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EDO NSW EBULLETIN – 5 August 2016: Number 969 

The EDO NSW eBulletin is a free weekly bulletin that includes news, events, public 
notices and opportunities for public comment listed in our online resource Have Your 
Say.  
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EDO NSW News and Events 

New case: Millers Point Fund Inc v Lendlease Millers Point Pty Ltd & others 

You may have seen in the news that we are acting for community group, Millers 
Point Fund Inc, in its challenge to decisions by the NSW Planning Assessment 
Commission (PAC) on the Crown Casino development at Barangaroo in Sydney. 

This is a complex case that relates to the approvals process, and subsequent 
modifications, through which the casino has come to be located on land that had 
been set aside as public parkland. The community group argues that the PAC did 
not apply the law properly when approving the casino’s location. 

Read more »  

  

Court gives green light to CSG water treatment facility near Narrabri 

On Monday the Land and Environment Court gave a green light for Santos to 
operate its 'Leewood' CSG wastewater treatment facility near Narrabri and the world-
renowned Pilliga State Forest in North-West NSW. 

Our client People for the Plains, who was fighting for the community’s right to have a 
say about the facility and to ensure the facility’s environmental impacts were 
comprehensively assessed. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/ebulletin
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/millers_point_fund_inc_v_lendlease_millers_point_pty_ltd_others
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The public exhibition of major developments is a key foundation of a well-functioning 
planning system – it’s a right that has been embedded in Australia’s environmental 
law since the ‘70s. Public participation brings about better planning decisions and 
ensures transparency and accountability. 

This is a complex area of the law, so we’ll be looking very closely at the judgment to 
explore our client’s options for appeal.  

Read more about the decision » 

 

Outside court before the decision. Sue Higginson (l) and Brendan Dobbie (r) with 
Rohan Boehm, Ron Campey and Stuart Murray of People for the Plains. 

 

New report – Planning for climate change: how the NSW planning system can 
better tackle greenhouse gas emissions 

Thank you to everyone who came along to the launch of our new report Planning for 
climate change: how the NSW planning system can better tackle greenhouse gas 
emissions, hosted by at Baker & Mackenzie in Sydney on Wednesday. We had a 
lively discussion about how the planning system can be part of the solution to avoid 
dangerous climate change, and plan for a responsible carbon future. 

The report makes 14 recommendations on how the planning system can be 
improved to help mitigate the future impacts and costs of climate change. For more 
about why we have released this report, and what it means, read our blog post How 
can NSW better tackle greenhouse gas emissions?  

Read the report » 
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http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/court_gives_green_light_to_csg_water_treatment_facility_near_narrabri
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_for_climate_change
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Want a quick, easy-to-read summary of what we’ve been up to? In the latest edition 
of our supporter newsletter, Environmental Defender, we look back at some 
highlights from the past year. There’s a report from a Mother’s Day luncheon and 
forum fundraising event held in Ku-ring-gai, a feature on our International Programs 
Coordinator BJ Kim, and more. 

Read Environmental Defender online » 

 

Law Reform and Policy Watch 

Recent EDO NSW submissions and reports 

 Planning for climate change: how the NSW planning system can better tackle 
greenhouse gas emissions, EDO NSW discussion paper 

 NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into Crown Land 2016, EDO NSW submission 

 Merits Review in Planning in NSW, EDO NSW discussion paper 

 NSW Biodiversity reform package 2016, EDO NSW submission 

 Protection of the Environment Operations Regulation – railway coal transport, 
EDO NSW submission 

 Review of Complying Development for Inland NSW, EDO NSW submission 

 Hawkesbury Shelf Marine Bioregion Assessment Suggested Management 
Initiatives, EDO NSW submission 

 National Standard for Environmental Risk Management of Industrial 
Chemicals, EDOs of Australia submission 

Read all of our law reform submissions and briefing papers on our website.  

 

New legislation introduced to Parliament 

Australian Parliament 

 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin 

 

NSW Parliament 

 No new bills have been introduced into Parliament since the last eBulletin 

 

Local Environmental Plan tracking 

 No Local Environment Plan amendments have been listed since the last 
eBulletin. 

