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From the President

PEOPLE ARE THE PRIORITY
a voice in shaping a sustainable
future for their city. Our success
he Michigan Environmental
in securing funds to prevent lead
Council’s work in 2014 made it
poisoning has enabled hundreds
clear that protecting Michigan’s
of Michigan families to get the
environment goes hand-in-hand
help they need to make their
with taking good care of the
homes safe, healthy places where
people who live here.
children can thrive. Shifting from
Take, for instance, our focus
dirty fossil fuels to pollutionin 2014 on building a 21st
free power, keeping our water
century transportation system
safe for swimming and drinking,
in Michigan. Making our streets
expanding access to healthy
safer for walking and biking and
food—these are people issues.
improving public transportation
Maybe that’s why MEC has
options are important strategies
such a strong record of success at
for reducing the air pollution and
getting things done in the State
carbon emissions that come with
Capitol. Whatever our differences,
auto-centric infrastructure. At the
Chris Kolb, President
we always approach lawmakers,
same time, pedestrian- and bikegovernors, department heads and other decision makers
friendly communities offer safe places for healthy outdoor
with respect, recognizing them not just as officeholders but
activities, and good transit opens gateways to opportunity
as people—fellow Michiganders who share our love for this
for our friends and neighbors who rely on public
state and a desire to make it better.
transportation to get to work, the doctor’s office and the
And it’s people—generous supporters like you—who
grocery store. Modern transportation also is an important
put MEC in a position to do this important work. Without
tool for keeping more of our college graduates in Michigan
your contributions, we could not have achieved any of
and attracting talented innovators and entrepreneurs to live
the progress detailed in this annual report. My colleagues
here. Transportation policy is all about people.
and I deeply appreciate all you do for our organization
Or look at the work we do on behalf of Michigan’s
and for the people of this state, and we take seriously our
public lands. There’s inherent value in protecting
obligation to continue earning your support.
biodiversity, wildlife habitat and intact ecosystems. But
Thanks for helping to make 2014 another successful
we’re also preserving the special places that have provided
year. Here’s to great things to come in the years ahead.
life-changing experiences and cherished family memories
Sincerely,
for generations of Michiganders.

T

Peel back the layers on any issue MEC worked on in
2014, and you’ll see it’s about making Michigan an even
better place for the people who live here. Our Detroit
program is all about engaging residents and giving them

Chris Kolb
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Water

KEEPING OIL OUT OF THE GREAT LAKES

S

A chief goal of the campaign is to convince Gov.
Snyder and Attorney General Schuette they have the
authority and duty to prevent a spill by applying the
Great Lakes Submerged Lands Act, which was enacted
after the straits pipelines were installed. Applying the law
would require Enbridge to seek a permit for the pipelines,
triggering a public proceeding to evaluate the risks they
pose and determine whether they need repair, replacement
or removal.
As awareness of this issue grew—thanks in large part
to the Oil and Water Don’t Mix campaign—members of

urrounded by
the world’s greatest
freshwater treasure,
you can bet that
protecting the
Great Lakes and
Michigan’s inland
waters will always
be at the heart of
MEC’s mission.
The Straits of
Mackinac was a
focal point of that
work in 2014.
There, just west of
James Clift, Policy Director
the iconic bridge
linking our state’s
two peninsulas, 23 million gallons of oil pass through the
Great Lakes each day. The oil flows through twin pipelines,
installed in 1953, that run along the lake bottom—part of
the Canadian company Enbridge’s Line 5 from Wisconsin
to Ontario.
Given its strong, erratic currents and importance to
the state’s tourism economy, the straits would be “the
worst possible place for an oil spill in the Great Lakes,”
according to a report from the University of Michigan
and the National Wildlife Federation. Further fueling
concerns about the pipeline is the fact that Enbridge was
the company responsible for the 2010 Kalamazoo River
disaster—at one million gallons, the worst inland oil spill
in U.S. history.
MEC engaged deeply in this issue in 2014, led by
Policy Director James Clift and Traverse City-based
Energy Specialist Kate Madigan. As part of the Oil and
Water Don’t Mix campaign, we lent our policy expertise
and relationships in Lansing to our partners’ community
engagement and grassroots organizing work.
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Congress, local business owners, community leaders and
thousands of Michiganders joined our calls for action. In
June 2014, Gov. Snyder created a state pipeline safety task
force to look into the issue. We welcomed the creation
of the task force, but were concerned that the public had
little access to information about its proceedings.
Throughout 2014 we worked to draw attention
to Line 5 and make a clear and compelling case that
this significant threat to our Great Lakes demands
transparency, not closed-door meetings. Among other
activities, we hosted and helped organize an October press
event that created a fresh wave of media coverage; weighed
in with an op-ed in the Detroit Free Press; and made our
case directly to state leaders at the December meeting of
the pipeline task force.
Preventing a spill in the Straits of Mackinac will remain
an MEC priority until the threat has been fully dealt with.
Meanwhile, your support enabled MEC to make progress
on a number of fronts in 2014 to protect Michigan’s water
resources.

Kate Madigan, Northern Michigan Representative and
Energy Specialist, with her family.

Protecting water from toxic algae bloom
Another headline-grabbing Great Lakes story was
the toxic algae bloom that left half a million Toledo-area
residents without safe drinking water for four days in
August. The scope and public visibility of the crisis were
unprecedented, but its root cause—nutrient pollution
from large-scale agriculture, sewer overflows and other
sources—was nothing new. Seizing the urgency created by
the bloom, MEC met with Snyder administration officials
and made our voice heard in the media, urging decision
makers to enact the stronger protections we’ve been
pushing for years.

operations now must disclose what chemicals they’ll use
before they inject them into the ground—not 60 days
later, as previous rules held. Drilling companies also are
now subject to water withdrawal regulations, and must
test local water quality before drilling so they can be held
accountable if they cause contamination.

Cleaning up leaking underground
storage tanks
At former gas stations and industrial facilities in nearly
every Michigan community, underground storage tanks
are leaking hazardous chemicals—often directly over
drinking water aquifers. MEC has long worked toward
expanding the storage tank cleanup program. Those
efforts brought about a major success in 2014 when
lawmakers approved a new program to help facility owners
finance repairs on leaking tanks. Our consistent calls for
action also yielded a new focus by state officials on sorting
through the 8,000 leaking underground storage tanks
on “orphan sites”—where the owner can’t pay or has
abandoned the site—to prioritize them for cleanup.

