondary spill containment system. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/rural-paradise-turns-to-living-nightmare-for-farmer-pats-family/7319922
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/rural-paradise-turns-to-living-nightmare-for-farmer-pats-family/7319922
http://www.edonsw.org.au/court_to_decide_if_santos_pilliga_csg_facility_illegal
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/epamedia/EPAMedia16041202.htm
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Read more » 

 

Law Reform and Policy Watch 

Submission on oil and gas production in the Great Australian Bight 

Environmental Defenders Offices of Australia has made a submission to the 
Senate’s Inquiry into Oil and Gas Production in the Great Australian Bight. 

Our submission focusses on the regulatory framework needed to ensure potential 
environmental impacts of oil or gas production are comprehensively assessed and 
managed. 

We are concerned that the NOPSEMA assessment and approval processes do not 
equate to the regulatory requirements under the Environment Protection & 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  

We also restate our position that delegating environmental responsibilities to states 
and other agencies – through, for example, the ‘one-stop shop’ policy – may lower 
assessment and approval standards. Recent proceedings undertaken by EDO NSW 
on behalf of the International Fund for Animal Welfare demonstrate that our concerns 
are justified.  

Read more in our submission » 

 

Recent EDO NSW submissions and briefing notes 

 Senate Inquiry into Offshore Oil and Gas Production in the Great Australian 
Bight, EDOs of Australia submission 

 Senate Inquiry into Unconventional Gas Mining, EDOs of Australia 
submission 

 Implementing reforms to the National Industrial Chemicals Notification and 
Assessment Scheme, EDOs of Australia submission 

 Review of the Natural Resources Commission Act 2003, EDO NSW 
submission 

 Options for Low Rise Medium Density Housing as Complying Development, 
EDO NSW submission 

 The NSW Coastal Management Reforms, EDO NSW submission 

Read all of our law reform submissions and briefing papers on our website.  

 

New legislation introduced to Parliament 

Australian Parliament 

 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin.  

 

NSW Parliament 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/epamedia/EPAMedia16041201.htm
http://www.edonsw.org.au/impact_issue_97
http://www.edonsw.org.au/senate_inquiry_into_oil_and_gas_production_in_the_great_australian_bight
http://www.edonsw.org.au/senate_inquiry_into_oil_and_gas_production_in_the_great_australian_bight
http://www.edonsw.org.au/senate_inquiry_into_oil_and_gas_production_in_the_great_australian_bight
http://www.edonsw.org.au/select_committee_inquiry_into_unconventional_gas_mining
http://www.edonsw.org.au/reforms_to_the_national_industrial_chemicals_notification_and_assessment_scheme
http://www.edonsw.org.au/reforms_to_the_national_industrial_chemicals_notification_and_assessment_scheme
http://www.edonsw.org.au/review_of_the_natural_resources_commission_act_2003
http://www.edonsw.org.au/submission_on_options_for_low_rise_medium_density_housing_as_complying_development
http://www.edonsw.org.au/submission_responding_to_the_nsw_coastal_management_reforms
http://www.edonsw.org.au/law_reform
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_before_Parliament?drt=2&drv=7&drvH=7&pnu=44&pnuH=44&f=12%2f11%2f2013&to=04%2f04%2f2014&ps=10&ito=1&q=&bs=1&pbh=1&bhor=1&pmb=1&g=1&st=1&sr=1
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/nswbills.nsf/V3BillsListCurrent
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 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin.  

 

Local Environmental Plan tracking 

 Liverpool Plains – Rezoning of land in Quirindi North for residential purposes 

 Campbelltown – Adjustment of Campbelltown/Camden Local Government 
boundary 

 Newcastle – Amendment to 44 separate properties for maximum height 
controls 

 Penrith – Adding an incentive clause for bonus floor space ratio into City 
Centre plan 

To access the LEP tracking system, visit the Department of Planning and 
Environment website. Read more about LEPs in our Fact Sheets. Visit your local 
council’s website to see if there are any planning proposals or LEP changes open for 
public comment. 

 

Have Your Say Alerts – Opportunities to Comment 

This eBulletin provides alerts for opportunities to comment on changes to law and 
policy, and activities that may impact the environment in your area. For a 
comprehensive list of current opportunities to have your say on a range of 
environment and planning matters, visit our Have Your Say site. 

This online resource also helps the community to effectively engage with decision-
makers and request a workshop for your community. We are always trying to 
improve our community resources and are currently seeking feedback on the 
effectiveness of Have Your Say. You can help us out by checking out the site and 
completing a short three-question survey. 

 

Consultations 

 Snowy River aquatic ecological community – Species Impact Statement 

The NSW Minister for Primary Industries is proposing to authorised the continuation 
of certain recreational fishing activities in the endangered ecological community of 
the Snowy River. A Species Impact Statement has been prepared, which includes 
input from relevant advisory bodies on the proposal, and is on public display. 

Submissions are invited until Friday 27 May 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

  Newcastle Light Rail – Review of Environmental Factors 

The NSW Government is proposing a 2.7 light rail track from the transport 
interchange at Wickham to Pacific Park, Newcastle, with six stops along the way.  

