
E-News for the Week
June 28, 2013

Phyllis Winger Retires as Chief 
Planning & Land Use Deputy from 
CD 12…

This week, our beloved Phyllis Winger, Chief Planning and Land Use 
Deputy for Council District 12 retired after 25 years of service to three 
consecutive Councilmembers representing the 12th Council District.

Phyllis has been a passionate advocate for maintaining our unique 
community, with its vast open spaces, beautiful rocky vistas and 
equestrian lifestyle. She worked to ensure a jobs-housing balance to 
reduce the traffic and development impacts common to other parts of 
the City. Business and manufacturing thrive in our district due to her 
efforts to preserve the M zones in our Chatsworth manufacturing 
corridor.
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A resident of the San Fernando Valley, Phyllis has fought to preserve 
the character and quality of life in CD 12, including successfully fighting 
the largest development in the history of Los Angeles, Las Lomas.

Phyllis’ early community involvement included her participation in the 
Valley’s anti-busing movement, where she met Hal Bernson. After being 
elected to the City Council in 1979, Councilman Hal Bernson appointed 
Phyllis to various Citizens Advisory Committees, one of which dealt with 
land use matters in the district. Her work on this committee was so 
instrumental that Councilman Bernson asked her to work for him and 
assist his planning deputy with a project. After the planning deputy left to 
pursue other goals, Phyllis became his point person on all planning and 
land use matters.

Councilman Bernson, who served as Chair of the City’s influential 
Planning and Land Use Management (PLUM) Committee for most of his 
tenure on the City Council, relied heavily on her to provide valuable land 
use advice.She has subsequently continued this vitally important role on 
her counsel to Councilman Greig Smith from 2003 to 2011, and my own 
staff from 2011 to present.

Phyllis handled more land use 
issues than any other City Council 
staff. Her leadership has been 
instrumental in numerous projects 
including but not limited to the 
expansion of the Porter Ranch 
Community, Community Care 
Facilities Ordinance, Medical 
Marijuana, Van Nuys Airport, and 
Sierra Canyon.

She has overseen hundreds more 
land use issues in the Twelfth 
District during her tenure, and her 
stewardship has resulted in many 

notable developments in the district, ranging from houses of worship, 
schools, equestrian facilities, business both large and small, commercial 
centers and establishments, and residential projects— all of which have 
benefited tens of thousands of residents and contributed to the fabric of 
our community.

Over the years, she has become the most knowledgeable aide in the 
City on planning issues. At her Council tribute many Councilmembers 
lauded her experience, generosity and grace in their praise of her City 
service.

In addition to her duties overseeing planning and land use issues, 
Phyllis has also overseen the Airport’s Master Plans, community 
redevelopment, housing, the Southern California Association of 
Governments and the Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO), 
was a member the Valley Council of Governments.She is also involved 
in various boards and organizations, serving as a Board Member of the 
North Valley YMCA and “The Executives,” a support organization deeply 
committed to the comfort and welfare of the aging community, for the 
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Jewish Home for the Aging where she has been involved for more than 
15 years. An active community volunteer in the San Fernando Valley for 
more than 40 years, Phyllis is a highly regarded community leader, 
extensively involved in the education of children within their community.

- Mitchell Englander, Councilmember, Twelfth District

“Excellence in Public Service”
Leadership Development Program…

This week, our young leaders 
visited New Horizons and Ride On, 
two great nonprofit organizations, 
providing support and services to 

the disabled community.

At New Horizons, the students 
learned about how this mission-
driven organization helps 
developmentally disabled 
individuals develop life-skills and 
other employable skills for their clients. Through New Horizon’s Day 
Training Activity Center, clients learn functional living skills and are 
provided with opportunities to explore creative self expression and 

participate in the community.

The students also learned about New Horizon’s social entrepreneurial 
approach where through their 20,000 square-foot industrial workshop, 
clients develop marketable work skills while earning a paycheck 
performing product assembly and packaging.

At Ride On, the students learned 
about the importance of 
establishing a diverse funding 
source to ensure healthy financial 
growth for an organization. In 
addition to partnering with the City 
of Los Angeles, Ride On has a 
wide-range of funding sources 
including fee-for-service, special 
events, grants and donations.