To access the LEP tracking system, visit the Department of Planning and 
Environment website. Read more about LEPs in our Fact Sheets. Visit your local 
council’s website to see if there are any planning proposals or LEP changes open for 
public comment. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/newsletter
http://www.edonsw.org.au/newsletter
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_for_climate_change
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_for_climate_change
http://www.edonsw.org.au/nsw_parliamentary_inquiry_into_crown_land_2016
http://www.edonsw.org.au/merits_review_in_planning_in_nsw
http://www.edonsw.org.au/nsw_biodiversity_reform_package_2016
http://www.edonsw.org.au/protection_of_the_environment_operations_regulation_railway_coal_transport
http://www.edonsw.org.au/review_of_complying_development_for_inland_nsw
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hawkesbury_shelf_marine_bioregion_assessment_suggested_management_initiatives
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hawkesbury_shelf_marine_bioregion_assessment_suggested_management_initiatives
http://www.edonsw.org.au/national_standard_for_environmental_risk_management_of_industrial_chemicals
http://www.edonsw.org.au/national_standard_for_environmental_risk_management_of_industrial_chemicals
http://www.edonsw.org.au/law_reform
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_before_Parliament?drt=2&drv=7&drvH=7&pnu=44&pnuH=44&f=12%2f11%2f2013&to=04%2f04%2f2014&ps=10&ito=1&q=&bs=1&pbh=1&bhor=1&pmb=1&g=1&st=1&sr=1
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/bills/pages/current-bills.aspx
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/Default.aspx
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
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Have Your Say Alerts – Opportunities to Comment 

This eBulletin provides alerts for opportunities to comment on changes to law and 
policy, and activities that may impact the environment in your area. For a 
comprehensive list of current opportunities to have your say on a range of 
environment and planning matters, visit our Have Your Say site. 

This online resource also helps the community to effectively engage with decision-
makers and request a workshop for your community. We are always trying to 
improve our community resources and are currently seeking feedback on the 
effectiveness of Have Your Say. You can help us out by checking out the site and 
completing a short three-question survey. 

 

Consultations 

 New Wind Energy Planning Framework 

The NSW Government is inviting public comment on a new wind energy planning 
framework. Key documents being exhibited are draft Assessment Policy, Noise 
Assessment Bulletin, Visual Impact Assessment Bulletin, and Standard Secretary’s 
Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs). 

Submissions are invited until Friday 16 September 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 IPC Regulatory Framework and Plan 

The NSW Information and Privacy Commission (IPC) has released two key 
documents for which it is seeking public comment: 

 A trial IPC Regulatory Framework for 2016 for the delivery of its information 
access regulatory services and to guide the IPC in prioritising and targeting its 
resources.  

 Information Commissioner’s Regulatory Plan 2016 – 2017, to inform sectors 
regulated under the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 about 
the regulatory risks to be prioritised by the IPC in 2016 and 2017. 

Submissions are invited until Wednesday 31 August 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Revised Mine Subsidence Districts 

The NSW Mine Subsidence Board (MSB) is seeking public comment  on a review of 
mine subsidence districts across NSW. The proposed changes include new districts, 
extensions to current districts and revoking some areas. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_how_can_i_have_my_say_1
http://www.edonsw.org.au/request_a_workshop
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_feedback
http://planspolicies.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7859
http://ipc.nsw.gov.au/consultation-draft-ipc-service-charter-open-1-31-august-2016
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Community information sessions are being held in the Hunter, Central Coast and 
Western Sydney throughout August 2016 to provide community members with an 
opportunity to meet MSB representative and obtain more details about the 
proposals. 

Submissions are invited until Wednesday 31 August 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Sydney Harbour Bridge Toll Plaza Upgrade 

NSW Roads and Maritime Services is planning to remove the toll booths from the 
southern approaches to the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

The project will also entail changes to areas around the toll booths, including a 
reconfiguration of the York and Grosvenor street intersection, changes to bus lanes, 
and alterations to speed zones. 

