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The Flint Farmers’ Market is a vibrant gathering place in downtown Flint and was named as one of six Great Public Spaces on the
American Planning Association’s 2015 Great Places in America list.

A glimpse of life at MEC
While it includes just a sliver
of our work in 2015, I hope
the chronological recap of key
activities and accomplishments
in this annual report gives you
a feel for how the Michigan
Environmental Council’s work
unfolds over the course of a
year—work made possible by
generous supporters like you.
Some of what we do at MEC
fits neatly into our calendar
year. We know, for example,
that we’ll build relationships
with lawmakers at our legislative
breakfast every other January or
February, battle lead poisoning
by organizing a lead education
day every March and celebrate
environmental leaders at our
awards event each spring
or summer.
Other efforts span several
years and their timelines aren’t
so easy to predict. For instance,
2015 was our fourth year of
steadfast opposition to the
Department of Environmental
Quality’s plan to deregulate air
emissions of hundreds of toxic
chemicals. Supporters like you
gave us the resources we needed
to hold the line and protect
vulnerable families whose health
was directly threatened by the
department’s proposal.
Similarly, the Coast-to-Coast
passenger rail project began
to really take shape in 2015,
but it’s something we’ve been
working on since 2010. It was
also in 2010 that MEC helped

Chris Kolb, President

to form the Michigan Alliance
for Lead Safe Homes, which
Tina Reynolds, our health policy
director, coordinates. In those
five years, MEC and partners
have increased state funding for
lead abatement programs from
$0 to $1.75 million a year, making
possible lead cleanups that have
created a safe environment for
hundreds of Michigan children.
And sometimes, unforeseen
priorities arise and radically
reshape our plans for the year.
The most dramatic example I
can think of happened in 2015. I
could not have predicted I would
spend the last two months of the
year and part of 2016 as co-chair
of the Flint Water Advisory Task
Force, poring over thousands of
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pages of documents, interviewing
dozens of officials and spending
many sleepless nights wondering
how things could have gone so
terribly wrong.
I’m proud of the part I was able
to play in getting to the bottom
of what went wrong in Flint,
sorting out who was accountable
and providing recommendations
to make sure nothing similar
ever again happens in Michigan.
Of course, that was just the
beginning. Righting the wrongs in
Flint and taking action to protect
families around the state will be
a years-long endeavor.
Fortunately, years-long
endeavors are a Michigan
Environmental Council specialty.
As you pore over this report,
please keep in mind that our
victories are your victories, and
that we’ll need your continued
support to overcome future
challenges and threats to our
Great Lakes, the health of our
families and the places we hold
dear. The job is never easy, but
it is truly a pleasure to work on
behalf of fellow Michiganders to
uphold our rich environmental
heritage and create a legacy to
be proud of.
Thanks for all you do,

Chris Kolb
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January 15

Big Day
for Biodiversity
For Michigan’s natural resources,
2015 began on a bright note when
Gov. Rick Snyder vetoed a downright
nasty piece of legislation that MEC
and many allies had vocally opposed
since it was first introduced two
years earlier. The anti-science Senate
Bill 78 would have blocked state
agencies from designating land to
protect biological diversity, even
though diverse ecosystems are more
productive and more resilient in the
face of disaster and disease.
It was an important victory we
could not have achieved without
MEC’s generous donors, whose steady
support allowed us to grind it out—
meeting with lawmakers, testifying
at committee hearings, talking with
news reporters, day after day,
week after week and month after
month—and preserve essential
protections for Michigan’s unique
natural communities.
In a letter explaining his veto, the
governor borrowed language from
MEC’s letter urging him to nix the bill.
He also sided with more than 133
scientists from Michigan universities
who co-signed a letter—which MEC
helped publicize in the media—
opposing the bill.
“This veto helps maintain Michigan’s
image as a place where people
respect and appreciate the natural
environment,” said MEC President
Chris Kolb in a statement picked up
by many of the state’s biggest news
outlets. “Rather than letting antiscience fear steer our state policy, this
veto ensures that our state’s trained
biologists, ecologists and foresters can
continue to take a holistic approach to
the management of our public lands
and the diversity of plants, animals
and natural resources they provide.”
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January 28

Biennial Breakfast
Every two years, we invite lawmakers to join MEC and our member groups for
breakfast at the House Office Building. Amid constant turnover in our term-limited
Legislature, our breakfast provides a friendly setting for getting to know new
lawmakers and reconnecting with veterans. Sitting down to a meal together can go a
long way in building relationships that later lead to positive change in Lansing.
Twenty-one legislators attended our 2015 breakfast, along with 28 legislative
staffers—an important group to know since they often manage the day-to-day
details of policymaking. Also attending were nearly 40 representatives of MEC
member groups, seated by geographic region so each elected official could get to
know advocates from their part of the state.
We also introduced our new deputy policy director, Sean Hammond, at the
breakfast. With strong relationships forged while working in the state agriculture
department, in the attorney general’s office, as a staffer for Sen. Rick Jones and in
the Senate Majority Policy Office, Sean has boosted MEC’s capacity to stay abreast
of new bills, offer positive amendments, testify before committees and shape the
conversation in the Capitol.
Our legislative breakfast is part of an all-out effort to get to know incoming
representatives and senators, brief them on our core issues and introduce MEC as a
reliable source of evenhanded analysis and forward-looking environmental ideas. By
the end of March, our policy pros had sat down face-to-face with more than threequarters of the Legislature.
These introductory meetings help us identify legislators with a drive to protect the
environment and find common ground with just about everyone.
As just one example, our early visits laid the groundwork for MEC to start working
with first-year Rep. Julie Plawecki of Dearborn Heights from the very start of the
session. Over the course of 2015, she became one of our most steadfast allies on
a range of issues that came before the Natural Resources Committee—and the
leading voice in the House for creating a statewide septic code.
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March 4

Lead Education Day
An important piece of MEC’s advocacy
calendar is the Lead Education Day
we coordinate every March. The 2015
edition was the fourth time we’ve
gathered at the State Capitol with our
partners in the Michigan Alliance for
Lead Safe Homes, or MIALSH. We met
with more than 40 members of the
House and Senate and presented them
with important information underscoring
the scope of the lead problem and the
fact that it is 100 percent preventable.
MEC Health Policy Director Tina
Reynolds is coalition manager for
MIALSH, which includes public health
agencies, lead-affected families,
landlords, lead-cleanup contractors

and others. Since its formation in 2010,
the coalition has been successful in
educating legislators about lead hazards
and advocating for state investment
in abatement. Thanks to those efforts,
the fiscal year 2014 state budget—for
the first time in decades—included
significant funding set aside for cleanups
in contaminated homes.
MIALSH successfully increased that
funding from $1.25 million to $1.75
million for the 2015 budget year. And
thanks to the coalition’s hard work—
including Lead Education Day, testimony
before legislative committees, private
meetings with lawmakers and outreach
to the public and the media—the

2016 budget, approved in June 2015,
once again included $1.75 million
for prevention programs. That was a
significant victory in a budget cycle when
many state programs suffered steep cuts.
“Frankly, $1.75 million is just the tip of
the iceberg in terms of what’s needed to
really address this problem,” Tina said
in our blog post about Lead Education
Day. “Still, it’s very encouraging to see
the progress we’ve made in just a few
short years, and we’re so grateful to the
members of the Legislature who are
stepping up to make lead poisoning a
thing of the past in Michigan.”

