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EDO NSW EBULLETIN – 2 December 2016: Number 986 

The EDO NSW eBulletin is a free weekly bulletin that includes news, events, public 
notices and opportunities for public comment listed in our online resource Have Your 
Say.  
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EDO NSW News and Events 

Help protect endangered wildlife and bushland 

You will have heard that the NSW Government has passed legislation that changes 
the way we will manage biodiversity in NSW, and it’s not good news for the 
environment. 

But even though the biodiversity and local land services bills have been passed, 
many of the details on how to implement these laws have not yet been decided. This 
means we still have a lot of work to do.  

You can help us protect endangered wildlife, bushland and sustainable farming 
practices by making a tax deductible donation to our work today. 

As you take time off over the New Year, you might be visiting some beautiful places 
across our state – places that, with your help, we can protect through law.  

Donate to our Christmas appeal » 

 

The NSW land management and biodiversity reforms will: 

 

  

http://www.edonsw.org.au/ebulletin
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/donate
http://www.edonsw.org.au/donate


 

  www.edonsw.org.au 

 

 

Case update: Robert Williams v Cedar Point Quarry 

We received some sad news earlier this week when the Land and Environment 
Court found that works at the Cedar Point Quarry near Kyogle in northern NSW can 
proceed without an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit. 

Our client, Gidubul Elder Robert Williams, presented evidence that the quarry is 
located on part of a men’s ceremonial site, including burial grounds and areas where 
tools were made. However, the Court found that there was not enough evidence to 
prove the presence of Aboriginal objects at the quarry site. The Judge noted that if 
Aboriginal objects are uncovered at the site, the quarry is not permitted to harm 
them. 

Read more about the case » 

 

Helping Local Land Services and Council staff improve environmental 
outcomes 

Over the past four months we've run 13 environmental law professional development 
workshops for over 400 staff of Local Land Services (LLS) and Local Councils from 
Broken Hill to Ballina, Deniliquin to Bourke, and many places in between. 

The workshops explored the legal framework for managing and protecting the 
environment, and outlined laws that regulate biodiversity and native vegetation, 
planning and development, pollution, pests and weeds, and more. 

Even though the current workshop program has now finished, due to the 
overwhelming success of the workshops, we're happy to announce that we’re 
working toward offering such professional staff development opportunities upon 
request into the future. If you'd like to know more, or would like to request training for 
you and your colleagues in 2017, contact us on 02 9262 6989 or 
education@edonsw.org.au. 

Read more » 

 

Thank you North Coast Environment Council 

We're delighted to have received the Triumph Over Greed Award from the North 
Coast Environment Council at its 40th birthday celebration in the weekend. 

The photo below shows our CEO Sue Higginson accepting the award from Jim 
Morrison (President) and Susie Russell (Secretary). 

Thanks NCEC for all your hard work protecting the environment for 40 years. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/williams_v_cedar_point_quarry
mailto:education@edonsw.org.au
http://www.edonsw.org.au/helping_local_land_services_and_council_staff_improve_environmental_outcomes
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Case win: Community granted access to information on regulation of mine 
groundwater 

We’ve had a fantastic win in the NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal. Our client 
Quipolly Water Action Group has been granted access to documents held by the 
NSW Department of Industry on the regulation of groundwater at Whitehaven Coal’s 
Werris Creek coal mine, near the Liverpool Plains in north-west New South Wales. 

The local community will now be able to find out how well their groundwater is being 
protected. But this is a significant win for everyone in New South Wales – with the 
release of this information, we’ll gain invaluable insight into the ways that the 
Department regulates the impacts of coal mines across the State. 

Read more » 

 

Law of the Land: Rise of the Environmental Defenders 

Law of the Land: Rise of the Environmental Defenders, by 
Murray Hogarth, tells our 30 year story, from our formal 
launch of the office in 1985 to the recent attacks to our 
integrity and professionalism, the funding losses that 
followed, and the many successes along the way. 

It’s fantastic read and would make the perfect gift for the 
legal professional or environmentalist in your life! 

