Kimberley Weed Control Note

Neem — Azadirachta indica
Description
Neem trees can grow to 15m. The bark is red-brown and becomes flaky in older
trees. Young leaves may be red-green and mature to a deep green. Leaves are
arranged like a feather (pinnate) 15–35 cm long. The leaflets are in pairs (opposite)
and are 5–9cm long, 1.5–3.5cm wide, with serrated edges. Neem flowers are small,
white and honey-scented, and arranged in sprays up to 30cm long. Fruits are oneseeded drupes that ripen from green to yellow.

Flowering

July–September

Fruiting

October–November

Spread
Neems were widely planted in towns and settlements and have since invaded
monsoon vine thickets, riverbanks, creeks and savannah ecosystems. Seeds
germinate in abundance around parent trees, displacing natives. Birds eat the fruit
and spread seeds widely, especially under resting or roosting trees. Many large gums
and boabs in the Kimberley are now being suffocated by Neems.
Neem is a Common, Highly Invasive, High Impact Weed.

Control methods
Seedlings
Seedlings up to about 30cm tall are easily hand-pulled or dug out.
Many seedlings germinate under the parent tree and can easily be removed after
rain. Larger seedlings that are too hard to pull or dig out may need to be cut and
painted with herbicide. Spraying herbicide may be necessary for large infestations of
small seedlings. See Permit 13333 recommendations for perennial broadleaf weeds.
Tree
Cut stump, drill and fill or cut and treat basal bark with Access and diesel
mix as per off-label Permit 13333 recommendations for woody weeds and trees.
Monitor cut stumps for regrowth from the base and roots. Treat any regrowth by
spraying or further cutting and painting.

Control note
Neem may be confused with the native White Cedar Melia azedarach, which has
bipinnate (twice-divided) leaves and smooth or slightly furrowed bark.

The Bradley Method (adapted)
The weed control method recommended is based on the Bradley Bringing Back the Bush approach, which has been
adapted for north-western Australian
n conditions.

1. Work from good bush areas towards areas of weed invasion
2. Avoid disturbing the environment (i.e. trampling, soil disturbance, use of chemicals)
3. Do not overover-clear
4. Let native plant regeneration dictate the rate of weed removal (i.e. allow native bush to begin to
grow back a little before removing adjoining weed patches)
patches)

Where to start?
First identify what weeds are where, and assess the relative threat that these weeds pose to conservation and
cultural priorities. Determine the size of the weed problem and the size of the weed control effort that your team
can make. Start in areas that are more intact and contain identified priorities.
prioritie
Begin by removing the scattered weeds (outliers) in otherwise good native bush areas and work toward the core
infestation. This should be followed up at least twice a year to make sure that the
he original weeds have been
removed and to remove weeds that have germinated since.
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Adapted from the 'Environs
Environs Kimberley Monsoon Vine Thicket Weeding Guide (2017)'.
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