April 6

MEC Goes Solar
When we acquired MEC’s current
home in 2012, we committed as an
organization to operating our building in
a way that embodies the environmental
values at the heart of our mission.
On April 6, 2015 we completed one of
the most exciting steps in that process.
Srinergy, a solar developer from Novi,
installed eight solar panels on MEC’s
south-facing roof, which will generate an
estimated 2,839 kilowatt hours (kWh) per
year. That will offset about 11 percent
of the electricity used each year in our
5,800-square-foot property, which
houses 20 full-time workers (employees
and tenants) along with several interns
and fellows. We’ll save about $400 a year
in avoided electric costs.
MEC implemented this project
with financial support from the Wege
Foundation of Grand Rapids, which
previously enabled us to invest in an
intensive insulation project, state-ofthe-art heating and cooling equipment
and highly efficient plumbing fixtures.
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Those and other sustainability measures
earned us LEED Platinum Certification,
the highest level awarded by the U.S.
Green Building Council’s program for
existing buildings.
The eight panels we installed in
2015 are just the first step in our plans
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for a comprehensive solar system
on our property. Over time, we
hope to add 35 more panels,
completing a 43-panel system
that will generate enough electricity
to support roughly half of the
building’s usage.
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May 7

Curbside Collaboration

Shaping the Clean Energy

For years, Detroit was the largest American city without a citywide curbside
recycling program. That dubious distinction ended in 2014 when the City expanded
its curbside pilot program to every single-family home in Detroit.
Still, the city’s recycling potential remains largely untapped. One major reason:
Detroiters who want to participate in curbside recycling must first pay $25 for a
64-gallon cart—a significant barrier for many families.
On Earth Day, MEC and our Zero Waste Detroit partners launched a fundraising
campaign to help Detroit families over that hurdle. Every penny raised on the secure
web page we created for the campaign was invested in a cart for someone who
indicated a desire to recycle and a need for help paying the fee.
“Twenty-five dollars might not sound like much, but a lot of folks in the city are
struggling to make ends meet, and anything non-essential just doesn’t make it into
the monthly budget,” said Sandra Turner-Handy, MEC community engagement
director and a lifelong Detroiter, in a press release announcing the initiative. “This
program allows anyone to play a role in Detroit’s transformation and re-energize
residents to take part in their hometown’s rebirth as a thriving, sustainable city.”
Fueled by coverage from the Detroit Free Press, this simple, straightforward effort
raised enough money to purchase 97 recycling carts for Detroit families by the close
of 2015.
The donation page remains active and we’re still accepting donations. Partnering
with city officials, we’ve set a goal to ensure everyone who wants a cart has a
cart. You can help us reach that goal by making a contribution at donatenow.
networkforgood.org/bearecyclinghero.
Your gift will not only help conserve natural resources and energy, but will also
contribute to better air quality in Detroit by diverting recyclable material away from
trash incineration. Detroit is home to one of the country’s largest waste incinerators,
and it’s a major source of air pollution and foul odors.

Conversation

As Lansing thawed out from the frigid
winter of 2015, the long-simmering
debate about rewriting Michigan’s
energy policy rose to a boil under the
Capitol dome.
With our 2008 clean energy laws
set to plateau at the end of the year,
policymakers had put forth several
visions of the state’s energy future.
On May 7, the House Energy Policy
Committee held a hearing on a package
introduced by Rep. Aric Nesbitt, the
committee’s Republican chair, which
would turn back the clock on the carbon
reduction, economic development and
cost savings Michigan has achieved
since 2008. For instance, the bills would
repeal the state’s energy efficiency
standard and reclassify hazardous
waste materials like scrap tires and
railroad ties as “renewable” fuels.
MEC Policy Director James Clift and
Energy Program Director Sarah Mullkoff
were offered a rare opportunity to give
a 15-minute presentation on behalf
of the environmental community—
an unusually long time allotment.
They walked the committee through
a powerful, data-driven case for
accelerating deployment of energy
efficiency and renewable power
technologies in Michigan, noting that:
• Energy costs have shifted recently
from large industrial users onto the
backs of Michigan families, who pay
some of the highest residential rates
in the country;
• Renewable power is rapidly becoming
more affordable and, unlike fossil
fuels, provides price stability that
protects ratepayers from cost
spikes; and
• Innovative ideas—such as timeof-day pricing, which uses market
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

forces to rein in energy
use—can help to control
costs and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

DETROIT

The May 7 hearing was
just one important milestone
during a year in which energy
reform was a top-tier issue in Lansing. In July, Sens. Mike Nofs and John Proos, the
chair and vice chair of the Energy and Technology Committee, introduced a pair of
bills that would eliminate the state’s successful renewable energy standard, end
energy efficiency programs by 2019 and gut the net-metering program that ensures
homeowners are fairly compensated for electricity they generate with rooftop solar
or other on-site renewables.
When Senator Nofs held three weeks of testimony in August on his proposal
and amendments to it, MEC and allies again packed the hearing room for every
session. Drawing on data and arguments from our presentation in the House, Sarah
addressed bad ideas that had emerged over the course of the year. When she
finished her remarks, the audience broke into applause.
Around the same time, the Snyder administration’s recently created Michigan
Agency for Energy invited MEC to join its discussions of the energy policy overhaul.
These talks involved leaders of the state’s two largest utilities, representatives
from the Michigan Manufacturers Association and the Michigan Chamber of
Commerce, and MEC. James Clift was the only member of the environmental
community to participate in the discussion, a sign of MEC’s reputation as a trusted
source of policy expertise and the go-to group for insights from Michigan’s
environmental community.
Parallel to Michigan’s energy discussion, but increasingly intertwined with it as the
year went on, was the development of the federal Clean Power Plan. In September,
about a month after the Obama administration finalized the plan—which sets limits
on carbon pollution from power plants—the Snyder administration announced it
would comply with the new rule by developing a state plan for Michigan, rather than
following the one-size-fits-all federal compliance plan.
As summer turned to fall, the House resumed hearings on Chairman Nesbitt’s
bills. Thanks in large part to MEC and our allies—and to the generous supporters
who gave us the resources to stay focused on energy policy over the long haul—it
became clear that Nesbitt’s bills, although muscled through the committee, had
virtually no chance of passing on the House floor.
Michigan’s energy future remained uncertain as 2015 drew to a close.
Unfortunately, that meant our renewable standard was allowed to level off at 10
percent, and lawmakers failed to provide the regulatory certainty needed to drive
continued clean-energy investments in our state. On the bright side, MEC and our
partners were able to hold the line and prevent the passage of dangerous bills that
could have quashed our clean-energy industry and cost ratepayers millions on our
electricity bills.
We will keep up the pressure for a smart energy plan in 2016. With the support
of generous friends like you, we are confident we can get legislation passed that
protects our environment and the pocketbooks of Michigan families.
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• On Earth Day 2015, MEC and our
Zero Waste Detroit partners launched
an online donation program to
boost participation in Motown’s
relatively new citywide curbside
recycling program. Every penny of
the donations goes to cover the $25
cost for a recycling cart—a significant
hurdle for many families struggling
to make ends meet. By year’s end,
the program—which will continue as
long as there’s a need—had provided
carts for nearly 100 households.
• Sandra Turner-Handy, MEC’s
community engagement director
and a lifelong Detroiter, continued
her leadership of a project that
challenges Denby High School
students to confront their city’s
challenges and opportunities,
envision a more prosperous future
and get their hands dirty making
that vision a reality. In 2015 Sandra
worked with school leaders to
expand the Denby project, which
initially focused on the senior
class, to include grades 9-12. She
also led students and engaged
community members in cleaning
up neighborhood blight; growing
and marketing fresh produce; and
turning an abandoned playfield into
a community green space that, when
complete, will include basketball and
volleyball courts, a performing arts
pavilion with solar panels and rain
catchment system to irrigate a fruit
orchard, and other amenities. The
project is one reason why, for the
second year in a row, 90 percent of
the school’s seniors earned a diploma
in 2015, putting Denby about 20
percent ahead of Detroit’s overall
graduation rate.
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June 10

Coast-to-Coast Rail
Gathers Steam

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

TRANSPORTATION
• MEC’s passionate, persistent advocacy was instrumental
in securing an important silver lining in the
disappointing transportation funding package passed
in November: While the plan won’t solve the deep
challenges (and potholes) facing Michigan’s roads and
bridges, it includes the first structural funding increase
for public transit since 1987. The funding plan will
generate $55 million a year for transit projects, along
with $6.5 million for trails and waterways.
• Transportation Policy Associate Liz Treutel Callin spent
much of the summer on the road, leading public-input
sessions on the proposed Coast-to-Coast Passenger
Rail Project. Liz heard from 575 enthusiastic business
leaders, economic developers and other residents
in comments on this MEC-led effort to re-establish
passenger rail connections between Detroit, Ann Arbor,
Lansing, Grand Rapids and Holland, among other stops.
A ridership and cost estimate study was set for release
in early 2016.
• MEC’s commitment to improving transit in Metro Detroit
continued in 2015 when we shouldered a leadership
role in the ongoing effort to ensure the Regional Transit
Authority has the financial support it needs to deliver on
the transformative power of 21st century transportation.
Our team played a major role in building the legislative
support to establish the RTA in 2012, a victory that
followed more than 20 failed attempts spanning
four decades.
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For years, MEC has been a leading
proponent of expanding passenger
rail options in Michigan. Back in the
summer of 2010, we held meetings
all over the state to learn what
Michiganders wanted in a rail system—
part of an outreach effort the Michigan
Department of Transportation asked
us to lead to help shape the State Rail
Plan. One message we heard loud and
clear during those public engagement
events was that people want to get
from Detroit to Grand Rapids by train.
The MEC-led Coast-to-Coast
passenger rail project aims to meet
that demand while knitting together
Michigan’s largest population centers
and reconnecting our coasts. We see
the planned service as a way to:
• Provide workers access to
jobs along the corridor and make
their commutes more pleasant
and productive;
• Ignite innovation by providing
a conduit for new partnerships
between the world-class medical