Read more » 

 

 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.edonsw.org.au/community_granted_access_to_information_on_groundwater_regulation_at_werris_creek_coal_mine
http://www.edonsw.org.au/lawofthelandpurchase
http://www.edonsw.org.au/lawofthelandpurchase
http://www.edonsw.org.au/lawofthelandpurchase
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Court and Compliance Watch 

Parramatta River developments fined over $127,000 

The NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has issued over $127,000 fines to 

developers along the Parramatta River.  

Over a month, the EPA inspected 204 sites, 50 per cent of which were found to be 

not managed adequately. The EPA found sites with no environmental controls in 

place at all, collapsed fencing, sediment bags showing wear-and-tear and leaking, 

and inadequate containment of sediment stockpiles. 

Read more » 

 

Freight company fined for inadequate procedures 

The NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has fined Hunter company 

Crawford Freightlines Pty Ltd $16,500, and issued two prevention notices and four 

official cautions for poor environmental practices at their Sandgate premises. 

Crawford had inadequate pollution control measures, creating the potential for the 

pollution to be blown by wind into nearby waterways. It was also found to have poor 

chemical and dangerous goods storage and inadequate spill response and water 

management procedures.  

Read more » 

 

Law Reform and Policy Watch 

Submission on the Environmental Impact Assessment Improvement Project 

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment invited EDO NSW to make 
preliminary comments on stage 1 of its Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Improvement Project and high-level discussion paper. 

Our comments build on previous submissions on the regulation of major project 
impacts. After commenting on the initial scope of the Project and eight proposed 
improvements, we recommend the Project address four issues in more detail: 
cumulative impacts; climate change; negative effects that ‘streamlining’ can have on 
public trust; and equitable appeal rights.  

We also seek further clarity from the Department on whether the Project will involve 
legislative reform, and how it intersects with proposed reforms to the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

Read our submission » 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/epamedia/EPAMediaRelease16112401.htm
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/epamedia/EPAMedia16112901.htm
http://www.edonsw.org.au/eia_improvement_project_environmental_impact_assessment_for_major_projects
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Report on the Review of the first five years of Australia’s Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy 

The Australian Government Department of the Environment and Energy has 
released a report on the review of the first five years of Australia’s Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy 2010-2030.  

The Strategy is Australia’s national framework for biodiversity conservation and acts 
as Australia’s principal instrument for implementing our international obligations 
under the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity. 

Key findings of the report include: 

 The Strategy did not engage, guide, or communicate its objectives to all 
audiences in a useful way. 

 The Strategy is too focused on preventing the loss of biodiversity in natural 
terrestrial environments and does not consider biodiversity contributions 
across all landscapes. 

 The Strategy has not effectively influenced biodiversity conservation activities. 

 Alignment of the Strategy with the Convention on Biological Diversity, and 
other related international obligations, could be enhanced. 

The report makes a number of recommendations in light of these findings. 

Read more » 

 

Environment Protection Group Regulatory Maturity Project Final Report and 
response released 

The Australian Government Department of the Environment and Energy has 
released a report that assesses the maturity, capability and capacity of the 
Environment Protection Group to fulfil its regulatory functions.  

The assessment is based on consultation with a range of stakeholders and an 
examination of best practice principles from national, state and international 
organisations and agencies. 

The Report provides recommendations to help the Department develop its capacities 
as a regulator. 

Read more » 

 

Guidance for Carbon Neutral Program calculations  

The Australian Government Department of the Environment and Energy has 
released a guide to calculating some common Scope 3 emission sources to help 
participants of the Carbon Neutral Program in developing their carbon inventory. 

Read more » 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/publications/australias-biodiversity-conservation-strategy-five-year-review
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/regulatory-maturity-project-final-report
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/publications/guidance-scope-3
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Meeting of Environment Ministers 

The Meeting of Environment Ministers (MEM) has released its statement from its 25 
November 2016 meeting. The Statement covers MEM priorities, National Review of 
Environmental Regulation, and the National Clean Air Agreement. 