Students also learned about the 
planning and land use and the process of preserving equestrian “K”

zones in Chatsworth.

- Mitchell Englander, Councilmember, Twelfth District

COMMUNITY NEWS

You can help keep cats and dogs 
in City Animal Shelters warm and 
comfortable by supporting the 
efforts of Operation Blankets of 
Love. The San Fernando Valley
based non-profit organization 
gathers donated blankets, towels 
and pet beds and distributes 
them to animal shelters.

Donation items can be dropped 
off at Pet People, located at 
18040 Chatsworth St. in Granada 
Hills.

You can also donate money to 
support Operation Blankets of 
Love by clicking here or calling 
Brad Smulson at (818) 402-6584.

New SAFE Center Now Open in 

Granada Hills

You can drop off electronic 
devices, paint, pool and garden 
chemicals, motor oil, batteries, 
fluorescent lightbulbs and other 
Household Hazardous Waste at 
the new SAFE Center located on 
Balboa Blvd. 1/2 block south of 
Devonshire St. in Granada Hills.

SAFE Center
Open Saturdays & Sundays, 9 
am - 3 pm

Just drive in and open your trunk 
and the staff at the SAFE Center 
will remove your Household 
Hazardous Waste for you. To see 
a list of items that are accepted, 
and other information click here

311 Online

In addition to calling 311 to report 
problems or request services, 

Page 3 of 9View Newsletter

11/20/2013http://www.simplesend.com/simple/viewnewsletter.asp?SID={B9A3E300-2709-40BC-A...



Larry Diamond Retires from New 
Horizons after 39 Years…
Larry Diamond is retiring from the New 
Horizons Foundation’s Board of Directors 
after 39 years, making him the Board’s 
longest serving member. New Horizons is a 
nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
empower individuals with developmental 
disabilities to fulfill their dreams.
Mr. Diamond began his tenure with New 
Horizons on July 1, 1974 as Board 
Treasurer until 2007, only to take a short 
break from 1993 to 1995 to serve as 
President. His contributions to the agency 
have been numerous. With his guidance 
and leadership New Horizons transitioned 
from providing children’s educational 
services to providing job training and 
residential services for adults with special needs. Recently he along with 
his fellow board members made changes to the agency’s Articles of 
Incorporation, By Laws and legal name. 

Larry Diamond’s daughter, Sheryl Diamond, first brought him to New 
Horizons. As a devoted father of a special needs child, he remained 
resolute in finding ways to embellish her life, while giving back to the 
special needs community at large. To date, Sheryl works in the 
Workshop of which Mr. Diamond oversaw the construction.

New Horizons honored Mr. Diamond at its June 26th Board Meeting, 
which marked the last day of his term, however he will continue to work 
with the agency on its Finance Committee and with other special 

projects.

For more information on New Horizons visit www.newhorizons-sfv.org.

CD12 Photo Contest...
As part of our “Year of Healthy Living,”
Councilmember Englander is hosting 
a District 12 Photo Contest. We are 
seeking submissions of photographs 
depicting examples of healthy living. 
District 12 boasts the most public 
parks in Los Angeles, providing 
photographers a wide variety of 
opportunities to capture examples of a 
healthy lifestyle. However, healthy 
living means more than just eating 
vegetables and exercising. It also 
means taking care of our community, 
our environment, our mental health 
and more. There is a lot of room for 
creativity in the “Year of Healthy 
Living” Photo Contest.

you can use 311 online.

Visit
311 Website

and find the appropriate service.

Volunteers Needed for the 

Crisis Response Team

The seven-week training CRT 
training program runs from March 
4 through April 17 on Monday 
and Wednesday evenings at the 
LAPD headquarters in downtown. 
Volunteers with bilingual 
capability in Spanish and Korean 

are particularly needed.

CRT consists of trained 
community volunteers who 
respond at the request of the L.A. 
Police andFire Departments 
where there are victims of violent 
crimes, accidents, and other 
traumatic incidents. CRT 
volunteers provide immediate on
scene crisis intervention, offer 
comfort to victims, act as liaisons 
between victims and emergency 
personnel, and give referrals to 
victims and their families to social 

services.

