Monsoon Vine Thickets
Factsheet

A Threatened Ecological Community

Monsoon Vine Thickets are a type of rainforest
ecosystem found in discrete patches along the Kimberley
coast and also inland among rocky springs or streams.
The great diversity of plants found within vine thickets
provides important habitat for fauna such as Agile
Wallaby, Rose Crowned Fruit Dove, Flying Foxes and
Great Bowerbirds. Vine Thickets are also culturally
important to Indigenous people as many valuable
traditional food sources, water and significant sites are
located within them.

in the west Kimberley
Monsoon vine thickets along the Dampier Peninsula are
recognized as a Threatened Ecological Community
(TEC). They are uniquely confined to the landward edge
of coastal dunes in highly fragmented patches. These
patches are distributed from Cape Villaret in the south,
to One Arm Point in the north. The size and species
composition of vine thicket patches is highly variable
and can range from a stand of several trees to a patch
greater than 60ha. Larger, more northern patches
typically comprise a greater diversity of species.

Monsoon vine thickets are patches of dense vegetation
with the upper storey characterized by one or two
dominant trees. These trees often include mangarr
Pouteria sericea, blackberry or marool Terminalia
petiolaris, mamajen Mimusops elengii, ebony Diospyros
ferrea var humilis and goonj, Celtis phillipensis. Trees
are often covered in vines including snake vine
Tinaspora smiliacina, goolyi Caesalpinia major and
crab’s eye Abrus precatorius.

Monsoon vine thickets are semi deciduous. Towards the
end of the dry season up to 50% of plants lose their
leaves. They rely on wet season rain to help them
flourish. It is believed the high humidity along the
coastal fringe allows them to survive long periods of no
rain and provides some protection from fires. Many
patches are situated on ground water springs or shallow
aquifers.
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The areas in and around vine thickets are of great
significance to Indigenous people on the Dampier
Peninsula. Budan as the Bardi call them, provide
important camping and ceremonial areas as well as
valuable and reliable sources of nutritious bushtucker
and medicine.

Much of the flora and fauna found in vine thickets are
unique to this habitat. The abundant fruit available
during the wet attracts many birds, bats, and other
mammals as well as migratory species like the channelbilled cuckoo and pied pigeon.

Vine thickets work as a network ecosystem. The
movement of frugivorous animals between patches is
important for seed dispersal, maintaining essential plant
species migration and gene flow. The scattered
distribution and variable size of vine thickets means that
the degradation of a single patch can reduce species
migration, leaving patches isolated and vulnerable to
local extinction. The monsoonal vine thickets of the
Dampier Peninsula are listed as a ‘Vulnerable’ TEC by
the state of WA. In 2005, it was recommended they be
upgraded to ‘Endangered’ as they face a very high risk
of total destruction in the near future.
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Threats combine to intensify the impact upon vine thickets. For example; weeds make the patches susceptible to
hotter and more frequent fires; vine thicket plants are sensitive to fire and do not recover well; feral cattle and
donkeys penetrate the edges of the vine thickets spreading weeds and trampling sensitive understorey plants. These
disturbances create conditions for new weed populations to establish.

What can you do to help conserve our precious Vine Thickets?
•
•
•
•
•

Control weeds in your backyard and local area. More information about weeds and how to control
them can be found at http://www.environskimberley.org.au/weeds.htm
Don’t dump garden waste in the bush – this can spread more weeds and be a fire hazard.
When camping in coastal areas, be careful not to spread weed seeds or let campfires get out of control.
When driving, stick to the main track. Don’t create new ones – they let the weeds in!
Plant locally native species- especially Vine Thicket plants!

The Dampier Peninsula Vine Thicket Project is contracted by Rangelands WA and managed by Environs Kimberley in
collaboration with Department of Environment and Conservation (Pilbara region).
Contact ekweeds@environskimberley.org.au Ph: (08) 91921922
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