Read more » 

 

Recent EDO NSW submissions and reports 

 EIA Improvement Project – Environmental impact assessment for major 
projects, EDO NSW submission 

 Inquiry into flying-fox management in the eastern states, EDOs of Australia 
submission 

 Inquiry into the impacts of climate change on marine fisheries and 
biodiversity, EDOs of Australia submission 

 Senate Inquiry into retirement of coal fired power plants, EDOs of Australia 
submission 

 Productivity Commission Marine Fisheries and Aquaculture Inquiry: Draft 
Report, EDOs of Australia submission 

 Reports of the independent Commonwealth Marine Reserves Review, EDOs 
of Australia submission 

 Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Amendment (Container Deposit 
Scheme) Bill 2016, EDO NSW submission 

 NSW Biodiversity reform package 2016, EDO NSW submission 

Read all of our law reform submissions and briefing papers on our website.  

 

New legislation introduced to Parliament 

Australian Parliament 

 Agriculture and Water Resources Legislation Amendment Bill 2016 

This Government Bill amends and repeals a range of Acts administered by the 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources. 

Read the Bill » 

 

NSW Parliament 

 The NSW Parliament has now finished sitting for 2016, and is in recess until 
14 February 2017. 

 

Local Environmental Plan tracking 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/about-us/mem
http://www.edonsw.org.au/eia_improvement_project_environmental_impact_assessment_for_major_projects
http://www.edonsw.org.au/eia_improvement_project_environmental_impact_assessment_for_major_projects
http://www.edonsw.org.au/inquiry_into_flying_fox_management_in_the_eastern_states
http://www.edonsw.org.au/inquiry_into_the_impacts_of_climate_change_on_marine_fisheries_and_biodiversity
http://www.edonsw.org.au/inquiry_into_the_impacts_of_climate_change_on_marine_fisheries_and_biodiversity
http://www.edonsw.org.au/senate_inquiry_into_retirement_of_coal_fired_power_plants
http://www.edonsw.org.au/edos_of_australia_submission_on_the_productivity_commission_marine_fisheries_and_aquaculture_inquiry_draft_report
http://www.edonsw.org.au/edos_of_australia_submission_on_the_productivity_commission_marine_fisheries_and_aquaculture_inquiry_draft_report
http://www.edonsw.org.au/anedo_submission_on_marine_reserves_review
http://www.edonsw.org.au/waste_avoidance_and_resource_recovery_amendment_container_deposit_scheme_bill_2016
http://www.edonsw.org.au/waste_avoidance_and_resource_recovery_amendment_container_deposit_scheme_bill_2016
http://www.edonsw.org.au/nsw_biodiversity_reform_package_2016
http://www.edonsw.org.au/law_reform
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_before_Parliament?drt=2&drv=7&drvH=7&pnu=44&pnuH=44&f=12%2f11%2f2013&to=04%2f04%2f2014&ps=10&ito=1&q=&bs=1&pbh=1&bhor=1&pmb=1&g=1&st=1&sr=1
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=r5784
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/bills/pages/current-bills.aspx
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 Wollondilly – Amendments to zoning, height and lot size, 80 Silverdale Rd, 
and amendment to minimum lot size, 1-22 Brown Road. 

To access the LEP tracking system, visit the Department of Planning and 
Environment website. Read more about LEPs in our Fact Sheets. Visit your local 
council’s website to see if there are any planning proposals or LEP changes open for 
public comment. 

 

Have Your Say Alerts – Opportunities to Comment 

This eBulletin provides alerts for opportunities to comment on changes to law and 
policy, and activities that may impact the environment in your area. For a 
comprehensive list of current opportunities to have your say on a range of 
environment and planning matters, visit our Have Your Say site. 

This online resource also helps the community to effectively engage with decision-
makers and request a workshop for your community. We are always trying to 
improve our community resources and are currently seeking feedback on the 
effectiveness of Have Your Say. You can help us out by checking out the site and 
completing a short three-question survey. 

 

Consultations  

 Carbon neutral buildings and precincts 

The Department of the Environment and Energy is calling for public submission on 
the new National Carbon Offset Standards for Buildings and Precincts. 