June 12
centers, colleges and universities along
its tracks;
• Breathe new life into our centers of
arts and entertainment by giving
out-of-town visitors a reliable and
relaxing way to reach new cultural
experiences; and
• Help Michigan attract and retain more
of the talented workers the state
needs to prosper in the future.
Eleven local governments,
economic development agencies and
other organizations that share our vision
showed their support by providing
matching funds for a ridership and
cost estimate study of the Coast-toCoast service.
When Transportation Policy Associate
Liz Treutel Callin hit the road in the
summer to hear what Michiganders
thought about the idea—beginning
with a June 10 gathering in Lansing—
the turnout was impressive. As project
manager for the federally funded study,
Liz held 16 public meetings in towns
along the route. In those meetings and
through an online forum, we heard
from 575 people who want to see

Coast-to-Coast rail become reality. They
told us what they considered most
important, from frequency of service
and connections to other modes of
transportation, to the price of tickets
and the availability of free Wi-Fi.
What we heard in those meetings
echoed what Michiganders told us
during the 2010 forums: They want
more transportation options and are
excited about the possibility of taking a
train across Michigan. One Ann Arbor
business owner told us the Coast-toCoast service could enable him to
open a new office in Grand Rapids,
and said better transportation options
are critical as he seeks to attract
talented employees.
In addition to helpful insights from
residents of communities along the
route, the summer listening tour also
generated substantial media coverage,
from major dailies to local TV news and
small-town papers. The publicity helped
the Coast-to-Coast project build a
head of steam, and we’re confident the
momentum will only grow following the
2016 release of the ridership and cost
estimate study.
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Policy Picnic
A big part of the job at MEC is
sitting down with lawmakers to
educate them on environmental
issues, explain our support of or
opposition to their policy proposals or
work together to hash out solutions
we can agree on. More often, we
meet with their staff members—the
overworked, underpaid aides who
play an instrumental role in shaping
public policy. Having good working
relationships with those staffers is
essential if you want to get things
done in the Capitol.
To strengthen those relationships
and get to know staffers we haven’t
worked with before, MEC hosted
a series of “policy picnics” over the
summer, starting on June 12. Once a
month, we invited all legislative staff
to MEC headquarters (and told them
they could bring along the boss, if
they really wanted to), where we fired
up the grill, prepared some tasty
meals using local food, and sat down
to eat together.
The policy picnics were a fun and
informal way to get to know legislative
staffers, and they helped to grow
MEC’s reputation as a resource for
lawmakers and their aides. We’ve had
richer discussions with legislative staff
since seeing them at our picnics, and
in some cases they’ve reached out to
us for policy insights after meeting
us for the first time over (locally
produced, sustainably raised) burgers
and brats.
We look forward to building new
relationships—and deepening those
we established in 2015—at future
policy picnics.

June 20

Detroit’s Future Unfolds at Denby
For the second year in a row, more
than 90 percent of Denby High seniors
received a diploma at the school’s June
20, 2015 graduation ceremony. That
put Denby at nearly 20 percent above
Detroit’s overall graduation rate.
Such an achievement—in a blightwracked part of the city still waiting to
feel ripples from the wave of investment
and development downtown—is a credit
to hardworking Denby students, their
families and the school’s dedicated
teachers and administrators. It’s also a
sign of success for an MEC-led initiative
at Denby that challenges and empowers
students to confront their city’s
struggles, envision a more prosperous
future and engage community members
in building a better neighborhood.
The project began in the 2013-2014
academic year with a partnership

between the school and the team
charged with implementing the Detroit
Future City (DFC) strategic plan, which
aims to stabilize neighborhoods,
repurpose vacant land and put more
Detroiters to work, among other goals.
Lifelong Detroiter and MEC Community
Engagement Director Sandra TurnerHandy helped to get the collaboration
rolling and has been instrumental in
its success.
The Denby project weaves the DFC
framework into coursework, forcing the
students to take a hard look at their city
and the role they can play in reviving it.
Each senior is required to prepare—and
defend before a panel of judges—a
capstone project in which they analyzed
the DFC plan and proposed their own
solutions to blight, unemployment and
other problems plaguing the city.
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The work goes beyond simply
proposing solutions; students are
expected to roll up their sleeves and
do the work. They have led community
cleanup days, boarded up vacant
buildings and successfully petitioned
the city to demolish a dangerous
vacant apartment building across from
the school. They’ve also established
a community tool-share program
for landscaping and maintenance
projects. And in 2015, Denby students
made significant progress in restoring
the Skinner Playfield, a vacant piece
of parkland adjacent to the school.
When complete, it will be a community
gathering place with a new playscape,
basketball and volleyball courts, a
performing arts stage and shaded
places to sit and relax, along with raised
garden beds and a fruit orchard.
These implementation projects are
intentionally tied back to the classroom.
For example, the vegetable garden is
providing students a practical education
in food systems. They learn not only
the art and science of growing fruits
and vegetables, but also the principles
and skills of marketing, pricing, selling,
packaging and distribution. Likewise,
students employ math, science and
engineering skills to design and build
structures for the Skinner Playfield
renovation. They’re also learning about
forestry, green infrastructure and best
practices in stormwater management.
In 2015 Sandra and Denby
administrators created a new curriculum
that expands the project from seniorsonly to include grades 9-12. Eventually,
we hope to see the Denby model
adopted at other schools across the city
to give young Detroiters the tools and
inspiration they need to take pride in
restoring their neighborhoods and take
ownership of their city’s future.

June 24

Party with a
Purpose

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

The Environmental Awards
Celebration MEC hosts each
spring or summer is always a
large and cheerful gathering,
but we’ve never had a crowd
as big as the one that came
out to honor the work of Andy
Buchsbaum and Bill Craig at
the 17th edition of our annual
event.
Buchsbaum—who took
2015 Helen and William Milliken Distinguished Service Award
home the Helen and William
honoree Andy Buchsbaum with MEC President Chris Kolb.
Milliken Distinguished Service
Award—is an architect of
the most significant Great
Lakes protection policies in
recent decades and a legal
expert in holding polluters
accountable. He co-founded
and for eight years co-chaired
the Healing Our Waters –
Great Lakes Coalition, the
leading nongovernmental
force behind the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative, which
has brought more than $2
billion in improvements
to the region’s ecosystem.
Buchsbaum also was a
2015 Petoskey Prize for Environmental Leadership honoree Bill
lead negotiator of the 2008
Craig with MEC President Chris Kolb.
Great Lakes Compact, which
protects the lakes from harmful water diversions.
Craig, winner of the Petoskey Prize for Environmental Leadership, has been a driving
force behind efforts to restore the Rouge River, Michigan’s most developed watershed.
He’s chaired the group working toward removing the river from a list of Great Lakes
toxic hotspots; coordinated a cleanup site during the Rouge Rescue cleanup event
since 1988; and has served for 25 years as president of the Holliday Nature Preserve
Association, among other volunteer roles. Bill also has developed guidelines—now
followed by other watershed groups, and even the State of Michigan—for when to
remove, move or even add woody debris to maintain a healthy stream environment.
Guests and sponsors of our annual event provide crucial support that enables
MEC to achieve positive change at the Capitol. Not only that—toasting two deserving
honorees and gathering with so many generous friends and supporters also renews
our commitment and reenergizes our efforts to protect Michigan’s environment and
distinct quality of life.
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CONSERVATION

• In January, Gov. Rick Snyder vetoed
anti-science Senate Bill 78, which
would have blocked state agencies
from designating land to protect
biological diversity. His veto letter
borrowed language MEC had used
during our two-year effort to block
the bill.
• Brad Garmon, our director of
conservation and emerging issues,
led a diverse team of researchers
and advocates in a state-funded
project to bring sound science to
the management of Michigan’s
globally rare coastal sand dunes.
In May 2015, we published a report
that included the first GIS mapping
of our dunes, ecological models
to assess the environmental
impact of development in the
dunes, and a review of policy
options for managing these worldclass treasures.
• Brad took on new duties in 2015
in his role as a member of the
18-member body charged with
advising the Department of Natural
Resources on management of the
106,000-acre Pigeon River Country
State Forest, the largest continuous
tract of public land in the Lower
Peninsula. He became chair of the
group’s education and engagement
committee, and led research
efforts to guide development of
a new discovery center that will
inspire Michiganders to explore,
appreciate and protect the area
lovingly—and appropriately—
called the Big Wild.
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July 28

Getting Strategic About Michigan’s Water
News coverage in 2015 made it clear
that our state’s policies don’t always
give Michigan’s fresh water the respect
it deserves. Stories about aging oil
pipelines in the Straits of Mackinac and
proposals to allow high-risk commercial
fish farming in the Great Lakes paint
a picture of a state that takes its
incredible water resources for granted.
And the human tragedy in Flint points
to our state’s failure to invest in the
infrastructure needed to provide clean
drinking water.
While it didn’t generate as many
headlines as those stories, Michigan also
took an important step in 2015 toward
elevating water to its proper place in
our public policy. Over the summer, the
state’s Office of the Great Lakes—part

of the Department of Environmental
Quality—released a 30-year plan entitled
Sustaining Michigan’s Water Heritage:
A Strategy for the Next Generation.
It’s a comprehensive and far-reaching
vision articulating the value and role of
Michigan’s precious water resources.
Brad Garmon, MEC’s director of
conservation and emerging issues, was
one of a few experts asked to serve on
a special “Water Cabinet” to help the
state define the issues and shape the
strategy over the course of several years.
He didn’t let up when the published
final draft was released. In addition to
suggesting changes, Brad also used
the MEC blog to highlight 10 surprising
facts included in the water strategy that
Michigan residents ought to consider.

