
 

 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Tuesday, January 12, 2016 
 

ENGLANDER CALLS FOR SWEEPING REFORMS FOR OIL & GAS INDUSTRY  
 

LOS ANGELES— Today Councilmember Mitchell Englander submitted a resolution calling for 
the City of Los Angeles to sponsor sweeping regulatory reforms for the oil and gas industry. The 
resolution call for regulatory reform legislation that will: 
 

 Increase the public disclosure requirements for oil and gas storage facilities including but 
not limited to the number of wells; the current status of emergency valves; age of the 
wells and related infrastructure and make publicly available the inspection history for 
each well 

 Establish a moratorium for new gas wells and gas storage wells until all existing wells are 
brought up to current standards 

 Require immediate disclosure of leaks to the local community and government 
representatives 

 Require new/best available technologies to be incorporated for monitoring and preventing 
future leaks 

 Require yearly updates of safety and prevention plans and emergency plans to be filed 
with the appropriate regulatory agencies for review 

 Require equipment necessary to enact the emergency plan to be located on site so that 
there is no lag time between an incident and the remediation necessary 

 Create a permanent moratorium on remediation costs being passed onto ratepayers or 
taxpayers 

 Create a mechanism for calculating the environmental damage so that the true cost of 
remediating additional GHG emissions will be borne by the polluter and not the 
ratepayer/taxpayer 
 

“The Aliso Canyon gas leak is proving to be one of the most devastating environmental 
disasters in the history of California,” said Councilmember Mitchell Englander. “It is 
obvious that the status quo was not and is not sufficient to protect public health and 
ensure the safety of our communities.” 
 
On October 23, 2015 SoCal Gas crews discovered a leak at one of its natural gas wells located in 
its Aliso Canyon storage field in the Los Angeles County Unincorporated Area adjacent to the 
Porter Ranch Community.  L.A. City and County Fire and Hazmat Departments, the L.A. County 
Department of Health, the California Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources, and the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District have been onsite regularly. 
 
The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (LADPH) was notified on October 28, 2015. 
Odors related to the gas leak have been affecting residents in the Porter Ranch area. According to 
LADPH, a community meeting hosted by SoCal Gas focused on exposure to methane gas and 
mercaptans, which are odorants added to natural gas. LADPH advised that methane gas itself 
poses little direct health threat upon inhalation in an outdoor space. Mercaptans, however, do pose 
a health threat to the community, including short-term neurological, gastrointestinal, and respiratory 



symptoms that may result from inhalation. Community complaints of nosebleeds, headaches, 
nausea and other symptoms persist.  

The City Attorney has filed suit against SoCal Gas and recently, the County of Los Angeles joined 
that effort. In addition, the City went to court to guarantee an expedited relocation process, provide 
accommodations for those with special needs and to provide for pet boarding costs.  

So Cal Gas’ most recent estimate is that it may take 2-3 more months before the actual leak is 
found and repaired. In the meantime, more than 4,674 households have requested relocation with 
2,855 households placed and 1,819 households in process. Additionally, Porter Ranch Community 
School and Castlebay Elementary have been relocated by LAUSD. 

Last week, Governor Jerry Brown issued a Proclamation of a State of Emergency for the Aliso 
Canyon Gas Leak.  
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