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The EDO NSW eBulletin is a free weekly bulletin that includes news, events, public 
notices and opportunities for public comment listed in our online resource Have Your 
Say.  
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EDO NSW News and Events 

Helping a farmer access justice 

You may have seen news reports about Pat Murphy, a farmer whose land is within 
2km of the Maules Creek Open Cut Coal Mine near Boggabri in Northern NSW.  

Since Pat called our environmental advice line in September last year, we’ve been 
helping him understand his legal rights. 

Pat featured on the ABC's Australian Story on Monday. Find out more about Pat’s 
story and watch the program on iView. 

Read more » 
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Thank you 

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously to our end of financial year appeal.  

To all our supporters, thank you. Your support will help us to continue to expand our 
work protecting endangered species, biodiversity, and helping communities defend 
the environment through law. 

 

 

CSG Water Trigger case: Western Downs Alliance v Minister for the 
Environment & Santos 

We’ve launched a new case in the Federal Court on behalf of Western Downs 
Alliance. 

This is the first CSG case brought under national environmental law testing the 
application of the Water Trigger. 

Our client is challenging the approval of 6,100 new CSG wells in the Surat Basin in 
Queensland. The wells will draw water from the Great Artesian Basin, and are likely 
to release waste water into lakes and rivers, including the Dawson River. 

Our client argues that the project’s approval was unlawful because the Environment 
Minister didn’t properly assess the impact the project will have on water, as required 
by the ‘Water Trigger’ under the EPBC Act. 

Read more » 

 

NSW biodiversity law reforms – wrap up 
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We have made our submission on the NSW Government’s proposed changes to 
biodiversity laws. We cannot support the proposed changes, and have detailed our 
concerns in three submissions on the reform package, which you can view on our 
website.  

Thank you to everyone who came along to one of our workshops or presentations. 
Over the consultation period, we spoke to over 600 people – local communities, 
Landcare members, Local Land Services officers, local councils, ecological 
consultants, private land conservation agreement holders, Aboriginal people, 
conservationists, wildlife carers, as well as a number of private individuals through 
our advice line. Areas we visited include the Hunter, Greater Sydney, North Coast, 
Northern Tablelands, South East and Central West regions. With the exception of 
representatives of the NSW Farmers Association, no-one we spoke to told us the 
proposed laws were an improvement on current laws, and almost all were seriously 
concerned about the implications of the new regime for biodiversity. 

Your comments and feedback reinforced our assessment that the reform package 
represents a serious backwards step for environmental protection in NSW.  

Our submissions detail our conclusion that the proposed laws are a retrograde step 
for NSW biodiversity and land management. While the proposed investment private 
land conservation is welcome, once this money runs out, we will be left with weak 
laws that offer no real protection for our unique threatened species and ecological 
communities and that will facilitate ongoing decline in biodiversity. 

We’ll keep our web page dedicated to the reforms live, so you can review the links 
and resources any time. We’ll also report back as the NSW Government responds to 
your submissions.  

Read more » 

 

Recognising the role of EDOs in environmental protection 

“Environmental Defenders Offices [are] often the most effective critics of 
environmental degradation. In the face of biddable governments, it is only the law 
that keeps miners and other polluters accountable.”  

A couple of weeks ago The Saturday Paper ran an article on our CEO and Principal 
Solicitor Sue Higginson. The Paper’s editorial, Coral reaching, also recognises the 
crucial role that Australia’s EDOs play in protecting our environment.   

Read the editorial online » 

 

Calling law students 

Do you have spare time at the end of semester? Just studied environmental law, and 
want to gain experience while making a difference? Volunteer with us! 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/nsw_biodiversity_reform_package_2016
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https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/2016/06/18/coral-reaching/14661720003379
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/2016/06/18/coral-reaching/14661720003379
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As a legal volunteer, you’ll help our solicitors with case work and be dedicating your 
energies and skills into defending the environment through law. What better way to 
spend your break? 

If you’re wondering if volunteering with us is for you, read about what our legal 
volunteers Christine and Peter have been doing.  