Improving new fracking rules
Safeguarding our water against the threat of hydraulic
fracturing, or fracking, was a focus throughout 2014.
When the Department of Environmental Quality proposed
fracking rules that didn’t go far enough to protect our
water, MEC testified publicly, met behind the scenes with
top regulators and made our case in the news. The final
rules are imperfect, but they include crucial protections
called for by MEC and allies. For instance, fracking
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SETTING THE STAGE
FOR A CLEAN ENERGY STRATEGY

A

job there is to represent Michigan
key focus for MEC in 2014
residents’ best interests by
was laying the groundwork for
challenging utilities’ attempts
policies that will shape Michigan’s
to inflate the cost of renewable
energy system long into the future.
energy, discount the cost savings
We need a comprehensive
of energy efficiency programs or
strategy because Michigan’s clean
build unneeded power plants that
energy laws, passed in 2008 with
saddle customers with higher
strong leadership from MEC,
rates.
are set to reach a plateau. They
That work paid off in 2014
require our utilities to generate at
when Consumers Energy
least 10 percent of their electricity
eliminated the charge it added
from renewable sources by the
to customer bills for renewable
end of 2015 and achieve annual
energy. The company had already
electricity savings of 1 percent.
reduced that surcharge twice
The power companies have met
since 2008, as MEC and allies
Sarah Mullkoff, Energy Program Director
those targets, reducing greenhouse
demonstrated to MPSC regulators
gas emissions and generating billions of dollars in new
that the true cost of clean energy was lower than
investment in Michigan along the way. To keep that
anticipated, and falling all the time.
stunning economic development on track and continue
Another notable success was the MPSC’s creation—at
shrinking Michigan’s carbon footprint, we need new
the urging of MEC and our partners—of a Solar Working
legislation that maps out a comprehensive clean energy
Group to develop a fair rate for consumer-generated
policy for our state’s future.
solar power. We met throughout the summer as part of
Led by Energy Program Director Sarah Mullkoff and
that body and helped produce a report that stressed the
Policy Director James Clift, MEC argued in testimony,
exceptional value and economic development potential
in the media and in meetings with decision makers that
of solar power. (We also practiced what we preached by
a viable long-term energy strategy must control costs,
taking the first steps toward installing solar panels on the
protect ratepayers from price spikes, ensure excellent
rooftop at MEC headquarters.)
reliability and promote economic development, all without
Under the Capitol dome, meanwhile, we promoted
compromising public health or our environment.
ideas that will lead to greater investment in energy
At Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC)
efficiency and renewable power. MEC’s role as an
proceedings, we argued against coal’s continued viability
energy policy leader in Lansing earned us a seat at the
as an energy source and in favor of clean energy
table when Senate Energy and Technology Committee
alternatives. Financial support from friends like you has
chairman Mike Nofs assembled a work group to shape
enabled MEC to build a strong legal team and establish
his energy reform package. Throughout 2014 we met
a role as an influential intervener in MPSC cases. Our
with this group of utility executives, clean energy
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entrepreneurs, manufacturers and other stakeholders,
and made a compelling case for strengthening Michigan’s
commitment to energy efficiency and renewable power.
We also participated in the “Adopt a Decision Maker”
project organized by our partners in the Midwest-wide
RE-AMP network of climate advocates. Armed with REAMP polling that showed 80 percent of Michiganders
were more likely to support candidates who favored
clean energy policy, Sarah met with numerous candidates
for office to bring them up to speed on energy policy.
Introducing MEC to these leaders early in their legislative
careers helps them to recognize our organization as a
respected voice and helpful resource for anyone who
shares our focus on solutions.
The legislature likely won’t pass a comprehensive
energy package until the end of 2015, but in 2014
there were positive signs that our messages were
getting through.

insulation, rooftop solar panels or other clean energy
projects. We’re working to expand this program to include
customers of all Michigan utilities.

Building support for 25 percent renewable
energy standard
A bipartisan group of legislators proposed a bill
package late in 2014 that reflected priorities MEC spent
the year promoting. The legislation would increase
Michigan’s renewable energy standard to 25 percent
over the next decade and ramp up annual energy savings
targets, among other positive provisions. While the bills
didn’t get a committee hearing, they provided a solid
starting point for ongoing energy policy debates in 2015.

Blocking “renewable energy” scrap tires
MEC and our partners blocked an attempt to change
the state’s legal definition of “renewable” energy sources to
include scrap tires, railroad ties and other hazardous waste.
This ugly proposal would have put at risk the health of
Michiganders and the success of homegrown companies
providing legitimate renewable energy. Fortunately, our
messages got through and the Senate declined to take up
the bill before the clock ran out on the legislative session.

Helping homeowners invest in clean energy
Lawmakers approved a bill allowing customers
of municipal utilities to take loans for clean energy
investments in their property and pay it back on their bill.
Signed into law by Gov. Snyder, it’s an important boost
to help homeowners cover the upfront cost of better
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INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION
OF CITY LEADERS

A

student was matched with
s the city exited
an adult mentor to lend
bankruptcy and infusions
insights and inspiration
of talent and capital
as they identified from
accelerated downtown’s
the DFC framework
rebirth, the national
a tangible solution—
conversation about
with an environmental
Detroit shifted from a
component—to a
story of Rust Belt ruin
neighborhood challenge.
to one about the Next
At the end of the school
Big Thing.
year, students made formal
Still, a true comeback
presentations of their
must extend far beyond
findings to neighbors,
downtown to the city’s
educators, DFC leaders
neighborhoods and
and others.
families. MEC Community
This was no mere
Engagement Director
academic exercise. While
Sandra Turner-Handy is
working on their capstone
a lifelong Detroiter who
projects, the students
is committed to ensuring
took immediate steps to
that all of her fellow
move their neighborhood
residents have a voice
forward. They knocked
Sandra
Turner-Handy,
Community
Engagement
Director
and role in shaping
on doors in the blocks
Detroit’s reinvention.
surrounding the school
Her dedication,
to connect with residents
passion and effectiveness earned Sandra a lead role in
about their project. Out of those conversations grew the
Detroit Future City (DFC), a strategic citywide initiative
Denby Neighborhood Alliance, which has become an
that points Detroit to a more prosperous, equitable and
intergenerational forum for planning and action.
sustainable future.
Working with their new Denby Alliance partners,
In 2014, Sandra continued to serve as a driving force
the students took part in neighborhood cleanups and
and guiding presence for a DFC project that challenges
made their school routes safer by boarding up vacant
seniors at Denby High School—located in her northeast
properties and convincing the city to remove an ominous,
side neighborhood—to imagine solutions for Detroit’s
abandoned structure across the street. They’ve also
future and get their hands dirty putting ideas into action.
worked to transform Skinner Playfield, which is adjacent
To earn their diplomas, members of Denby’s class of
to the school, into a community gathering space with
2014 had to complete a rigorous capstone project. Each
sports fields, a play area and performing arts space. And
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With your support, this model will continue to take
root throughout the city and play a transformative role in
making Detroit’s neighborhoods safer, more vibrant and
richer in opportunity.
While making Sandra’s work at Denby stronger in
2014, your generosity also provided a big boost to a variety
of other MEC initiatives in Detroit.

Expanding curbside recycling in Detroit
As a lead member of the Zero Waste Detroit coalition,
MEC played a key role in expanding curbside recycling
from a limited pilot program to a citywide service available
to all single-family homes. When city officials negotiated
a new waste-hauling contract, they required citywide,
curbside pickup—a step that reflected the effort we’d put
into educating them about recycling’s benefits. We set to
work immediately to inspire residents to participate and
make the program
a success.

Working to end
waste incineration

they planted raisedbed gardens to provide
a neighborhood
source of fresh fruits
and vegetables while
learning the basics
of operating a small
business.
Sandra rolled up her
sleeves every step of the
way. As DFC Director
of Operations Heidi
Alcock told the class of
2014 as their work wrapped up, “This project was fueled
by one of your neighbors, Ms. Sandra Turner-Handy, who
is one of the most inspiring and effective leaders working
in the city today.”
The Denby project has earned praise from city leaders,
foundations, the media and even federal education
officials, who see it as a template to help schools across the
city revitalize neighborhoods and inspire a new generation
of community leaders.