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2480
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2494
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2355
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2406
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/Default.aspx
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_how_can_i_have_my_say_1
http://www.edonsw.org.au/request_a_workshop
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_feedback
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/species-protection?a=599765
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/species-protection?a=599765
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The Review of Environmental Factors has now been released to the public. Drop-in 
community information sessions will be held later in April and in early May, as well as 
formal submission opportunities and an online engagement forum. 

Submissions are invited until Thursday 19 May 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

  Bus Priority Program – Sydney East updates 

Transport for NSW and Roads and Maritime Services have proposed a series of 
amendments to bus stops in Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs, in line with the Bus Priority 
Program outlined in 2013.  

The proposed changes affect bus routes from Vaucluse to Bondi, and from 
Darlinghurst to Bondi. There are also proposed changes to street parking. 

Submissions are invited until Wednesday 4 May 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

  Golden Highway Draft Corridor Strategy 

Transport for NSW has released the Draft Strategy on improvements to the Golden 
Highway in the Hunter region. The strategy includes the development of overtaking 
lanes, flood immunity works, heavy vehicle inspection sites and intersection 
improvements. A survey has been opened to allow the community to have their say 
on the strategy. 

Submissions are invited until Monday 9 May 2016. 

Read more and take the survey » 

 

 Threatened Species and Endangered Ecological Community Listing 
Consultations 

o Bossiaea peninsularis (sword bossiaea)  – Submissions are invited 
until Friday 27 May 2016. 

o Olearia arckaringensis (Arckaringa daisy) – Submissions are invited 
until Friday 27 May  

For a full listing of threatened species and endangered ecological community listings 
currently open for public comment, visit the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
website and the Australian Department of the Environment website. 

 

 Fisheries assessments 
o No new fisheries assessments have been placed on exhibition since 

the last eBulletin. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://ourtransport.revitalisingnewcastle.com.au/have-your-say
http://ourtransport.revitalisingnewcastle.com.au/have-your-say
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/key-build-program/bus-priority-program.html
http://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects-road-network-corridor-planning/golden-highway-corridor-strategy
http://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects-road-network-corridor-planning/golden-highway-corridor-strategy
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/bossiaea-peninsularis
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/olearia-arckaringensis
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
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For a full listing of fisheries assessments currently open for public comment, visit the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries website and the Australian Department of the 
Environment website. 

 

Legislative reviews 

 No new legislative reviews have been announced since the last eBulletin. 

 

Major Project proposals: Invitation to comment 

 Strathfield South – Modification of Project Approval at the Enfield Intermodal 
Logistics Centre – Submissions invited until Tuesday 26 April 2016 

 Perisher Valley – Installation of landscaping, interpretive trail and seats along 
Perisher Creek – Submissions invited until Monday 9 May 2016 

 Thirlmere – Voluntary Planning Agreements for 45 Rita Street and 50 Rita 
Street – Submissions invited until Monday 9 May 2016 

 Tahmoor – Voluntary Planning Agreement for State Infrastructure – 
Submissions invited until Monday 9 May 2016 

 Taronga Zoo – Development of new exhibit and eco-tourist facility – 
submissions invited until Saturday 23 April 2016 

For a full listing of major project proposals currently open for public comment, visit 
the Department of Planning and Environment’s website. To learn more about the 
planning process for major projects, read our Fact Sheet on State Significant 
Development and State Significant Infrastructure. 

 

EPBC Referrals: Invitation to comment 

 Sunshine, VIC – Clearing of native vegetation at Solomon Heights – 
Submissions invited until Friday 22 April 2016 

 Sunshine North, VIC – Clearing of native vegetation for warehouse 
development – Submissions invited until Friday 22 April 2016 

 Sunshine North, VIC – Clearing of native vegetation at 11 Elwood Ave and 17 
Elwood Ave – Submissions invited until Friday 22 April 2016 

 Mernda, VIC – Proposed 8km dual track railway line – Submissions invited 
until Thursday 28 April 2016 

Referrals under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) can be viewed on the Australian Environment Department’s website. To 
learn more, read our Fact Sheet on the EPBC Act. 

 

Plans of Management: Invitation to comment 

 No new National Park plans of management have been placed on exhibition 
since the last eBulletin. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/commercial/eahttp:/www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7576
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7579
http://vparegister.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7599
http://vparegister.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7600
http://vparegister.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7600
http://vparegister.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7601
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7419
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=search&status_id=6&status_id=117&status_id=116&status_id=114
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/9d174f01-62fd-e511-8253-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1460595272828
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/0d9e8b64-60fd-e511-8253-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1460595498403
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/11ee8170-5ffd-e511-8253-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1460595665533
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/4af893af-5dfd-e511-8253-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1460595644930
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/4af893af-5dfd-e511-8253-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1460595644930
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/1fda4924-1e01-e611-90a3-005056ba00a8/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1460595705861
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/publicnoticesreferrals/
http://www.edo.org.au/factsheets
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The full listing of plans of management for protected areas can be viewed on the 
Office of Environment and Heritage website. To learn more about the Plans of 
Management, see our Fact Sheet on Protected Areas. 