To apply online, click here. For 

more information, email Jeffrey 

Zimerman at LACRT@lacity.org

Check Out LocateLA, a 
Powerful Business Research 

Tool

LocateLA is a powerful new tool 
created by the City to offer a free 
database of commercial 

properties in L.A. It includes an 

interactive map, with business 
finder, property finder, incentive 
finder, business start up 
organizer, and much more. It is 
meant to help new businesses 

Ongoing
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After an initial screening process, photos will be posted on our contest 
Facebook page. Finalists will be determined by how many “likes” your 
photo gets on the Facebook page and five winners will be chosen by 
Councilmember Englander. The finalists and winners will have their 
work proudly displayed at Councilmember Englander’s Community 

Service Center in Chatsworth.

Click here to visit our CD12 Photo Contest Facebook page or check out 

our Picasa page by following this link.

For more information please contact Semee Park at (818) 882-1212 or 

email at semee.park@lacity.org.

The Chatsworth/Porter Ranch 
Chamber of Commerce’s Business 
Academy…
The Chatsworth/Porter Ranch 
Chamber of Commerce is launching 
a Business Academy. The Business 
Academy is a practical, educational 
program designed to strengthen the 
business acumen and skill set of 

small business owners.

Course Work Dates:
Friday, June 28
9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Tuition Fees:
$350.00 for Chamber Members

$550.00 for Non Chamber Members

The course work module covers the following topics: Marketing and 
Sales, Social Media, Customer Engagement, Strategic Partnerships, 
Business Modeling and Communications Styles. The second module 
consists of break out groups in which each member is given an 
opportunity to be the sole focus of the group for one meeting. The 
designated business owner will present their business model and 
challenges for group discussion and feedback.

For more information call (818) 341-2428 or visit
www.chatsworthchamber.com.

West End Art Walk Returns to 
Chatsworth...

UPCOMING EVENTS

start up and help existing 
businesses move to the City of 
Los Angeles. It is also useful for 
anyone wanting to learn about 
our community. In addition to 
photos and details about the 
property, it lists demographic, 
labor force, comparable rents and 

more.

Click here to see this great new 

tool.

Free Mulch for

Your Garden

You can get free mulch for your 
garden from the City's Mulch 
Giveaway Program! The free 
mulch is made from recycled yard 
trimmings and other "green 

waste" from the green bins.

Recycling green waste is an 
important way to reduce the 
amount of organic material that 
goes into landfills. When plant 
materials go into landfills, they 
emit large amounts of the 
greenhouse gas methane, which 
contributes to climate change. 
The City turns that green waste 
into mulch which is available to 
L.A. residents for free.

Free Mulch Locations in the 

San Fernando Valley

16600 Roscoe Pl., North Hills 
(near Van Nuys Airport)
Mulch delivered to this location 
Wednesdays & Fridays. Open 
daily 7:00 am to 6:00 pm.

15800 Victory Blvd., Van Nuys 
(near D.C. Tillman Plant). 
Entrance: turn south on 
Densmore Ave. from Victory, 
follow curve.
Mulch delivered to this location 
every Monday.
Open Monday - Friday, 7:00 am 

to 3:30 pm.
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Shops at West End Chatsworth in 
collaboration with the Chatsworth Fine 
Arts Council present the 2nd Annual 
West End Art Walk. The art walk will 
feature a showcase of galleries, 
artists, restaurants, shops and small 
businesses located in the Historic 

West End of Chatsworth.

Friday, June 28,
Friday, July 26
Friday, August 30
5:30 pm - 9:00 pm

21800 Devonshire Street
Chatsworth

The West End Art Walk is dedicated to enhancing the economic 
development and revitalization of the community for businesses, visitors, 

and residents. Come and you could win tickets to the Hollywood Bowl!

For more information please contact (818) 341-8888 or info@we-
shops.com.

LAPD Devonshire PALS Golf 
Invitational…
On Monday, July 8, the LAPD 
Devonshire PALS will celebrate 
their 34th Grand Golf Invitational at 
Porter Valley Country Club. This 
sell-out event will feature “hole-in-
one” prizes to inspire all the golfers' 
talents, along with “closest to the 
pin challenge” to win more prizes.

