
E-News for the Week
June 21, 2013

Re:code L.A.: Revising the City’s 
Outdated Zoning Code….

As a member of the Planning Land Use and Management Committee, I 
am happy to announce the Los Angeles City Planning Department is 
embarking on one of the City’s largest planning initiatives to date: 
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“re:code LA,” a comprehensive revision of the City’s outdated zoning 
code. First adopted in 1946, the current Code has grown from a simple, 
84-page pamphlet to a 600 plus page book that inadequately realizes a 

21st Century vision of a better Los Angeles for all residents.

Over the next five years, the city will create a:

� Dynamic Web-Based Zoning Code— Clear and predictable 
Code that better meets the City’s current and future needs, and 

that also provides an interactive on-line experience

� Guide to Zoning— Quick reference, easy-to-read guide to the 

new Code’s land use and development regulations

� Unified Downtown Development Code— New zoning tools 

customized for the heart of Los Angeles, Downtown

The new Zoning Code will more effectively implement the goals and 
objectives of the General Plan and the City’s 35 Community Plans. 
Additionally it will offer a wider variety of zoning options that protect and 
enhance our communities, and reflect the diversity of Los Angeles and 

allow each neighborhood to maintain a distinct sense of place.

I encourage you to get involved in this process by attending future public 
meetings, workshops and hearings and making your voice heard.

(In the photo above: A planner joins with a team to create a detailed 
model of Downtown. Completed between 1938 and 1940 under the 
Works Project Administration, this model may still be viewed at the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Natural History.)

- Mitchell Englander, Councilmember, Twelfth District

Council District 12 Welcomes New 
Commanding Officer to LAPD 
Topanga Division…

As Chair of the Public Safety Committee and 
an LAPD Reserve Officer, it is my pleasure to 
welcome Captain III Joel M. Justice as the 
new Commanding Officer of the LAPD’s 
Topanga Division which covers Canoga Park, 

West Hills, Winnetka, and Woodland Hills.

Captain Justice was appointed to the 
Department in 1985. He was assigned to 
Topanga Area after serving at 
Communications Division. Communications 
Division is the largest division in the Los 
Angeles Police Department with approximately 
590 sworn and civilian employees. He was 
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assigned to Communications after serving as the Commanding Officer 

for Real Time Analysis and Critical Response (RACR) Division.

Captain Justice has worked patrol in Southwest, Rampart and Foothill 
Divisions. He has also worked Office of Operations, Use of Force 
Review Section and Internal Affairs. He was promoted to Lieutenant in 
May 2000. As a Lieutenant he was assigned to Devonshire Patrol 
Division, Metropolitan Division and Professional Standards Bureau. On 
October 31, 2004, he was promoted to the rank of Captain and was 

assigned as the Commanding Officer of West Valley Patrol Division.

Captain Justice is a second-generation Los Angeles Police Officer, his 
father Hal Justice retired as a Captain in 1982. Justice was born in Los 
Angeles and raised in the San Fernando Valley. He attended Monroe 
High School and received his Bachelor’s degree in Management from 
the University of Phoenix. Captain Justice earned his Master’s degree in 
Homeland Security from the Naval Postgraduate School in March 2013. 
Captain Justice has been married for over 20 years and has a 14-year-
old son. He is active in his church and the community as a coach of 
youth basketball.

- Mitchell Englander, Councilmember, Twelfth District

Porter Ranch Community School 
Street Parking Resolved...
I am pleased to announce 
that construction work is 
now underway to provide 
legal street parking on 
Mason Avenue and 
Sesnon Boulevard near 
the Porter Ranch 

Community School.

The school year began 
with students and parents 
delighted with their new 
home school, but frustrated with the lack of parking. I introduced a 
motion, which was approved unanimously, to provide some immediate 
relief by removing the bicycle lane on the east side of Mason Avenue 
and replacing it with street parking. This temporary measure worked in 
the interim, but we now have a permanent solution underway that 

represents a safe and collaborative resolution.

Parking will be allowed on east side of Mason Avenue and on the south 
side Sesnon Boulevard during busy school hours, but not during 
evenings or weekends. The landscaped medians on Mason Avenue will 
be modified to provide additional pavement width, allowing for parking 

and the bike lanes to be re-installed and open to the public this summer.

This effort was spearheaded by my office, but required the partnering of 
LADOT, BOE, LAUSD and Porter Ranch Development Company. Thank 
you to LAUSD and Porter Ranch Development Company for the 

You can help keep cats and dogs 
in City Animal Shelters warm and 
comfortable by supporting the 
efforts of Operation Blankets of 
Love. The San Fernando Valley
based non-profit organization 
gathers donated blankets, towels 
and pet beds and distributes 
them to animal shelters.

