
Arcadia Unified School District 
Board of Education Meeting Minutes -  UNADOPTED  

April 23, 2019 7:00 PM 
Arcadia Education Center District Boardroom 
150 South Third Avenue, Arcadia, CA 91006 

 
Closed Session - 5:30 p.m. - Superintendent's Conference Room 

Regular Meeting - 7:00 p.m. – Boardroom 
 

I. OPENING BUSINESS 
I.a. CALL TO ORDER: The Board President called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m.  
I.b. ROLL CALL: Board Member Mrs. Phillipi was excused, all others were present along with 
Dr. Vannasdall, Dr. Hryciw and Mr. Anderson  
I.c. AUDIENCE COMMENTS:  There were no comments  
 
II. CLOSED SESSION 
II.a. The Board of Education will meet in Closed Session as provided for in California 
Government Code Section 54954 to consider public employee evaluation, Superintendent. 
II.b. The Board of Education will meet in Closed Session as provided for in California 
Government Code Section 54957 to consider public employee discipline/dismissal/release. 
II.c. The Board of Education will meet in Closed Session as provided in California Government 
Code Section 54957 to consider Student Expulsion Case No. 2018-2019-1 
 
III. RECONVENE TO SPECIAL MEETING AND REPORT OUT 
The Board President reconvened the meeting and reported out that there were no actions taken 
in closed session.  
 
IV. ADJOURN 
The Board President adjourned the closed session meeting at 7:00 p.m.  
 
V. OPENING BUSINESS 
V.a. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. by the Board President 
V.b. ROLL CALL: Board Member Mrs. Phillipi was excused, all others were present  
V.c. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Arcadia High Assistant Principal Mr. Tung 
V.d. INSPIRATION: Mr. Eng  
V.e. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion : To approve the agenda as presented.  
By : Mrs. Kinsler 
Second : Mrs. Chavez 
Vote :  4/0 
V.f. REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION: None  
V.g. AUDIENCE COMMENTS: None  
V.h. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
Student Representative, Sara Wang, and representatives from ASB, provided an update on 
current actives at Arcadia High School. 
 
VI. ACTION ITEMS 
 
VI.a. STIPULATED EXPULSION CONTRACT FOR STUDENT EXPULSION 
CASE 2018-2019-1 
 



Introduction:    
Stipulated Expulsion Case number 2018-2019-1 was heard in closed session  
 
Motion:  To expel the pupil in case number 2018-2019-1 pursuant to stipulated expulsion 
agreement for the period of April 23, 2019, through December 20, 2019, and to suspend 
enforcement of the expulsion provided that the pupil meets all terms of the rehabilitation plan.  
 
By :  Mrs. Kinsler  
Second : Mr. Eng 
Vote :  4/0 
 
VI.b. ARCADIA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT/ARCADIA TEACHERS ASSOCIATION (ATA) 
PUBLIC HEARING AND APPROVAL OF TENTATIVE AGREEMENT 2018-2019 AND AB1200 
 
Introduction:   
Dr. Hryciw shared this is the third and final tentative agreement being brought forward to the 
board for approval.   
 
Public Hearing:  The public hearing was opened by Board President, Mr. Nguyen, and closed 
with no remarks. 
 
Motion:   To approve the Arcadia Unified School District and Arcadia Teachers Association 
(ATA) tentative agreement for 2018-2019 and the AB1200 as presented.   
.  
By :     Mrs. Chavez 
Second :    Mr. Eng 
Vote : 4/0 
 
VI.c. RESOLUTION NO. 1381: DISCONTINUANCE OF CERTAIN POSITIONS IN THE 
CLASSIFIED STAFF 
 
Introduction:  
Dr. Hryciw stated as the District works on restructuring the Maintenance and Operation 
Services, some positions have been changed from one classification to another classification 
and in this transition, one classification will no longer be needed.  He shared that there is one 
employee affected by this discontinuance.     
 
Motion:   To approve Resolution No. 1381: Discontinuance of Certain Positions in the Classified 
Staff, as presented.  
 
By :    Mrs. Kinsler  
Second : Mrs. Chavez 
Vote : 4/0 
 
VI.d. RESOLUTION NO. 1382: NATIONAL SCHOOL NURSE DAY 
 
Introduction:  
Dr. Hryciw stated this resolution is similar to the Day of the Teacher and the Classified Employee 
Week, and that he plans to use this day to celebrate not only our Nurses but our health 
assistants as well .  
   



Motion:   To approve Resolution No. 1282: National School Nurse Day, as presented.  
 