Read more » 

 

Law Reform and Policy Watch 

Aboriginal Community to jointly manage Kosciuszko National Park 

The Monaro Ngarigo Southern Snowy Mountains Aboriginal Community has signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding with the National Parks and Wildlife Service for the 
management of Kosciuszko National Park and reserves in the Southern Ranges 
Region. 

Read more » 

 

Recent EDO NSW submissions and briefing notes 

 NSW Biodiversity reform package 2016, EDO NSW submission 

 Protection of the Environment Operations Regulation – railway coal transport, 
EDO NSW submission 

 Review of Complying Development for Inland NSW, EDO NSW submission 

 Hawkesbury Shelf Marine Bioregion Assessment Suggested Management 
Initiatives, EDO NSW submission 

 National Standard for Environmental Risk Management of Industrial 
Chemicals, EDOs of Australia submission 

 Consultation and Transparency Requirements for Offshore Petroleum 
Activities in Commonwealth Waters, EDOs of Australia submission 

 Community Consultative Committee Guidelines – State Significant Projects, 
EDO NSW submission 

Read all of our law reform submissions and briefing papers on our website.  

 

New legislation introduced to Parliament 

Australian Parliament 

 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin 

 

NSW Parliament 

 Local Government Amendment (Governance and Planning) Bill 2016 
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https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/bills/pages/current-bills.aspx
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This Government Bill would amend the Local Government Act 1993 in relation to the 
governance and planning functions of councils. The Bill is awaiting 2nd reading. 

Read the Bill  » 

 

Local Environmental Plan tracking 

 Wollindilly – Amendment to additional permitted uses map relating to 
Bronzewing Street. 

 Ku-Ring-Gai – To list the building known as "Ambleside" (Harold Cazneaux 
house), Dudley Avenue, Roseville, as a local heritage item.  

To access the LEP tracking system, visit the Department of Planning and 
Environment website. Read more about LEPs in our Fact Sheets. Visit your local 
council’s website to see if there are any planning proposals or LEP changes open for 
public comment. 

 

Have Your Say Alerts – Opportunities to Comment 

This eBulletin provides alerts for opportunities to comment on changes to law and 
policy, and activities that may impact the environment in your area. For a 
comprehensive list of current opportunities to have your say on a range of 
environment and planning matters, visit our Have Your Say site. 

This online resource also helps the community to effectively engage with decision-
makers and request a workshop for your community. We are always trying to 
improve our community resources and are currently seeking feedback on the 
effectiveness of Have Your Say. You can help us out by checking out the site and 
completing a short three-question survey. 

 

Consultations 

 Inquiry into Crown land 

A parliamentary inquiry has been called into Crown Land in New South Wales. The 
inquiry will report on: 

 the extent of Crown land and the benefits of active use and management of 
that land to New South Wales; 

 the adequacy of community input and consultation regarding the commercial 
use and disposal of Crown land; 

 the most appropriate and effective measures for protecting Crown land so that 
it is preserved and enhanced for future generations; and 

 the extent of Aboriginal Land Claims over Crown land and opportunities to 
increase Aboriginal involvement in the management of Crown land.  

Submissions are invited until Sunday 24 July 2016. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/bills/Pages/bill-details.aspx?pk=3316
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2576
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2570
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/Default.aspx
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
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http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_how_can_i_have_my_say_1
http://www.edonsw.org.au/request_a_workshop
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
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Read more and have your say » 

 

 Agenda and species listing proposals for 17th Conference of the Parties 
to CITES 

The Australian Government Department of the Environment is calling for comment 
on the agenda papers and species listing proposals to be considered at CITES 
CoP17. 

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) is an international agreement between governments on the 
international trade in animals and plants. CoP17 is the 17th conference of the parties 
of CITES, to be held in Johannesburg from 24 September to 5 October 2016. The 
meeting is a way for parties to review the implementation of CITES. 

Submissions are invited until Thursday 14 July 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Threatened Species and Endangered Ecological Community Listing 
Consultations 

o Myuchelys georgesi (Bellinger River snapping turtle) – Submissions 
invited until Friday 5 August 2016.  