 

New Coal and Petroleum Exploration Licence Applications  

 No new coal or petroleum exploration licence applications have been listed 
since the last eBulletin. 

To view current coal and petroleum (including CSG) exploration licence applications 
and approvals, visit the Minerals and Petroleum website. The NSW Government 
Gazette also contains a list of all exploration and mining lease applications and 
determinations. Public comment can be made on coal and petroleum (including 
CSG) exploration licence applications on the Minerals and Petroleum website. To 
learn more, read the EDO NSW publication Mining Law in NSW: A guide for the 
community. 

 

Community News 

 

Lower Hunter air quality studies – Community Briefing 

The NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) will hold a community briefing on 
the findings of the Lower Hunter air quality studies. The EPA investigating the 
sources and impacts of particle pollution in the Lower Hunter/Newcastle region as a 
result of community concern over the air quality impacts from industry. 

When: Wednesday 27 April, 5:30-7:30pm 
Where: Hunter Room, Newcastle City Hall, 290 King Street, Newcastle 

The EPA invites local residents and all those with an interest in local air quality to 
attend. Representatives from OEH, CSIRO and ANSTO will be at the briefing to 
answer questions. RSVP by 21 April 2016. 

Read more and RSVP » 

 

World Environment Day Awards deadline extended 

The United Nations Association of Australia has extended the deadline for 
nominations for the 2016 World Environment Day Awards to Tuesday 19 April. The 
awards raise awareness about environmental issues and challenges, and aim to 
inspire and motivate Australians to take positive steps towards sustainability and 
environmental excellence. 

Award winners will be announced at a dinner on 6 June in Federation Square, 
Melbourne. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/ParkManagementPlans.htm
http://www.edonsw.org.au/protected_areas_public_land_management
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/current-coal-and-petroleum-exploration-licence-applications
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/landholders-and-community/minerals-and-coal/public-comment
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/air/LHairqualstuds.htm
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Read more » 

 

Bill McKibben is coming to Australia 

Campaigner and co-founder of 350.org Bill McKibben will present "The Hottest Year, 
The Hottest Fight" followed by a conversation and question session with with activist 
and performer Nell Schofield.  

When: Thursday 21 April 2016, 6:30-8:30pm 
Where: Paddington Town Hall, 49 Oxford Street, Paddington, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Narrandera Koala Count 

The Narrandera Koala Regeneration Committee and NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service is hosting the annual Narrandera Koala Count, and are calling for 
volunteers as to help out. 

A BBQ lunch will be available for volunteers for a gold coin donation. 

When: Sunday 17 April 2016, 10am 
Where: Narrandera Flora and Fauna Reserve, Narrandera 

Read more » 

 

Workshop: Managing feral animals rural properties 

Greater Sydney Local Land Services is running a free workshop for Sydney-based 
rural landholders on managing feral animals on rural properties. The event will 
provide attendees with an introduction to:  

 Types of feral animals 

 Why feral animals are a problem 

 Control methods 

 Equipment and licencing requirements 

The workshop will be presented by biosecurity officers from Greater Sydney Local 
Land Services and a light supper will be provided.  

When: Thursday, 28 April, 2016, 6:15pm 
Where: Dougherty Community Centre, Victor St, Chatswood, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Climate Change Research Strategy for Primary Industries (CCRSPI) 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.unaavictoria.org.au/awards-programs/world-environment-day-awards/award-categories/?mc_cid=4153c67d57&mc_eid=a88c162aaa
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/bill-mckibben-the-hottest-year-the-hottest-fight-tickets-23874452129
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/media/OEHMedia16040101.htm
https://gslls.wufoo.eu/forms/managing-feral-animals-rural-properties-28042016/
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CCRSPI 2016 will explore the commercial drivers for climate resilience and focus on 
steps being undertaken to grow the resilience of primary industries across Australia. 
The conference is designed for industry, government, policy and science leaders. 

When: 27-28 April 2016 
Where: Doltone House, Darling Island, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Support EDO NSW  

Take action 

By donating to EDO NSW you are ensuring the environment has a fighting chance. 

Donate today » 

 

Other ways you can help us defend the environment 

By donating to our Environmental Defence Fund, you can help us continue to protect 
the environment from harm. 

You can have an even greater impact by becoming a Friend of the EDO. Our regular 

donors are an invaluable source of funding and help us ensure we are ready to 

respond when the community needs our help. 

Visit our website for even more ways to support our work. 

 

Environmental Defender 

Read more about how your support can help protect the environment in the October 
edition of our supporter newsletter, Environmental Defender. 

EDO NSW has been providing critical legal support to NSW communities for 30 
years. We are the only legal centre in NSW specialising in public interest 
environmental issues. 
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http://www.edonsw.org.au/
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http://www.edonsw.org.au/newsletter
http://www.edonsw.org.au/ebulletin_signup