With ZWD partners,
we also made important
strides in ending
waste incineration
at the trash-burning
facility near Midtown,
which emits toxic
chemicals and foul
odors that undermine
neighborhood quality
of life and contribute
to high asthma rates. We hosted public meetings and
distributed more than a thousand leaflets informing
residents how to report smells to the Department of
Environmental Quality. And report they did!
The incinerator accounted for the vast majority of
complaints filed with the DEQ in 2014—complaints that
led to major fines and a consent agreement with the state,
requiring the company to install multimillion-dollar odorcontrol equipment.
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Protecting funds to upgrade water and
sewer infrastructure
While Toledo’s drinking water scare drew national
attention, MEC continued our longstanding work to
shape the massive investments in Detroit’s water and
sewer system that are required to reduce stormwater
overflows that contribute to mass algae blooms and other
troubling symptoms in Lake Erie. When it appeared that
$400 million in Detroit Water and Sewerage Department
funds would be diverted as part of the city’s bankruptcy
plan, we raised red flags with city leaders, state legislators,
and Snyder administration officials. We also shared our
views with the media, including publishing a viewpoint in
the Detroit Free Press. Thanks in part to our efforts, those
funds remained at DWSD where they will be used for
urgently needed infrastructure upgrades.

Impact profile:

COMING BACK HOME
And Sandra was always
there to encourage him.
“She was on me like
cheese on macaroni,” he says.
“Sandra was always pushing
me to do better.”
With a few years of
college still ahead, Hakeem is
already making a difference
in his hometown. Thanks to
his excellent capstone project,
he landed a summer internship in 2014 with Detroit
City Councilman André Spivey. He’s also spending
the summer of 2015 working with incoming Denby
freshmen at a Detroit Future City orientation event.
Hakeem is bursting with ideas for improving life
in Detroit after he graduates from MSU.
“I want to come back to the city and give back,”
he says. “That’s what Detroit Future City inspired in
me. It inspired my heart to give back to my city.”

A multi-sport athlete,
National Honor Society vice
president and Class of 2014
co-salutatorian at Detroit’s
Denby High School, Hakeem
Weatherspoon is going places.
“But at the end of the day,
I’m coming back home,” says
Hakeem, who is now studying
journalism at Michigan
State University.
Returning to Detroit wasn’t always in his plans.
But the innovative Detroit Future City project MEC’s
Sandra Turner-Handy is helping to lead at Denby
opened his eyes to the challenges his city faces and
the role he can play in its rebirth.
For his senior capstone project, Hakeem took
a hard look at the city’s glut of vacant properties,
and imagined new uses for those lands that could
contribute to a stronger, more sustainable Detroit.
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KEEPING TRANSIT
IN THE FUNDING FORMULA

ffective bus service is a
fact that it included $116 million
necessity for Michiganders who
per year in new investments for
lack access to a vehicle or cannot
public transit—what would have
drive because of a disability. For
been the first structural funding
others, good transit is part of an
boost for transit since 1987—was
ideal hometown and lifestyle. In
a testament to MEC’s effective
fact, two-thirds of Millenials rank
work in 2014.
public transportation in their top
A handful of policymakers
three factors when deciding where
tried throughout the process to
to live.
cut transit, bike lanes, walking
Whether by need or by choice,
paths and other non-motorized
Michiganders take public transit
projects out of funding proposals.
95 million times each year, and
Every step of the way, MEC and
their ranks are swelling. Statewide
our allies responded immediately
ridership saw an 18 percent
and decisively.
increase from 2005 to 2009, while
We made our case to Gov.
per-capita driving in Michigan
Snyder and his advisors; brought
Elizabeth Treutel, Policy Associate
has dropped more than 7 percent
transit advocates to the Capitol
since 2005.
for meetings with their elected
That’s good news for the quality of our air, the health
representatives; rallied our coalition partnership to make
of our families, and our progress in meeting the challenges
their voices heard; submitted guest columns to newspapers
of climate change. And it’s why, with your support, MEC
and appeared on talk radio programs; and used our blog
made a strong push in 2014 to ensure that state
leaders included our complete transportation
system in the major funding proposals they
debated.
Several times over the course of the year
the Legislature tried and failed to pass a major
transportation funding package. Locked in a
stalemate until the closing hours of the lameduck legislative session, the governor and
legislative leaders finally reached an eleventhhour compromise that left voters to decide on
a sales tax increase to generate significant new
revenues.
While that ballot proposal was complicated,
imperfect and ultimately failed at the polls, the
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and other social media tools to
spread the word to the public,
our members and supporters.
With your continued
backing, we’ll employ
similar tactics in 2015 as
policymakers take another
crack at solving our
transportation funding crisis.
That kind of full-court-press
advocacy, which involved
sophisticated lobbying,
strategic communications
with the media, and an
array of efforts to
rally supportive
organizations and
individuals, also led to
the following progress
in 2014.

data. And we planned a major community
engagement campaign that will involve more
than a dozen community meetings along
the corridor in 2015 to include and inspire
Michiganders. At the same time, we partnered
with allies who are leading efforts to achieve
new commuter rail service from Ann Arbor to
Howell and restore long-forgotten passenger
rail service connecting Southeast Michigan to
Traverse City.

Coast-to-Coast
passenger rail
MEC is the lead
voice in Michigan for
restoring passenger
train service on a
Coast-to-Coast route
connecting Detroit to
Lansing and Grand
Rapids and ultimately
reaching Lake Michigan
in Holland. We’re the project manager for a federal grant
to assess the demand for this service and the costs of
making it operational. In 2014, that involved placing
language in the state budget calling for the study and
raising $20,000 in required matching funds from cities and
towns, local chambers of commerce, and other community
institutions along the corridor. We formed and led a
stakeholder advisory group to provide input for the study
and a steering committee to hire and manage the technical
research firm that’s gathering and analyzing all the relevant

Coordinated regional transit in
Southeast Michigan
MEC joined many allies in the successful
2012 campaign to establish the Southeast Michigan
Regional Transit Authority (RTA), which will expand and
integrate bus and rail service in Metro Detroit. Since then,
we have provided strong leadership in advocating for the
state and local funding that the RTA needs to fulfill its
critical mission. In 2014, we helped form a coalition that
will educate residents, business executives, and nonprofit,
faith and civic leaders about the myriad benefits of
coordinated transit with an eye to a potential region-wide
ballot measure to raise major revenue for the RTA.
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Adding accountability to highway
expansion plans
Michigan’s failure to maintain its existing roads and
adequately support public transportation hasn’t stopped
officials in Southeast Michigan from resuscitating plans to
widen I-94 in Detroit and U.S. 23 in Washtenaw County. In
2014, MEC and our partners weighed in on those efforts
through written comments, testimony at public meetings
and communications with the media. We also encouraged
residents and community organizations to raise their voices
with us. While making the case that resources would be
much better spent on repairing our existing infrastructure
and improving transit options, we pressed regional leaders to
update or redo outdated studies—required by federal law—
to assess the environmental impacts of proposed projects.