Donation items can be dropped 
off at Pet People, located at 
18040 Chatsworth St. in Granada 
Hills.

You can also donate money to 
support Operation Blankets of 
Love by clicking here or calling 
Brad Smulson at (818) 402-6584.

New SAFE Center Now Open in 

Granada Hills

You can drop off electronic 
devices, paint, pool and garden 
chemicals, motor oil, batteries, 
fluorescent lightbulbs and other 
Household Hazardous Waste at 
the new SAFE Center located on 
Balboa Blvd. 1/2 block south of 
Devonshire St. in Granada Hills.

SAFE Center
Open Saturdays & Sundays, 9 
am - 3 pm

Just drive in and open your trunk 
and the staff at the SAFE Center 
will remove your Household 
Hazardous Waste for you. To see 
a list of items that are accepted, 
and other information click here

311 Online

In addition to calling 311 to report 
problems or request services, 
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monumental endeavor and the financial commitment to continuing to 
improve the Porter Ranch community.

- Mitchell Englander, Councilmember, Twelfth District

“Excellence in Public Service”
Leadership Development Program…

Earlier this month, my office was proud to launch our inaugural 
“Excellence in Public Service” Leadership Development Program!

Eight local high school students were selected to participate in this 
interdisciplinary program teaching students how to solve real-world 
community problems by integrating field study and academic research 
while leveraging technology to develop public policy solutions. Students 
will also learn how to navigate the network of public agencies, facilitate 
collaborative coalition building, and master interpersonal skills to 
succeed in the workplace. 

This week, the students visited the Wilkinson Multipurpose Senior 
Citizen Center in Northridge and learned about the wide variety of 
programs and services provided at the senior center. Executive Director 
Marianne Ybarra shared the various academic subjects such as 
sociology and social work, the students can study in college if they're 
interested in serving the growing aging population in our community. 
The students also analyzed census demographic data to illustrate the 
changing population in each of the zip codes within CD12 to help them 
better understand the challenges facing the senior community and 
identify solutions. 

Throughout the summer, the students will be exposed to various career 
opportunities within the City of Los Angeles and partner organizations 
and be provided with real-world experience intersecting the public 

you can use 311 online.

Visit
311 Website

and find the appropriate service.

Volunteers Needed for the 

Crisis Response Team

The seven-week training CRT 
training program runs from March 
4 through April 17 on Monday 
and Wednesday evenings at the 
LAPD headquarters in downtown. 
Volunteers with bilingual 
capability in Spanish and Korean 

are particularly needed.

CRT consists of trained 
community volunteers who 
respond at the request of the L.A. 
Police andFire Departments 
where there are victims of violent 
crimes, accidents, and other 
traumatic incidents. CRT 
volunteers provide immediate on
scene crisis intervention, offer 
comfort to victims, act as liaisons 
between victims and emergency 
personnel, and give referrals to 
victims and their families to social 

services.

To apply online, click here. For 

more information, email Jeffrey 

Zimerman at LACRT@lacity.org

Check Out LocateLA, a 
Powerful Business Research 

Tool

LocateLA is a powerful new tool 
created by the City to offer a free 
database of commercial 

properties in L.A. It includes an 

interactive map, with business 
finder, property finder, incentive 
finder, business start up 
organizer, and much more. It is 
meant to help new businesses 

Ongoing
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sector, business and the nonprofit community. 

For more information about the program, contact Semee Park at 
Semee.park@lacity.org

- Mitchell Englander, Councilmember, Twelfth District

CD12 Photo Contest...
As part of our “Year of Healthy Living,”
Councilmember Englander is hosting 
a District 12 Photo Contest. We are 
seeking submissions of photographs 
depicting examples of healthy living. 
District 12 boasts the most public 
parks in Los Angeles, providing 
photographers a wide variety of 
opportunities to capture examples of a 
healthy lifestyle. However, healthy 
living means more than just eating 
vegetables and exercising. It also 
means taking care of our community, 
our environment, our mental health 
and more. There is a lot of room for 
creativity in the “Year of Healthy 
Living” Photo Contest.

After an initial screening process, photos will be posted on our contest 
Facebook page. Finalists will be determined by how many “likes” your 
photo gets on the Facebook page and five winners will be chosen by 
Councilmember Englander. The finalists and winners will have their 
work proudly displayed at Councilmember Englander’s Community 

Service Center in Chatsworth.

Click here to visit our CD12 Photo Contest Facebook page.

For more information please contact Semee Park at (818) 882-1212 or 

email at semee.park@lacity.org.

