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NEIGHBORHOODS FIRST

Working Together to Ensure Progress...
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This week, I led discussions with multiple organizations and City
departments to collect information and look for opportunities to make the
adjustments and ensure progress on the primary issue affecting livability in
our neighborhoods today. 
  
The Bureau of Sanitation and the San Fernando Valley’s LAPD HOPE
(Homeless Outreach and Proactive Engagement) team, took the time to
come to my office and meet with the CD12 Neighborhoods FIRST working
group. Together, they work to remove RV's and clear homeless
encampments throughout the San Fernando Valley while simultaneously
providing services for those in need. 
  
I presented my Neighborhoods FIRST
initiative to the San Fernando Valley Rescue
Mission Board Members and volunteers and
listened to the success stories from their
facility. The SFV Rescue Mission provides a
foundation for individual and family
restoration by developing a personalized
plan based on their needs for achieving
personal growth, employment, and housing. 
  
My office listened to community members and went on site visits
throughout our community to log hot spot areas in our community. My team
also joined the Department of Recreation and Parks to walk through
Chatsworth Park North in order to access the needs for our upcoming
clean up. 

I met with the City Attorney’s Office,
Neighborhood Prosecutors, the
Department of Water and Power, LAUSD,
and School Board Member Scott
Schmerelson to discuss the needs of our
schools. We worked together to collectively
provide safety options in and around our
schools to ensure our children, teachers,
staff, and families are protected while

allowing their focus to remain on higher education. 
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I am dedicated to continually working and communicating with our
community, local organizations, and City departments to meet and share
insight into where more resources and services are needed and which are
less effective. Understanding the experiences of these organizations and
individuals is key when it comes to addressing homelessness in our City;
only by speaking with them is it possible to get a sense of how various laws
and codes may help, hurt, or have an impact on our communities.   
  
I want to thank everyone that joined me during our Neighborhoods FIRST
discussions for their committed to this initiative and for the incredible work
they continue to do on a daily basis. 

RECENT LEGISLATION

Launching iNNOV818 on 818 Day in the San
Fernando Valley... 

 

Today, August 18 (8.18 day), we celebrate the importance of the San
Fernando Valley which makes up a majority of the 818 area code. To mark
the occasion, I introduced a pair of motions designating the Chatsworth-
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Northridge industrial core to reinforce and reimagine the historical role of
the San Fernando Valley as the region’s primary hub for new industries and
technology. 
  
Growing up in the San Fernando Valley, I saw firsthand how aerospace and
other local technology industries shaped the economy and culture of
Southern California. This 818 day, we have a chance to not just celebrate
this history, but harness the Valley’s unique potential to foster a new
generation of industries providing jobs and economic opportunity for
families throughout the region. 
  
The San Fernando Valley is historically the technological core of the
aerospace industry in Southern California. The West Valley has been the
hub of industry and innovation going back to the beginnings of the
aerospace industry. As a result, the Chatsworth and Northridge
communities are home to many restricted light industrial properties which
are unique in Los Angeles for their contiguous zoning. 
  
The continued siting of restricted light industrial uses within the Chatsworth
and Northridge communities is of utmost importance to the economic
development of our San Fernando Valley communities, but also for the City
and the entire Southern California region. The motions introduced today
will ensure that the Chatsworth-Northridge core remains as one of the few
contiguous zones in Los Angeles suitable for the location of high-tech,
clean-tech, green-tech and bio-tech uses. 
  
The first step toward achieving this goal is to define and designate the
boundaries of this area. The second step includes a partnership, between
Council District 12 and the City Planning Department, to develop an
inventory of assets in the area including transportation modes, housing and
infrastructure, schools and education, fiber and internet speed capabilities,
power assessments and the unique culture of the West Valley. 

To view the press release, motions and area map, click here.

Ensuring Safety in our Public Roadways... 
This week, I joined my colleague, Councilmember Bob Blumenfield, to
submit a motion requesting the City Attorney draft an ordinance that
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amends current Los Angeles
Municipal Code to prohibit sleeping
and the storage of personal
belongings under certain overpasses
and underpasses. This would be
determined on a case-by-case basis
as certain overpasses may be too
narrow or otherwise become unsafe
when people and or items are
gathered there. 

  
Under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and other laws, the City
has a responsibility to ensure that its sidewalks may be traversed by
persons with mobility impairments and other disabilities. 
  
The City's built environment includes many obstacles for people who walk
or bike throughout their communities, including freeways, railways, rivers
and storm channels. In many parts of the City, vehicular and pedestrian
underpasses and overpasses are critical infrastructure for these road
users. If residents are prevented or discouraged from using them because
sidewalks are blocked or unsafe, they often must detour more than a mile
out of their way to reach their destinations. 
  