Impact profile:

TRANSIT GETS THINGS DONE
He learned how to
ride a bike and the bus
with help from Programs
to Educate All Cyclists,
or PEAC, an Ypsilantibased nonprofit that
teaches people with
disabilities to ride
safely and navigate
public transit.
Biking gives
him freedom and
independence, but not in
winter. When snow and ice make biking treacherous,
he relies on The Ride—the local transit agency—to
get him where he needs to go. Even in the warmer
months, some destinations are too far or too unsafe
to reach by bike.
“People with disabilities need the bus,” he says.
“There’s no way to do anything without it. I would
be stuck.”

James Kleimola
doesn’t give up.
The 23-year-old
Ypsilanti resident has
cerebral palsy, along with
cognitive impairment
caused by a shortage
of oxygen to his brain
when he was born. He
struggles with his speech
and motor skills, and his
vision is impaired. He’ll
never be able to drive.
“That doesn’t stop me,” he says.
He volunteers at his church. He’s on the board of
directors for the Eastern Michigan University chapter
of Best Buddies, an international organization that
pairs college students with people with disabilities.
And he helps manage equipment for his beloved
EMU Eagles football team.
James is able to live a full, active life because of
public transit and his bicycle.
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STANDING UP FOR SCIENCE AND
SPECIAL PLACES
Department of
Natural Resources.
hile no
Because the law
natural feature
applied to all of the
can compete with
Natural Resources
the Great Lakes in
and Environmental
defining our state,
Protection Act, it
Michigan wouldn’t
also would have
be Michigan without
hamstrung DNR
our magnificent
efforts to control
forests. And it’s the
the spread of
rich variety of life in
invasive species
the woods—from
and jeopardized
a red-eyed vireo’s
Michigan’s
song to the smell
compliance with
of sweet fern in
federal threatened and
Brad Garmon, Director of Conservation & Emerging Issues
autumn—that lures
endangered species
people into our
laws.
great outdoors for adventure, relaxation and memories.
Led by Brad Garmon, our director of conservation
Biodiversity also is a fundamental trait of healthy
and emerging issues, MEC staff testified before legislative
ecosystems, and a basic principle of scientific wildlife
committees, published op-ed pieces opposing the bill,
management. Natural communities with diverse species
helped coordinate and publicize the staunch opposition of
and genetic traits are more productive and better able
133 leading Ph.D.-level scientists, spoke with journalists
to resist invasive pests that can devastate less diverse
and rallied our members and allies to take a stand.
ecosystems. They also are more stable in the face of climate
Lawmakers passed the bill anyway.
change.
Fortunately, Gov. Snyder saw the anti-science bill for
Yet, despite staunch opposition from MEC and our
the mistake it was. In a letter explaining why he vetoed it,
allies, lawmakers approved a bill in 2014 that would have
the governor used language that reflected comments we
blocked state agencies from designating land for the
personally shared with him and his advisors about why the
purpose of protecting biodiversity. Driven by ideology and
legislation was a bad move for Michigan. The veto letter
a narrow view of economics, the bill would have taken
was a testament to the power of the relationships and
away basic tools Michigan’s natural resource professionals
influence MEC has built over 35 years at the Capitol, with
use to keep our public forests healthy.
help from generous friends like you.
The bill threatened to have serious consequences.
Your gifts to MEC also made possible plenty of
For instance, it imperiled Michigan’s certifications for
other important work in 2014 to preserve and celebrate
sustainable forestry by removing the conservation of
Michigan’s wild and scenic lands and parks.
biodiversity from the forest management duties of the

W
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Hartwick Pines saved from drilling
MEC had a hand in protecting one of
Michigan’s best-loved parks from oil and gas
drilling. In October the state was set to auction
off the rights to explore and potentially extract
oil and gas from beneath Hartwick Pines State
Park, home to some of the last remaining oldgrowth forest in the Lower Peninsula. While
no drilling would have been allowed within
the park, companies could have developed
adjacent property to reach the oil and gas below
with directional drilling. In
our public comments to the
DNR and private meetings
with its leaders, we argued
that the sights, sounds and
smells from such development
would spill into the park itself,
spoiling its recreational value.
Fortunately, members of the
Hartwick family—who donated
the land to the state in 1927
with the intent to conserve
its resources—weighed in
against the leases, and DNR
Director Keith Creagh made
the wise decision to take the
one-of-a-kind park off the
auction block by reclassifying
its underground resources as
“non-development.”

CARL R. SAMS II

treasures. As 2014 came to a close and
project activities wrapped up, a picture
was emerging of the dunes as a dynamic
system that must be managed carefully
to limit risks and protect ecological and
scenic value. In 2015 we plan to issue
a report with our findings and new
resources for better understanding—and
better protecting—Michigan’s coastal
dunes.

Outdoor assets: more than just
nice places to visit
Yet another focus of our conservation
work in 2014 involved making the case
that outdoor recreational assets like our
parks, dunes and forests are more than just nice places to
visit. They also can help address one of Michigan’s biggest
economic and social challenges by attracting young families
and new enterprises. Brad traveled to conferences all over
Michigan and neighboring states to present a blueprint for
re-envisioning the role outdoor assets play in community
economic development—a message that resonated with
many parks professionals and local leaders. With your
continued help, we will keep working to make those ideas a
fundamental piece of Michigan’s economic reinvention.
CARL R. SAMS II

Bring science to coastal dunes management
Brad also led an innovative project to bring the latest
science to bear on the management of Michigan’s iconic
coastal dunes. Funded by a Coastal Zone Management
grant through the Department of Environmental Quality’s
Office of the Great Lakes, the project was designed to bring
the latest research in geospatial analysis, dune ecology and
geology to the table so decision makers can take better
care of the species, habitats and landscapes of these global

