
Visit www.nuclearpowersmd.com and follow @nuclearpowersmd on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook and YouTube  
for updates and more information about how nuclear will help Maryland reach its clean energy goals.

Maryland stands at a crossroads in  

the transition to clean energy.

We need ambitious action to quickly and cost-effectively meet the goals of the  
Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA) and avoid dangerous near-term impacts of climate change.

The Maryland Commission on Climate Change has determined 
that the state must adopt bold emissions reduction goals to 
align with the scientific findings of the world’s most prominent 
climate science authority, the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC).

Maryland is in a race against the clock to meet its climate and  
clean energy goals. The state has less than two decades to meet 
the CEJA’s goal of 100% clean power by 2040. Currently, just 49% 
of Maryland’s electricity generation comes from clean energy 
sources (38% from nuclear and 11% from renewables).

Nuclear energy is Maryland’s most important  

tool for reaching a clean energy future. 

Nuclear power enables companies, cities and communities to reduce emissions, maintain  
reliability and prevent harmful pollutants from being emitted into the air we breathe.

Nuclear energy already accounts for 38% of Maryland’s electricity generation and 82% of its carbon-free energy. Last year alone, Calvert  
Cliffs generated 14.99 million megawatts of electricity (MWE) – the average annual equivalent of preventing 2.25 million cars worth of  
carbon dioxide from entering earth’s atmosphere. In the coming years, Maryland-based X-energy’s modular advanced reactor will begin  
deployment using what the Department of Energy has called, “the most robust fuel on Earth” – potentially bringing even more clean power to  
achieving Maryland’s energy goals.

Clean Power Workhorse:

Nuclear energy is the largest and most reliable source of pollution-free energy in the state. It operates 24/7, balancing variable  
output from solar and wind power.

Reliability: 



To provide the amount of carbon-free electricity produced by Calvert Cliffs,  
Maryland would have to build a solar farm three times the size of Annapolis  
or install windmills over an area three times the size of Baltimore. 

Public Health: 

Nuclear power does not release harmful pollutants or carbon  
emissions into the air we breathe. America’s air quality crisis is responsible  
for around 100,000 premature deaths each year (more than traffic  
accidents and homicides combined) and costs the U.S. $1 trillion per 
year. In fact, the American Lung Association in their 2021 State of the Air 
report listed two Maryland regions on the list of the 25 “most polluted 
cities” by Ozone: Washington-Baltimore-Arlington (#22) and Philadelphia-
Reading-Camden and surrounding areas (#21).

E�ciency:

Nuclear energy is a vital part of the  

Maryland economy.  

Maryland’s nuclear industry supports nearly 1,200 in-state full time jobs. 
  
Maryland’s nuclear industry provides nearly $15M in state tax revenues annually.  
 
Nuclear power saves consumers an average of 6% on their electricity bills and contributes 
approximately $60 billion to the country’s GDP annually.

Marylanders are ready for a clean energy future.  
According to new research from Nuclear Powers Maryland:

Nearly everyone (91%) says it’s important for state officials to enact policies that reduce 
carbon emissions. In 2021, they want the state to prioritize addressing air pollution, 
protecting clean and renewable energy sources and conserving the Chesapeake Bay.  
 
The research shows that reducing carbon emissions is no longer a partisan issue. A strong 
majority (74%) of Republican voters are expecting state policies that remove carbon 
emissions from the air. 
 
Despite the overwhelming desire to reduce carbon emissions, awareness of the state’s 
largest source of carbon-free energy is relatively low; only 54% of Maryland opinion 
leaders indicate they are familiar with the Calvert Cliffs nuclear power plant, something 
that Nuclear Powers Maryland will seek to change.   
 
The study surveyed 600 media-attentive and engaged voters statewide. 

Visit www.nuclearpowersmd.com and follow @nuclearpowersmd on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook and YouTube  
for updates and more information about how nuclear will help Maryland reach its clean energy goals.
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