Also, many of these underpasses are dark, have narrow sidewalks, have
heavy traffic congestion and vehicles travelling at high speeds. In other
locations, sidewalk users might be forced to detour into the street to avoid
physical obstacles or unsafe situations; this is not possible at freeway
underpasses and overpasses, in particular. Underpasses and overpasses
are significantly different from other streets and sidewalks, where physical
obstructions and safety concerns means going a block out of one's way. 

As Chair of the Public Safety Committee, I will continue to work to ensure
that the critical infrastructure of vehicular and pedestrian underpasses and
overpasses is safe and accessible to vulnerable road users, including
those who walk and bike, especially children, seniors and those with
disabilities.

Updating and Improving the Waste Hauler Franchise
Transition... 
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Transition... 
This week, my motion to lower costs
for businesses experiencing price
shocks from the new waste hauler
franchise system by having the option
to share service bins with neighboring
businesses was heard and passed by
the Committee on Energy, Climate
Change, and Environmental Justice.
It's common sense that businesses
who don't fill up even the minimum bin size for a hauler should be able to
share a bin. In addition to lowering cost, this measure also encourages
businesses to reduce waste.  

In order to ensure that your concerns are heard, I have asked Waste
Management to provide regular office hours in my Community Service
Center in Chatsworth.  

If you would like to speak with a representative  to discuss your concerns,
please call (818) 882-1212 to set up an appointment that works for your
schedule.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Pioneering New Partnerships to Prevent Cyber
Attacks... 
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This week, I joined Mayor Eric Garcetti and representatives from leading
businesses in Los Angeles to announce a new, first-of-its-kind public-
private partnership that will help defend our City's residents and
businesses from cyber attacks. The Los Angeles CyberLab is an innovative
program pairing the technical expertise of cyber security industry leaders
with appropriate public agencies to ensure everyone in Los Angeles can
access the best information and practices to secure their digital networks. 

As Chair of the Public Safety Committee, it is critical that we equip
residents  with the best tools and information to defend themselves.These
attacks can result in serious violations of personal privacy or disruptions in
the essential operations of a business. 

As part of the announcement of the LA CyberLab, we launched a new
website and free service at LACyberLab.org which will provide daily
updates on the latest cyber threats facing individuals and businesses in our
City. We have also assembled a working group of businesses to share
information about cyber intrusions and fixes so new threats can be quickly
identified and prevented. Finally, the L.A. CyberLab will also launch a
simulated City network as a testing ground for new cyber defense
technologies that will allow cyber security firms a secure environment to
develop products as well as provide local high school and university
students experience working in a security environment. 

The Los Angeles CyberLab will give our City's residents and businesses a
unique advantage in dealing with one of the most challenging threats we
face. 
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Find out how to best prepare yourself by joining the Cyber Lab network.

Chatsworth Park North Community Clean-Up...
Recently, I have heard your concerns
about the conditions and disrepair at
Chatsworth Park North. Parks and public
spaces are a crucial component of our
communities and it is important that we
maintain them for our children and families
to enjoy.  

While resources might be limited to get the park cleaned up using City
funds alone, we have some of the most engaged residents and community
resources anywhere in the City. 

To that end, my office is sponsoring a community clean-up of the site
with volunteers from community organizations in the area on August 26th.
We will remove graffiti, trash, and any items that pose a hazard or are not
natural features of the park. 

Saturday, August 26 
8:00 am to 10:00 am 

Chatsworth Park North 
22300 Chatsworth St. 
Chatsworth 

We will be providing clean up supplies, beverages, and snacks free for
participants. Community members are encouraged to bring gloves, hats,
and sunscreen. Find details and RSVP for this fun event here. Looking
forward to seeing everyone for a fun morning in the park. Come out and
show your love of the community! Student community service credit
available.

Chatsworth Park South Grand Re-Opening

Celebration...
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Celebration...

VIDEO CONTEST: The 2017 Making Movies that
Matter Youth Short Film Festival...  
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Summer is almost over, so get your views in quickly. We are excited to
announce that the winning team will earn a pizza party sponsored by CD12
and the West Hills Pizza Co.!  

Click here to view the 2017 Making Movies that Matter Youth Film Festival
submissions.
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Reseda Blvd Summer Art Series... 
Join your Northridge community during
the Second Annual Reseda Blvd
Summer Series brought to you by CJ
Berina with the support of a Department
of Cultural Affairs Arts Activation Grant.
This recurring event will take place on
Saturday August 19th, with a series
finale on August 26th. 

The Summer Series is a multi-cultural
extravaganza featuring live
performances, artists, and local

merchants. Enjoy food trucks, live music, an art walk and outstanding local
talent. Come celebrate the San Fernando Valley on Los Angeles' First
Great Street, Reseda Blvd! The event is free and open to all ages. 