(One eye-catching example: At least
130,000 septic systems statewide are
likely failing and discharging as much as
31 million gallons of sewage per day.)
Brad also worked to ensure that
Michiganders had an opportunity to
weigh in on the plan. When some of
MEC’s partners noticed that the state’s
schedule for outreach on the water
strategy didn’t include any public
meetings in Detroit, Brad worked with
the Erb Family Foundation, the Alliance
for the Great Lakes and the Sierra
Club to organize a town hall event in
the city. It was a big success: More
than 75 people came to the meeting,
making it the best-attended of
the state’s outreach events on
the strategy.

doodle with sidewalk chalk or just
have a seat and enjoy the summer
day. MEC’s parklet—a campsite with
shade trees, canoe, camp chairs and
a fireplace where visitors could roast
marshmallows—caught the eye of local
reporters, who ran photos and quotes
from our staff in the next day’s news.
The event was just one part of a
Lansing placemaking partnership
through which many of the leading

statewide organizations that call
downtown Lansing home, like MEC, are
working with state and local agencies
to reclaim more of the city sidewalks
and streets for people. The group
has bigger aspirations that include
shrinking streets through the use of
“road diets,” turning one-way streets
back into two-ways, and eventually
adding more shopping and eateries
along Capitol Avenue.

July 28-29

A Walk in the Park(let)
Building walkable, bikeable, thriving
communities—long an MEC priority—
takes a lot of work. Most days, it’s no
picnic. But once in a while, it quite
literally is a picnic.
In late July, MEC joined the Michigan
Municipal League and other placemaking
advocates in a fun event to start the
conversation about making downtown
Lansing’s Capitol Avenue—a six-lane,
one-way street clearly designed for cars
and not for people—more attractive,
vibrant and pedestrian-friendly. Given
its high visibility to the policymakers who
cross it nearly every day, Capitol Avenue
is not only an opportunity to create more
attractive and functional public space in
Lansing, but also a showpiece that could
influence statewide policies.
For two days, one driving lane and
one parking lane were closed to traffic
and transformed into several ‘parklets’
where passersby could play ping pong,
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August 18

September 28

The 70-plus member groups that
make up MEC keep us informed
on local environmental issues with
implications for statewide policy.
Their relationships with lawmakers
and influential community leaders
help us to drive the environmental
agenda in Lansing. And their
expertise on specific environmental
topics helps us speak with authority
at the Capitol.
Strong member groups make
a strong MEC. That’s why we work
together on funding proposals
and pass hundreds of thousands
of foundation grant dollars a year
to members and partners for
collaborative projects. It’s why we
have a member meeting each year
with policy updates and expert
speakers. And it’s why, on August 18,
we hosted a workshop for members,
called “The Art of Asking.”
Hosted by Cedric Richner—a
member of our board of directors,
a Certified Fund Raising Executive,
and president of the consulting
firm Richner & Richner—the free
workshop focused on one of the
most intimidating but important
aspects of nonprofit management:
asking another person for money in a
face-to-face setting.
More than two dozen
representatives of 14 member
groups gathered at MEC’s Lansing
office for the workshop and came
away with great information and an
invaluable chance to practice the art
of asking for financial support. These
opportunities are a win-win, building
capacity and relationships across
the state for the work we do in
the Capitol.

In September, the University of
Michigan released a long-awaited report
that provided a comprehensive review
of Michigan’s policy options regarding
fracking for natural gas and oil.
The impressive research project by
U-M’s Graham Sustainability Institute
enlisted experts, decision makers and
key stakeholders to outline fracking
policy options. MEC Policy Director
James Clift helped to shape the report
over the course of three years as part of
its advisory board.
The U-M report didn’t recommend
any specific course of action, but by
presenting a menu of options with pros
and cons, it provided a valuable guide to
improve state oversight.
Since the full report was a whopping
174 pages, James worked with fellow
advisory board member Grenetta
Thomassey—a member of MEC’s board
of directors and program director for
MEC member Tip of the Mitt Watershed
Council—to highlight sections

Art of Asking

Flagging Key Findings on Fracking
worthy of special consideration from
Michigan lawmakers and the Snyder
administration.
Some of the policy options James
and Grenetta flagged for decision
makers included:
• Increasing public notice when the
state proposes to lease oil and gas
drilling rights on public land;
• Prohibiting high-volume fracking
operations in watersheds of coldtransitional streams, which are
home to species very sensitive to
environmental change; and
• Requiring drilling companies to
purchase liability insurance to protect
taxpayers from cleanup costs.
Although fracking activity has slowed
due to low oil and gas prices, we
continue to engage with the Snyder
administration to make sure Michigan
is prepared when prices rebound and
drillers return.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

ENERGY

• MEC added a rooftop solar array to our Lansing property in April, which will offset
11 percent of our electricity use and save us $400 a year. Eventually, we plan to add
another 35 panels.
• Our energy policy staff members were given a rare 15-minute time slot at a May
House Energy Policy Committee meeting to present a powerful, data-driven case for
accelerating energy efficiency and renewable power deployment in Michigan.
• Our solid reputation in Lansing as policy experts continued to earn MEC seats at the
most important tables for Michigan’s energy future. For instance, when the Agency
for Energy convened a high-level meeting to discuss an energy policy overhaul, Policy
Director James Clift was the lone environmental voice in a room with utility executives,
the Michigan Manufacturers Association and the Michigan Chamber of Commerce.
• While 2015 ended without the hoped-for passage of comprehensive energy legislation,
MEC and allies were able to hold the line and beat back dangerous provisions—such as
labeling scrap tires and other hazardous waste as “renewable” fuels—that could have
quashed our clean-energy industry and cost ratepayers millions on our electricity bills.
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October 21

Flint Task Force
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

WATER

• MEC’s Brad Garmon was among the experts tapped to advise the
state’s Office of the Great Lakes on its 30-year water strategy for
Michigan, released in July. Concerned that some Michiganders
might not have an opportunity to weigh in on the plan, Brad
proposed and organized a public meeting in Detroit that drew 75
passionate participants—the largest gathering during the state’s
listening tour for the water strategy.
• Policy Director James Clift served on the advisory board of a
University of Michigan report on fracking for gas and oil, which
was released in September. On our Michigan Distilled blog,
James worked with fellow advisory board member Grenetta
Thomassey—a member of MEC’s board of directors and program
director for MEC member Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council—to
highlight policy options worthy of special consideration from
decision makers.
• In October, Gov. Snyder appointed MEC President Chris Kolb to
serve as co-chair of the Flint Water Advisory Task Force, charged
with investigating the city’s drinking water crisis and making
recommendations to prevent similar catastrophes. The group’s
preliminary report led to the December resignations of the
director of the Department of Environmental Quality and the
DEQ spokesman.
• A focus of our water program in 2015 was beating back plans
to allow commercial fish farms in Michigan’s Great Lakes
waters. Working with allies and led by Deputy Policy Director
Sean Hammond, we generated significant news coverage to
bring public awareness to this major threat to our fresh water,
including an October op-ed in the Detroit Free Press.
• MEC played a major role throughout 2015 in efforts to prevent
a catastrophic oil spill from Enbridge’s Line 5 pipeline in the
Mackinac Straits. As a member of the Oil and Water Don’t Mix
campaign, we worked to make the pipeline a prominent issue
in the media, and contributed to efforts that led the state to
establish an advisory board that is now coordinating a study of
alternatives to the pipeline.
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In early October 2015—after
spending months dismissing expert
warnings and assuring residents
that Flint’s water was safe to drink—
Michigan officials acknowledged
that corrosive water had leached
lead into the city’s drinking supply,
exposing children and families to the
toxic metal. By mid-October, officials
admitted that the state had failed to
implement corrosion control measures
when the city’s drinking water source
was switched from Detroit to the
Flint River.
These revelations triggered
international news coverage that only
grew more intense as the year came to
a close. They also led Gov. Rick Snyder
to announce on Oct. 21 that he was
convening an independent task force
to review what had gone wrong and
propose policy guidelines to make sure
nothing like it happens in Michigan
again. In a sign of the organization’s
strong reputation among policymakers,
Snyder appointed MEC President
Chris Kolb to serve as co-chair of the
advisory group.