The voluntary Standards set rules for measuring, reducing, offsetting and reporting 
emissions required for and buildings and precincts to claim to be carbon neutral. 

Submissions are invited until Friday 10 February 2017. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 National Standard for Environmental Risk Management of Industrial 
Chemicals 

The Department of the Environment and Energy is seeking submissions on the 
design and development of the National Standard for the Environmental Risk 
Management of Industrial Chemicals.  

The Department is calling for comments on draft documents that that outline the 
design and operation of the Standard. 

Submissions are invited until Friday 3 March 2017. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/PublicDetails.aspx?Id=2747
http://leptracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/Default.aspx
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/public/my-local-council/find-my-council
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_how_can_i_have_my_say_1
http://www.edonsw.org.au/request_a_workshop
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_have_your_say
http://www.edonsw.org.au/hys_feedback
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/carbon-neutral/buildings-precincts
https://www.environment.gov.au/protection/chemicals-management/national-standard
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 Bayside West Precincts 

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment and Bayside Council are calling 
for public submissions on a Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy for the Bayside 
West Precincts. The precinct covers Banksia, Arncliffe and Cooks Cove in Sydney’s 
south. The strategy includes changes to land uses along a section of the Princes 
Highway. 

Submissions are invited until Tuesday 28 February 2017. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 NSW Energy Savings Scheme Rule 

The NSW Department of Industry Resources & Energy is calling for public 
submissions on proposed changes to the Energy Savings Scheme Rule. 

The Rule specifies how Energy Savings Certificates are created under the NSW 
Energy Savings Scheme, which creates financial incentives for households and 
businesses to save energy.  

Submissions are invited until Friday 23 December 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Draft Container Deposit Scheme Regulation 

The NSW Environment Protection Authority is seeking public comment on the draft 
Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery (Container Deposit Scheme) Regulation 
2016. 

The draft Regulation sets out the operational details for the day-to-day running of the 
NSW scheme, such as the types of containers that will be eligible, and how 
collection points will operate.  

Submissions are invited until Friday 23 December 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Lighting: Regulation Impact Statement consultation 

Equipment Energy Efficiency, a program of the Australian Government, states and 
territories and the New Zealand Government, is calling for public feedback on 
proposals to improve the energy efficiency of residential and commercial lighting in 
Australia and New Zealand.  

The proposals relate to two products not currently under mandatory energy efficiency 
requirements: light emitting diodes and non-integrated commercial luminaires.  

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-Areas-and-Precincts/Bayside-West-Precincts/Community-feedback
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-consumers/sustainable-energy/efficiency/scheme
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/waste/container-deposit-scheme-regulation.htm
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Public meetings about the proposals will be held in major cities in January and 
February 2017.  

Submissions are invited until Friday 24 February 2017. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Independent Review of the NSW Regulatory Policy Framework 

Following an Audit Office of NSW performance audit of ‘red tape reduction’ initiatives 
in NSW between 2011 and 2015, the NSW Department of Premier & Cabinet is 
calling for public submissions on a review of the NSW Regulatory Policy Framework. 

An independent panel will review the costs on businesses, consumers and the 
community in how government develops, assesses, reviews and reforms legislation 
and regulations. 

Submissions are invited until Thursday 15 December 2016. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Justice for everyday problems: Civil Justice in NSW 

The NSW Department of Justice is calling for submissions on a consultation paper 
outlining ideas for improving the handling and solving of common civil justice 
problems. Civil justice problems can include a dispute between neighbours about a 
fence or overhanging tree. 

Submissions are invited until Friday 24 February 2017. 

Read more and have your say » 

 

 Threatened Species and Endangered Ecological Community Listing 
Consultations 

o No new listings have been placed on exhibition since the last eBulletin. 

For a full listing of threatened species and endangered ecological community listings 
currently open for public comment, visit the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
website and the Australian Department of the Environment website. 

 

 Fisheries assessments 
o No new assessments have been placed on exhibition since the last 

eBulletin. 