Saturday, August 19 
6:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

8906 Reseda Blvd. 
Northridge 
  
Click here to view the flyer. For more information, go to the Reseda Blvd
Summer Arts Series Facebook page. Check out the newest video from the
Summer Art Series below: 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Make an Appointment at the CD12 Community
Service Center... 
My office is now taking reservations for
community members to meet one-on-one
with representatives of City Departments at
our Community Service Center in
Chatsworth. 

There are regularly scheduled times when
you can meet with City Departments,
including Planning, Police, Transportation
(LADOT), the Bureau of Street Services,
Bureau of Sanitation, Department of Water and Power, Building and
Safety, Recreation and Parks, Neighborhood Empowerment
Department, Housing & Community Development, Animal Services, and
the Department of Aging. This offers community members an opportunity to
get information and assistance in Chatsworth without having to travel all
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the way downtown. Meetings with Department representatives are by
appointment only, but you can speak with our Field Deputies at any time.  

Community Service Center 
9207 Oakdale Ave. Second Floor 
Chatsworth 

To make an appointment and for more information, call (818) 882-1212.

Fundraiser for the Granada Hills Charter High
School Marching Band... 
Support the Granada Hills Charter High
School Marching Band by purchasing
mattresses, box springs, pillows and other
bedding accessories at up to 50% off. The
band has the opportunity to raise the funds
needed to continue their excellent music
program. 
  
Saturday, August 19 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
  
Granada Hills Charter High School 
10535 Zelzah Ave. 
Granada Hills 

For more information, visit their Facebook Page.

Free Movie Matinee at Chatsworth Library… 
There will be a free showing of Moonlight in the
Chatsworth Library Community Room. The movie
is sponsored by the Friends of the Chatsworth
Library. Light refreshments will be available. This
movie is rated R. 
  

Thursday, August 24 
1:30 pm 
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Chatsworth Library 
21052 Devonshire St. 
Chatsworth  

For more information, call (818) 341-4276 or go
to laplchatsworthfriends.org.

Recycling Electronics & Paper Shredding Event... 
Come out to an event benefitting the LAPD
Cadets Program! Here's your opportunity
to drag out your old computers, TVs,
vacuums and other old electronic devices
from your garages and closets for
recycling. The LAPD Cadets Program will
receive 50% of the estimated proceeds
from the Angel’s A.S.M Recycling
Company. We will have a hard drive data
destroyer at the site. We'll also have a paper-shredder truck from Paper
Cuts Inc that will take three boxes to shred per household until the truck is
full. 
  
Saturday, August 26 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
  
Fields Market Parking Lot 
23221 Saticoy St. 
West Hills  

For more information, call (818) 926-5425.

CD 12 PETS OF THE WEEK  

Our CD12 West Valley Animal Shelter Cat of the Week is Quincy (ID #
A1707544). Quincy is happiest when you pet him and is a cuddler. He is 7
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years old with a beautiful black coat and gets along well with other shelter
cats. He will make an excellent addition to any home.  

Our CD12 West Valley Animal Shelter Dog of the Week is Baby ( ID#
A1711160). Baby is a gentle, loving 8 year old Shih-Tzu. He weighs only 8-
pounds and gets along with other shelter dogs and is a volunteer favorite.  

 

To give these pets a forever home, visit the shelter at 20655 Plummer St.,
Chatsworth, (818) 756-9325. See all the City shelter animals at the L.A.
Animal Services Search-By-Shelter Page.

STAFF REPORT  

Reports from our Staff: Meals on Wheels Service
Program… 
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Our Field Deputy, Millie Jones, would like to remind you that the Meals on
Wheels Service Program is offered to anyone interested! Up to 2 meals
can be delivered straight to your home between the hours of 9:00 am and
11:30 am.  

Also, if you’re looking to fill your mornings with joy in serving others, the
Valley Interfaith Council Meals on Wheels Program is looking for volunteers
and most importantly drivers to drive these meals to those who need them.
Drivers are needed for deliveries between 10:00 am and 1:00 pm. The
Valley Interfaith Council pays for mileage and all routes are local.  

For more information on Meals on Wheels Services and Volunteer
Information, please contact the Meals on Wheels Office:(818) 998 -5350 or
visit them online at www.vic -la.org. 
 

CITY HALL 
200 North Spring

St. Rm 405 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Phone: (213) 473-7012 

Fax: (213) 473-6925

COMMUNITY

SERVICE CENTER 

9207 Oakdale Ave 

Chatsworth CA 91311 

Phone: (818) 882-1212 

Fax: (818) 701-5254
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