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The EDO NSW eBulletin is a free weekly bulletin that includes news, events, public 
notices and opportunities for public comment listed in our online resource Have Your 
Say.  
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EDO NSW News and Events 

New report – Planning for climate change: how the NSW planning system can 
better tackle greenhouse gas emissions 

Thank you to everyone who came along to the launch of our new report Planning for 
climate change: how the NSW planning system can better tackle greenhouse gas 
emissions, hosted by at Baker & Mackenzie in Sydney on Wednesday. We had a 
lively discussion about how the planning system can be part of the solution to avoid 
dangerous climate change, and plan for a responsible carbon future. 

The report makes 14 recommendations on how the planning system can be 
improved to help mitigate the future impacts and costs of climate change. For more 
about why we have released this report, and what it means, read our blog post How 
can NSW better tackle greenhouse gas emissions?  

Read the report » 
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Nari Sahukar, EDO NSW Senior Policy & Law Reform Solicitor, 
presenting at the launch 

 

Environmental Defender July 2016 

Want a quick, easy-to-read summary of what we’ve been up to? In the latest edition 
of our supporter newsletter, Environmental Defender, we look back at some 
highlights from the past year. There’s a report from a Mother’s Day luncheon and 
forum fundraising event held in Ku-ring-gai, Sydney, and a feature on BJ Kim, our 
International Programs Coordinator, and more. 

Read Environmental Defender online » 

 

The community’s right to participate: What happened to merits review? 

Over the past few years, we’ve received many calls and emails from community 
groups across NSW worried about the removal of their merits review rights for large 
resource extraction projects. 

Communities are concerned that they have lost access to a valuable right of public 
participation in the state’s planning system. 

In response, we have had a critical look at merits review and the role such reviews 
actually play in the planning system, and have released our findings in a new report, 
Merits Review in Planning in NSW.  

Sue Higginson, our CEO/Principal Solicitor, explains more in her blog post ‘The 
community’s right to participate: what happened to merits review?’ 

Read more » 

 

Our commitment to Aboriginal communities 
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With help from our Aboriginal Advisory Committee, we deliver tailored legal services 
to Aboriginal people and communities across NSW. Find out about our Aboriginal 
Engagement Program. 

And to see the Program in action, read about our work with the Dharriwaa Elders 
Group. 

We are committed to using our expertise to assist and stand with our Aboriginal 
clients as they protect and promote their Country, culture and heritage through law. 

Read more » 

 

Court and Compliance Watch 

Tweed quarry fined for over-extraction 

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment has find Tweed Sand Quarry 

$15,000 for extracting more material than allowed under its approval conditions. 

Approved extraction limits are designed to manage the environmental impacts of the 

quarry such as traffic and truck movements. The company admitted to the breach 

and explained the increase in extraction was due to higher demand for the quarry 

materials. 

Read more » 

 

Law Reform and Policy Watch 

Submission on Crown Land 2016 

We’ve made a submission to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into Crown Land 2016. 

We support the Government’s aims to clarify and harmonise the complex laws on 
managing Crown lands to ensure the environmental and cultural values of Crown 
lands are recognised and protected. 

In our submission, we reiterate recommendations made in previous submissions: our 
10 principles for Crown lands management from our 2014 submission on Crown 
lands; and our Travelling Stock Reserves submission (December 2015). 

We also make recommendations about the best process for changing the laws. We 
recommend public consultation on an exposure draft Crown Lands Bill prior to 
introduction to Parliament. This would improve the legislation and strengthen 
community confidence in the process and outcomes of any reforms.  

Read more » 

 

Recent EDO NSW submissions and reports 
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 Planning for climate change: how the NSW planning system can better tackle 
greenhouse gas emissions, EDO NSW discussion paper 

 NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into Crown Land 2016, EDO NSW submission 

 Merits Review in Planning in NSW, EDO NSW discussion paper 

 NSW Biodiversity reform package 2016, EDO NSW submission 

 Protection of the Environment Operations Regulation – railway coal transport, 
EDO NSW submission 

 Review of Complying Development for Inland NSW, EDO NSW submission 

 Hawkesbury Shelf Marine Bioregion Assessment Suggested Management 
Initiatives, EDO NSW submission 

 National Standard for Environmental Risk Management of Industrial 
Chemicals, EDOs of Australia submission 

Read all of our law reform submissions and briefing papers on our website.  

 

New legislation introduced to Parliament 

Australian Parliament 

 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin 

 

NSW Parliament 

 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin 

 

Local Environmental Plan tracking 

 Maroota – Rezoning of land at Weavers Rd, plus identifying part of the land 
on the Terrestrial Biodiversity Map. 

 Camden –  Minor amendments to improve the overall operation and accuracy 
of the Camden LEP 2010. 

To access the LEP tracking system, visit the Department of Planning and 
Environment website. Read more about LEPs in our Fact Sheets. Visit your local 
council’s website to see if there are any planning proposals or LEP changes open for 
public comment. 

