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The EDO NSW eBulletin is a free weekly bulletin that includes news, events, public 
notices and opportunities for public comment listed in our online resource Have Your 
Say.  
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EDO NSW News and Events 

New case: Western Downs Alliance v Minister for the Environment & Santos 

We’ve launched a new case in the Federal Court on behalf of Western Downs 
Alliance. 

This is the first CSG case brought under national environmental law testing the 
application of the Water Trigger. 

Our client is challenging the approval of 6,100 new CSG wells in the Surat Basin in 
Queensland. The wells will draw water from the Great Artesian Basin, and are likely 
to release waste water into lakes and rivers, including the Dawson River. 

Our client argues that the project’s approval was unlawful because the Environment 
Minister didn’t properly assess the impact the project will have on water, as required 
by the ‘Water Trigger’ under the EPBC Act. 

Read more » 

 

NSW biodiversity reforms – it’s time to have your say 

There’s only four days to have your say about the the NSW Government’s legislative 
and policy reform package that proposes to remove many of NSW’s long-held 
environmental protections. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/ebulletin
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/western_downs_alliance_inc_v_santos
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You need to get your submission in by this Tuesday. 

If you don’t know where to start, head to our web page dedicated to the reforms , 
where you’ll find useful resources and links, including the 6 things you need to know 
about the reforms. 

There’s also links to the NSW Government’s submission page, and sharing buttons 
so you can encourage others to make a submission. 

These are once-in-a-lifetime reforms that affect us all. Don’t miss your opportunity to 
argue the case for maintaining our important environmental protections. 

Read more » 

 

 

 

Help protect biodiversity before EOFY – only 1 week to go! 

Our end of financial year appeal highlights our recent court victory for the critically 
endangered Regent Honeyeater. But as we celebrate this win, the NSW Government 
is proposing to make once in a generation changes to biodiversity and native 
vegetation laws that represent a serious retrograde step. 

While on one front we have won in the courts to save our precious wildlife from 
extinction, on another we’re facing laws that remove important protections for 
wildlife. 

We’ve been travelling around NSW speaking to communities about the proposed 
biodiversity laws. Please make a donation today so we can continue to empower 
communities to protect the environment through law. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/biodiversity_legislation_review
http://www.edonsw.org.au/the_2016_nsw_biodiversity_reforms_6_things_you_need_to_know
http://www.edonsw.org.au/biodiversity_legislation_review
http://www.edonsw.org.au/currentappeal
http://www.edonsw.org.au/donate


 

  www.edonsw.org.au 

Please make a donation to our work today. 

Donate online today » 

 

A portrait of EDO NSW 

“It’s hard to explain just how dedicated and committed [our client] groups and 
individuals are and the burden that they carry, in most cases on behalf of all 
Australians, of generations that haven’t yet come.” 

Last weekend The Saturday Paper ran an article on our CEO and Principal Solicitor 
Sue Higginson. It’s a great portrait of Sue, but also highlights how vital our work is for 
the environment and communities. If you didn’t see it, you can read it online.  

Read the article online » 

 

Calling law students 

Do you have spare time at the end of semester? Just studied environmental law, and 
want to gain experience while making a difference? Volunteer with us! 

As a legal volunteer, you’ll help our solicitors with case work and be dedicating your 
energies and skills into defending the environment through law. What better way to 
spend your break? 

If you’re wondering if volunteering with us is for you, read what legal volunteers 
Christine and Peter have been doing.  

Read more » 

 

Court and Compliance Watch 

Hunter Water Corporation fined for water pollution 

Hunter Water Corporation has been fined $187,500 for water pollution and breaches 

of pollution licence conditions following incidents between April and August 2014. 

Hunter Water Corporation has also been ordered to pay $150,000 to Hunter Local 

Land Services as a contribution to the “Managing Sediment Export and Grazing on 

the Dungog Common Recreation Reserve” project.  