For a full listing of fisheries assessments currently open for public comment, visit the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries website and the Australian Department of the 
Environment website. 

 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://energyrating.gov.au/consultation/consultation-ris-lighting
http://www.dpc.nsw.gov.au/announcements/nsw_regulatory_policy_review
http://www.justice.nsw.gov.au/civil-justice-consultation
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/commercial/eahttp:/www.environment.nsw.gov.au/committee/PreliminaryDeterminationsByDate.htm
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/fisheries/open-for-public-commenthttps:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations/comment
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Legislative reviews 

 No new legislative reviews have been announced since the last eBulletin. 

 

Major Project proposals: Invitation to comment 

 Thredbo – Alterations and additions to Golden eagle apartments, Banjo Drive 
– Submissions invited until Thursday 15 December 2016. 

 Sydney – Alterations to entrances and foyers at Sydney Opera House – 
Submissions invited until Tuesday 31 January 2017. 

 Sydney – Diversion and augmentation of stormwater infrastructure, 
Barangaroo – Submissions invited until Thursday 15 December 2016. 

 Sydney – New restaurant and micro-brewery, Overseas Passenger Terminal 
– Submissions invited until Tuesday 31 January 2017. 

 Tarago – Construction and associated infrastructure for Jupiter Wind Farm – 
Submissions invited until Thursday 15 December 2016. 

 Kensington – Modifications to the Biological Sciences Project University of 
New South Wales – Submissions invited until Thursday 15 December 2016. 

 Perisher Valley – External and internal alterations, Telemark Ski Club, 
Perisher – Submissions invited until Tuesday 13 December 2016. 

 Blackmans Flat – Proposed modification to Springvale Western Coal Services 
Project – Submissions invited until Tuesday 13 December 2016. 

 Sydney – Demolition and hotel development, Goldfields House, Fairfax House 
and The Rugby Club – Submissions invited until Tuesday 31 January 2017. 

 Sydney – Modification to building envelope for Goldfields House, Fairfax 
House and The Rugby Club – Submissions invited until Saturday 10 
December 2016. 

 Dyke Point – Use of an existing building as a storage facility – Submissions 
invited until Thursday 8 December 2016. 

For a full listing of major project proposals currently open for public comment, visit 
the Department of Planning and Environment’s website. To learn more about the 
planning process for major projects, read our Fact Sheet on State Significant 
Development and State Significant Infrastructure. 

 

EPBC Referrals: Invitation to comment 

 Gove, NT – Development of a bauxite mine approximately 30 km south 
Nhulunbuy – Submissions invited until Monday 12 December 2016. 

 Sydney, NSW – Renewal and enhancement of sections of the Sydney Opera 
House – Submissions invited until Friday 9 December 2016. 

 Springlands, QLD – Construction and operation of solar power photovoltaic  
electricity, Strathmore Road – Submissions invited until Friday 9 December 
2016. 

 Jacana, VIC – Rectification of Wetlands to improve safety conditions for 
accessing and maintenance – Submissions invited until Friday 9 December 
2016. 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8117
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7945
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8079
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7683
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=6277
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8083
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8106
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8098
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8110
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8111
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8112
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8062
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=search&status_id=6&status_id=117&status_id=116&status_id=114
http://www.edonsw.org.au/planning_development_heritage
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_portal/modal-form-template-path/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?id=a7caa2a6-04b5-e611-b33d-005056ba00a7&entityformid=bd49f92c-14e8-431d-bd40-e6fdc206cddb&languagecode=1033
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_portal/modal-form-template-path/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?id=689566c9-a4b2-e611-b33d-005056ba00a7&entityformid=bd49f92c-14e8-431d-bd40-e6fdc206cddb&languagecode=1033
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_portal/modal-form-template-path/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?id=8755ff4d-a0b2-e611-a2f2-005056ba00a8&entityformid=bd49f92c-14e8-431d-bd40-e6fdc206cddb&languagecode=1033
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_portal/modal-form-template-path/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?id=64ee893c-ccb2-e611-b33d-005056ba00a7&entityformid=bd49f92c-14e8-431d-bd40-e6fdc206cddb&languagecode=1033
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 Warkworth, NSW – Extension of underground coal mining operations, Wambo 
Coal Mine – Submissions invited until Thursday 8 December 2016. 

