LASVC’s Sidewalk
Vending Regulations

The Los Angeles Street Vendor Campaign (LASVC) is
the initiative to legalize vending on Los Angeles' city
sidewalks and in city parks. The design of these
sidewalk regulations is a result of dozens of meetings
with 100’s of community members, business leaders,
LASVC coaltion supporters, and street vendors over the
last few years. This policy was designed by street
vendors, for street vendors.

WE PROPOSE:
TYPE
The City of Los Angeles should
create a permit system that
honors the types of vending
that takes place in the City.

MODE
Food

1

Stationary

Healthy Food

2

Roaming

LOCATION
Sidewalk
or

City Park

Merchandise

A permitting process should be simple and easy to understand, while obtaining
necessary information to help street vendors contribute to the economy:
Applicant must
show proof of a
County Healthy
permit (if
applicable),
business tax
registration and
liability insurance.

A permit
application should
not inquire into
immigration
status.

City may charge
reasonable permit
fees, with annual
renewal.

There should be
no permit cap to
avoid the creation
of a permit “black
market.”

VENDING RESTRICTIONS WILL INCLUDE:

Permitted vendors may vend
on sidewalks within the City
of Los Angeles, subject to
commonsense restrictions.
*Americans with Disabilities Act

No vending where
placement
impedes the ﬂow
of pedestrian
trafﬁc.

No vending in front
of buildings,
houses, etc. that
causes a violation of
ADA guidelines.

No vending within
500 feet of schools,
except healthy
foods carts.

PROGRAM FLEXIBILITY: SPECIAL VENDING AREAS.
Establish a limited process to reﬁne certain vending rules (e.g. location, hours of operation, permit cap) for a
speciﬁc area, in order to address unique local circumstances. Special Vending Areas should not result in the
complete exclusion of vendors, should be limited in size, subject to Council approval, and incorporate vendors
in the process of creating such a vending area.

INCENTIVES CAN INCLUDE:
We should incentivize
vendors that sell
healthy food.

Reduced or waived permit and renewal fees.
Technical assistance.
Priority at City-sponsored events with vending opportunities.
Exclusive Healthy Food Vending Areas (closer to schools, hospitals, City
Hall, designated healthy food corners).

Comprehensive technical assistance is important. City agencies should
work with community leaders and organizations to support street vendors
going through the process of obtaining a permit and growing their business.

Clear and reasonable operating rules should be put in place. Food vendors
must comply with the California Food Retail Code equipment certiﬁcation
requirements, and vendors should provide a trash receptacle to keep
streets clean.

Maximizing compliance with new vending regulations is essential. An
inclusive permit program with robust outreach and technical assistance is
the best compliance strategy. In addition, escalating penalties for
non-compliance may be imposed, beginning with a warning and graduating
to citations with higher ﬁnes and/or permit revocation for subsequent
violations. However, penalties must not include misdemeanors.

The LA Street Vendor Campaign's driving force are the vendors themselves. To support their
efforts, more than 65 organizations from cross-sectors in Los Angeles and 400
brick-and-mortar businesses have formed a coalition to advocate for a policy that supports
these low-income entrepreneurs.