Submissions are invited until Wednesday 17 August 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Pacific Highway upgrade, Lisarow to Ourimbah 

NSW Roads and Maritime Services is upgrading the Pacific Highway between 
Ourimbah Street, Lisarow and Glen Road, Ourimbah. The work includes new lanes, 
traffic lights, bridges and a shared pedestrian and cycle path. 

Roads and Maritime Services has provided an online survey for community 
members to provide their feedback on work undertaken to date. 

Submissions are invited until Friday 19 August 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Beef Cattle Herd Management 

The Australian Department of the Environment and Energy is seeking public 
comment on a variation on the Beef Cattle Herd Management Emissions reduction 
method. The changes would address various issues, including improving 
transparency of cattle numbers and movements between herds. This is part of the 
Government’s determination for crediting of emissions reductions from pasture-fed 
beef cattle. 

Submissions are invited until Monday 15 August 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.minesub.nsw.gov.au/SiteFiles/minesubnswgovau/Schedule_of_Community_Information_Sessions_.pdf
http://www.minesub.nsw.gov.au/SiteFiles/minesubnswgovau/Schedule_of_Community_Information_Sessions_.pdf
http://www.minesub.nsw.gov.au/templates/mine_subsidence_board_hp.aspx?pageID=3824
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/sydney-inner/sydney-harbour-bridge/projects/southern-toll-plaza-precinct-upgrade.html
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/central-coast/pacific-highway/lisarow-to-ourimbah/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/emissions-reduction-fund/methods/beef-cattle-herd-management
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 Coal Mine Waste Gas 

The Australian Department of the Environment and Energy is calling for community 
submissions on whether to recognise emission reductions gained from using 
Ventilation Air Methane (VAM) oxidation devices. The VAM process destroys the 
methane component of coal mine waste gas through devices such as flares or 
combustion engines which can then produce electricity. 

Other proposed changes include amendments to abatement calculations covered by 
the method. 

Submissions are invited until Monday 29 August 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Threatened Species and Endangered Ecological Community Listing 
Consultations 

o No new listings have been placed on exhibition since the last eBulletin. 

For a full listing of threatened species and endangered ecological community listings 
currently open for public comment, visit the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
website and the Australian Department of the Environment website. 

 

 Fisheries assessments 
o No new fisheries assessments have been announced since the last 

eBulletin.  

For a full listing of fisheries assessments currently open for public comment, visit the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries website and the Australian Department of the 
Environment website. 

 

Legislative reviews 

 No new legislative reviews have been announced since the last eBulletin. 

 

Major Project proposals: Invitation to comment 

 Lisdale – Modification to Springvale Coal Mine expansion – Submissions 
invited until Tuesday 23 August 2016. 

 Gledswood Hills – Construction of a new private hospital and associated 
services, Camden Medical Campus Precinct – Submissions invited until 
Friday 2 September 2016. 

 Barangaroo – Subdivision of land, Stage 1A Barangaroo South – Submissions 
invited until Friday 2 September 2016. 
Paddington – Modification of approved seniors housing and an aged care 
facility at Scottish Hospital, Paddington – Submissions invited until Monday 5 
September 2016. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/emissions-reduction-fund/methods/coal-mine-waste-gas
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/commercial/eahttp:/www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7852
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7387
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7478
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7841
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For a full listing of major project proposals currently open for public comment, visit 
the Department of Planning and Environment’s website. To learn more about the 
planning process for major projects, read our Fact Sheet on State Significant 
Development and State Significant Infrastructure. 

 

EPBC Referrals: Invitation to comment 

 Western Sydney, NSW – Construction of a 30,000 seat stadium on the site of 
an existing stadium in Parramatta – Submissions invited until Wednesday 17 
August 2016. 

 Mid-Western Region, NSW – Upgrade of existing transmission lines between 
Ilford and Bylong – Submissions invited until Tuesday 16 August 2016. 

 Bundaberg Region, QLD – Re-establishment of a cane railway between 
Cordalba and Booyal – Submissions invited until Monday 15 August 2016. 