The Chatsworth/Porter Ranch 
Chamber of Commerce’s Business 
Academy…
The Chatsworth/Porter Ranch 
Chamber of Commerce is launching 
a Business Academy. The Business 
Academy is a practical, educational 

UPCOMING EVENTS

start up and help existing 
businesses move to the City of 
Los Angeles. It is also useful for 
anyone wanting to learn about 
our community. In addition to 
photos and details about the 
property, it lists demographic, 
labor force, comparable rents and 

more.

Click here to see this great new 

tool.

Free Mulch for

Your Garden

You can get free mulch for your 
garden from the City's Mulch 
Giveaway Program! The free 
mulch is made from recycled yard 
trimmings and other "green 

waste" from the green bins.

Recycling green waste is an 
important way to reduce the 
amount of organic material that 
goes into landfills. When plant 
materials go into landfills, they 
emit large amounts of the 
greenhouse gas methane, which 
contributes to climate change. 
The City turns that green waste 
into mulch which is available to 
L.A. residents for free.

Free Mulch Locations in the 

San Fernando Valley

16600 Roscoe Pl., North Hills 
(near Van Nuys Airport)
Mulch delivered to this location 
Wednesdays & Fridays. Open 
daily 7:00 am to 6:00 pm.

15800 Victory Blvd., Van Nuys 
(near D.C. Tillman Plant). 
Entrance: turn south on 
Densmore Ave. from Victory, 
follow curve.
Mulch delivered to this location 
every Monday.
Open Monday - Friday, 7:00 am 

to 3:30 pm.
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program designed to strengthen the business acumen and skill set of 

small business owners.

Course Work Dates:
Saturday, June 22
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Friday, June 28
9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Tuition Fees:
$350.00 for Chamber Members

$550.00 for Non Chamber Members

The course work module covers the following topics: Marketing and 
Sales, Social Media, Customer Engagement, Strategic Partnerships, 
Business Modeling and Communications Styles. The second module 
consists of break out groups in which each member is given an 
opportunity to be the sole focus of the group for one meeting. The 
designated business owner will present their business model and 
challenges for group discussion and feedback.

For more information call (818) 341-2428 or visit
www.chatsworthchamber.com.

Corral 54’s Trail Ride with 
Councilmember Englander…
Corral 54, a division of 
Equestrian Trails 
International, is planning a 
trail ride on June 22 out of 
the newly opened Aliso 
Canyon Park. The loop ride 
will be about 1-3/4 hours 
long on the Palisades, 
Limekiln, Sesnon and Aliso 
trails. The Corral will host 
lunch under the Christine 
Smith pavilion after the ride. 
A $5 donation is suggested. 
You must bring your own 

horse for the ride, no rentals will be available.

Saturday, June 22
10:00 am - Ride Begins
Please plan to come early to sign your release

12:00 pm - Lunch

Aliso Canyon Park

East of Reseda between Sesnon & Rinaldi in Northridge

Start making your plans now to join the ride and have a talk with 
Councilman Englander! Don’t forget to bring your friends along too, 

For more info click here.

Neighborhood Public Safety, 
Crime, and Emergency 

Information Updates from 

LAPD on NIXLE

Free updates on emergencies, 
public safety, crime prevention 
and more, directly from the LAPD 
to your cell phone or email inbox.

Residents can sign up to receive 
updates directed toward one or 
more specific neighborhoods. To 
sign up or learn more,visit 
www.NIXLE.com.

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS 
IN CD12

Chatsworth
Granada Hills North
Granada Hills South
Northridge East
Northridge West
Northridge South
Porter Ranch
North Hills West

Reseda
West Hills

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Canoga Park/West Hills
Chatsworth/Porter Ranch

Granada Hills
North Valley Regional

Greater San Fernando Valley

Page 6 of 10View Newsletter

11/20/2013http://www.simplesend.com/simple/viewnewsletter.asp?SID={B9A3E300-2709-40BC-A...



though space is limited due to parking availability. For more information, 
or to RSVP, please contact Charlotte Brodie at 818-892-3862 or 
charlottebeast@msn.com.

American Youth Soccer Organization 
Registration…
American Youth Soccer Organization ("AYSO") Region 174 (North 
Valley) will be accepting registrations for their Fall 2013 soccer season 
on Saturday June 22 and Sunday June 23. Registration will be held at 
the soccer complex next to the Metropolitan Water District’s Joseph 

Jensen Water Filtration Facility.

Saturday, June 22
Sunday, June 23
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Joseph Jensen Water Filtration 
Facility
13100 Balboa Blvd

Granada Hills

Registration is open to all kids who will 
be between the ages of 4 to 18 years 
old as of July 31, 2013.

AYSO is a volunteer organization dedicated to providing a healthy 
soccer experience for young people from the ages of 4 to 19. AYSO is 
based upon six guiding principles: Open Registration, Good 
Sportsmanship, Balanced Teams, Everyone Plays, Positive Coaching, 
and Player Development. AYSO stresses a positive attitude at all times. 
Soccer should be fun!

