
 

Embark Sustainability Society 

Strategic Plan 2017-20  
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
I’m a member?!? 

Yes, if you are an enrolled SFU student - part or full-time - then you are a member! 
For a small semesterly levy ($3.50 for full-time students, $1.75 for part-time 
students), you contribute to meaningful collective action that advances sustainability 
and empowers students at SFU and beyond. 

 
What’s Embark? 

Embark is an independent, student-led not-for-profit based out of Simon Fraser 
University that engages students to advance sustainability on and off campus. We 
currently represent 35,000+ undergraduate and graduate students’ sustainability 
interests at the university level.  

 
What programs do you offer? 

We offer on-going programming for all of our priority areas (highlight a few):  
● Food Systems Change: Food Rescue, Learning Garden, Community Kitchen, 

Monday Veggie Challenge 
● Climate Action: Carbon neutrality advocacy and campaigns, TankTalks 
● Social Sustainability: Career Night, Social Innovation Seed Fund, Sustainability 

Peer Program 
 
Where are your programs mostly based out of? Do you have any 
programs or events in Vancouver or Surrey? 

Most of our programming currently is based out of the SFU Burnaby campus. 
However, with our new strategic plan and organizational expansion, we plan on 
being able to provide existing and new programming throughout all three SFU 
Campuses (Burnaby, Vancouver and Surrey).  
 
We are introducing new programming over the next year such as Community 
Cohorts, learning communities for students to explore sustainability at SFU and 
beyond, for the Climate Action and Food Systems Change streams. We are also 



 

currently working on offering indoor vertical gardens and Food Rescue at the Surrey 
campus and hosting more events at the Vancouver campus for the Spring semester. 

 
What’s a Theory of Change? 

A Theory of Change is how we envision moving from our mission (the day-to-day 
work) to our vision (the horizon that we see in the distance but know is possible). 
Our strategic plan is time-bound (three years). Our Theory of Change more broadly 
hypothesizes how SFU students will become sustainability leaders through our 
specific approach (our grant, advocacy and student-designed programming). Have a 
look at our Theory of Change visual to illustrate how we plan to serve Embark’s 
membership  

 
How can I get involved - and in each priority area? 

Besides from participating in our programming and attending our events, there are 
always reoccuring volunteer and paid opportunities at Embark. Sign up to our 
newsletter and follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter for updates. 

 
What are some of the outcomes that you are striving for at 
Embark? 

Our overarching intentional outcomes include: 
● Carbon neutrality at SFU 
● A sustainable local food system that’s scalable 
● Strong, inclusive student communities that honor and pursue reconciliation; 

embrace diversity, and support striving for sustainability in their personal 
and professional lives  

● A future where all students actively cultivate sustainable communities both 
on and off campus. 

 
What does my semesterly student levy go towards? 

The semesterly student levy goes towards funding all of Embark’s programming and 
staffing. This also includes the $10,000 Social Innovation Seed Fund, a partnership 
between Embark and RADIUS SFU. 

 
Why should I care about sustainability? 

That is a question that only you can answer! At Embark, we want to be able to 
empower students to reach their desired goals in sustainability - whatever that 
might be! Need more convincing? Get involved with Embark’s programs to learn 
more about sustainability and discover reasons why you should care about it. 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/embarksustainability/pages/12/attachments/original/1507314003/Embark_TheoryofChange_Visual_DigitalCopy.png?1507314003
http://www.embarksustainability.org/
https://www.instagram.com/embarksustainability/
https://www.facebook.com/EmbarkSustainability/
https://twitter.com/EmbarkSustain


 

 
Who should I talk to to learn more? 

Embark, of course! Drop by any of our programs and events to learn more about 
the organization and the new strategic plan. Also feel free to direct your questions 
digitally to info@embarksustainability.org. 

mailto:info@embarksustainability.org