Referrals under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) can be viewed on the Australian Environment Department’s website. To 
learn more, read our Fact Sheet on the EPBC Act. 

 

Plans of Management: Invitation to comment 

 No new National Park plans of management have been placed on exhibition 
since the last eBulletin. 

The full listing of plans of management for protected areas can be viewed on the 
Office of Environment and Heritage website. To learn more about the Plans of 
Management, see our Fact Sheet on Protected Areas. 

 

New Coal and Petroleum Exploration Licence Applications  

 No new coal or petroleum exploration licence applications have been listed 
since the last eBulletin. 

To view current coal and petroleum (including CSG) exploration licence applications 
and approvals, visit the Minerals and Petroleum website. The NSW Government 
Gazette also contains a list of all exploration and mining lease applications and 
determinations. Public comment can be made on coal and petroleum (including 
CSG) exploration licence applications on the Minerals and Petroleum website. To 
learn more, read the EDO NSW publication Mining Law in NSW: A guide for the 
community. 

 

Community News 

New this week 

Australian Legal Sector Sustainability Project launch 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=search&status_id=6&status_id=117&status_id=116&status_id=114
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/671fea24-3a59-e611-98e5-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1470276772618
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/881828c9-6c58-e611-91e3-005056ba00a8/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1470277035452
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/1a610b18-ab57-e611-98e5-005056ba00a7/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1470277485515
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/publicnoticesreferrals/
http://www.edo.org.au/factsheets
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/ParkManagementPlans.htm
http://www.edonsw.org.au/protected_areas_public_land_management
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/current-coal-and-petroleum-exploration-licence-applications
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/landholders-and-community/minerals-and-coal/public-comment
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
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The Australian Legal Sector Alliance will be holding a breakfast launch for its 
Sustainability Project. Justice Tim Moore of the NSW Land and Environment Court 
will lead proceedings on ‘Applying the Sustainability Lens to Civil Litigation’, with 
guest speakers Kathy Merrick, Partner at Henry Davis York, and Martijn Wilder AM. 

When: Tuesday 16 August, 7.30-9.30am 
Where: Justice and Police Museum, Albert Street, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Climate change: The great moral challenge was an election non-issue: What 
next?  

After the Paris climate conference in December, Australia has committed to targets 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions beyond 2020. Yet, climate change did not 
emerge as an election-deciding issue. In this free public forum hosted by Grattan 
Institute, John Connor and Tony Wood will discuss the prospects for addressing the 
great moral challenge of our time. 

When: Thursday, 11 August 2016, 6:00-7:15pm 
Where: Metcalfe Auditorium, State Library of New South Wales, Macquarie Street, 
Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Aurora Internship Program applications open 

The on-line application period for the summer 2016/17 round of Aurora internships 
runs form Monday 1 August to Friday 26 August.  

The Aurora Internship Program supports under-resourced host organisations by 
introducing law, anthropology and some other social science students and graduates 
to career opportunities in native title, land rights, policy development, social justice 
and the broader Indigenous sector.  

Read more » 

From last week 

Improvements made to national renewable energy map 

An enhanced user interface for the Australian Renewable Energy Mapping 
Infrastructure (AREMI) has been released. AREMI is designed to help project 
developers and researchers find out where renewable energy can add the most 
value in the National Electricity Market. 

Read more » 

 

Australian Environment Review: August 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/australian-legal-sector-alliance-project-launch-tickets-26817754626
http://grattan.edu.au/events/climate-change-the-great-moral-challenge-was-an-election-non-issue-what-next/
http://auroraproject.com.au/internship-program
http://arena.gov.au/media/national-renewable-energy-map-valuable-ever/
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The August edition of Australian Environment Review contains Standing up for 
standing, an article by Jess Feehely of EDO Tasmania base on the Mackay 
Conservation Group v Adani Mining case. Our own Emma Carmody also co-
authored an article on the future of water reform in Australia. 

Other articles in the edition include an exploration of what the Paris Agreement and 
the 2016 Federal Election mean for Australia’s climate policy, and a look at the legal 
and regulatory issues of microbeads as a subset of marine plastics pollution. 