As a part of Councilmember Englander's "Year of Healthy Living" we are 
proud to promote Youth Soccer as a great way for kids to get out and 
get active!

For more information please visit www.ayso174.org.

Table Game Fun-Raiser…
The Jennifer Diamond Cancer 
foundation is hosting a table 
game fundraiser on June 22. 
Bring your favorite board game to 
play with your friends and help to 
support the Jennifer Diamond 
Cancer Foundation. Your $30 
donation includes a delicious 
lunch. Please RSVP by Sunday, 

June 16.

Saturday, June 22

11:00 am - 3:00 pm
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Jennifer Diamond Cancer Foundation
9410 Owensmouth Avenue

Chatsworth

For more information please call (818) 700-6900 or visit
www.jenniferdiamondfoundation.org.

Northridge Fashion Center Summer 
Sounds Concert Series…
Northridge Fashion 
Center is spotlighting 
local musicians every 
Thursday in June at our 
outdoor Theater Plaza, 
located near Yard House, 
from 5pm-7pm, weather 
permitting.

Join the Northridge 
Fashion Center as they 
introduce this music 
series to the community 
and show off great talent! Bring a blanket and cozy up with the family for 
an entertaining evening.

Thursday, June 27 - Angela Mukul (Acoustic Duo)
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Northridge Fashion Center Outdoor Theater Plaza
9301 Tampa Avenue
Northridge

West End Art Walk Returns to 
Chatsworth...

Shops at West End Chatsworth in 
collaboration with the Chatsworth Fine 
Arts Council present the 2nd Annual 
West End Art Walk. The art walk will 
feature a showcase of galleries, 
artists, restaurants, shops and small 
businesses located in the Historic 

West End of Chatsworth.

Friday, June 28,
Friday, July 26
Friday, August 30
5:30 pm - 9:00 pm

21800 Devonshire Street
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Chatsworth

The West End Art Walk is dedicated to enhancing the economic 
development and revitalization of the community for businesses, visitors, 

and residents. Come and you could win tickets to the Hollywood Bowl!

For more information please contact (818) 341-8888 or info@we-

shops.com.

LAPD Devonshire PALS Golf 
Invitational…
On Monday, July 8, the LAPD 
Devonshire PALS will celebrate 
their 34th Grand Golf Invitational at 
Porter Valley Country Club. This 
sell-out event will feature “hole-in-
one” prizes to inspire all the golfers' 
talents, along with “closest to the 
pin challenge” to win more prizes.

Porter Valley Country Club
19216 Singing Hills Drive
Northridge

During the evening dinner, non-golfers will join in as well to participate in 
the opportunity drawing and live auction, with tons of great items.

All proceeds from the PALS Golf Tournament go directly to our youth 
programs. We hope you can join us to support the children in our 
community.

For sponsorship, golfer, and dinner information, click here or contact 

Sally Barnes, Golf Committee Chair, at golf@devonshire-pals.org.

Reports From Our Staff:
Our Legislative Deputy, 
Brenton Tesler, reports 
that the Granada Hills 
Rotary Foundation is 
offering 100 laser-
engraved memorial bricks 
to be added to the 
Memorial Walkway in the 
Granada Hills Veterans' 

Park.

The Foundation maintains 

STAFF REPORTS
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the Granada Hills Veterans’ Park, which they refurbished in 2009 and 
2010. The memorial bricks have helped raise funds for the renovations 

and continue to help pay for maintenance.

There are now 825 bricks which were sponsored and have names and 
messages from individuals, families of fallen and current soldiers, local 

businesses and community-based organizations.

This is the last opportunity to sponsor a memorial brick. The deadline to 
sign up is June 27, 2013, and the final 100 bricks will be installed in 
mid-July.

The Veterans' Park's pergola was made possible by the Granada Hills 
Improvement Association. New landscaping, brick and cement work, 
flagpoles, monument and statue were supported by Jake Parunyan, 
Kenn Cleaners; Councilmember Mitchell Englander; former Councilman 
Greig Smith; the Granada Hills South Neighborhood Council; the 
Granada Hills North Neighborhood Council; the Department of Cultural 
Affairs; Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2323; and the Granada Hills 

Rotary Foundation.

For more information or to request a brick, please contact John 

Weitkamp at jweitkamp@aol.com or (818) 363-3144 or Dr. Carl Melnik 

at drmelnik@ghoc.com or (818) 366-2020.

This message was sent to  by:

Councilmember Mitchell Englander
9207 Oakdale Ave
Chatsworth, CA 91311
(818) 882-1212
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