By:    Mrs. Kinsler 
Second :  Mrs. Chavez 
Vote:   4/0 
 
VI.e. RESOLUTION NO. 1383: APPROVAL OF ABSENCE VERIFICATION METHODS FOR 
STUDENT ABSENCES DUE TO ILLNESS OR QUARANTINE 
 
Introduction:    
Dr. Wilson shared this resolution is tied to Board Policy 5113, which requires a Board approved 
resolution. 
 
Motion:  To approve Resolution No. 1383: Approval of Absence Verification Methods for Student 
Absences Due to illness or Quarantine.  
 
By :     Mr. Eng 
Second : Mrs. Kinsler 
Vote :  4/0 
 
VI.f. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:  None 
 
VII. INFORMATION ITEMS 
VII.a. REPORT ON ARCADIA HIGH SCHOOL AND HUGO REID ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
BOARD LEARNING WALKS 
 
Arcadia High School Learning Walk Held April 12, 2019 
Dr. Wilson shared the focus for this visit was Student Voice and Choice.  He shared his 
reflections on the visit and thanked the school staff and students for a great visit.  
 
Mrs. Chavez shared her experiences stating that having a student guide helped provide an 
insight into the day of a student.  She also noted having a teacher in her group also provided a 
unique insight. She enjoyed being in three different levels of the same grade of English Classes, 
Collaborative, Regular and AP. 
 
Mr. Eng stated it was a great visit and almost overwhelming at some times.  He stated we are 
doing so many things, and it blows him away.  He visited a Harry Potter themed room and it was 
a great way to have kids connect to a subject.  The PTA president attended and felt amazed by 
what she was able to see.  Having the student panel at the end was a great way to end the 
walk.  He thanked staff and students for the visit.  
 
Mr. Nguyen shared his experience were like those reported.  He was impressed with classroom 
management and it was great to see students come in ready to get to learning.   He shared he 
enjoyed seeing three classes doing the same assignment yet each student presented the 
information in different ways, which is such a good example of student voice and choice.  
 
Mrs. Kinsler stated she only came in for the Panel Discussion, and it was awesome to be there 
for that portion, and she thanked the staff and students for a great event.  
 
Dr. Vannasdall stated he appreciated having a student guide and having those conversations 
with the students as you walked from one place to another.  The panel at the end was powerful 



and meaningful. The culture at the high school has grown in its ability to be vulnerable and to 
trust in each other.  He appreciates the teachers, administrators and students for sharing their 
journey with each other and providing everyone with some unique perspectives.  
  
Hugo Reid Elementary Learning Walk Held April 19, 2019 
Dr. Vannasdall shared the focus of the Hugo Reid Learning Walk was on full day counselors at 
the elementary school and the Leader in Me program implementation.  The day started with an 
assembly, where the 7 habits were being celebrated.  It was a great start to the day.  
 
Mr. Eng stated starting with the Leader in Me assembly was the best part of the day.  He 
enjoyed having the students come up and greet him throughout the walk.  He enjoyed having 
the students share their goals and their leader in me binders.  He stated it was a great visit and 
thanked the staff and students. 
 
Mrs. Chavez stated everywhere you look on campus, you see Leader in Me, it is on the walls in 
the classrooms and on signs all over the campus.  It was great to see all the student leadership 
roles at all the different grade levels.  The more times students are given an opportunity to 
shine, it is a great thing. She liked the acronym WIG – Wildly Important Goals – and loved to 
see the students graph their goals and progress.  It was a great walk, and she thanked the 
students and staff.  
 
Dr. Vannasdall said it is clear the full day counseling program has been beneficial to the site and 
by having them there the full day, they can engage with the students and that is valuable. He 
thanked the students and staff for the day.  
 
VII.b. BUDGET GUIDELINES AND ASSUMPTIONS 2019-2020 
Mr. Esseln shared there will be various budget reports between now and the end of the fiscal 
year.  He turned the presentation over to Mr. Vong, Director of Fiscal Services.  Mr. Vong shared 
that based on the Governor’s Proposed Budget, the LCAP, and other information available, the 
Arcadia Unified School District has developed assumptions to be used for the District’s 
2019-2020 Budget.  All the assumptions are based on information as of the date of the meeting 
and are subject to change.  The Budget Guidelines and Assumptions are just the beginning of 
the budget process.  
 