Read more » 

 

Positions at Department of Planning and Environment 

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment is advertising for a number of 
key positions, including Senior Compliance Officer, four Directors of Planning 
Services, Team Leader, Strategic Policy. 

Read more » 

 

Land and Environment Court commissioners appointed 

The Chief Judge of the Land and Environment Court has announced the 
appointment of commissioners of the Court. 

Rosemary Martin has been appointed Senior Commissioner. Susan Dixon has been 
re-appointed as a Commissioner. Jenny Smithson, Danielle Dickson and Michael 
Chilcott have been appointed as Commissioners. 

Read more » 

 

Australian Water Survey 

The Australian Water Association, the national peak body that delivers information, 
expertise and collaboration for sustainable water management to Australia’s water 
professionals, has launched a national survey on Australia’s key water issues. 

Open to everyone, responses will be used to create report on industry and 
community perspectives, and will shape the Association’s education initiatives and 
policy advocacy campaigns. The survey runs until Friday 12 August. 

Take the survey » 

 

Police powers and protest laws update: impacts on environmental activism 

The NSW Young Lawyers Criminal Law and Environment & Planning Law 
Committees are holding a seminar on the impact of the new protest laws on 
environmental protesters.  

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://lexisweb.lexisnexis.com.au/JournalsBookView.aspx?bid=27
http://iworkfor.nsw.gov.au/jobs?agenciesid=156
http://www.lec.justice.nsw.gov.au/Pages/news/news.aspx
http://www.awa.asn.au/AWA_MBRR/Advocacy/Australian_Water_Survey/AWA_MBRR/Policy/Australian_Water_Survey.aspx?hkey=94e67fa6-8429-4beb-b09b-9b931c3b9d37
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Our own Kira Levin will give an overview of what the protest laws mean for 
environmental protesters, and will provide a checklist for lawyers. David Porter, 
Senior Solicitor, UNSW Policing Practice at Redfern Legal Centre, will provide an 
overview and analysis of the new laws. 

Cost: Members $120; Non-Members $156 

When: Tuesday 30 August 2016, 5-6:30pm 
Where: The Law Society of NSW, Level 3, 170 Phillip Street, Sydney 

CPD units: 1.5. 

Read more » 

 

Building the new economy: activism, enterprise and social change 

Early bird registrations are now open for the New Economy conference.  The 
conference will explore what types of future economic systems we want to build in 
Australia. The conference will include an interactive plenary session on Day 2, which 
will enable interested participants to co-design a Charter for a Coalition for a New 
Economy, and those Interested are invited to propose a creative range of 
participation, including: papers, mini-workshops, performances, games or other 
interventions. 

When: Tuesday 16 to Wednesday 17 August 2016 
Where: Glebe Town Hall, Sydney 

Read more » 

 

Support EDO NSW  

Your support is vital to ensuring that people have access to environmental justice.  

Your donation will help us continue fighting legal battles for communities who are 
committed to protecting our wildlife from extinction.  

Please make a donation today.  

 

Other ways you can help us defend the environment 

You can have an even greater impact by becoming a Friend of the EDO. Our regular 

donors are an invaluable source of funding and help us ensure we are ready to 

respond when the community needs our help. 

Visit our website for even more ways to support our work. 

 

Environmental Defender 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://eshop.lawsociety.com.au/index.php/catalog/product/view/id/3503
http://www.neweconomy.law.unsw.edu.au/
https://edonsw.nationbuilder.com/donate
https://edonsw.nationbuilder.com/donate
http://www.edonsw.org.au/become_a_friend_of_the_edo
http://www.edonsw.org.au/donate
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Read more about how your support can help protect the environment in the July 
2016 edition of our supporter newsletter, Environmental Defender. 

EDO NSW has been providing critical legal support to NSW communities for 30 
years. We are the only legal centre in NSW specialising in public interest 
environmental issues. 

 

 

 Subscribe to this weekly eBulletin 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/newsletter
http://www.edonsw.org.au/ebulletin_signup