Read more » 

 

Sydney Water to pay $200,000 to Parramatta River Catchment Group after 

sewage leak 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/donate
http://www.edonsw.org.au/donate
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/environment/2016/06/18/environmental-defenders-lawyer-sue-higginson/14661720003383
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/environment/2016/06/18/environmental-defenders-lawyer-sue-higginson/14661720003383
http://www.edonsw.org.au/celebrating_our_amazing_volunteers_on_international_volunteer_week
http://www.edonsw.org.au/celebrating_our_amazing_volunteers_on_international_volunteer_week
http://www.edonsw.org.au/join_us#volunteer
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/57623016e4b0e71e17f525bf#_Toc453851275
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Sydney Water has entered into an Enforceable Undertaking with the NSW 

Environment Protection Authority to pay $200,000 to the Parramatta River 

Catchment Group, which manages projects to improve the health of the Parramatta 

River catchment, following a leak of untreated sewage into the Parramatta River.  

Read more » 

 

Law Reform and Policy Watch 

State Environmental Planning Policies Review 

The NSW Government has initiated its review of State Environmental Planning 
Policies (SEPPs), a key element of the NSW planning system.  

This first stage has led to the repeal of a number of SEPPs across NSW, including 
SEPPs covering the Hunter, Illawarra, Jarvis Bay, Lower South Coast, North Coast, 
Orana, Riverina and Sydney regions. See a full list. Some of the provisions of these 
SEPPs have been  transferred to other environmental planning instruments and the 
Local Environmental Plan Standard Instrument Order  

Read more » 

 

Recent EDO NSW submissions and briefing notes 

 Protection of the Environment Operations Regulation – railway coal transport, 
EDO NSW submission 

 Review of Complying Development for Inland NSW, EDO NSW submission 

 Hawkesbury Shelf Marine Bioregion Assessment Suggested Management 
Initiatives, EDO NSW submission 

 National Standard for Environmental Risk Management of Industrial 
Chemicals, EDOs of Australia submission 

 Consultation and Transparency Requirements for Offshore Petroleum 
Activities in Commonwealth Waters, EDOs of Australia submission 

 Community Consultative Committee Guidelines – State Significant Projects, 
EDO NSW submission 

Read all of our law reform submissions and briefing papers on our website.  

 

New legislation introduced to Parliament 

Australian Parliament 

 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin 

 

NSW Parliament 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/epamedia/EPAMedia16062201.htm
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/~/media/38146E7EB73C46F8B17D39BA7614CDF3.ashx
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/State-Environmental-Planning-Policies-Review
http://www.edonsw.org.au/protection_of_the_environment_operations_regulation_railway_coal_transport
http://www.edonsw.org.au/review_of_complying_development_for_inland_nsw
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hawkesbury_shelf_marine_bioregion_assessment_suggested_management_initiatives
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hawkesbury_shelf_marine_bioregion_assessment_suggested_management_initiatives
http://www.edonsw.org.au/national_standard_for_environmental_risk_management_of_industrial_chemicals
http://www.edonsw.org.au/national_standard_for_environmental_risk_management_of_industrial_chemicals
http://www.edonsw.org.au/consultation_and_transparency_requirements_for_offshore_petroleum_activities_in_commonwealth_waters
http://www.edonsw.org.au/consultation_and_transparency_requirements_for_offshore_petroleum_activities_in_commonwealth_waters
http://www.edonsw.org.au/community_consultative_committee_guidelines_state_significant_projects
http://www.edonsw.org.au/law_reform
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_before_Parliament?drt=2&drv=7&drvH=7&pnu=44&pnuH=44&f=12%2f11%2f2013&to=04%2f04%2f2014&ps=10&ito=1&q=&bs=1&pbh=1&bhor=1&pmb=1&g=1&st=1&sr=1
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/bills/pages/current-bills.aspx
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 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin 

 

Local Environmental Plan tracking 

 Liverpool – Amendment to permit shops at Orange Grove Road, Warwick 
Farm. 

 Camden – Amendment to the provisions and maps that apply to land at 
Catherine Park Estate. 