15

Health Policy

SECURING FUNDS TO PROTECT FAMILIES

E

In 2014 we worked to build
momentum for ending lead poisoning
nding childhood lead poisoning
with unflashy but tried-and-true
in Michigan. It’s one of MEC’s
tactics. We led regular meetings of
boldest goals. It’s also entirely
MIALSH to keep the coalition strong,
achievable. Although it will take
growing and focused. We met with
years to get there, MEC accelerated
dozens of lawmakers, many of them
our progress toward that end in
during our MIALSH Lead Education
2014, led by our Health Policy
Day, which brought impacted families
Director Tina Reynolds.
to the Capitol to show lawmakers the
In a year of belt-tightening in
human face of this issue. And we used
Lansing, Tina and her partners in
our blog, newsletter, social media and
the Michigan Alliance for Lead Safe
relationships with reporters to help
Homes (MIALSH) successfully
educate and energize the public.
advocated for a $500,000 increase
Thanks to MEC’s generous
in state funding to protect children
Tina Reynolds, Health Policy Director
supporters and dedicated partners,
from lead hazards. It was a
our state leaders are beginning to
significant boost to the $1.25 million
understand
the
scope
of the problem. They’re beginning
we secured in the previous budget year, which made 122
to see that spending millions of dollars to solve a problem
homes lead-safe for Michigan families.
that costs our state more than $4 billion every year is the
When Tina made preventing lead poisoning an MEC
definition of a wise investment. And that figure doesn’t
priority a few years ago, many lawmakers she met with
begin to count the deep suffering we can save Michigan
didn’t realize it was still a problem. In reality, more than
families by putting lead poisoning in Michigan’s rearview
70 percent of homes in our state—in urban, rural and
mirror.
suburban areas—were built before the 1978 ban on lead
While we still have a long way to go, we’re on the road
paint. More than 5,000 Michigan children under six years
to a lead-free Michigan and we’re picking up speed—
old have tested positive for lead poisoning—and most
thanks to generous friends like you.
of our at-risk kids aren’t even tested. Half of children in
Your vital support also strengthened the many other
Detroit Public Schools have a history of lead poisoning.
key initiatives of MEC’s health program in 2014, including
The heartbreaking irony is that some of children’s most
three described below.
innocent behaviors—sucking their thumbs, putting their
fingers in mouths after crawling across the floor, pulling
themselves up on a window sill—can have serious, lifelong
consequences. Lead poisoning causes brain damage
linked to lost IQ, learning difficulties, aggressive behavior,
memory loss and other symptoms. Research shows leadpoisoned children are seven times more likely than average
to drop out of high school, six times more likely to enter
the juvenile justice system and 50 percent more likely to do
poorly on standardized tests.
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Bringing fresh local foods to
underserved communities
MEC helped the American Heart Association (AHA)
develop a state policy initiative to attract grocery stores
to underserved communities and encourage convenience
store owners to provide fresh local foods in areas where
healthy options are scarce. Working with AHA and our
partners in the Healthy Kids, Healthy Michigan coalition—
and leveraging Tina’s role as chair of that coalition’s

Health Policy

Healthy Food Access policy action team—we plan to play a
lead role in building the broad support needed to bring this
Healthy Food Financing Initiative to fruition.

rules on the books that keep our kids safe when they’re
at school.

Keeping schools out of toxic sites

Connecting environmental and
public health advocates

We also ramped up our focus in 2014 on ensuring
that Michigan schools are healthy places for our children
to learn. University of Michigan research has shown that
students are more likely to miss school and score poorly
on tests if their school is located in areas with high levels
of air pollution. Unfortunately, Michigan has no rules to
prevent schools from being built near sources of industrial
pollution. Researchers from U-M invited MEC to lend our
policy expertise to help develop guidelines for safe school
siting. When that’s finished, we’ll urge policymakers to put

We also worked in 2014 with MEC member group the
Ecology Center to strengthen ties between environmental
advocates and the public health community. Doctors and
nurses see firsthand the impact of environmental hazards
on their patients, and policymakers see those medical
professionals as trusted messengers. By partnering with
health leaders and building their capacity as advocates,
we will increase our ability to achieve positive change on
issues like clean energy, lead poisoning prevention and
asthma awareness.

Impact profile:

A MOTHER’S PEACE OF MIND
works with families to identify
and remove lead hazards. They
helped her apply for some of
the lead-abatement funding that
MEC and our allies secured in
the state budget.
Soon contractors arrived and
did extensive renovations to make
Cheryl’s home lead-safe. They
installed all new windows since,
like in many homes, the window
frames were coated in peeling
lead paint. They also put on a new back porch, put
fresh paint on doors and addressed other lead hazards.
The Johnsons are just one of hundreds of
families who are safer in their homes, thanks in large
part to the generous supporters who make MEC’s
work possible.
“I was kind of losing interest in the house,” Cheryl
says. “I thought it was too much to handle, taking care
of the kids on my own and taking care of the house.
This made it easier. It made it safer.”

Cheryl Johnson has enough
to worry about.
The Detroit resident works
hard as a home health aide. A
single mom, she keeps up the
home she bought four years
ago in the city’s Morningside
neighborhood. And she has the
daily responsibilities any parent
is familiar with: pay the bills, put
meals on the table, get the kids
to school, sports practices and
doctor appointments on time.
Cheryl’s burden grew heavier when she learned
from her doctor that Tyrelle, her youngest daughter,
had high levels of lead in her bloodstream. It’s an
experience shared by too many Michigan parents.
“It was scary, because I really didn’t know much
about lead,” she says. “You don’t hear a lot about
lead poisoning.”
Fortunately, help was available. Cheryl reached out
to CLEARCorps/Detroit, an MEC member group that
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Our Member Groups in 2014

WORKING TOGETHER TO PROTECT
MICHIGAN’S PEOPLE AND ENVIRONMENT

M

ichigan Environmental Council’s clout in the Capitol gains support and credibility through the depth and breadth
of our member groups. Conservation groups, state chapters of national organizations, public health advocates and local
groups working to improve the quality of life in their local communities all serve as compelling constituents when we meet
with state lawmakers.
Organizations that join MEC are diverse in focus and geography, but united in the belief that a strong presence
in the Capitol is essential. Member groups consistently rank both our representation of their organizational interests
through meetings and legislative hearings and the support they receive from MEC staff for lobbying, crafting policies and
campaigns, and effective messaging as top benefits of membership.

4 Towns Citizen Action Team

Friends of the Rouge

Michigan Nature Association

Alliance for the Great Lakes

Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and
Chippewa Indians

Michigan Nurses Association

Arab Community Center for Economic
and Social Services (ACCESS)

Great Lakes Mediation

Michigan Organic Food and
Farm Alliance

Huron River Watershed Council

Michigan Recycling Coalition

Au Sable River Watershed Committee

Kalamazoo Environmental Council

Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance

Center for Automotive Research –
Automotive Communities Partnership

Kalamazoo River Cleanup Coalition

Michigan Trout Unlimited

Kalamazoo River Watershed Council

Michigan Waterfront Alliance

Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical
Contamination

Lapeer Land Conservancy
League of Michigan Bicyclists

Mid-Michigan Environmental Action
Council

League of Women Voters of Michigan

Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance

Legacy Land Conservancy

Muskegon Save Our Shoreline

Liaison for Inter-Neighborhood
Cooperation

NAACP – Michigan State Conference

Clinton River Watershed Council
Concerned Citizens of Acme Township

Lone Tree Council

ConservAmerica Education Fund

Preserve the Dunes

Detroit Audubon Society

Michigan Association of Railroad
Passengers

Detroit RiverFront Conservancy

Michigan Audubon Society

Sierra Club, Michigan Chapter

Dwight Lydell Chapter of the Izaak
Walton League of America

Michigan Botanical Club

Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary

Anglers of the AuSable

Citizens’ Climate Lobby – Michigan
Clean Water Fund
CLEARCorps/Detroit

East Michigan Environmental
Action Council

Michigan Citizens Against Toxic
Substances

Northern Michigan Environmental
Action Council
Scenic Michigan

Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy

Michigan Coalition on the Environment
and Jewish Life

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

Environmentally Concerned Citizens of
South Central Michigan

Michigan Energy Options

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council

Michigan Interfaith Power and Light

Friends of the Au Gres – Rifle Watershed

Transportation Riders United

Michigan Land Trustees

Friends of the Cedar River Watershed

Michigan Land Use Institute

Upper Peninsula Environmental
Coalition

Friends of the Detroit River

Michigan League of Conservation
Voters Education Fund

Ecology Center

Friends of the Jordan River
Watershed, Inc.

