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•  Always Ask 
How can I do weed work smarter, better and safer?

•  Remember that good weed control happens over YEARS. 
Follow-up is vital. 

•  Minimise herbicide use by burning or cutting first to reduce 
the weeds in size and strength. Remove weeds before they set 
seed.

•  Be aware of human and environmental safety and Material 
Safety Data Sheets (MSDS), read labels etc.

•  Use the lowest schedule (least toxic) chemicals possible.   
No one HAS to use herbicides — make an informed choice.

•  Herbicides should be applied carefully, to kill weeds and 
avoid harming native plants.

•  Use several methods, such as burning, hand-pulling, slashing 
and grazing, as well as planting and seeding native plants. 

•  Do your research to find out what works best. 

More information can be found from the WA Organism List. 
www.agric.wa.gov.au/organisms or by contacting the Pest 
and Disease Information Service on 1800 084 881

Keep people &  
country safe when 
doing weed works

Coffee Bush infestation



Western Australian agricultural weeds are 
regulated under the Biosecurity and Agriculture 
Management Act (2007), with a two-tier system.

CLASSIFICATIONS

Legal Status
S11  —  Permitted
S22(2)  —  Declared pest
S12  — Declared pest (prohibited)
R73  — Needs a permit
S14  — Unlisted (needs  
      assessment/prohibited)

Control Categories
C1 —  Exclusion
C2 —  Eradication
C3 —  Management
Unassigned — Declared 
pests,harmful in certain conditions, 
determined under a plan

Many environmental and cultural weeds are not included  
in this Act.

The Department of Parks and Wildlife ranked Kimberley weeds 
and identified Kimberley Priority ALERT weeds:  
www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/plants/weeds/156-
how-does-dpaw-manage-weeds  

The 2014 list has been used as a guide for the description of 
weed extent, impact and invasiveness.

WoNS = The plant is one of the 32 Weeds of National Significance 

Bellyache Bush infestation



VINES AND SCRAMBLERS

WEEDS BECAUSE: They smother grass, shrubs and small 
trees. They spread easily and as they dry out they become fuel 
for hot fires. Many have escaped from gardens into the bush. 

METHODS:
Pull & Burn — Get it before it seeds!
Hand-pull and use rakes to get out of trees. Burn piles of weeds 
close to the site. Carting weeds away helps seeds/stolons to 
spread.
Cut & Paint/Spray — any time
Where vines reach up into shrubs and trees, cut vines at the 
bottom with a brush-cutter or hand tool and paint or spray the 
cuts. Pull growing vines out of the trees.
Slash, Pull & Burn — Get it before it seeds!
Where dominant, slash first and leave to dry. Lightly burning the 
area will germinate lots of new plants to be controlled but will 
help to reduce seed in the soil.
Don’t use it for Mulch
The stems will often re-grow and it will spread. Don’t dump 
garden waste!
New Plants
Carefully spray or pull new plants while they are small.  
Make sure to get the roots. 
Don’t Spread Seeds!
Seeds can be spread by muddy car tyres, shoes and car 
radiators. Prickly seeds can attach to clothes and swags. Check 
when leaving sites that you are not taking weed seeds with you!

Siratro infestation



Coral Vine 
(Antigonon leptopus)

Habit: Moderately invasive tendril climber to 20m.  
It has bright pink, red or white flowers. Leaves bright green, 
heart-shaped. 

Spread: Spreads by seed and root suckers. Moved soil can 
spread root tubers.

Emerging, Moderately Invasive, Moderate Impact weed 

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Camel Melon  
(Citrullus lanatus & C. colocynthis)

Habit: An annual scrambler or ground cover with yellow 
flowers and large green and white melon fruits. 

Spread: Fruits contain many seeds, which are spread by  
birds (& camels!)

Common — Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Butterfly Pea 
(Clitoria ternatea)

Habit: : Climbing plant to 7m with blue to purple flowers. 
Seed-pods contain hard black seeds. 

Spread: Seeds spread in water and mud and grow quickly. 
Stems can take root and grow.