Referrals under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) can be viewed on the Australian Environment Department’s website. To 
learn more, read our Fact Sheet on the EPBC Act. 

 

Plans of Management: Invitation to comment 

 No new National Park plans of management have been placed on exhibition 
since the last eBulletin. 

The full listing of plans of management for protected areas can be viewed on the 
Office of Environment and Heritage website. To learn more about the Plans of 
Management, see our Fact Sheet on Protected Areas. 

 

New Coal and Petroleum Exploration Licence Applications  

 No new coal or petroleum exploration licence applications have been listed 
since the last eBulletin. 

To view current coal and petroleum (including CSG) exploration licence applications 
and approvals, visit the Minerals and Petroleum website. The NSW Government 
Gazette also contains a list of all exploration and mining lease applications and 
determinations. Public comment can be made on coal and petroleum (including 
CSG) exploration licence applications on the Minerals and Petroleum website. To 
learn more, read the EDO NSW publication Mining Law in NSW: A guide for the 
community. 

 

Community News 

New this week 

EPLA 2016 Law Vacation Drinks 

The Environment & Planning Law Association’s 2016 Law Vacation Drinks follow 
directly after the Association’s Annual General Meeting. Costs are $77 for members, 
$88 for non-members, and $55 for government staff and students. RSVPs are 
required by Friday 9 December 2016. 

When: Wednesday 14 December 2016, 6pm – 8.30pm 
Where: The Mint, 10 Macquarie Street, Sydney 

Register » 

 

2017 Wentworth Group Science Program 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_portal/modal-form-template-path/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?id=8d60cdf1-f9b1-e611-a2f2-005056ba00a8&entityformid=bd49f92c-14e8-431d-bd40-e6fdc206cddb&languagecode=1033
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/publicnoticesreferrals/
http://www.edo.org.au/factsheets
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/ParkManagementPlans.htm
http://www.edonsw.org.au/protected_areas_public_land_management
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/current-coal-and-petroleum-exploration-licence-applications
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/landholders-and-community/minerals-and-coal/public-comment
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
http://www.edonsw.org.au/legal_guides
http://epla.org.au/news/media/events/EPLA%20XMAS%202016%20FLYER.pdf
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The Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists is offering scholarships to Australian 
postgraduate students to assist them in bridging the gap between science and public 
policy. 

The scholarships are open to students studying science, economics, geography, 
philosophy, law and/or engineering (especially those majoring in environmental 
science/studies/management/law or ecology). 

The scholarship will cover participation at a Wentworth Group Master Class in March 
2017.  

Applications close on Monday 9 January 2017. 

Read more » 

 

Wild Law: The Theory and Practice of Earth Jurisprudence 

This Summer course run by the Griffith Law School introduces students to selected 
ecological, social, ethical and legal issues that must be addressed by industrial 
societies if we are to respond to life threatening climate change and ecological 
destruction. 

The course will consider the implications of Earth Jurisprudence for Australian 
domestic law, including: property law, the doctrine of standing, constitutional law and 
'traditional' environmental and planning law. It will also introduce students to 
alternative legal frameworks being proposed and implemented by Earth law 
advocates, including the Rights of Nature, Ecocide, Earth democracy and rights-
based approaches to local environmental law making. 

When: Monday 5 to Friday 9 December 2016 
Venue: Griffith Law School, Nathan Campus, Griffith University, Brisbane 

Read more » 

 

Senior roles at environment and planning agencies 

A number of key senior positions are currently being advertised at NSW environment 
and planning agencies: 

 Department of Planning and Environment: Senior Planning Officer - Priority 
Projects; and Environmental Manager Central & North Coasts - Newcastle & 
Hunter Valley 

 Office of Environment and Heritage: Senior Project Officer, Threatened 
Species (SoS); Senior Coordination And Planning Officer; and Senior Project 
Officer.  