Michigan Natural Areas Council
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Stewardship Network

Voices for Earth Justice
West Michigan Environmental
Action Council

Who We Are

2014 Board of Directors
Chris Kolb, President
Michigan Environmental Council
Christine Green, Chair
At-Large Member
Christopher Graham, Secretary
Michigan Natural Areas Council
Phil Roos, Treasurer
At-Large Member
Lisa Brush, Vice Chair
Stewardship Network
Alexander (Sandy) Lipsey,
Vice Chair
At-Large Member
Terry Miller, Vice Chair
Lone Tree Council
Rick Bunch
At-Large Member
Bryan Burroughs
Michigan Trout Unlimited
Keith Cooley
At-Large Member
Rachel Hood
West Michigan Environmental
Action Council

Our Staff in 2014
Chris Kolb, President & CEO
Judy Bearup, Office Manager &
Assistant to the President
James Clift, Policy Director
Andy Draheim,
Director of Finance & Development
Elizabeth Fedorchuk, Editor

Kajal Ravani,
Special Projects Assistant
Tina Reynolds,
Health Policy Director
Dan Sommerville, Policy Associate
Elizabeth Treutel, Policy Associate
Sandra Turner-Handy,
Community Engagement Director

Tyler Nickerson
At-Large Member

Tim Fischer, Deputy Policy Director
(through 3/14)

Affiliated Staff

Cedric Richner III
At-Large Member

Brad Garmon, Director of
Conservation & Emerging Issues

Laurel Burchfield, Transportation for
Michigan Coordinator

Laura Rubin
Huron River Watershed Council

Kate Madigan, Northern Michigan
Representative & Energy Specialist

Elle Getschman, Transportation for
Michigan Fellow

Jack Schmitt
Michigan League of Conservation
Voters Education Fund

Hugh McDiarmid, Jr.,
Communications Director
(through 4/14)

Ahmina Maxey, Zero Waste Detroit
Community Outreach Organizer

Grenetta Thomassey
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council

Andrew McGlashen,
Communications Director

Yvonne White
NAACP – Michigan State Conference

Sarah Mullkoff,
Energy Program Director
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Jeff Prygoski, Transportation for
Michigan Fellow

You Make it Happen

WHATEVER THEIR STORIES, MEC SUPPORTERS
MAKE CHANGE HAPPEN

A

s with MEC’s work on lead poisoning, transportation
and other issues, there are people and stories behind every
slice of the pie charts and every figure in the tables on this
page and the next.
Some of our 2014 donors helped build MEC from
the very beginning 35 years ago. They’re true heroes of
Michigan’s environmental movement who back us to carry
forth their legacy.
Others became supporters more recently. Maybe
something they read online or heard on the radio inspired
them to act. In fact, just about every year we receive a
contribution from a school where students have learned
about the environment in class and raised money for MEC
as a service project.
Some contributors have a special place in mind when
they give—a river or lake, trail or forest, beach or park.
Others honor a deceased family member who lived
with a passion for Michigan’s great outdoors or a
grandchild suffering from health problems linked to an
environmental hazard.
Our donor list includes spouses, parents, brothers,
sisters, in-laws and dear friends of our staff. It’s graced by
families who have lived in Michigan for generations, and
others from all over the map who just discovered all our
state has to offer as a vacation destination.
Lobbyists who respect our work—even some who
occasionally take opposite sides in the State Capitol—are
also well represented. So are corporations, universities and
other institutions with a stake in Michigan’s future and a
strong voice in shaping it.
Like the narratives in this report showing how our work
betters the lives of our fellow Michiganders, the stories
of why our donors support MEC provides a constant
reminder of why we do what we do. Those stories are a
thread connecting our supporters to the progress we’re
making in Lansing and the specific policy outcomes that
improve the lives of everyone who calls Michigan home.

As we move through 2015 and beyond, we hope you’ll
take a moment now and then to reflect on your story and
what motivated you to make a generous donation to MEC
in 2014. And we hope you’ll keep supporting the work of
MEC and our members to preserve and protect all that
makes your story special.

TOTAL REVENUE $2,018,513
Great Lakes
Endowment Support
$7,500 (0.4%)

Member Dues
$14,225 (0.7%)

Endowment Support
$155,758 (7.7%)

Interest and
Miscellaneous
$22,797 (1.1%)

Events
$103,357 (5.1%)
Annual Giving
$86,101 (4.3%)
Grant Support
$1,628,775
(80.7%)

TOTAL EXPENSES $2,007,997
Travel, Seminars and Events
$108,476 (5.4%)
Office Expenses
$140,874 (7.0%)
MEC Energy Policy
Passthrough
$187,004 (9.3%)

Compensation
$1,079,191
(53.7%)

Non-Member
Sub-Grant
Contractors
$109,629 (5.5%)
MEC Payments to
Member Organizations
$276,400 (13.8%)
Professional Fees
$106,423 (5.3%)
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You Make it Happen
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS

For the 12 Months Ended December 31, 2014

December 31, 2014

UNRESTRICTED OPERATIONS

ASSETS

REVENUE
Grant Support
Annual Giving
Events
Endowment Support
Great Lakes Endowment Support
MEC Action Fund Support
Member Dues
Interest and Miscellaneous
TOTAL REVENUE
EXPENSE
Compensation
Professional Fees
MEC Payments to Member Organizations
Non-Member Sub-Grant Contractors
MEC Energy Policy Passthrough
Office Expenses
Travel, Seminars and Events
TOTAL EXPENSE
UNRESTRICTED OPERATIONS
EXCESS REVENUE

Unrestricted Cash Assets
$327,058
Total Temporarily Restricted Assets
$1,437,398
Unrestricted Property Net Assets (Bldg & Equipment) $519,906
Endowment Net Assets at Fair Market Value
$2,221,997
Action Fund Assets at Fair Market Value
$66,133
Prepaid Expense
$10,600
TOTAL ASSETS
$4,583,092

$1,628,775
$86,101
$103,357
$155,758
$7,500
$0
$14,225
$22,797
$2,018,513

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
TOTAL UNRESTRICTED LIABILITIES

$1,079,191
$106,423
$276,400
$109,629
$187,004
$140,874
$108,476
$2,007,997
$10,517

$911,705
$2,221,997
$66,132
$552,346
$3,752,180

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

$4,583,092

December 4, 2000 through December 31, 2014

BEGINNING BALANCE

$1,280,450
$100
$70,931
$500
$2,381
-$1,486,156
-$131,794

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION FUND ACTIVITY
February 22, 2005 through December 31, 2014

BEGINNING BALANCE

Total Temporary Restricted Net Assets
Total Endowment Net Assets
Total Action Fund Net Assets
Total Unrestricted Net Assets
TOTAL NET ASSETS

PERE MARQUETTE FUND
ENDOWMENT ACTIVITY

TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED OPERATIONS
Awarded Grant Revenue
Endowment Giving
Endowment Net Earnings
Action Fund Giving
Action Fund Net Earnings
Transfers to Unrestricted Operations
TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED OPERATIONS
EXCESS REVENUE

$830,912

$0

ADDITIONS
Transfers from MEC unrestricted net assets
Contributions: Cash
Contributions: Pledges
Earnings and Capital Appreciation

$300,000
$1,601,890
$260,000
$1,012,662

DEDUCTIONS
Management Fees
Transfers to support MEC unrestricted activities
ENDING BALANCE