Common, Moderately Invasive, High Impact weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Ivy Gourd
(Coccinia grandis)

Habit: Broad leaves and white star-shaped flowers with  
a fruit that looks like a small red watermelon. 

Spread: Animals can eat the seeds and spread them.  
Stems can take root and grow.

Emerging, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

National ALERT — Call 1800 084 881

S12 Prohibited
C1 Exclusion/Prohibited



Rubber Vine   
(Cryptostegia grandiflora)

Habit: Woody climber or shrub with glossy leaves, tubular 
flowers white inside and pink to purple outside, large seed-
pods. Lower leaves of young plants may have a red mid-vein. 

Spread: Feathery seeds spread by wind and water.

Emerging, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed

Report and remove it — Fast!
S12 Prohibited

C1 Exclusion/Prohibited
WoNS



Madagascar Rubbervine   
(C. madagascariensis)

Habit: Woody climber or shrub with glossy leaves, leaf mid-rib 
white and purplish tubular flowers. Seed-pods are shorter and 
have fewer seeds than C. grandiflora. 

Spread: Feathery seeds spread by wind and water.

Emerging, Moderately Invasive weed

Do not plant it!  Get it quick!

S22(2)  Declared Pest 
(C3) Management



Tiger Paw   
(Ipomoea pes-tigridis)

Habit: Twining climber with white flowers and seeds in  
papery capsules. 

Spread: Seeds spread in water and mud and grow quickly. 
Stems can take root and grow.

Emerging, Moderate Impact, Highly Invasive weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Pink Convolvulus   
(Ipomoea triloba)

Habit: Climber or herb with pink to purple flowers and  
3-lobed leaves.

Spread: Produces large numbers of seeds that grow easily. 

Emerging, High Impact weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Cupid’s Flower   
(Ipomoea quamoclit)

Habit: A slender climber with feathery leaves and red or yellow 
flowers on thin stalks.

Spread: Grows easily by seed. Stems can take root and grow.

Emerging, Moderate Impact weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Siratro   
(Macroptilium atropurpureum)

Habit: Tangled vine with leaves in three parts, dark mauve  
flowers and seed-pods with hard black seeds.

Spread: Grows easily by seed, stolons and stems that take root.

Common, Moderately Invasive, High Impact weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Hairy Merremia   
(Merremia aegyptia)

Habit: Twining climber with white funnel-shaped flowers  
and star-shaped seed-pods.

Spread: Seed capsules scatter seeds around the plant.  
Stems also take root and grow.

Common, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



White Creeper
(Merremia dissecta)

Habit: Twining climber with white funnel-shaped flowers  
with reddish-purple centre and star-shaped seed-pods.  
Leaves more highly dissected than those of M. aegyptia.

Spread: Seed capsules scatter seeds around the plant.  
Stems also take root and grow.

Common, Moderately Invasive, High Impact weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Stinking Passion Vine
(Passiflora foetida)

Habit: Climbing vine with white to purple flowers and fleshy 
yellow-orange fruit. Leaves have foul smell. 

Spread: Birds and mammals eat the fruit and spread the seeds. 

Widespread, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



TREES AND SHRUBS

WEEDS BECAUSE:  They dominate areas and push out 
native plants. Many have escaped from gardens into the 
bush. Overgrazing promotes spiny plants. Hard seeds last a 
long time in the soil and the plants spread easily after fire and 
disturbance. 

METHODS:
Cut & paint/spray — Anytime
Cut to ground level with a chainsaw or brushcutter and paint or 
spray the stumps with herbicide. Remove wood so it doesn’t 
become a fire risk.
Basal-barking — Works in the growing season
Cut a rounded section in the trunk and paint with herbicide. 
Consider whether dead trees left standing will be a fire risk.
Hand pull — Get it before it seeds!
Pull out small seedlings and shrubs in loose or wet soil.  
Pile or leave as mulch. Make sure to get the roots.
Burn piles — take care in early dry season
Burn piled wood to remove fire hazard and scattered seeds. 
Lightly burning the area will germinate lots of new plants to be 
controlled but will help to reduce seed in the soil.
New plants — Get them earlier while it’s easier
Follow up any control regularly. Spray or pull new plants 
(seedlings) while they are small. 
Don’t Spread Seeds!
Seeds can be spread from muddy car tyres, shoes and car 
radiators. Prickly seeds can attach to clothes and swags.  
Check when leaving that you’re not taking weed seeds with you!