 Botany Bay – Rezoning land, extending building height, and changing floor 
space ratio, Lord St, Botany. 

 Fairfield – Rezoning land at Polding and Bodalla streets, Fairfield Heights.  

 Fairfield – Rezoning land, Longfield Street, Cabramatta. 

To access the LEP tracking system, visit the Department of Planning and 
Environment website. Read more about LEPs in our Fact Sheets. Visit your local 
council’s website to see if there are any planning proposals or LEP changes open for 
public comment. 

 

Have Your Say Alerts – Opportunities to Comment 

This eBulletin provides alerts for opportunities to comment on changes to law and 
policy, and activities that may impact the environment in your area. For a 
comprehensive list of current opportunities to have your say on a range of 
environment and planning matters, visit our Have Your Say site. 

This online resource also helps the community to effectively engage with decision-
makers and request a workshop for your community. We are always trying to 
improve our community resources and are currently seeking feedback on the 
effectiveness of Have Your Say. You can help us out by checking out the site and 
completing a short three-question survey. 

 

Consultations 

 Emergency Risk Management 

The NSW Office of Emergency Management is reviewing the way emergency risks 
are assessed and managed across NSW. The Office is inviting community comment 
on managing emergency risks from hazards such as floods, fires, storms, 
earthquakes, cyclones and coastal erosion.  

Submissions are invited until Friday 26 August 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Threatened Species and Endangered Ecological Community Listing 
Consultations 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2423
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2567
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2562
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2565
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2566
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/Default.aspx
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_how_can_i_have_my_say_1
http://www.edonsw.org.au/request_a_workshop
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_feedback
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ERMCommunity
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ERMCommunity
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o Adclarkia cameroni (brigalow woodland snail) – Submissions invited 
until Monday 1 August 2016. 

o Adclarkia dulacca (Dulacca woodland snail) – Submissions invited until 
Monday 1 August 2016. 

o Prostanthera albohirta – Submissions invited until Monday 1 August 
2016. 

o Sphaerolobium acanthos (Grampians globe-pea) – Submissions invited 
until Monday 1 August 2016. 

o Trisyntopa scatophaga (antbed parrot moth) – Submissions invited until 
Monday 1 August 2016. 

o Euastacus bindal (a freshwater crayfish) – Submissions invited until 
Tuesday 2 August 2016. 

For a full listing of threatened species and endangered ecological community listings 
currently open for public comment, visit the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
website and the Australian Department of the Environment website. 

 

 Fisheries assessments 
o No new fisheries assessments have been announced since the last 

eBulletin.  

For a full listing of fisheries assessments currently open for public comment, visit the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries website and the Australian Department of the 
Environment website. 

 

Legislative reviews 

 No new legislative reviews have been announced since the last eBulletin. 

 

Major Project proposals: Invitation to comment 

 Thredbo – Earthworks and installation of snowmaking infrastructure in 
Sponars Traverse Ski Slopes – Submissions invited until Thursday 28 July 
2016. 

 Maules Creek – Modification to employee transport use for Maules Creek 
Coal Mine – Submissions invited until Thursday 7 July 2016. 

 Sapphire Beach - Woolgoolga – Modification to Pacific Highway upgrade, 
Sapphire to Woolgoolga – Submissions invited until Friday 22 July 2016. 

 Maitland– Voluntary Planning Agreement, Grange Estates, Mount Harris Drive 
– Submissions invited until Friday 22 July 2016. 

For a full listing of major project proposals currently open for public comment, visit 
the Department of Planning and Environment’s website. To learn more about the 
planning process for major projects, read our Fact Sheet on State Significant 
Development and State Significant Infrastructure. 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/adclarkia-cameroni
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/adclarkia-dulacca
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/prostanthera-albohirta
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/sphaerolobium-acanthos
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/trisyntopa-scatophaga
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/euastacus-bindal
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/commercial/eahttp:/www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7703
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7705
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=6247
http://vparegister.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7706
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=search&status_id=6&status_id=117&status_id=116&status_id=114
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
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EPBC Referrals: Invitation to comment 

 North Beaudesert, QLD – Residential development in an area currently used 
for agriculture that will result in clearing of vegetation – Submissions invited 
until Friday 1 July 2016. 