 

Have Your Say Alerts – Opportunities to Comment 

This eBulletin provides alerts for opportunities to comment on changes to law and 
policy, and activities that may impact the environment in your area. For a 
comprehensive list of current opportunities to have your say on a range of 
environment and planning matters, visit our Have Your Say site. 

This online resource also helps the community to effectively engage with decision-
makers and request a workshop for your community. We are always trying to 
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improve our community resources and are currently seeking feedback on the 
effectiveness of Have Your Say. You can help us out by checking out the site and 
completing a short three-question survey. 

 

Consultations 

 Parramatta Female Factory Precinct 

The Australian Heritage Council is seeking public comment on whether to include all 
or part of the  Parramatta Female Factory Precinct, including the Roman Catholic 
Orphan School and Parramatta Girls’ Home, in the National Heritage List. The 
Council's initial assessment suggewsts that the are may have National Heritage 
values.  

Submissions are invited until Friday 23 September 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Draft Moore Park Master Plan 

The NSW Government is calling for community submissions on how Moore Park in 
Sydney’s East, is to be managed over the next 25 years. 

The plan is online, but will also be available for viewing at the Parklands Office 
reception during business hours, and will be exhibited at the Village Markets held in 
the Entertainment Quarter of Moore Park, between 10am and 2pm every 
Wednesday and Saturday until 14 September 2016. 

Submissions are invited until Sunday 25 September 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Threatened Species and Endangered Ecological Community Listing 
Consultations 

o No new listings have been placed on exhibition since the last eBulletin. 

For a full listing of threatened species and endangered ecological community listings 
currently open for public comment, visit the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
website and the Australian Department of the Environment website. 

 

 Fisheries assessments 
o No new fisheries assessments have been announced since the last 

eBulletin.  

For a full listing of fisheries assessments currently open for public comment, visit the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries website and the Australian Department of the 
Environment website. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
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Legislative reviews 

 No new legislative reviews have been announced since the last eBulletin. 

 

Major Project proposals: Invitation to comment 

 North Sydney – Construction of the Shore School Physical Education Centre 
– Submissions invited until Friday 26 August 2016 

 Blacktown – Construction of a new building and various refurbishment and 
ancillary works to connect existing hospital buildings to the new building – 
Submissions invited until Friday 26 August 2016. 

 Wyong – Establishment of an underground coal mine and associated 
infrastructure – Submissions invited until Monday 5 September 2016. 
 

For a full listing of major project proposals currently open for public comment, visit 
the Department of Planning and Environment’s website. To learn more about the 
planning process for major projects, read our Fact Sheet on State Significant 
Development and State Significant Infrastructure. 

 

EPBC Referrals: Invitation to comment 

 Ballarat, VIC – Construction of Wind Energy Facility and associated 
infrastructure, Stockyard Hill – Submissions invited until Wednesday 10 
August 2016. 

 Lucas Heights, NSW – Extension and upgrade waste management facilities 
for nuclear medicines and research nuclear reactor – Submissions invited 
until Friday 5 August 2016. 

 Beenleigh, QLD – Construction of Generations Industrial Park, Yatala 
Enterprise Area of the City of Gold Coast – Submissions invited until Friday 5 
August 2016. 

 Gingin, WA – Widening of Brand Highway to improve functionality and safety  
– Submissions invited until Friday 5 August 2016. 

 Shire of West Arthur, WA – Construction of stock underpass, culverts, fauna 
fencing, safety barriers and street lighting, Arthur River Road – Submissions 
invited until Friday 5 August 2016. 

 Horsley Park, NSW – Industrial subdivision of 14 industrial lots and one lot for 
environmental conservation, Burley Road – Submissions invited until 
Thursday 4 August 2016. 

Referrals under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) can be viewed on the Australian Environment Department’s website. To 
learn more, read our Fact Sheet on the EPBC Act. 

 

Plans of Management: Invitation to comment 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
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http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/3c3cba25-c24f-e611-91e3-005056ba00a8/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1469681570354
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/e9b4f7e2-e44e-e611-98e5-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1469681708905
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 No new National Park plans of management have been placed on exhibition 
since the last eBulletin. 

The full listing of plans of management for protected areas can be viewed on the 
Office of Environment and Heritage website. To learn more about the Plans of 
Management, see our Fact Sheet on Protected Areas. 

 

New Coal and Petroleum Exploration Licence Applications  

 No new coal or petroleum exploration licence applications have been listed 
since the last eBulletin. 

To view current coal and petroleum (including CSG) exploration licence applications 
and approvals, visit the Minerals and Petroleum website. The NSW Government 
Gazette also contains a list of all exploration and mining lease applications and 
determinations. Public comment can be made on coal and petroleum (including 
CSG) exploration licence applications on the Minerals and Petroleum website. To 
learn more, read the EDO NSW publication Mining Law in NSW: A guide for the 
community. 

 

Community News 

New this week 

Improvements made to national renewable energy map 

An enhanced user interface for the Australian Renewable Energy Mapping 
Infrastructure (AREMI) has been released. AREMI is designed to help project 
developers and researchers find out where renewable energy can add the most 
value in the National Electricity Market. 