October 29

Fighting Great Lakes Fish Farms
Chris and his fellow task force
members spent the rest of the year
poring over government documents,
interviewing regulators and researchers,
examining emails and piecing together
the failures that led to the tragedy in
Flint. Their work was ongoing as the year
wound down, but before it ended they
had learned enough—and considered
the situation urgent enough—to issue
an interim report and recommendations
to the governor.
“We believe the primary responsibility
for what happened in Flint rests with the
Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality (MDEQ),” the task force wrote
to the governor on Dec. 29. “Although
many individuals and entities at
state and local levels contributed to
creating and prolonging the problem,
MDEQ is the government agency
that has responsibility to ensure safe
drinking water in Michigan. It failed in
that responsibility and must be held
accountable for that failure.”
The same day, Gov. Snyder
accepted the resignation of Dan Wyant
as MDEQ director.

Our beloved Great Lakes already face
too many threats—toxic algae blooms,
invasive species and aging oil pipelines,
to name a few—so even MEC’s grizzled
veteran staff members were surprised
by a major push to allow factory fish
farming along Michigan’s coasts.
Multiple companies approached state
regulators in 2015 with proposals to site
fish farms in the Great Lakes. Though
they promised just a handful of jobs and
would put the lakes’ ecology and water
quality at serious risk, these proposals
received a warm welcome in the Capitol.
While Ontario allows some
commercial aquaculture in the Great
Lakes, Michigan never has. And with
good reason: A salmon farm with
200,000 fish generates about as much
waste as a city of 65,000 people, but
without a sewage treatment plant. At
least one Ontario aquaculture operation
was shut down for the huge volume of
pollution it produced, and even a decade
later, a survey of the site still found an
oxygen-starved “dead zone.”
On Oct. 29, the Detroit Free Press
published an op-ed by MEC President
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Chris Kolb, Bryan Burroughs of Michigan
Trout Unlimited and Dan Eichinger of
Michigan United Conservation Clubs,
outlining why Great Lakes aquaculture
would be all risk and no reward for
our state.
The piece noted that Michigan’s
environmental and conservation
communities support aquaculture
done the right way: with contained
systems on land that recycle their water
and are totally separated from our rivers
and lakes.
“But the Great Lakes are a different
story,” the op-ed said. “They belong to
all of us, and no private interest should
transfer the risks of their business
venture to the citizens of this state and
the future generations who will inherit
our natural resources.”
Our concerns were validated by
reports issued by a state science panel
the same week our op-ed was published.
The reports showed not only that
disease outbreaks, nutrient pollution
from fish waste and interbreeding with
wild fish are real risks, but also that
proposed fish farms would only create
44 jobs—at best. For context, Michigan’s
sport fishery alone—just one of many
Great Lakes-dependent industries that
fish farming could jeopardize—supports
38,000 jobs and is valued at $4 billion.
Fortunately, after discussions with
MEC, Sen. Rick Jones (R-Grand Ledge)
proposed an outright ban on Great
Lakes factory fish farms. He was joined
by Rep. Jon Bumstead (R-Newaygo). As
2015 came to a close, we were lining
up support for these bills and working
to educate policymakers and the public
about the dangers of commercial
aquaculture in the Great Lakes.
We are confident MEC and our allies
will secure a major win on this issue in
2016 for our treasured freshwater.
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November 10

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

HEALTH
• Since the Michigan Alliance for Lead
Safe Homes formed in 2010, MEC
and coalition partners have secured
the first significant state funding
for cleanups in lead-contaminated
homes. Thanks to persistent advocacy
led by Health Policy Director Tina
Reynolds, in 2015 we secured $1.75
million in the state budget for lead
cleanups—for the second consecutive
year—despite major belt-tightening in
other areas of the budget.
• Throughout 2015 MEC was the lead
voice opposing a dangerous plan by
the Department of Environmental
Quality to deregulate air emissions
of some 500 toxic chemicals. Among
other efforts, we educated journalists
about the proposal, published an oped in the Detroit News and gathered
online petition signatures from more
than 2,000 concerned residents. We
kept the pressure up through the end
of the year, with a decision from DEQ
set for early 2016.

Progress for Public Transit
After years of debate, including a parade of dead-end bills and a ballot proposal
that took a beating in May, Gov. Snyder finally signed a transportation funding
package into law on Nov. 10.
Critics rightly noted that the measures won’t solve the deep challenges (and
potholes) facing Michigan’s roads and bridges. But despite justifiable disappointment,
there were a few bright spots worth highlighting.
• Thanks to the persistent advocacy of MEC and our allies, the final package
provides the first structural funding increase for public transit since 1987. The
Comprehensive Transportation Fund will see $35 million in new funding beginning
in 2016. The new revenue will continue to grow through 2021, when the increase
levels off at $54.6 million per year—a 22 percent increase over 2015 funding levels.
• The Department of Natural Resources recreation fund, which supports trails and
waterways, will receive an additional $6.5 million per year by 2021.
• The Senate’s Detroit caucus included a provision in the final bill package that allows
the city to allocate up to 20 percent of its local road money to transit. The nearly
100,000 daily riders of the underfunded DDOT bus system could see more relief if
Detroit takes advantage of that option.
The new funding will have a big impact on our state’s transit systems. It means local
bus agencies will see a bump in their state support, which will likely yield more stable
funding for existing service. The added funds could also support expansions like the
$4.4 million funding increase for service expansions in the Ann Arbor area or larger
projects like the $40 million bus rapid transit line in Grand Rapids.
We hope these bright spots indicate that Michigan lawmakers are beginning to
understand the importance of supporting transit, trails and the rest of our complete
transportation system.

• MEC proudly joined parents, health
professionals and clean energy
advocates at the state Capitol in May
for the second annual Mama Summit,
a day of advocacy organized by the
Moms Clean Air Force to educate
lawmakers about how pollution
from coal-fired power plants causes
asthma and other health problems
for Michigan children. Health Policy
Director Tina Reynolds and Energy
Program Director Sarah Mullkoff
helped to organize the event, spoke at
a press conference and led meetings
with legislators.

14

December 7

We’re Not Guinea Pigs
On Dec. 7, a gray, chilly day in
Lansing, MEC Policy Director James
Clift stepped up to the microphone at
the front of a nearly empty room in
the basement of a state office building
and delivered a simple message to
Department of Environmental Quality
officials: Michigan residents are not
guinea pigs.
It was the only public meeting on a
state plan to deregulate air emissions
of some 500 toxic chemicals. For
more than a year leading up to it,
MEC had sounded the alarm about
the plan in news stories, op-eds,
social media and meetings with
decision makers. James was the only
environmental voice in the room to
oppose the policy change. Aside from
one independent citizen, the only
other testimony came from a lobbyist
for manufacturers in support of
the plan.
The draft policy would deregulate
about 250 chemicals that have not
been tested for their health impacts.
Michigan’s current regulations
protect public health by assuming any
chemical whose effects are unknown
is very toxic, and only allows them to
be emitted in relatively small amounts.
Without testing, state regulators can’t
say with any certainty that these
chemicals don’t cause cancer.
Also concerning is the proposed
deregulation of roughly 250 chemicals
that are known to be toxic, though
not linked to cancer. A chemical’s
human health impact is a function
of both its toxicity and the quantity
emitted. The proposal eliminates
quantity from that equation.
Despite the public outcry rallied
by MEC—including more than

