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Workshop Details:
- Use the Chat Function to share views or ask questions during the workshop
presentation
- A full Q&A will be done at the end of the presentation portion of the
workshop and you will be free to unmute and speak when invited to do so.
- This session will be recorded and a link to the recording will be shared with
all workshop participants. We will also share the slide deck.
- All workshop attendees will receive an ‘Action Sheet’ by email after the
session that includes all of the key information needed to delegate and to
stay informed on the sprawl issue.

STOP SPRAWL 101 - Some History:
A City Council direction in 2006
‘bookmarked’ rural Elfrida - an area
of mainly prime agricultural land - as
the city’s preferred location for urban
expansion.
Around the same time the former
provincial Liberal government was
bringing in the Places to Grow Act &
Growth Plan for the Greater Golden
Horseshoe, along with the Greenbelt
Act & Plan.

Elfrida lands

LEAR = Land Evaluation & Area Review – A study
conducted to help identify prime agricultural areas or
the agricultural land base more broadly, for designation
in official plans.

STOP SPRAWL 101 - Ford Government Changes:
- Private Urban Boundary Expansions up to 40 ha in size
- Urban intensification and density targets lowered

(from min 80 to 50 p&j/ha & from min 60% to 50%
intensification in built up urban area)
- ‘Planning Horizon’ expanded to 2051 (municipalities
must plan now to accommodate 30 years of growth)
- Modification of Land Needs Assessment Methodology to
reinstate ‘market demand’ as driving force (vs previous
focus on density & intensification targets)

STOP SPRAWL 101 - Land Needs Assessment:
A Land Needs Assessment (LNA) is a technical study
that determines how much land is needed in the City
to accommodate growth. The LNA must be
completed based on the methodology developed by
the Province and is a required part of the City’s
Municipal Comprehensive Review process (MCR).
- Source: City of Hamilton

STOP SPRAWL 101 - The City’s 2 LNA Scenarios
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Source - engagehamilton.ca
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STOP SPRAWL 101- Vision For a Better Future

STOP SPRAWL 101 - Cllr Clark’s Motions:
Motion No. 1:
Request to Province to Extend Municipal Planning Deadlines
- Allow city to delay required planning reports to province until ‘proper, in
person, informed consultation with the public has been conducted on
the growth concepts and the preferred growth concepts’
-Delay to ensure public can ‘fully participate in the process of planning
their communities for the growth planning period covering 2031 - 2051’
- Delay to allow consideration of the pandemic-related ‘significant changes
to the nature of work that are reducing office space and parking space
needs’.

STOP SPRAWL 101 - Cllr Clark’s Motions
Motion No. 2:
Deferral of LNA/MCR Report Until City-Wide Mail-Out Survey Completed
- Direct staff to ‘conduct a city-wide mail consultation with a survey on

the LNA and MCR that allows residents to submit their preference if
not one of the two options proposed’
- Community to be given ‘30 days to respond to the survey’

- Direct staff to ‘compile the data and provide summaries to the June 2
GIC meeting’

STOP SPRAWL 101 - Key Points:
Delay delivering the final land use plan to the province until in-person public
consultation has occurred because:
-Not everyone - both in rural & urban areas - has access to reliable internet
-This issue is complex & has huge implications for the city’s future so to try to engage a distracted
public during a pandemic is not the right time

Call for Council to FREEZE the urban boundary:
- Sprawl costs us all - we can’t afford to keep on growing outwards
- Urban expansion won’t solve the housing crisis
- Sprawl development is car-dependent & will not help us reduce gHg emissions over the coming
Decade.
- Sprawl will consume more farmland & rural open space, putting our local food security at risk and
making us more vulnerable to extreme weather impacts.
- A firm boundary will help to build ‘complete communities’ within the urban area - including
enhancing public amenities in existing urban neighbourhoods.

When you’re trying to decide what to say, think about:
- Aging/Lack of services & amenities in your neighbourhood
- Any environmental or climate emergency concerns you have
- Concerns you have about increasing taxes
- Urban sprawl & loss of prime farmland & the food it generates
- Affordable housing & the reality that costly sprawl won’t help
- You get the idea!!!