 Rockbank, VIC – Upgrades to sewer infrastructure that will impact on the 
nationally listed community Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain – Submissions invited until Thursday 30 June 2016. 

Referrals under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) can be viewed on the Australian Environment Department’s website. To 
learn more, read our Fact Sheet on the EPBC Act. 

 

Plans of Management: Invitation to comment 

 No new National Park plans of management have been placed on exhibition 
since the last eBulletin. 

The full listing of plans of management for protected areas can be viewed on the 
Office of Environment and Heritage website. To learn more about the Plans of 
Management, see our Fact Sheet on Protected Areas. 

 

New Coal and Petroleum Exploration Licence Applications  

 No new coal or petroleum exploration licence applications have been listed 
since the last eBulletin. 

To view current coal and petroleum (including CSG) exploration licence applications 
and approvals, visit the Minerals and Petroleum website. The NSW Government 
Gazette also contains a list of all exploration and mining lease applications and 
determinations. Public comment can be made on coal and petroleum (including 
CSG) exploration licence applications on the Minerals and Petroleum website. To 
learn more, read the EDO NSW publication Mining Law in NSW: A guide for the 
community. 

 

Community News 

Australian Environment Review out now 

The latest edition of Australian Environment Review explores the politics of 
environmental law. There’s an article on Australian Environmental Law — its 
historical and current political context, as well as summaries of the major parties’ 
environmental policies.  

There’s also a case note on our case win from earlier this year, Friends of 
Tumblebee Inc v ATB Morton Pty Ltd. 

Read more » 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/fe84343f-5334-e611-be03-005056ba00a8/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1466642351282
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/50f6c201-8e33-e611-be03-005056ba00a8/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1466642354470
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/publicnoticesreferrals/
http://www.edo.org.au/factsheets
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/ParkManagementPlans.htm
http://www.edonsw.org.au/protected_areas_public_land_management
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/current-coal-and-petroleum-exploration-licence-applications
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/landholders-and-community/minerals-and-coal/public-comment
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
http://lexisweb.lexisnexis.com.au/JournalsBookView.aspx?bid=27
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Community Shark Forum  

The Department of Primary Industries is holding a Community Shark Forum next 
week in Lennox Head. Shark biologists will present on shark research on the North 
Coast, and the Department will provide an update on the NSW Government’s Shark 
Management Strategy.    

When: Tuesday 28th of June 2016, 6:00-7:30pm  
Where: Lennox Head Community Centre, 1 Mackney Lane, Lennox Head.  

For details, contact Kim on 0437 075 710. 

Read more » 

 

Contaminated Land seminar  

The Australian Sustainable Business Group is hosting a seminar on the latest 
regulatory and policy perspectives on contaminated land management. The seminar 
is aimed at land owners, environmental professionals and others dealing in 
contaminated land management. Cost: $395 (ASBG & ALGA Members, and Henry 
Davis York clientele) or $495 (Non Members) 

When: Wednesday 22 June 2016, 8:20am-4:40pm  
Where: Henry Davis York, L10, 44 Martin Place, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Police powers and protest laws update: impacts on environmental activism 

The NSW Young Lawyers Criminal Law and Environment and Planning Law 
Committees are holding a seminar on the impact of the new protest laws on 
environmental protesters.  

Our own Kira Levin will give an overview on what the protest laws mean to 
environmental protesters, and will provide a checklist for environmental lawyers. 
David Porter, Senior Solicitor, UNSW Policing Practice at Redfern Legal Centre, will 
provide an overview and analysis of the new laws. 