$79,411
$873,144
$2,221,197

$0

ADDITIONS
Transfers from MEC unrestricted net assets
Contributions: Cash
Contributions: Pledges
Earnings and Capital Appreciation

$0
$175,800
$105,000
$43,494

DEDUCTIONS
Management Fees
Transfers to support MEC unrestricted activities
ENDING BALANCE

$5,850
$252,312
$66,132
CARL R. SAMS II
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Thank you for

Supporting Our Work in 2014
Grant Supporters
Americana Foundation
Clean Energy Coalition
Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan
The Energy Foundation
The Fred A. and Barbara M.
Erb Family Foundation
Freshwater Future
Great Lakes Environmental
Law Center
The Joyce Foundation
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
The Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation
Overbrook Foundation
Rockefeller Family Fund
Sally Mead Hands
Foundation
Sisters, Servants of the
Immaculate Heart of
Mary
Smart Growth America
State of Michigan
Wege Foundation

$5,000 & Above
AT&T Michigan
Cherry Republic
Jerry & Eve Jung
Olson, Bzdok &
Howard P.C.
TruGreen

$2,500 – $4,999
Consumers Energy
General Motors
Lana & Henry Pollack
Phil & Kate Roos
Leonard & Margaret Weber

$1,000 – $2,499
Anonymous
5 Lakes Energy LLC
Mark & Meg Alberts
Anglers of the Au Sable
Joey Arbaugh
Larry Bell
Joan Binkow
BISSELL Inc.
Hon. James Blanchard &
Janet Blanchard
Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Michigan
Crystal Flash

Lois R. DeBacker
Detroit RiverFront
Conservancy
Steve & Judy Dobson
Sandy & Jerry Draheim
EQ - The Environmental
Quality Company
Marty Fluharty
Susan Ford
William Clay Ford, Jr. &
Lisa Ford
Dale & Bruce Frankel
Christopher &
Elaine Graham
Greater Gratiot
Development, Inc.
Christine & Philip Green
GreenStone Farm Credit
Services
John & Debra Griswold
Sheila & Steven Hamp
Paul & Nancy Hillegonds
John Hunting
The Hurst Foundation
Indian Trails, Inc
ITC Holdings Corp.
Judy Judd
Kalsec, Inc.
Rachel & Stephen Kaplan
Jeanie & Murray Kilgour
Thomas Kinnear
Betty Jo Kolb
Chris Kolb &
Ken Witherspoon
Martha & David Krehbiel
Louise & David Lutton
William & Sally Martin
MASCO Corporation
Foundation
Meijer Inc.
Michigan State University
Midwest Strategy Group
Coco & Roger Newton
Public Sector Consultants
Jim & Bonnie Reece
Schupan & Sons Inc.
Columbia Asset
Management
Tom & Laura Trudeau
Marianne Udow-Phillips &
Bill Phillips
U.S. Steel
United Auto Workers
University of Michigan
Village of Breckenridge

Western Michigan
University

$500 – $999
Anonymous
Vic & Michelle Adamo
Essel & Menakka Bailey
Lisa & Jim Baker
Judy & Rich Bearup
Rosina Bierbaum
Janis Bobrin &
Michael Allemang
Mary & Don Brown
Dr. Bunyan Bryant &
Jean Carlberg
Byrum Fisk Advocacy
Communications
James Clift &
Wendi Tilden
Martha Darling &
Gilbert Omenn
Jeannine LaPrad &
David Dickinson
Shanna & Andy Draheim
Stephen & Janine Easter
Dusty Fancher &
David Kletke
Matt & Elizabeth Fedorchuk
FlexSys Wind Energy, LLC
David Gard &
Gwen Wittenbaum
Beverly Ghesquiere
Emily & Frank Gobright
Cynthia Greig &
Richard Smith
Dr. Gordon Guyer
Sam Field
Kelly Keenan
Elaine Ludwig
Chris & Jim MacInnes
Maner Costerisan
Bob Martel & Lisa Sessa
Muchmore Harrington
Smalley & Associates,
Inc.
Thomas & Jill Newhouse
NextEnergy
Dan Nufer
Carol & Wade Peacock
Petoskey Plastics
Porter Family Foundation
Richner & Richner, LLC
Anna & Clayton Timmons
James & Judith Warner
Tom & Anne Woiwode
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$100 – $499
Anonymous
4 Towns Citizen Action
Team
Porter & Anita Abbott
ACEEE
Bonnie & Charles Adair
Carol & Carl Akerlof
Richard Altherr
Harvey & Mary Amoe
Elisabeth &
Dr. Rudi Ansbacher
John Austin
Ed & Gail Bagale
Fred Baker
Lisa & Jim Baker
Gretchen Barr
Richard & Nancy Barr
Stuart Batterman &
Gloria Mason
Margaret & Bradley Baxter
Lorne & Kathi Beatty
Rocky Beckett
Joshua Berke
Ilene & William Birge
Angela Black
Martha & Peter Blom
Joyce Braithwaite-Brickley
Hon. Liz Brater
Kathleen Brennan &
Ronald Rubin
Mark Brewer
Linda Bruin
Jonathan & Trudy Bulkley
Frances Bull
Laurel Burchfield
Margaret Buttenheim
Hon. Pamela Byrnes &
Kent Brown
David & Susan Campbell
Jean Campbell
Robert Carstens
Cascade Engineering
Joan Chadde
Philip Chamberlain
Dick & Sue Chase
Judith Kay Chase
Kenneth Clark & Jodi Mullet
Robert & Diane Collier
Keith Cooley
Sally Corbin
Anne Couture
William Henry Craig
Judy & Tom Croxton
Chuck & Pat Cubbage
Marcia & Ted Curran
Richard Dalebout
Kenneth &
Isabelle Davidson
John DeCicco

Rowena DeMio
Russell Derry
Timothy Dickinson
Mary Dobson
Tracy Dobson
Leo & Genevieve Dorr
Jean Doss
Hon. Gretchen Driskell
Gregory Eaton
Elfriede Engel
Cheryl Farmer
Elizabeth &
John Fergus-Jean
Tim & Tara Fischer
Joe & Beth Fitzsimmons
Betsy Foote &
Tom Gebhardt
Bruce Forni
Carol Furtado
Brad & Jennifer Garmon
David Gates
Dr. Orin &
Charlette Gelderloos
Hon. James Giddings
Louis Glazer
Marty Mayo &
Irwin Goldstein
George Googasian
Grand Valley State
University
David Graves
Jim Graves
Susan Greenberg
Jim Gregart
Katherine Gross
David & Dottie Gubow
Stephen Hamilton
Dick & Sandy Hansen
Rebecca Head &
David Stead
Hon. George Heartwell
Phillip & Lynne Heasley
Carol & Jack Heckenberg
Heidi & Steve Herrell
Bob Hess
James Hewitt
Hon. John Hieftje &
Kathryn Goodson
Frederick Hoffman &
Jim Stokes
Richard Horvitz
David Howell
Dohn Hoyle
Joseph Hudson
Dave Irish
Kyle & Win Irwin
Mitch Irwin
Issue Media Group, LLC
Rachel Jacobson
Mark & Cheryl Jenness