Read more » 

 

Australian Environment Review: August 

The August edition of Australian Environment Review contains Standing up for 
standing, an article by Jess Feehely of EDO Tasmania base on the Mackay 
Conservation Group v Adani Mining case. Our own Emma Carmody also co-
authored an article on the future of water reform in Australia. 

Other articles in the edition include an exploration of what the Paris Agreement and 
the 2016 Federal Election mean for Australia’s climate policy, and a look at the legal 
and regulatory issues of microbeads as a subset of marine plastics pollution. 

Read more » 

From last week 

Positions at Department of Planning and Environment 
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The NSW Department of Planning and Environment is advertising for a number of 
key positions, including Senior Compliance Officer, four Directors of Planning 
Services, Team Leader, Strategic Policy. 

Read more » 

 

Land and Environment Court commissioners appointed 

The Chief Judge of the Land and Environment Court has announced the 
appointment of commissioners of the Court. 

Rosemary Martin has been appointed Senior Commissioner. Susan Dixon has been 
re-appointed as a Commissioner. Jenny Smithson, Danielle Dickson and Michael 
Chilcott have been appointed as Commissioners. 

Read more » 

 

Australian Water Survey 

The Australian Water Association, the national peak body that delivers information, 
expertise and collaboration for sustainable water management to Australia’s water 
professionals, has launched a national survey on Australia’s key water issues. 

Open to everyone, responses will be used to create report on industry and 
community perspectives, and will shape the Association’s education initiatives and 
policy advocacy campaigns. The survey runs until Friday 12 August. 

Take the survey » 

 

Scholarships for Learning to Adapt 

The NSW Office of Environment & Heritage is sponsoring five registrations to the 
EIANZ's Learning to Adapt program in Sydney, staring in August 2016. 

Valued at $1,800, these sponsorships are open to people from State and Local 
Government, the private sector or NGO community. Travel and accommodation 
expenses are not covered. 

Learning to Adapt is a three day professional development program delivering 
practical, hands on skills and knowledge on climate change adaptation. 

If you are interested, please contact Heather Stevens at 
mailto:Heather.Stevens@environment.nsw.gov.au to obtain an expression of interest 
form. Applications need to be submitted by Sunday 31 July 2016. 

Read more about Learning to Adapt » 

 

Framework for Assessing and Improving Law for Sustainability 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
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This publication by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
Environmental Law Programme proposes ways to better understand and evaluate 
the effectiveness of environmental law, and to work towards its improvement.   

Edited by Paul Martin, Ben Boer and Lydia Slobodian, the publicaiton presents a 
framework for evaluating the implementation of legal principles across four levels: 
instrumental, institutional, behavioural and outcome. Case studies are presented 
from Brazil, New Zealand, China, Australia, and South Africa. 

EDO Solicitor Rana Koroglu contributed to the Australian case study Australia: 
Precautionary principle and endangered species. 

Read more » 

 

Call for EIANZ event ideas 

The NSW EIANZ is asking for ideas for future divisional events. If you have an idea 
for a talk, series or professional development event , or if there is an environmental 
professional or public figure you’d like to hear from,  Contact Monica at 
nsw@eianz.org.au. 

 

Police powers and protest laws update: impacts on environmental activism 

The NSW Young Lawyers Criminal Law and Environment & Planning Law 
Committees are holding a seminar on the impact of the new protest laws on 
environmental protesters.  

Our own Kira Levin will give an overview of what the protest laws mean for 
environmental protesters, and will provide a checklist for lawyers. David Porter, 
Senior Solicitor, UNSW Policing Practice at Redfern Legal Centre, will provide an 
overview and analysis of the new laws. 

Cost: Members $120; Non-Members $156 

When: Tuesday 30 August 2016, 5-6:30pm 
Where: The Law Society of NSW, Level 3, 170 Phillip Street, Sydney 

CPD units: 1.5. 

Read more » 

 

Building the new economy: activism, enterprise and social change 

Early bird registrations are now open for the New Economy conference.  The 
conference will explore what types of future economic systems we want to build in 
Australia. The conference will include an interactive plenary session on Day 2, which 
will enable interested participants to co-design a Charter for a Coalition for a New 
Economy, and those Interested are invited to propose a creative range of 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
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participation, including: papers, mini-workshops, performances, games or other 
interventions. 

When: Tuesday 16 to Wednesday 17 August 2016 
Where: Glebe Town Hall, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Support EDO NSW  

Your support is vital to ensuring that people have access to environmental justice.  

Your donation will help us continue fighting legal battles for communities who are 
committed to protecting our wildlife from extinction.  

Please make a donation today.  

 

Other ways you can help us defend the environment 

You can have an even greater impact by becoming a Friend of the EDO. Our regular 

donors are an invaluable source of funding and help us ensure we are ready to 

respond when the community needs our help. 

Visit our website for even more ways to support our work. 

 

Environmental Defender 

Read more about how your support can help protect the environment in the July 
2016 edition of our supporter newsletter, Environmental Defender. 

EDO NSW has been providing critical legal support to NSW communities for 30 
years. We are the only legal centre in NSW specialising in public interest 
environmental issues. 
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