Neem (Azadirachta indica)

Habit: Shady tree that grows to 15m. Yellow fruits follow  
lots of small white flowers. 

Spread: People have planted Neem around towns.  
Birds and mammals eat the fruits and spread the seed. 

Common, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



1
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1. Porcupine Flower & 2. Baleria 
(Barleria prionitis) and (B. lupulina)

Habit: Spiny shrub to 1.5m. Spiny yellow-orange flowers.  
B. lupulina leaves have a red mid-vein.

Spread: Seed capsules scatter seeds around the plant and 
seeds spread in water and on muddy tyres. 

Emerging, Moderately Invasive, High Impact weed

Report and remove it — Fast!

(B. prionitis)  National Environmental Alert Weed
Unlisted (needs assessment/prohibited) 



Rubber Bush 
(Calotropis procera)

Habit: Shrub with large waxy leaves and large green seed-pods. 
Flowers are white and purple. Milky sap in branches can cause 
rashes.

Spread: Seed-pods float easily. Feathery seeds spread by wind 
and water. 

Widespread, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



 Falsa 
(Grewia asiatica)

Habit: Shrub to 4m with yellow to red flowers. Fruits purple to 
black when ripe.

Spread: Birds and mammals eat the fruits and spread the seed. 

Emerging, Moderately Invasive, High Impact weed 

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Oblong Indigo 
(Indigofera oblongifolia)

Habit: Erect, spreading shrub to 2m with pinkish flowers.  
Brown seed-pods with black seeds.

Spread: Seed capsules split open and spread in water  
and on muddy tyres. 

Emerging, Moderate Impact weed 

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Pink Morning Glory 
(Ipomoea carnea)

Habit: Shrub to 3.5m with heart-shaped, sometimes silvery 
leaves, which can be toxic. Pink to purple-blue flowers.

Spread: Grows easily from toxic seeds.  

Emerging, High Impact weed 

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Bellyache Bush 
(Jatropha gossypiifolia)

Habit: Shrub to 4m. Leaves glossy, purple and green.  
Flowers red with yellow centres. Green to brown seed capsules.

Spread: Seed capsules split open and scattered seeds spread 
in water and on muddy tyres.  

Widespread, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed.

Report and remove it — Fast!
S22(2) Declared Pest

C3 Management
WoNS



Lantana 
(Lantana camara)

Habit: Spreading small shrub with orange, red, pink and  
yellow flowers. Purple-black berry-like fruits.

Spread: Birds and mammals eat the fruits and spread the seed.  

Emerging, Moderately Invasive, High Impact weed

Do not plant it!  Get it quick!

S22(2) Declared Pest
C3 Management

WoNS



Coffee Bush 
(Leucaena leucocephala)

Habit: Tree to 6m high, creamy ball flowers, long brown  
seed-pods and hard black seeds.

Spread: Seeds are spread in water and on muddy tyres,  
and by animals eating the seed-pods.  

Common, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Mimosa 
(Mimosa pigra)

Habit: Shrub with prickly stems and prickly, feathery leaves that 
fold when touched. Pink flowers and green to brown seed-pods.

Spread: Seed-pods float and stick to humans, cars and animals. 
Easily roots from stems in floodplains and swampy areas.  

Emerging, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed

Report and remove it — Fast!
S12 Prohibited

C2 Eradication/Prohibited
WoNS



Horseradish Tree
(Moringa oleifera)

Habit: Tree to 5m high with corky white-grey bark. White flowers 
grow in clusters with five unequal petals. Long seed-pods have 
dark brown seeds.

Spread: Papery wings on seeds spread them by wind and 
water. 

Emerging, Moderately Invasive, High Impact weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Parkinsonia 
(Parkinsonia aculeata)

Habit: Small to medium tree with yellow flowers, spikes on 
branches and light brown seed-pods with hard black seeds.