Delegation Training
What is a delegation?
Why is delegating important?
What should I talk about?
What should I expect?
#JustRecoveryHamOnt

What is a delegation?
A delegation is a formal presentation of your perspectives and/or
concerns to City Council. When a delegation is made to a
committee of Hamilton City Council, it can be a written or spoken
presentation. A delegation is your opportunity to make you views on
an issue known to elected officials.
During the time before COVID-19, oral delegations were done in
person in Council Chambers at City Hall. Now the city clerk will
provide you with a link to delegate virtually via the city’s ‘WebEx’
video system. You are limited to 5 minutes in total to present your
opinion on the issue you are delegating about.
#JustRecoveryHamOnt

Why is delegating important?
- City Councillors are responsible to their constituents.
- Hearing from members of the public provides politicians with more
perspectives on a given issue.
- Delegating to Council gives you a way to share your concerns and
to help others understand how a decisions might directly affect
you, your family, your neighbourhood, the broader community.
- Without hearing from you, Council can only depend on staff reports
and their own perspectives and concerns - which might be very
different from your perspectives and concerns.
#JustRecoveryHamOnt

What Should I Talk About?
- Remember that you have five minutes to speak
- Focus in on core points you want to get across and work from there
- It can be easiest, and most effective, to tell your own personal story
- Don’t worry about presenting facts and figures, this is your time to
convey what you value and want City Council to prioritize!
- Don’t be afraid to repeat what others have said or to endorse public
demands!

What Should I Expect?
-

-

-

You must submit your formal request to delegate, to the City Clerk by 12 noon
on Thursday, March 25th. Written submissions are due by 12 noon on
Friday, March 26th.
Your delegation request will be added to the GIC agenda for March 29th.
GIC members (mayor and all of council) will procedurally approve all
delegation requests at the start of the GIC meeting
As a delegator, you will receive an email from the city clerk, prior to the
meeting, with instructions to follow to log into WebEx and be ready to
delegate when called upon by the GIC chair.
You will have UP TO 5 minutes to present to the GIC.
Councillors may ask you questions after you finish your presentation.
Remember to talk slowly - it’s ok to be nervous!
If you don’t know the answer to a question asked by a councillor you should
feel comfortable saying so.

How to Request to Delegate to A Committee of Council:

There are two ways to sign up to delegate:
- By registering on-line on the city’s website at:
www.hamilton.ca/council-committee/council-committee-meetings/request-speak-committee-council-form

- By sending an e-mail to clerk@hamilton.ca

Signing Up On-Line:
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Signing Up On-Line:
Once the on-line form is submitted, you will receive an email confirmation from the City Clerk

#JustRecoveryHamOnt

Next Steps - Confirmation From Clerk:
Clerk Will Send E-mail With Detailed Delegation Instructions

#JustRecoveryHamOnt

Next Steps - Confirmation From Clerk:
Clerk Will Send Final E-Mail with WebEx Details

#JustRecoveryHamOnt

Sample
Delegations

Key Dates & Access Information:
-

The General Issues Committee meeting is taking place on Monday, March
29th starting at 9:30am.

-

Registering to Delegate:
○
○

Pre-recorded or Live Virtual Delegation requests must be submitted by Thursday,
March 25th at 12 noon.
Written Delegations must be submitted by Friday, March 26th at 12noon

To watch the General Issues Committee Meeting and Delegations:
- Go to www.hamilton.ca & click on the ‘Live Stream’ icon left of the search box, or
-Visit the City of Hamilton’s YouTube Channel - which live streams city meetings.

To connect with other delegators for solidarity & support during the
meeting, watch for a follow-up email with a link to the virtual room we are
setting up.

More on Stopping Sprawl in Hamilton & Beyond:
Sign EH’s petition to FREEZE the urban boundary
Learn More - view past EH Sprawl Webinars at:

www.environmenthamilton.org/urban_sprawl
Learn More - Sign up for a STOP SPRAWL 101 webinar:
- E-mail holdthelinehamont@hotmail.com
Join STOP Sprawl Ontario on Facebook
Follow STOP Sprawl Ontario on Instagram

Closing / Breakout Rooms

#JustRecoveryHamOnt