2,000 online petition signatures
we gathered urging DEQ to drop
the proposed rule change—the
department went ahead with its plan
anyway. When we saw the state’s
schedule for gathering public input on
the plan didn’t include any meetings
in Southeast Michigan—where
heavy industry is concentrated and
residents are most at risk from the
proposed increase in toxic pollution—
we called on the department to hold
a meeting in Detroit. We even offered
to organize the meeting and pay for it.
The department declined our offer.
As MEC’s Chris Kolb wrote—with
co-author Guy Williams, president
and CEO of Detroiters Working for
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Environmental Justice—in a Detroit
News op-ed on Dec. 4,
[T]he department’s plan for
gathering input on the proposed
deregulation does not include
any public meetings in Southeast
Michigan—the state’s most
populous region, and one with serious
air quality concerns. We
find that outrageous.
At the close of 2015, MEC was
still doggedly opposing this illconceived rule change. We have no
intention of backing off one bit until
we can report a victory for public
health in 2016.
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MEC member groups:
making an impact across Michigan
The work of Michigan Environmental Council member organizations is broad and deep. Individuals across the state—as
members of local and regional conservation and environmental action organizations, faith-based groups, and state chapters
of national organizations—focus their time and efforts on clean air and water, conservation, public health, climate change,
protecting wildlife, and preserving Michigan’s beautiful lakes, rivers and forests.
Their organizations join Michigan Environmental Council for many reasons, but at the top of the list is our leadership in
the Capitol. We provide representation of environmental and conservation concerns at meetings, hearings and workgroup
discussions with the Governor’s Office, State Legislature, state agencies like the Departments of Natural Resources,
Environmental Quality, Agriculture, and Transportation. We provide a collective voice in State Capitol policy debates for
our members. When we speak to legislators or testify at committee hearings they know we carry the clout of Michigan’s
environmental community.
4 Towns Citizen Action Team
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Alliance to Halt Fermi 3
Anglers of the Au Sable
Arab Community Center for Economic
and Social Services (ACCESS)
Au Sable River Watershed Committee
Center for Automotive Research —
Automotive Communities Partnership

Friends of the Jordan River
Watershed, Inc.

Michigan Nature Association

Friends of the Rouge

Michigan Organic Food and
Farm Alliance

Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and
Chippewa Indians
Great Lakes Mediation
Groundwork Center for
Resilient Communities
Huron River Watershed Council

Michigan Nurses Association

Michigan Recycling Coalition
Michigan Trails and
Greenways Alliance
Michigan Trout Unlimited
Michigan Waterfront Alliance

Citizens for Alternatives to
Chemical Contamination

Kalamazoo Environmental Council
Kalamazoo River Cleanup Coalition

Mid-Michigan Environmental
Action Council

Citizens for Oil-Free Backyards

Kalamazoo River Watershed Council

Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance

Citizens’ Climate Lobby —
Michigan Clean Water Fund

Lapeer Land Conservancy

Muskegon Save Our Shoreline

CLEARCorps/Detroit

League of Michigan Bicyclists

NAACP — Michigan State Conference

League of Women Voters of Michigan
Legacy Land Conservancy

Northern Michigan Environmental
Action Council

Liaison for Inter-Neighborhood
Cooperation

Preserve the Dunes
Scenic Michigan

Lone Tree Council

Sierra Club, Michigan Chapter

Michigan Association of
Railroad Passengers

Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary

Dwight Lydell Chapter of the Izaak
Walton League of America

Michigan Audubon Society

Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy

East Michigan Environmental
Action Council

Michigan Botanical Club
Michigan Citizens Against
Toxic Substances

Southeast Michigan Land
Conservancy

Clinton River Watershed Council
Concerned Citizens of
Acme Township
ConservAmerica Education Fund
Detroit Audubon Society
Detroit RiverFront Conservancy

Ecology Center
Environmentally Concerned Citizens
of South Central Michigan
Friends of the Au Gres —
Rifle Watershed
Friends of the Cedar River Watershed
Friends of the Detroit River

Stewardship Network

Michigan Coalition on the
Environment and Jewish Life

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council

Michigan Energy Options
Michigan Interfaith Power and Light

Upper Peninsula Environmental
Coalition

Michigan Land Trustees

Voices for Earth Justice

Michigan League of Conservation
Voters Education Fund

West Michigan Environmental
Action Council
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Transportation Riders United

Who We Are
2015 Board of Directors
Chris Kolb, President
Michigan Environmental Council
Christine Green, Chair
At-Large Member
Christopher Graham, Secretary
Michigan Natural Areas Council
Keith Cooley, Treasurer (as of 4/15)
At-Large Member
Phil Roos, Treasurer (through 4/15)
At-Large Member
Lisa Brush, Vice Chair
Stewardship Network
Alexander (Sandy) Lipsey, Vice Chair
At-Large Member
Terry Miller, Vice Chair
Lone Tree Council
Rick Bunch
At-Large Member
Bryan Burroughs
Michigan Trout Unlimited

Our Staff in 2015
Chris Kolb, President & CEO

Sarah Mullkoff,
Energy Program Director

Rachel Hood
West Michigan Environmental
Action Council

Judy Bearup, Office/Building Manager
& Assistant to the President
James Clift, Policy Director

Elizabeth Treutel Callin, Policy Associate

Tyler Nickerson
At-Large Member

Andy Draheim, Director of
Finance & Development

Sandra Turner-Handy,
Community Engagement Director

Cedric Richner III
At-Large Member

Elizabeth Fedorchuk, Editor

Laura Rubin
Huron River Watershed Council
Jack Schmitt
Michigan League of Conservation
Voters Education Fund

Brad Garmon, Director of
Conservation & Emerging Issues
Sean Hammond,
Deputy Policy Director

Tina Reynolds, Health Policy Director

Affiliated Staff
Melanie Berkowitz, Zero Waste Detroit
Outreach & Education Organizer

Kate Madigan, Northern Michigan
Representative & Energy Specialist

Grenetta Thomassey
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council

Laurel Burchfield, Transportation for
Michigan Coordinator

Rebecca McAndrews, Assistant to the
Director of Finance & Development

Elle Getschman, Transportation for
Michigan Fellow

Yvonne White
NAACP — Michigan State Conference

Andrew McGlashen,
Communications Director

Ahmina Maxey, Zero Waste Detroit
Organizer (through 9/15)
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Supporters help MEC
seize the moments that matter
This report provides a wide-angle
snapshot of one year’s work at the
Michigan Environmental Council.
If we could zoom out, we’d see
that 2015 was just one sliver in the
panoramic sweep of three and a half
decades of environmental progress
made possible by our generous and
dependable supporters.
And if we could zoom in, we’d see
that even the smallest details are an
indispensible part of the big picture—
that you can often trace major
environmental victories back
to the briefest moments. We’re
grateful to friends like you for
helping us turn those moments into
lasting change.

Maybe it’s a casual question over
breakfast with a State Senator that
reveals an unexpected passion for one
of our priority issues and ultimately
brings about policy change. It could
be a compelling fact we mention
briefly in committee testimony that
reverberates in the Capitol and
changes the way policymakers view
an issue. Or maybe a business card
exchanged at our annual awards
event strikes up a powerful and
lasting partnership.
These everyday encounters can
add up to a big impact, but they would
never happen without our supporters.
Gifts from friends like you make it
possible for MEC’s talented staff

TOTAL REVENUE $2,213,253
Great Lakes
Endowment Support
$7,500 (0.3%)

Member Dues
$23,250 (1.1%)

Endowment Support
$152,611 (6.9%)

members to be at the table and create
those moments, day after day, month
after month, year after year. We can’t
thank you enough for putting us on
the clock.
Whether you supported MEC for
the first time in 2015 or have been
with us for most of the organization’s
lifespan, we hope you’ll take pride in
both the definitive victories that make
it into our annual reports and the
unheralded little steps that lay the
foundation for success.
And, most importantly, we look
forward to continuing our partnership
with you in building a future for
Michigan’s environment that is even
better than the past.