For a full listing of threatened species and endangered ecological community listings 
currently open for public comment, visit the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
website and the Australian Department of the Environment website. 

 

 Fisheries assessments 
o No new fisheries assessments have been announced since the last 

eBulletin.  

For a full listing of fisheries assessments currently open for public comment, visit the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries website and the Australian Department of the 
Environment website. 

 

Legislative reviews 

 No new legislative reviews have been announced since the last eBulletin. 

 

Major Project proposals: Invitation to comment 

 Parramatta – Redevelopment of the Old Kings School to accommodate a new 
public school – Submissions invited until Monday 15 August 2016. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/wildlife-trade/cites/cop17
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment/myuchelys-georgesi
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/commercial/eahttp:/www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7372
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 Newcastle – Modifications to enable the first floor of the yacht club to continue 
to be used for commercial offices – Submissions invited until Friday 24 June 
2016. 

For a full listing of major project proposals currently open for public comment, visit 
the Department of Planning and Environment’s website. To learn more about the 
planning process for major projects, read our Fact Sheet on State Significant 
Development and State Significant Infrastructure. 

 

EPBC Referrals: Invitation to comment 

 Narribri to North Star, NSW – Construction of an inland railway between 
Melbourne and Brisbane, via central-west NSW and Toowoomba, QLD – 
Submissions invited until Wednesday 13 July 2016. 

 Parkes to Narromine, NSW – Construction of an inland railway between 
Melbourne and Brisbane, via central-west NSW and Toowoomba, QLD – 
Submissions invited until Wednesday 13 July 2016. 

 Crooked Brook, WA – Clearing of native vegetation and excavation for landfill 
facility – Submissions invited until Wednesday 13 July 2016. 

 Bennett Springs, WA –  Construct the Ellenbrook Bus Rapid Transit to provide 
a public transport route from Ellenbrook town centre to Reid Highway, Bennett 
Springs – Submissions invited until Tuesday 12 July 2016.  

 Martins Creek, NSW – Extraction of andesite hard rock and expansion of 
existing operations at Station Street – Submissions invited until Monday 11 
July 2016. 

 Ripley Valley, QLD – Residential development which will result in the clearing 
of vegetation, Rawlings Road Development, Deebing Heights – Submissions 
invited until Friday 8 July 2016. 

 Warner, QLD – Extension of an existing quarry in the suburb of Warner, that 
includes the clearing of vegetation on property zoned as Extractive Industry – 
Submissions invited until Friday 8 July 2016. 

 Ravensthrope to Esperance, WA – Extending the State Barrier Fence 
resulting in clearing of vegetation which could be inhabited by endangered 
and threatened species – Submissions invited until Thursday 7 July 2016. 

 Newman, WA –  Construction and use of associated mine infrastructure for 
extracting potassium-rich brines, and storage of waste product in Lake 
Disappointment – Submissions invited until Thursday 7 July 2016. 

Referrals under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) can be viewed on the Australian Environment Department’s website. To 
learn more, read our Fact Sheet on the EPBC Act. 

 

Plans of Management: Invitation to comment 

 Murrurundi Pass Draft Plan of Management 

The draft plan provides the community with the opportunity to have a say in the 
future management directions for the Murrurundi Pass National Park. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
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http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/50e49316-fe3b-e611-be03-005056ba00a8/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1467254266880
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/a2ca3c03-a139-e611-bc6a-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1467254487301
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/7a37a03c-da39-e611-be03-005056ba00a8/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1467254782911
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/ea5cec1d-0039-e611-bc6a-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1467255066432
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Submissions are invited until Monday 10 October 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

The full listing of plans of management for protected areas can be viewed on the 
Office of Environment and Heritage website. To learn more about the Plans of 
Management, see our Fact Sheet on Protected Areas. 

 

New Coal and Petroleum Exploration Licence Applications  

 No new coal or petroleum exploration licence applications have been listed 
since the last eBulletin. 

To view current coal and petroleum (including CSG) exploration licence applications 
and approvals, visit the Minerals and Petroleum website. The NSW Government 
Gazette also contains a list of all exploration and mining lease applications and 
determinations. Public comment can be made on coal and petroleum (including 
CSG) exploration licence applications on the Minerals and Petroleum website. To 
learn more, read the EDO NSW publication Mining Law in NSW: A guide for the 
community. 