Mrs. Chavez stated that CTE annual application is where we match the funds 2-1, she wanted 
to know what would happen if we didn’t get the awarded grants.  Mr. Esseln stated we would still 
have to fund the program for 3 additional years, so for us it is an ongoing budgeting, and we 
have a bit of reserve for the multi-year projections in support if needed.  
 
VIII. CONSENT ITEMS 
 
Motion:  A motion was made to take consent agenda items VIII.a - VII.h. together and approve 
as presented.  
 
By : Mrs. Kinsler     
Second :    Mrs. Chavez 
Vote:   4/0 
 
VIII.a. PURCHASE ORDER REPORT NO. 19 
VIII.b. BUDGET TRANSFERS AND ADJUSTMENTS 2018-2019 NO. 13 



VIII.c. FUNDRAISING AND ORGANIZATION EVENT CONSULTANT SERVICE AGREEMENT 
REPORT NO. 16 
VIII.d. WARRANT REPORT NO. 10 
VIII.e. FIELD TRIP APPROVAL REPORT NO. 10 
VIII.f. BOARD POLICY 5113: ABSENCES AND EXCUSES (REVISION/SECOND READING) 
VIII.g. BOARD POLICY 5113.1: CHRONIC ABSENCE AND TRUANCY (NEW POLICY / 
SECOND READING) 
VIII.h. BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES, APRIL 9, 2019 
 
IX. STUDY SESSION 
IX.a. ARCADIA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT PROGRAMS – STUDENT INTERVENTION 
 
A PowerPoint presentation titled Results Accelerator 60-Day Progress Report, April 2019 was 
shared with the board and staff.  Members of Arcadia High Administration talked about the 42 
students that are in the focus group and highlighted what results have taken place in the last 30 
days and 60 days.  They stated they are working on plans for continuing this focus group next 
year and what would be needed to have this become part of the school culture.  
 
The board members thanked the group for their presentation and for the work they are doing 
with these students.  
 
X. COMMENTS OF BOARD MEMBERS, SUPERINTENDENT AND STAFF 
 
Board Member Fenton Eng 
Shared he had attended some great events the last few weeks, to include the Public School 
Luncheon where we are fortunate to be able to recognize so many National Merit Scholars, 
along with our own outstanding employees.  
Spring Preview was an amazing event highlighting the many choices the students have to be 
involved.  
Attended the 2 nd  Annual Art Show during the Spring Preview and was impressed and stated it is 
an inspiration for the incoming 9 th  grade students to see.  
 
Board Member Leigh Chavez  
Thanked the staff for the School Board Learning Walks at Hugo Reid and Arcadia High.  
Shared she attended the Public School Luncheon, the Spring preview and the Art Show and all 
were great events.  
She attended the Rancho Open House and was impressed with the student choice happening 
in the classrooms, and she felt the event was well attended.  
The Orchesis Show was mind-blowing with the interactive part this year.  
 
Student Representative Sara Wang  
Stated she worked the Public School Luncheon and the Spring Preview and felt both events 
were successful.  
She shared that she believes the students at Arcadia High appreciate the level of education they 
are receiving.  
She concluded by letting the Board know that on Friday the results for the ASB Officer positions 
will be announced for next year.  
 
Board Member Kay Kinsler  
Shared that she had not attended events the last couple weeks as she took some time off for 
recovery, but it is great to hear about all the activities.  



 
Board Member Cung Nguyen  
Thanked Mrs. Chavez for presenting the Invocation at the Public Schools luncheon, as he had 
to leave early to return to work. He believes it is a great event as we celebrate our students and 
employees on recent accomplishments in front of the community.  
He thanked Dr. Forsee and his staff for the presentation.  
 
Superintendent Dr. Vannasdall  
Thanked Dr. Wilson and staff for planning the recent Board Learning Walks. 
He congratulated April Verlato on being appointed Mayor of Arcadia and shared she made a 
statement that two of her goals are 1) To keep a focus on the what we have in common in 
Arcadia and 2) To help support the school district as they play an important role in the city.  
He shared that the 5 th  grade families will be receiving information on applying for 6 th  grade Lab 
School openings and that there is a parent meeting scheduled.  
 
XI. RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION (NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC): None 
XII. RECONVENE TO REGULAR MEETING AND REPORT OUT:  None 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned by the Board President at 8:43 p.m. to the next regularly scheduled 
meeting of May 14, 2019.  
 
 
 

________________________________ 
Dr. David Vannasdall, Superintendent 

Secretary to the Board  
 
 

Adopted By Board Action on: _______________ 
 

______________________________________ 
Board Clerk   

 
 
 