TOTAL EXPENSES $2,205,363

Interest and
Miscellaneous
$24,748 (1.1%)

Travel, Seminars and Events
$109,629 (5.0%)
Office Expenses
$134,720 (6.1%)

Events
$125,312 (5.7%)

MEC Energy Policy
Passthrough
$352,535 (16.0%)

Annual Giving
$97,986 (4.4%)

Non-Member
Sub-Grant
Contractors
$190,420 (8.6%)

Grant Support
$1,781,846
(80.5%)

MEC Payments to
Member Organizations
$163,800 (7.4%)
Professional Fees
$125,412 (5.7%)
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Compensation
$1,128,847
(51.2%)

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS

For the 12 Months Ended December 31, 2015

December 31, 2015

UNRESTRICTED OPERATIONS

ASSETS

REVENUE
Grant Support
Annual Giving
Events
Endowment Support
Great Lakes Endowment Support
MEC Action Fund Support
Member Dues
Interest and Miscellaneous
TOTAL REVENUE

Unrestricted Cash Assets
$342,596
Cash/Certificates of Deposit/Money Market $568,304
Grant Receivable
$253,000
Total Temporarily Restricted Assets
$821,304
Cash Held on Behalf of Others
$13,181
Unrestricted Property Net Assets
(Bldg & Equipment)
$508,873
Endowment Assets at Fair Market Value
$2,095,173
Action Fund Assets at Fair Market Value
$67,630
Prepaid Expense
$8,830
TOTAL ASSETS
$3,857,587

$1,781,846
$97,986
$125,312
$152,611
$7,500
$0
$23,250
$24,748
$2,213,253

EXPENSE
Compensation
Professional Fees
MEC Payments to Member Organizations
Non-Member Sub-Grant Contractors
MEC Energy Policy Passthrough
Office Expenses
Travel, Seminars and Events
TOTAL EXPENSE
UNRESTRICTED OPERATIONS
EXCESS REVENUE

$1,128,847
$125,412
$163,800
$190,420
$352,535
$134,720
$109,629
$2,205,363
$7,890

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
TOTAL UNRESTRICTED LIABILITIES

TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED OPERATIONS
Awarded Grant Revenue
Endowment Giving
Endowment Net Earnings
Action Fund Giving
Action Fund Net Earnings
Transfers to Unrestricted Operations
TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED OPERATIONS
EXCESS REVENUE

$1,298,300
$0
–$17,436
$0
$1,499
-$1,497,705
-$215,342

DEDUCTIONS
Management Fees
Transfers to support MEC unrestricted activities
ENDING BALANCE

$6,151
$252,312
$67,630

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

$3,857,587

BEGINNING BALANCE
ADDITIONS
Transfers from MEC unrestricted net assets
Contributions: Cash
Contributions: Pledges
Earnings and Capital Appreciation

$0
$300,000
$1,601,890
$260,000
$1,004,594

DEDUCTIONS
Management Fees
$89,163
Transfers to support MEC unrestricted activities $982,148
ENDING BALANCE
$2,095,173

$0
$0
$175,800
$105,000
$45,293

$821,304
$2,095,173
$67,630
$321,143
$239,095
$560,238
$3,544,345

December 4, 2000 through December 31, 2015

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION FUND ACTIVITY

ADDITIONS
Transfers from MEC unrestricted net assets
Contributions: Cash
Contributions: Pledges
Earnings and Capital Appreciation

Total Temporary Restricted Net Assets
Total Endowment Net Assets
Total Action Fund Net Assets
Unrestricted Net Assets
Unrestricted Property Assets
Total Unrestricted Net Assets
TOTAL NET ASSETS

PERE MARQUETTE FUND
ENDOWMENT ACTIVITY

February 22, 2005 through December 31, 2015
BEGINNING BALANCE

$313,242
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THANK YOU FOR

Supporting Our Work in 2015
Grant Supporters

Americana Foundation
Cedar Tree Foundation
Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan
The Energy Foundation
The Fred A. & Barbara M. Erb
Family Foundation
Freshwater Future
John S. & James L. Knight
Foundation
The Joyce Foundation
The Kresge Foundation
The Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation
The Pierce Family Charitable
Foundation
Region 2 Planning Commission
Sally Mead Hands Foundation
Sisters, Servants of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary
State of Michigan

$5,000 & Above

Vivian Day & John Stroh III
Jerry & Eve Jung
Olson, Bzdok & Howard, P.C.
TOMRA North America
TruGreen

$2,500 – $4,999

Cherry Republic
Consumers Energy
Lois R. DeBacker
DTE Energy Company
Andrew Gillis
Betty Jo Kolb
Lana & Henry Pollack
Porter Family Foundation

$1,000 – $2,499

5 Lakes Energy LLC
Mark & Meg Alberts
Anglers of the Au Sable
Ann Arbor Area Community
Foundation James & Bonnie
Reece Charitable Fund
Joey Arbaugh
Larry Bell
BFK Foundation
Joan Binkow
BISSELL Inc.
Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Michigan
Bunyan Bryant & Jean Carlberg
Liesl Clark
Columbia Asset Management

Dale & Karen Dailey
Detroit RiverFront Conservancy
Steve & Judy Dobson
Sandy & Jerry Draheim
Susan S. Ford
Mr. & Mrs. William Clay Ford, Jr.
Frank B. & Virginia V.
Fehsenfeld Charitable
Foundation
Dale & Bruce Frankel
Glass Recyclers
Christopher & Elaine Graham
Christine & Philip Green
GreenStone Farm
Credit Services
Debra & John Griswold
Sheila & Steven Hamp
Paul & Nancy Hillegonds
John Hunting
Anthony Hurst
Indian Trails, Inc.
ITC Holdings Corp.
Judy Judd
Tom Kinnear
Chris Kolb & Ken Witherspoon
Martha & David Krehbiel
David & Louise Lutton
William & Sally Martin
Meijer
Michigan League of
Conservation Voters
Education Fund
Chris Milani –
Schupan Recycling
The Mosaic Foundation
(of R. & P. Heydon)
Coco & Roger Newton
Arthur Nusbaum
Evan Pratt
Public Sector Consultants
Richner & Richner, LLC
Phil Roos
Triford Foundation
Tom & Laura Trudeau
Marianne Udow-Phillips &
Bill Phillips
The University of Michigan
US Ecology
Rich & Susan Vander Veen
Tim Wadhams
Leonard & Margaret Weber

$500 – $999

Victor & Michelle Adamo
Essel & Menakka Bailey
Lisa & Jim Baker
Judy & Rich Bearup

Rosina Bierbaum
Janis Bobrin &
Michael Allemang
Kevin & Kristi Brown
Mary & Don Brown
Jonathan & Trudy Bulkley
Byrum Fisk Advocacy
Communications
John & Patricia Carver
James Clift & Wendi Tilden
Bill Craig
Charles & Patricia Cubbage
Martha Darling &
Gilbert Omenn
Jeannine LaPrad &
David Dickinson
Jean Doss Consulting
Shanna & Andy Draheim
Stephen & Janine Easter
Dusty Fancher & David Kletke
Elizabeth & Matt Fedorchuk
Joe & Beth Fitzsimmons
Molly Flanagan & Chris Grubb
Marty Fluharty
Jan Garfinkle &
Michael O’Donnell
Beverly Ghesquiere
Paul & Anne Glendon
Emily & Frank Gobright
Elizabeth Goodenough &
James Leaf
Laurie Goshorn
Cynthia Greig &
Richard Smith
Mayor George K. Heartwell
John Hieftje &
Kathryn Goodson
Mayor Mark Huizenga
JIFFY Mix
Drs. Mary & Kent Johnson
Rachel & Stephen Kaplan
Jeanie & Murray Kilgour
Alan & Jean Krisch
Lacks Enterprises, Inc.
Elaine Ludwig
James & Christina MacInnes
Katy Maiolatesi &
Andy McGlashen
Maner Costerisan
Robert Martel & Lisa Sessa
Olivia Maynard &
Olof Karlstrom
Pat & Carolyn McNamara
Michigan Trout Unlimited
Michigan United
Conservation Clubs
Midwest Strategy Group
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Muchmore Harrington Smalley
& Associates, Inc.
National Wildlife Federation
Thomas & Jill Newhouse
Dennis Pace & Anne Grofvert
Carol & Wade Peacock
Michael Penskar &
Maureen Martin
Petoskey Plastics
Kathy & Philip Power
Rochester Community Schools
— Stoney Creek High School
Bill & Marlene Thomas
Anna & Clayton Timmons
Elizabeth & Lyman Welch
Thomas Wilczak
Guy Williams
Tom & Anne Woiwode

$100 – $499

4 Towns Citizen Action Team
Porter & Anita Abbott
ACCESS
Carol & Carl Akerlof
Elisabeth & Dr. Rudi Ansbacher
John Austin
Shirley Axon
Catherine Ballard
Gretchen Barr
Richard & Nancy Barr
Stuart Batterman &
Gloria Mason
Margaret & Bradley Baxter
Lorne & Kathi Beatty
James Bergman &
Penny Hommel
Gordon Bieske &
James Veurink
Lauren Bigelow
Ilene & William Birge
Tom & Molly Bissonnette
Joyce Braithwaite-Brickley
Joel Brammeier
The Honorable
Elizabeth Brater
Mark Brewer
Linda L. Bruin
Lisa Brush
H. Michael Buhler
Frances Bull &
Stratton H. Bull, Jr.
Laurel Burchfield
Barbara & Albert Cain
Jean Campbell
James Campbell
Susan Geothel Campbell
Barbara Carr
Robert Carstens
Margaret Carter
Cascade Engineering

