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Great Barrier Reef  
Long-Term Sustainability Plan
The Australian and Queensland governments are working together to develop a 
Long-Term Sustainability Plan for the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area to 
guide the protection and management of this iconic World Heritage Area to 2050. 

The Great Barrier Reef is one 
of Australia’s most significant 
environmental assets, and has been 
recognised as one of the best managed 
marine areas in the world. It is a 
multiple-use area, supporting a wide 
range of activities including tourism, 
fishing, recreation, traditional uses, 
research, defence, shipping and ports. 
It is recognised internationally for its 
outstanding universal value as a world 
heritage property.

The World Heritage Committee has 
requested that Australia:

“...undertake a comprehensive 
strategic assessment of the entire 
property, identifying planned and 
potential future development that 
could impact the Outstanding 
Universal Value to enable a long-term 
plan for sustainable development that 
will protect the Outstanding Universal 
Value of the property.” (WHC 
Decision 35 COM 7B.10 2011).
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The Plan will inform future development by drawing 
together the marine and coastal components of the 
comprehensive strategic assessment, providing an 
over-arching framework to guide the protection and 
management of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage 
Area from 2015 to 2050. It will target the identified areas 
of action from the strategic assessments and seek to address 
gaps important for future management of the Area. 

Building upon a 
strong foundation
The Long-Term Sustainability Plan will build on the 
successful Reef Water Quality Protection Plan 2013 (Reef 
Plan), which is an agreement between the two governments 
and a schedule to the Great Barrier Reef Intergovernmental 
Agreement 2009 (GBR IGA 2009).

It will also build upon a strong foundation of management 
already in place, with a large majority of the World Heritage 
Area and adjacent coastal zone in protected areas. Both 
governments have also agreed to work cooperatively to 
remove duplication in assessment and approvals processes, 
while maintaining environmental outcomes. The Plan will 
identify ways in which both governments and other non 
government partners can continue to work collaboratively to 
further strengthen management of the World Heritage Area. 
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Scope
The draft strategic assessment reports identify the need 
for better integrated and strategic management of the 
Great Barrier Reef with clear and measurable outcomes 
and targets. 

The Plan will build on a strong foundation by 
incorporating the following four elements: 

1. A Vision for the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage 
Area that reflects the diversity of use and interest in 
the property, protects the outstanding universal value, 
sustains its integrity and integrates the three pillars of 
sustainability (environmental, social and economic).

2. An Outcomes framework that includes desired 
outcomes and targets for protection of the property’s 
outstanding universal value. 

3. Adaptive management actions to deliver outcomes 
and targets (primarily drawn from the two strategic 
assessments and with a focus on critical areas of 
new work).

4. Integrated monitoring and reporting programmes to 
measure the success of the Plan.

The Plan will draw together a number of existing and 
proposed initiatives for protection and management of the 
Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area. This includes the 
Reef Water Quality Protection Plan and Reef 2050 Plan, 
the Australian Government’s strategic long-term approach 
to addressing key threats to the Reef. Reef 2050 Plan will 
include the establishment of a Reef Trust, managing nutrient 
run-off and crown-of-thorns starfish, and implementing a 
Dugong and Turtle Protection Plan.

The Great Barrier Reef Ministerial Forum will oversee 
implementation of the Plan. The Forum, made up of 
relevant Australian and Queensland government ministers, 
provides a mechanism for governments to prioritise 
protection, facilitate adaptive management and guide 
decision-making both in the world heritage area and in the 
adjacent coastal zone. 

If you would like to provide comment to inform 
development of the Plan please follow the directions for 
providing input via the strategic assessment public comment 
process and refer to the draft Queensland Government 
and Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority strategic 
assessment reports. Further consultation on the Plan will 
occur in 2014.
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Further information 
•	 The strategic assessment public comment process:  

http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/notices/assessments/great-barrier-reef.html

•	 The outstanding universal value of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area:  
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/places/world/great-barrier-reef/understanding-values-factsheet.html

•	 The World Heritage Committee decisions:  
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/places/world/great-barrier-reef/information.html

•	 The Great Barrier Reef Intergovernmental Agreement: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/gbr/agreement.html
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