Spread: Seeds are spread in water and on muddy tyres,  
and by animals eating the seed-pods.

Widespread, Moderate Impact, Highly Invasive Weed

Report and remove it — Fast!
S22(2) Declared Pest

C3 Management
WoNS



Mesquite 
(Prosopis spp.)

Habit: Spiny small tree with pale yellow flowers and pale brown 
seed-pods containing a hard seed.

Spread: Seeds are spread in water and on muddy tyres, and by 
animals eating the seed-pods.

Emerging, High Impact weed

Report and remove it — Fast!
S22(2) Declared Pest

C2 Eradication/Prohibited
WoNS

Kimberley Priority ALERT Weed



Castor Oil Plant 
(Ricinus communis)

Habit: Shrub with glossy red to green leaves. Male yellow 
flowers and red female flowers on the same stem.

Spread: The poisonous seeds are spread in water and on 
muddy tyres.  

Emerging, Moderately Invasive weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



1.Candle Bush & 2.Coffee Senna
(Senna alata) and (S. occidentalis)

Habit: Spreading shrubs up to 2.5m with large yellow flowers 
and seed-pods that mature green to brown-black.

Spread: Seeds are spread in water and on muddy tyres,  
and by animals eating the seed-pods.  

Emerging, Moderate Impact, Moderately Invasive

Get it quick before it seeds!

S22(2) Declared Pest
C3 Management

1

2 2

1



Prickly Acacia
(Vachellia [Acacia] nilotica)

Habit: Spiny tree that grows to 10m. Feathery leaves.  
Pale green-grey seed-pods. Flowers are fluffy yellow balls. 

Spread: Seeds are spread in water and on muddy tyres,  
and by animals eating the seed-pods. 

Common, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed

Report and remove it — Fast!

S12 Prohibited
C2 Eradication/Prohibited

WoNS



Taylor Fruit/Chinee Apple 
(Ziziphus mauritiana)

Habit: Thorny, spreading shrub to 6m. Glossy leaves, white 
underneath. Flowers white to green. Ripe stone fruit is brown 
with white flesh.

Spread: Birds, animals and people eat the fruit and spread  
the seeds. Often found in gardens.

Emerging, Moderately Invasive Weed

Do not plant it!  Get it quick!
S22(2) Declared Pest

C3 Management



HERBS

WEEDS BECAUSE: They dominate areas and push out 
native plants. Many escape from gardens into the bush. 
Overgrazing promotes spiny plants. Annual herb weeds 
create fuel for fires or leave areas bare in the late dry season 
and lead to erosion. 

METHODS:
Slash while plants are flowering
Slash tall annual plants before seeds ripen.
Burn areas — safely — in the early dry season
Burn piles of cut and/or dry plants to destroy accumulated 
seeds on the ground.
Cut & paint/spray — Get them before they seed
Herb weeds grow well in disturbed soil. Slash or remove plant 
material with a brush-cutter before painting, or wait a few 
weeks and then carefully spray new growth with herbicide.
Manage grazing 
To reduce spread of prickly seeds and allow native plants to 
recover. 
Replace — After control
Plant or seed native herbs, shrubs and grasses to compete with 
weeds.
New plants — Get them earlier while it’s easier
Learn to identify weeds by the leaves on new seedlings, and 
carefully spray. Hand-pull small infestations. 

Mintweed infestation



Kapok Bush
(Aerva javanica)

Habit: Grows to 1.6m. Looks grey because it is covered in hairs. 
Always seems to have fluffy grey flowers and many seeds.

Spread: Seeds spread in the wind and grow easily. 

Widespread, Moderately Invasive Weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Goat’s Head
(Acanthospermum hispidum)

Habit: Grows to 1m. Has hairy stems, leaves without stalks 
and small yellow to cream flowers in clusters. Hooked seeds fit 
together in a star-shaped prickly burr.

Spread: Seeds easily attach to people and animals and  
float in water. 

Common, Moderately Invasive weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Khaki Weed
(Alternanthera pungens)

Habit: Spreads along the ground in mats. Globular white to 
yellow flowers become prickly light-brown burrs that contain tiny 
yellow seeds.