Cost: Members $120; Non-Members $156 

When: Tuesday 30 August 2016, 5-6:30pm 
Where: The Law Society of NSW, Level 3, 170 Phillip Street, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Maintaining Australia’s Natural Wealth: Priorities for Conservation Policy 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/sharks/shark-management
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/sharks/shark-management
http://tweedlandcare.org.au/event/community-shark-forum/
http://tweedlandcare.org.au/event/community-shark-forum/
http://www.asbg.net.au/index.php/seminars/nsw-seminars/356-contaminated-land-seminar-22-june-2016
http://eshop.lawsociety.com.au/index.php/catalog/product/view/id/3503
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The draft program is now available for the sixth symposium in the ACIUCN Science 
Informing Policy Symposium Series. 

The symposium will bring together around 100 conservation experts from across 
governments, non-government organisations, academia, Indigenous organisations 
and natural resource management bodies to discuss the future of Australia’s rich 
natural environment. Our own Policy and Law Reform Director, Rachel Walmsley, 
will be participating in the Wednesday morning session title ‘Ensuring a strong 
national framework of environmental laws for the future of conservation’. Download 
the draft program. 

When: Tuesday 19 to Wednesday 20 July 2016 
Where: The Hall, University House, Australian National University, Canberra 

Read more » 

 

Positions at the New South Wales Aboriginal Land Council 

The New South Wales Aboriginal Land Council is currently recruiting for positions 
based at its Parramatta Office: 

 Senior Economic Development Advisor - permanent full time 

 Senior Policy Officer x 2 – for a period up to May 2017 

 Senior Programs Officer (Planner) - permanent full time 

 Programs Officer (Identified) – temporary full time 

Applications for the Senior Policy Officer and Programs Officer positions close 5pm 
Wednesday, 22 June 2016. Applications for the Senior Programs Officer (Planner) 
close 5pm Wednesday, 29 June 2016.  

Aboriginal people are encouraged to apply. 

Read more » 

 

Building the new economy: activism, enterprise and social change 

Early bird registrations are now open for the New Economy conference.  The 
conference will explore what types of future economic systems we want to build in 
Australia. The conference will include an interactive plenary session on Day 2, which 
will enable interested participants to co-design a Charter for a Coalition for a New 
Economy, and those Interested are invited to propose a creative range of 
participation, including: papers, mini-workshops, performances, games or other 
interventions. 

When: Tuesday 16 to Wednesday 17 August 2016 
Where: Glebe Town Hall, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://aciucn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Draft-ACIUCN-Symposium-Programme_June.pdf
http://aciucn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Draft-ACIUCN-Symposium-Programme_June.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/aciucn-symposium-maintaining-australias-natural-wealth-priorities-for-conservation-policy-registration-25469896145
http://www.alc.org.au/Employment.aspx
http://www.neweconomy.law.unsw.edu.au/
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Support EDO NSW  

End of financial year appeal 

We recently won a court case for a Hunter Valley community group who has been 
fighting for many years to protect an area of forest vital to the long term survival of 
the the Regent Honeyeater, a bird on the brink of extinction. 

Together, we can continue fighting these legal battles for communities who are 
committed to protecting our precious wildlife from extinction.  

Your donation to our Environmental Defence Fund this tax time will ensure we can 
continue fighting legal battles for communities who are committed to protecting our 
wildlife from extinction.  

Please make a donation today.  

 

Other ways you can help us defend the environment 

By donating to our Environmental Defence Fund, you can help us continue to protect 
the environment from harm. 

You can have an even greater impact by becoming a Friend of the EDO. Our regular 

donors are an invaluable source of funding and help us ensure we are ready to 

respond when the community needs our help. 

Visit our website for even more ways to support our work. 

 

Environmental Defender 

Read more about how your support can help protect the environment in the October 
edition of our supporter newsletter, Environmental Defender. 

EDO NSW has been providing critical legal support to NSW communities for 30 
years. We are the only legal centre in NSW specialising in public interest 
environmental issues. 
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http://www.edonsw.org.au/
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https://www.givenow.com.au/edonsw
http://www.edonsw.org.au/become_a_friend_of_the_edo
http://www.edonsw.org.au/donate
http://www.edonsw.org.au/newsletter
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