More NSW environment positions » 

From last week 

Lawyers Weekly Corporate Counsel Awards 2017 – nominations close today 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
http://wentworthgroup.org/programs/science-program/
http://www.earthlawcenter.org/events/2016/12/wild-law-the-theory-practice-of-earth-jurisprudence
http://iworkfor.nsw.gov.au/job/senior-planning-officer-priority-projects-53508
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http://iworkfor.nsw.gov.au/job/senior-project-officer-threatened-species-sos-53750
http://iworkfor.nsw.gov.au/job/senior-coordination-and-planning-officer-53669
http://iworkfor.nsw.gov.au/job/senior-project-officer-54732
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Lawyers Weekly has initiated a Corporate Counsel Awards to recognise individual 
and group achievements of in-house lawyers and legal teams across all industries in 
Australia. 

Oil, Gas and Environment is among a number of industries included in the awards. 
Nominations are open for lawyers and legal teams employed by an organisation that 
has conducted oil, gas and environment work for at least two full financial years, 
including environment organisations that preserve land rights and ensure climate 
and endangered species responsibilities are upheld. 

Nominations need to be made by Friday 2 December 2016. 

Read more » 

 

NSW Container Deposit Scheme: expressions of interest for key appointments 

The NSW Government is calling for expressions of interest for a Container Deposit 
Scheme Coordinator and Network Operators. 

The Scheme Coordinator will be responsible for the financial management and 
community education for the scheme. Network Operators will be responsible for 
establishing and managing networks of collection points in specific zones across 
NSW. 

Appointments will be made through a two stage competitive selection process. 
Applications to prequalify are open from Thursday 17 November until 5pm Monday 5 
December 2016. 

The NSW Environment Protection Authority is also calling for registrations of interest 
for collection point operator.  

Read more » 

 

Australian Environment Review October 2016 

This month’s edition of the Australian Environment Review  (volume 31, no 8) 
contains papers on restorative justice for environmental crime, the inquiry into the 
Register of Environmental Organisations, the effectiveness of the Marine Parks Act 
2007, and the implications of Queensland’s vegetation clearing laws for climate 
change, the Great Barrier Reef and Australian environmental policy. 

Read more » 

 

Masters in Conservation Leadership 

Applications are open for the Cambridge Masters in Conservation Leadership. The 
University of Cambridge full-time, eleven month course is aimed at graduates from 
around the world with at least three to five years of relevant experience in 
biodiversity conservation. The course focuses on issues of management and 

http://www.edonsw.org.au/
https://e-award.com.au/2017/corporatecounsel/newentry/about.php
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/waste/cds-scheme-coordinator.htm
http://lexisweb.lexisnexis.com.au/JournalsBookView.aspx?bid=27
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leadership, aiming to develop conservationists with enhanced awareness of the 
complex drivers of biodiversity loss, and the ability to act and lead effectively. A 
range of scholarships are available. 

Applications must be in by Wednesday 7 December 2016. 

Read more » 

 

Support EDO NSW  

Help protect our precious biodiversity 

The NSW Government has passed legislation that changes the way we will manage 
biodiversity in NSW, and it’s not good news for the environment. 

even though the biodiversity and local land services bills have been passed, many of 
the details on how to implement these laws have not yet been decided. We still have 
a lot of work to do, and we need your help. 

Your donation will help us continue working to ensure that our laws will protect our 
biodiversity for generations to come.  

Please make a donation today.  

 

Other ways you can help us defend the environment 

You can have an even greater impact by becoming a Friend of the EDO. Our regular 

donors are an invaluable source of funding and help us ensure we are ready to 

respond when the community needs our help. 

Visit our website for even more ways to support our work. 

 

Environmental Defender 

Read more about how your support can help protect the environment in the July 
2016 edition of our supporter newsletter, Environmental Defender. 

EDO NSW has been providing critical legal support to NSW communities for 30 
years. We are the only legal centre in NSW specialising in public interest 
environmental issues. 
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