Spread: Burrs attach easily to people and animals. Can also 
spread in hay and water. 

Common, Highly Invasive weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Cobblers Pegs/Beggars Tick
(Bidens pilosa/B. bipinnata)

Habit: Annual herb to 1.5m. Yellow flowers — sometimes  
cream to white.

Spread: Seeds have multiple bristles that attach easily to  
people and animals.

Widespread, Highly Invasive weed 

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Rosella
(Hibiscus sabdariffa)

Habit: Annual herb growing to 1m. Yellow flower with reddish 
centre. Large red edible fruit.

Spread: Spread by birds and other animals that eat the fruit. 
Escapes from gardens into wet areas and waterways. 

Common, Moderately Invasive weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Mintweed
(Hyptis suaveolens)

Habit: Annual herb becoming woody, growing 1–3m. Strong 
mint smell and small blue to purple flowers with tiny seeds.

Spread: Flower-heads carrying seeds spread in water and 
attach to animals and people. Spread by slashers and muddy 
tyres. 

Emerging, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Thornapple
(Datura spp)

Habit: Poisonous annual herbs with large, usually oval leaves 
and white to purple trumpet flowers.

Spread: Round to oval spiny seed capsules attach to people, 
animals and vehicles and spread in waterways. 

Emerging weed, Moderately Invasive weed
Report and remove it — Fast!

S22(2) Declared Pest
Kimberley Priority ALERT Weeds  (D.metel , D. stramonium)



Phasey Bean
(Macroptilium lathyroides)

Habit: Erect, sometimes creeping annual herb with leaves in 
three parts. Light mauve to red flowers. Green pods contain hard 
black seeds.

Spread: Seeds are spread in water and mud, and by machinery. 
Stolons, seed and stems take root and grow. 

Common, Moderate Impact weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Parthenium Weed
(Parthenium hysterophorus)

Habit: Annual blue-grey herb to 2m that becomes woody  
and hairy. Clusters of creamy-white flowers and black seeds.

Spread: Seeds can be spread by wind, water, machinery,  
hay and animal movements. 

Emerging, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed
Report and remove it — Fast!

S12 Declared Pest, Prohibited 
C1 Exclusion/Prohibited

WoNS
Kimberley Priority ALERT Weed



Praxelis
(Praxelis clematidea)

Habit: Annual hairy and sticky herb to 1m. Rounded clusters 
of tiny blue to purple-pink flowers at the end of stalks produce 
many seeds.

Spread: Seeds spread in wind and water. They also attach to 
people, animals and machinery, and are moved in garden soils. 

Emerging, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed
Report and remove it — Fast!

S12 Declared Pest, Prohibited 
C2 Exclusion/Prohibited

National Environmental ALERT Weed



Sicklepod
(Senna obtusifolia)

Habit: Annual herb or shrub growing to 2m. Blunt-tipped leaves 
smell when crushed. Yellow flowers and cylindrical seed-pods.

Spread: Seeds spread in hay, waterways and mud that sticks to 
cars, machinery and animals. 

Emerging, Highly Invasive weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S22(2) Declared Pest 
C3 Management



Snakeweed
(Stachytarpheta cayennensis and S. jamaicensis)

Habit: Erect woody herb or shrub growing to 2m. Mostly blue 
to white or blue to purple flowers on stalks (S. jamaicensis), 
produces numerous seeds.

Spread: Seeds spread by cars, water, hay and moved soil,  
often starting in gardens. 

Emerging, Moderately Invasive, Moderate Impact weed

Do not plant it!  Get it quick!

S11 Permitted



Stylo
(Stylosanthes spp.)

Habit: Several species of herb or low shrub with small yellow 
pea flowers and leaves in three parts. Seedpods with a hook, 
vary in shape between species.

Spread: Seeds spread by cars, machinery, and animal 
movements, and in hay. 

Emerging, Moderately Invasive, Moderate Impact weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Caltrop
(Tribulus terrestris)

Habit: Creeping annual herb with yellow flowers and spiky  
round seeds.

Spread: Seeds attach to people, animals and machinery  
and grow easily in disturbed soils. 

