
This is the Governor Colorado Truly Needs 

Recently my husband Bob and I ventured up to Keystone, South Dakota to visit Mt. Rushmore 
and partake in the Annual Governor’s Buffalo Round Up in Custer State Park.  Never having 
visited South Dakota, I thought it would be worthwhile to visit a sister Western state during a 
most beautiful time of year.   

Unbeknownst to us, South Dakota’s Governor Kristi Noem would also be visiting Mt. Rushmore 
at the very moment we entered the National Monument.  As gracious as any official could be, 
she stood with the many visitors for photo opportunities with Mt. Rushmore as a remarkable, 
stunning backdrop.  We counted ourselves among the lucky few who were honored and blessed 
to have photos taken with this western Rockstar!  We thanked her for hosting President Donald 
Trump at the unforgettable 2020 July 4th Celebration at Mt. Rushmore, (actually held on July 
3rd), told her we were visiting from Colorado and she mentioned that quite a few people from 
Colorado have been moving into South Dakota.  She never showed anything but sheer delight at 
greeting tourists and took precious moments making sure each shot included the immortal, steely 
presidents behind us. 

 

Governor Kristi Noem is the first female governor of South Dakota and served 12 years at the 
state then federal level as the lone US Congresswoman representing South Dakota in 2010 before 
announcing her candidacy for Governor in February 2018 at the local Kones Korner Gunshop 
near her hometown and ranch.  She was quoted as saying, “We’ve got a pretty phenomenal state. 
We have low taxes, great communities, families that love each other and the Lord.”   She is an 
avid hunter and bow hunts elk when she’s able.  She is unabashedly pro-life and on her 27th day 
in office on Jan.31st, 2019, she signed the Constitutional Conceal Carry into law.  She stands for 
Biblical values and has the courage of her convictions.  Well-loved in her state, she remains very 
popular.   

 

Learning that Governor Noem would be riding her sorrel steed “Iceman” in the Governor’s 
Buffalo Round-Up in Custer State Park the next day, we were doubly excited to attend, even 
though a 4 am wake-up was a necessity to even have hopes of being close-up to the more than 
1,300 head of buffalo.  Approximately 20,000 spectators were on hand to watch as Governor 
Noem started the Round-up with a ceremonial, flag-waving ride on her horse right in front of us 
on her way to the waiting buffalo herd.  She looked magnificent and proud.  People were waving 
back, cheering, clapping and shouts of “We love you!” could be heard as she passed. After the 
round up was completed, Governor Noem said the following in a TV interview:  “For us it’s not 
just about promoting the state, nor is it about the genetics of this herd and how well-respected 
they are and known around the world, but it’s about a family event and I would encourage 
everybody, if you missed it this year to come next year because it is something you’ll always 
remember.”  The buffalo herd’s health will be tested, they will be branded and checked for 
pregnancy.  Some will be auctioned off to start other herds.  The genetics of this Custer State 
buffalo herd goes back over 100 years. 

 

 



At historic Mt. Rushmore upon leaving, Governor Noem’s departing words to us were “Keep 
praying for America!” and we responded that we do each and every day.  We were completely 
awestruck by this memorable moment and will always have the utmost respect and admiration 
for Governor Kristi Noem.  Happy trails Governor.  We are extremely proud of you. 
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