Cheryl Cassidy
Joan Chadde
Judith Kay Chase
Dick & Sue Chase
John Cherry & Pamela Faris
Kenneth Clark
Robert & Diane Collier
Michael & Janis Colman
Keith Cooley
John Covert
Richard & Penelope Crawford
David Crumrine
Paul & Carol Dahlmann
Richard Dalebout
Dana Debel & Howard Edelson
Rowena DeMio
Lisa Disch
Suzanne Dixon
Tracy Dobson
Mary Dobson
Marie Donigan
Mary Alice Dooley
Leo & Genevieve Dorr
Hon. Gretchen Driskell
James Dulzo
Gregory Eaton
Jeremy Emmi &
Karen Meagher
EQ - The Environmental
Quality Company
Cheryl Farmer
Claudine Farrand
Mike Farrell
Thomas & Carolyn Fehsenfeld
Tim & Tara Fischer
Penelope & Kenneth Fischer
Andy Buchsbaum &
Cathy Fleischer
Patrice Flower
Betsy Foote & Tom Gebhardt
Bruce Forni
Brad & Jennifer Garmon
Lois Gehring
Hon. James Giddings
Louis Glazer
Nancy & Larry Goldstein
George Googasian
Alice Gouvernayre
Susan Greenberg
Jim Gregart
Bob & Susan Grese
Laurine Griffin
David & Dottie Gubow
Kurt Guter
Stephen Hamilton
Gwen & John Handelman
Richard & Sandra Hansen
Kurt & Madelon Hassberger
Phillip & Lynne Heasley
Heidi & Steve Herrell

James Hewitt
Richard Horvitz
Hon. Marcia Hovey-Wright
Cheryl Howe
David Howell
Dohn & Sally Hoyle
Joseph Hudson
Edith Hurst
Sarah Szurpicki &
David Iannuzzi
Don Inman & Virginia Pierce
Dave Irish
Kyle & Win Irwin
Mitch Irwin
Mark & Cheryl Jenness
Peggy Johnson
Lynn Jondahl & Judy Martin
Ruth & Lawrence Jones
Larry Junck
Lois & Gordon Kane
Alan Katz
Debra Kerr
Roger Kerson
Richard Soble &
Barbara Kessler
Pam Kisch
Jean & Arnold Kluge
Michael Kosuth
Ann & Richard Kraft
Jann & Gary Krupa
Michael Lamb
John Langdon
Myra Larson
Ted & Wendy Lawrence
Carol Linteau & Bob Lathrop
Anne & Sandy Lipsey
Carol Magee
Annise K. Maguire
Fran & Irwin Martin
Martha Mayo &
Irwin Goldstein
Janice McDiarmid
Hugh McDiarmid, Jr. &
Karen McDiarmid
Griff & Pat McDonald
Erin McDonough
Lorna McEwen
Elaine K. Gazda &
James H. McIntosh
Lineve McKie
John Nitschke & Jean McLaren
Sylvia Meagher
Rebecca Mehall
Michigan Merchandisers, Inc.
Terry Miller
Bill Milliken
Noel & Nicole Mullett
Sarah Mullkoff
David Uhlmann &
Virginia Murphy

Robert & Anita Naftaly
Phillip & Eleanor Newman
Tyler Nickerson
Jan & Tom Nies
Emily Nietering
Bruce Noble
Novi Energy
Lynn & Ron Olson
Janet Olszewski
Terry McGovern &
Carol Paine-McGovern
Mark Hodesh &
Margaret Parker
Sam Passmore
Harry Perlstadt
Brian Peters
Shahzia Pirani-Mellstrom
John Pollack
Paul Pratt & Denise Chrysler
Brian Preston
Public Policy Associates
Bill Rastetter & Cary Weed
Mark & Susan Richardson
John Rogers
Julie Rogers
Kenneth Rosenman
Wendy Sylvester-Rowan &
Jake Rowan
Melody & Nat H. Rowe
Laura Rubin
Kathleen Brennan &
Ronald Rubin
Jon Russell
Frank & Diane Ruswick
Jack Schmitt
Bill Secrest & Misty Callies
Elvera Shappirio
David & Kate Jones Share
John Sickler &
Kimberly VanHoek
Irene Sidor Smith
Susan Silagi
Alice Simsar
Conan Smith
Robb & Chrissy Smith
Russell Smith
Dr. Robert &
Susan Soderstrom
Dan Sommerville
Sandra Sorini Elser
Thomas Stanton
David Stead
Michael Steinberg
Marilyn & George Stephan
Betty Tableman
Denise Thal
Diane & Paul Thompson
Paul & Alice Tomboulian
Thomas Trautmann
Grant & Mary Trigger

Truscott Rossman
Sandra Turner-Handy
David Uhlmann &
Virginia Murphy
Kathryn Upton
Mark Van Putten
Bruce Wallace & Susie Cannell
David Waymire
Wayne State University
Neal & Susan Weinberg
Zelma Weisfeld
Nancy Wheeler
Andrew & Kristen White
Shirley White-Black
Robert & Marina Whitman
Charles Wilbur &
Caroline Blaum
Ralph Williams
Bruce Wilson &
Carol Hollenshead
Pamela Withrow
Arthur & Shirley Wolfe
Patricia G. Woollcott &
Philip Woollcott
E. Gabriel Works
Roger Wykes II

Additional Generous
Supporters
Britany Affolter-Caine
John Allison & Julia Miller
Augustine Amaru
Christine Armbrecht
Vivienne N. Armentrout
Amy Ball
Stephen & Judy Bemis
Terese Bertcher
Scott Bertschy &
Jeanne Hansen
Lee & Philip Booth
Glenn Brown
Nate Brown
Nadine Brown
Bill & Mary Browning
Eunice Burns
Hon. Pamela Byrnes &
Kent Brown
Erin Cassady
Rebecca Chudacoff
Loren Thomas Clift
Katie Coleman
Susan Conger
Alan Connor
Joanna Courteau
Ingrid Crause
Marcia & Ted Curran
Kenneth Dahlberg
Raymond Detter
Joseph Devereaux
Jean Dickinson
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Michael Eliasohn
Gloria Rivera, IHM &
Helen Emmons
Paula Cathcart, IHM
Connie Ferguson
Jennifer Robison
Grailin Fletcher
Cyndi Ross
Twink Frey & Jim McKay
John Sarver
William & Constance Frey
Eric & Nancy Schertzing
Fae Fuerst
Chris & Michele Shafer
Barbara Fuller
Bill Shafer
Carol Furtado
Mary Shaughnessy &
Michael Gillman
Don Maiolatesi
Cheryl & Ron Graunstadt
Cliff & Ingrid Sheldon
William & Helen Gregory
John Shreves
Karen Hanna
Alex Sin
Judith Harris
Catherine Sleight
Vicky Henry & John Kerr
Tom & Ruth Small
Nan Hogan
John & Therese Smith
Rachel Hood Petroelje
John Springer
Nyla Hughes
Timothy Statler
Kristin Huntoon
Julie Stoneman
Barbara Israel
Susan Supanich
Jeff Medlen
Eric Swanson
Martin Johnson
Megan Szkatulski
Leelyn Johnson
Liz Treutel
Margaret Kauffman
Marion Vander Veen
Ada & Dave Kidd
Kim Waldo
Larry & Kay King
Allan Newman & Roddy Wares
Rob Kolb
Anna Warren &
Christine Kosmowski
John Warren, Jr.
Gayle Larson
William Warren
Pamela & Lee Larson
Jane & Price Watts
Marilyn & Joey Latterman
Frances Weeks
Gordon & Maryln Lawrence
Tom Weisskopf &
Jerold & Judith Lax
Susan Contratto
Mary Lirones
Norman Welch
Robert Krzewinski & Sally Lunn Philip Wells
Sarah Lyon-Callo
Janice Wheelock
Robert & Judith Marans
Deanah & John White
Michael Masterson
Dr. Veronica
Phillip Mikus
Wilkerson-Johnson
Peninnah & Mark Miller
Robert Zbiciak
Brenda G Millett
Ben Zimont
Peter Morman
Celeste McClellan &
Connie Morse
Barbara Zmich
David & Marilyn Nichols
Sherry Zoars
Kerrin O’Brien
Jens & Frances Zorn
Terri O’Brien
Paul & Jean Zugger
Robert & Zibby Oneal
James & Emily Ostrowski
Mark W. Paddock
Joan Park
* If a donor has asked us at
Amy Pattullo & Steve Walters
any time in the past not to
Parker Pennington
publish his/her name, we
Sally Petrella & Paul Stark
continue to honor that request
Hon. Lynne Pierce &
until the donor affirmatively
indicates we can publish his/
Raymond Andary
her name. If you are a 2015
Hon. Juliana Plawecki
donor who is not listed above
Roger & Joanne Pohl
& you would like to be listed in
Tim & Sally Putney
future publications, please let
Barbara Reed &
us know.
Philip Zazove
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