 

Community News 

Australian Environment Review out now 

The latest edition of Australian Environment Review explores the politics of 
environmental law. There’s an article on Australian Environmental Law — its 
historical and current political context, as well as summaries of the major parties’ 
environmental policies.  

There’s also a case note on our case win from earlier this year, Friends of 
Tumblebee Inc v ATB Morton Pty Ltd. 

Read more » 

 

Police powers and protest laws update: impacts on environmental activism 

The NSW Young Lawyers Criminal Law and Environment and Planning Law 
Committees are holding a seminar on the impact of the new protest laws on 
environmental protesters.  

Our own Kira Levin will give an overview on what the protest laws mean to 
environmental protesters, and will provide a checklist for environmental lawyers. 
David Porter, Senior Solicitor, UNSW Policing Practice at Redfern Legal Centre, will 
provide an overview and analysis of the new laws. 

Cost: Members $120; Non-Members $156 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/publications/parks/murrurundi-pass-np-pom-draft-160298.htm
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http://www.edonsw.org.au/protected_areas_public_land_management
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http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/landholders-and-community/minerals-and-coal/public-comment
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
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When: Tuesday 30 August 2016, 5-6:30pm 
Where: The Law Society of NSW, Level 3, 170 Phillip Street, Sydney 

CPD units: 1.5. 

Read more » 

 

Maintaining Australia’s Natural Wealth: Priorities for Conservation Policy 

The draft program is now available for the sixth symposium in the ACIUCN Science 
Informing Policy Symposium Series. 

The symposium will bring together around 100 conservation experts from across 
governments, non-government organisations, academia, Indigenous organisations 
and natural resource management bodies to discuss the future of Australia’s rich 
natural environment. Our own Policy and Law Reform Director, Rachel Walmsley, 
will be participating in the Wednesday morning session title ‘Ensuring a strong 
national framework of environmental laws for the future of conservation’. Download 
the draft program. 

When: Tuesday 19 to Wednesday 20 July 2016 
Where: The Hall, University House, Australian National University, Canberra 

Read more » 

 

Building the new economy: activism, enterprise and social change 

Early bird registrations are now open for the New Economy conference.  The 
conference will explore what types of future economic systems we want to build in 
Australia. The conference will include an interactive plenary session on Day 2, which 
will enable interested participants to co-design a Charter for a Coalition for a New 
Economy, and those Interested are invited to propose a creative range of 
participation, including: papers, mini-workshops, performances, games or other 
interventions. 

When: Tuesday 16 to Wednesday 17 August 2016 
Where: Glebe Town Hall, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Support EDO NSW  

We recently won a court case for a Hunter Valley community group who has been 
fighting for many years to protect an area of forest vital to the long term survival of 
the the Regent Honeyeater, a bird on the brink of extinction. 

Your donation will ensure we can continue fighting legal battles for communities who 
are committed to protecting our wildlife from extinction.  

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://eshop.lawsociety.com.au/index.php/catalog/product/view/id/3503
http://aciucn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Draft-ACIUCN-Symposium-Programme_June.pdf
http://aciucn.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Draft-ACIUCN-Symposium-Programme_June.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/aciucn-symposium-maintaining-australias-natural-wealth-priorities-for-conservation-policy-registration-25469896145
http://www.neweconomy.law.unsw.edu.au/
https://edonsw.nationbuilder.com/donate
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Please make a donation today.  

 

Other ways you can help us defend the environment 

You can have an even greater impact by becoming a Friend of the EDO. Our regular 

donors are an invaluable source of funding and help us ensure we are ready to 

respond when the community needs our help. 

Visit our website for even more ways to support our work. 

 

Environmental Defender 

Read more about how your support can help protect the environment in the October 
2015 edition of our supporter newsletter, Environmental Defender. 

EDO NSW has been providing critical legal support to NSW communities for 30 
years. We are the only legal centre in NSW specialising in public interest 
environmental issues. 
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