Porter Valley Country Club
19216 Singing Hills Drive
Northridge

During the evening dinner, non-golfers will join in as well to participate in 
the opportunity drawing and live auction, with tons of great items.

All proceeds from the PALS Golf Tournament go directly to our youth 
programs. We hope you can join us to support the children in our 
community.

For sponsorship, golfer, and dinner information, click here or contact 

Sally Barnes, Golf Committee Chair, at golf@devonshire-pals.org.

For more info click here.

Neighborhood Public Safety, 
Crime, and Emergency 

Information Updates from 

LAPD on NIXLE

Free updates on emergencies, 
public safety, crime prevention 
and more, directly from the LAPD 
to your cell phone or email inbox.

Residents can sign up to receive 
updates directed toward one or 
more specific neighborhoods. To 
sign up or learn more,visit 
www.NIXLE.com.

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS 
IN CD12

Chatsworth
Granada Hills North
Granada Hills South
Northridge East
Northridge West
Northridge South
Porter Ranch
North Hills West

Reseda
West Hills

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Canoga Park/West Hills
Chatsworth/Porter Ranch

Granada Hills
North Valley Regional

Greater San Fernando Valley
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Northridge Library Used Book Sale…
The Friends of the Northridge Library 
are holding a Used Book Sale. Many 
boxes of used books have been added 
to the book sale collection. The sale 
will be held in the Meeting Room at the 

Northridge Branch Library,

Saturday, July 13
10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Northridge Branch Library
9051 Darby Avenue

Northridge

For more information call (818) 886-3640.

Movies Under the Stars...
Councilmember Englander 
is proud to present Movies 
Under the Stars. The 
summer movie series kicks 
off on July 20 with 
“Monsters, Inc.” at the 
Porter Ranch Community 
School. Admission is free 
and popcorn and face 
painting will also be 
available at no charge.

Saturday, July 20
7:00 pm

Porter Ranch Community School
12450 Mason Avenue
Porter Ranch

Join Councilmember Englander for a 
great night of family fun!

For more information call (818) 882-

1212.
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Reports From Our Staff:

Our Community Liaison, Colin Crews, 
wants to remind you to make this 
Independence Day fun and SAFE for 
your pets! Some people love big 
gatherings and loud noises - but that 

can be frightening for our pets.

Here are some Pet Safety Tips for 

Independence Day:

• PLAN AHEAD
Make sure your pet is licensed and 
microchipped and that the microchip 
registration has your current address. 
In addition, make sure your dog is 
wearing a license tag. These two simple steps help us reunite families if 

a pet does get lost.

Click here for more information about getting your dog's license, visit 
Los Angeles Animal Srevices on the web.

June is Microchip Month. In celebration you can get a microchip for only 

$10 during June. Click here to find venders at a location near you.

You can also contact any of our L.A. Animal Services Shelters and 
schedule an appointment to have their companion animal microchipped. 
The cost for the public is $25.00 per animal. Most veterinary clinics also 
offer microchipping.

• KEEP PETS INDOORS
Keep your pets inside. If you are having guests over, keep pets in a 
room that is off-limits to guests with plenty of water and food.

• CREATE A CALMING ENVIRONMENT
Surround pets with their favorite toys and other familiar objects. Play 
soothing music and keep the room as quiet as possible by closing 
doors, windows, and blinds.

• KEEP AWAY FROM FIREWORKS
Even if your pet does not seem obviously upset by fireworks, they can 
still cause harm to pets. Avoid potential burns, injuries, or possible 
ingestion by keeping all pets out of the vicinity of fireworks.

• ADOPT and Help Us Save MORE Animals
The fourth of July is a time shelter when staff knows that we will have a 
sudden influx of lost and frightened animals. Our shelters are already 
over-crowded. If you are considering adopting, please visit our shelters 
and adopt NOW or consider fostering a great dog or cat! They are 

STAFF REPORTS
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counting on us. We are all they have.

For more information please visit http://LAAnimalServices.com or call
(888) 452-7381.

This message was sent to  by:

Councilmember Mitchell Englander
9207 Oakdale Ave
Chatsworth, CA 91311
(818) 882-1212
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