
the HALL of MEN
remembering the heroes of old
In Christianity the Pint, the Pipe & the Cross 
can all fit together.    - G. K. Chesterton

Feast of the Prophet Obadiah 
Anno Domini 2014, November 19 

Dear Friend of The Hall of Men, 

The Hall of Men is a cornerstone for Eighth Day Institute. After birthing the concept at Clemson University (you 
can read the story online at eighthdayinstitute.com), George Elder set the course for us with the inaugural lecture in 
2008 on St. Boniface, the Apostle to Germany (d. 754 A.D.). Over six years later and after celebrating the lives of 
119 heroes, the Hall continues to thrive, consistently drawing a diverse mix of men to our gatherings. As you 
know from experience, the lectures are thought-provoking and inspiring. The fellowship and conversation are en-
riching and encouraging. The meals – with pints and pipes, of course! – make the evening a feast. With Catholic, 
Orthodox, and Protestant men gathered together singing a Protestant hymn, reciting the Nicene Creed, reading 
the Bible and the Fathers, praying the Lord’s Prayer, and celebrating the lives of  heroes as diverse as St. Luke the 
Beloved Physician, St. Maximus the Confessor, Thomas Merton, and Richard Foster (just a few examples from 
2014), the unity in diversity experienced at the Hall is truly an incredibly unique experience.  

Celebrating the lives of heroes, especially the saints, stands at the heart of the Hall of Men. This practice is a tra-
dition the  Church has been doing for thousands of years. And I believe it is a key to cultural renewal. My prayer 
is that our habit of celebrating the lives of saints will rub off on you, that you will begin passing on the stories 
you learn at the Hall to your friends and family and children. As I put it in our most recent issue of Microsynaxis, 
“Instead of ceremoniously celebrating the lives of our cultural celebrities – that is in fact what we regularly do at 
concerts, films, and sporting events! – let us commemorate and venerate that great cloud of witnesses described 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews in the chapter on faith.”  

In order for Eighth Day Institute to continue operating the Hall of Men at The Ladder, we need your financial 
support. As some of you may recall, we came to a crossroads in January of 2011. We had to decide if we wanted 
to keep the Hall of Men at The Ladder, or move it elsewhere. Cognizant of the operating costs, we chose to stay 
put. Thus far 8 Eighth Day Members from the Hall of Men and one extremely generous anonymous donor have 
kept us afloat. I am grateful for their generosity. 

Will you please join the 8 Eighth Day members to make sure the Hall of Men can continue celebrating the lives 
of heroes at The Ladder for the long haul? Please take a moment right now to fill out the enclosed pledge card 
and mail it in today. Your support means so much to me and our future at Eighth Day Institute! 

In Christ, 

Erin Doom, Executive Director 
P.S. Become an Eighth Day Member at the “Friend” level or above and, along with Microsynaxis and other perks, receive a 50% 
discount at our Eighth Day Symposium on Jan 15-17: “Whatever Happened to Wonder? The Recovery of Mystery in a Secular Age.”

2836 e. douglas  |  wichita, ks  67214  |  erin@eighthdayinstitute.com  |  316.573.8413  |  www.eighthdayinstitute.com

renewing  culture  through  fa i th  &  learning  

Let us seek, let us search, let us examine, let us inquire.   - St John Damascene 