Drs. Mary & Kent Johnson
Larry Junck & Robbi Duda
Robert & Beatrice Kahn
Lois & Gordon Kane
Tess & Kip Karwoski
Alan Katz
Key Green Solutions, LLC
Jean & Arnold Kluge
Dr. Sridhar Kota
Ann & Richard Kraft
Jann & Gary Krupa
John Langdon
Barbara Lapham
Myra Larson
Wendy & Ted Lawrence
Legacy Land Conservancy
Nancy B. Livermore
Rose Lorenz
Elizabeth Welch Lykins &
Gerald Lykins
Carol Magee
Katy Maiolatesi &
Andy McGlashen
Stephen &
Caroll Manchester
Lawrence Marantette
Fran & Irwin Martin
John Martin & Molly Resnik
Olivia Maynard &
Olof Karlstrom
Ahmina Maxey
Hon. Laura McCollum
Janice McDiarmid
Hugh McDiarmid, Jr. &
Karen McDiarmid
Griff & Pat McDonald
Terry McGovern & Carol
Paine-McGovern
Elaine K. Gazda &
James H. McIntosh
Lineve McKie
John Nitschke &
Jean McLaren
Nelson & Catherine Meade
Rebecca Mehall
Terry Miller
William Milliken, Jr.
Robert Morris
Sarah Mullkoff
Robert & Anita Naftaly
Joan & Bob Nassauer
Rory Neuner
Phillip & Eleanor Newman
Jan Nies
Emily Nietering
Bruce Noble
Arthur Nusbaum
Jan Garfinkle &
Michael O’Donnell
Lynn & Ron Olson

Amy Pattullo &
Steve Walters
Brian Peters
Craig & Kristin Phillips
Peter Plastrik
John Pollack
Paul Pratt & Denise Chrysler
Kirk Profit
Public Policy Associates
Bill Rastetter & Cary Weed
Tina Reynolds
Mark & Susan Richardson
Robert Richardson
Felix Rogers
Julie Rogers
Kenneth Rosenman
Esther Ross
Wendy Sylvester-Rowan &
Jake Rowan
Melody & Nat H. Rowe
Frank & Diane Ruswick
Harriet & Alvin Saperstein
John Sarver
Jack Schmitt
Robert Schneider
Greater Gratiot
Development, Inc.
Daniel Sell & Barbara Kelly
Elvera Shappirio
David & Kate Share
Nancy Shiffler
John Shreves
John Sickler
Irene Sidor Smith &
Joseph A. Smith
Nancy Sippel
Martha Sirmons
Lillian Smith
Robert S. Smith
Richard Soble &
Barbara Kessler
Robert & Susan Soderstrom
Sandra Sorini Elser
Thomas Stanton
Timothy Statler
Julie Stoneman
Craig & Nicolette Straley
Melissa Stults & Bob Froncko
Polly Synk
Frank Szollosi
Sarah Szurpicki &
David Iannuzzi
Betty Tableman
Bill & Marlene Thomas
Paul & Alice Tomboulian
Steven Trosin
Elizabeth Treutel
Kathryn Upton
Matthew Vajda
Marion Vander Veen

Varnum LLP
Bruce Wallace &
Susie Cannell
Jane & Price Watts
David Waymire
Zelma Weisfeld
Marilyn Wheaton
William &
Stephanie Whitbeck
Robert Whitesides
Raj Wiener
Charles Wilbur
Donna & Frederick Winters
E. Gabriel Works
Lisa Wozniak
Roger Wykes

Additional
Generous
Supporters
Anonymous
John Allison & Julia Miller
Augustine Amaru
Shirley & Don Axon
Nancy Bacon
Theresa Rowe &
Thomas Baker
Jerry & Linda Bakke
Martha Beck
Janice Beecher
Stephen & Judy Bemis
Julie Metty Bennett
Terese Bertcher
Scott Bertschy &
Jeanne Hansen
Adella Blain
Lee & Philip Booth
Richard Brewer &
Katy Takahashi
Marceline Bright
Earl Brown
Glenn Brown
Nadine Brown
Bill & Mary Browning
Douglas Burns
Eunice Burns
Thomas Burroughs
Tanya Cabala
Tom & Janet Cattel
Center for Automotive
Research
Betty Challis
Michael Chappelow
Wes Raymond
Katie Coleman
Susan Conger
James Coury
Dorothy Cross
Hon. Pat Crowley
Kenneth Dahlberg
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David & Marilyn Nichols
Mr. Anthony DeFulio
John Novak
Raymond Detter
Oakland Community College
Thomas & Barbara Dierwa
Kerrin O’Brien
Suzanne Dixon
John Ortega
John & Katherine Edgren
James & Emily Ostrowski
Michael Eliasohn
Mark W. Paddock
Helen Emmons
Aviva Panush
Connie Ferguson
Roger Pohl
Twink Frey & Jim McKay
Ethel Potts
Willam & Constance Frey
Tim Putney
Christopher Fries
Barbara Reed &
Fae Fuerst
Philip Zazove
Barbara Fuller
Valerie Reed
Al & Karen Gallup
Greg Reisig
Lois Gehring
Sr. Gloria Rivera, IHM
Michael Gillman
June Rusten
Nancy & Larry Goldstein
Benjamin Sanford
Cheryl & Ron Graunstadt
Jonathan Schakel &
William & Helen Gregory
Megan Sharp
Bob & Susan Grese
Eric & Nancy Schertzing
Kurt Guter
Larry & Pat Schnettler
Joan Harris
CLEARCorps/Detroit
Judith Harris
Chris & Michele Shafer
Jack Helder
Mary Shaughnessy &
Nan Hogan
Don Maiolatesi
Rachel Hood
Cliff & Ingrid Sheldon
Hon. Marcia Hovey-Wright
Bob & Sylvia Shrauger
Edith Hurst
Tom & Ruth Small
Sally Kagerer &
Richard Kagerer, Jr.
John & Therese Smith
Kalamazoo County
Jennifer Spiller
Drain Office
Robert & Freda St. John
Margaret Kauffman
Mary Stadel
Ada & Dave Kidd
Marilyn & George Stephan
Rob Kolb
Stewart Swift
David Konkle
Ken Tableman
Christine Kosmowski
June Thaden
Paul Kruse
Mary & Ronald Tonneberger
Gayle Larson
Amy Trotter
Pamela & Lee Larson
Sandra Turner-Handy
Marilyn & Joey Latterman
Bridget Vial (in honor of)
Gordon & Maryln Lawrence Kim Waldo
Judie & Jerry Lax
Bob & Mary Jo Weise
Library of Michigan
Byron & Laura West
Veronique Liem
Janice Wheelock
Mary Lirones
Deanah & John White
Robert Krzewinski &
Kim Winchell
Sally Lunn
Paul & Jean Zugger
Timothy Maloney
Bruce Manny
* If a donor has asked us at any
Robert & Judith Marans
time in the past not to publish
Celeste McClellan &
his/her name, we continue to
Barbara Zmich
honor that request until the
Lorna McEwen
donor affirmatively indicates
Brenda Millett
we can publish his/her name.
Regina Morantz-Sanchez
If you are a 2014 donor who
Greg Mund
is not listed above and you
Knute Nadelhoffer
would like to be listed in future
Allan Newman &
publications, please let us know.
Roddy Wares
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