
 

 
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Wednesday, February 15, 2017 
 

ENGLANDER SUPPORTS EXPANSION OF DEFINITION  

OF “VIOLENT FELONIES” UNDER CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE 

 

LOS ANGELES— Today Councilmember Mitchell Englander will submit a series of resolutions 
aimed at supporting three pieces of state legislation (SB75, AB27, AB197), which if passed 
would expand the definition of “violent felonies” under the California Penal Code.  
 
Currently, California’s definition of violent felony does not include many violent sexual crimes 
involving children or the elderly, human trafficking involving a minor, solicitation of murder, and 
many other crimes.  Existing law imposes an additional one-year term for a felony and a three-
year term for a violent felony for each prior separate prison term for a violent felony.  
 
Proposition 57, approved by the voters in November 2016, will overhaul criminal sentencing for 
individuals convicted of a felony not classified as violent, and allow many individuals convicted 
of a felony to leave prison on parole before their sentences are complete.  However, Prop 57 did 
not define “non-violent felony,” and many crimes that are of a violent nature are not specifically 
defined as violent.  
 
“This is yet another unintended consequence of Prop 57," said Councilmember Mitchell 
Englander. “Rape of an unconscious person is inherently violent, it is unconscionable 
that it is classified as non-violent and eligible for early release under Prop 57. We cannot 
wait for another spike in crime to correct this wrong—we need to act now.”   
 
Englander will submit resolutions to support the following three pieces of state legislation:  

 SB 75 (Bates), which would expand the number of crimes classified as “violent 
felonies” to include vehicular manslaughter, human trafficking involving a minor, 
assault with a deadly weapon, solicitation of murder, rape under various specified 
circumstances and grand theft of a firearm, among other crimes. 
 

 AB 27 (Melendez), which would expand the definition of “violent crime” to include 
rape, sodomy, penetration with a foreign object, or oral copulation, if the victim was 
unconscious, incapable of giving legal consent because of a mental disorder or 
developmental disability, if the victim submitted to the act under the belief that the 
person committing the act was someone known to the victim other than the accused, 
or if the act was accomplished against the victim’s will by threatening to use the 
authority of a public official. 
 

 AB 197 (Kiley), which would expand the definition of violent felony to include child 
abduction, providing a child under 16 years of age for purposes of a lewd act, 
abduction of a minor for purposes of prostitution, child abuse, sodomy with a minor, 
oral copulation of a minor, contact with a minor to commit specified offenses, 



arranging a meeting with a minor for lewd purposes, employing a minor to produce 
sexual matter, elder and dependent adult abuse, false imprisonment of an elder or 
dependent adult, and animal abuse, as specified.  
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