Emerging, Highly Invasive weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Noogoora Burr
(Xanthium strumarium [occidentale])

Habit: Woody annual herb covered in stiff hairs and growing to 
2m. Large rough leaves. Fruit is a spiny woody burr containing 
black seeds.

Spread: Seeds spread in waterways and catch onto animals, 
people and cars. 

Common, Highly Invasive, High Impact weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S22(2) Declared Pest 
C3 Management



GRASSES

WEEDS BECAUSE:  They push out native plants and create 
dry fuel for hot fires. Spread easily by wind and water. Prickly 
seeds attach to animals, people and cars. 

METHODS:
Slash — before seed ripens
Slash tall, dry plants. These will green up in a few weeks and be 
easier to spray.
Slash — then burn
Slash before or when flowering, leave a few weeks to dry out, 
then burn. Burning can kill ripening seeds. Be sure to follow up.
Burn in the early dry when there is less dry plant material (fuel load) 
and the fire will not be as hot as it would be later. Green plants that 
emerge after fire are much easier to spot-spray and kill.
Spray new plants — Get them earlier while it’s easier
Spray when plants are small and green. It is more effective, 
reduces herbicide use and off-target kill. 
Hand pull — Before it seeds!
Pull out small plants where they are in loose or wet soil and there 
are lots of natives that could be sprayed accidently. Make sure to 
get the roots.
Seeding
Spread native grass seed to displace the weeds.
Planting and mulching
In rainforest and heavily wooded areas, planting trees and shrubs 
can help to create canopy cover and leaf litter, which shades out 
the grass layer. Mulch while the trees are small. 
Don’t Spread Seeds!
Seeds can be spread from muddy car tyres, shoes and car 
radiators. Prickly seeds can attach to clothes and swags. Check 
when leaving sites that you’re not taking weed seeds with you!

Buffel Grass infestation



Gamba Grass 
(Andropogon gayanus)

Habit: Tall perennial grass to 4m. Leaves to 30cm long and  
2cm wide with a white mid-rib. Major fire hazard.

Spread: Fluffy seeds float in wind and water. Also spread by 
machinery, hay and deliberate sowing for fodder.

Emerging, High Impact, Highly Invasive weed

Report and remove it — Fast!

S12 Declared Pest, Prohibited 
C2 Eradication/Prohibited

WoNS



Giant Reed 
(Arundo donax)

Habit: Woody perennial grass to 6m. Large spike-like seed-
heads. Strong rhizome, grows in wet areas.

Spread: Fluffy seeds float in wind and water. Also spread from  
gardens.  

Emerging, High Impact, Moderately Invasive weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



1.Gallon’s Curse & 2.Mossman River Grass 
(Cenchrus biflorus) & (C.echinatus)

Habit: Tussock-forming annual grass to 1m. Green to purple 
flower-head spikes become covered in white seeds with a 
pinkish tinge.

Spread: Spiny seeds attach to clothes, swags and animals.

Common, Highly Invasive weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted

1
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Buffel Grass 
(Cenchrus ciliaris)

Habit: Tussock-forming perennial grass to 1m. Spike-like flower-
heads have purplish to white flowers. Fluffy seed-heads can be 
15cm long and are covered in bristles.

Spread: Seeds spread in the wind, and can catch on clothing 
and animal fur. Deliberately spread as pasture.

Widespread, High Impact, Moderately Invasive weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Birdwood Grass 
(Cenchrus setiger)

Habit: Tussock-forming perennial grass to 0.8m with green 
flower-head spikes, cream to purple flowers and dark, purple-
black seeds.

Spread: Seeds float in wind and water. Has been spread as a 
pasture grass.

Common, High Impact, Moderately Invasive weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Annual Mission Grass
(Cenchrus [Pennisetum] pedicellatus)

Habit: Tussock-forming annual grass. Long fluffy seed-head 
spikes are cream to pale purple.

Spread: Seeds float easily in wind and water and are spread by 
hay, cars and machinery.

Common, High Impact, Highly Invasive weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



Elephant Grass
(Cenchrus purpureus)

Habit: Perennial grass to 4m. Long spike-like yellow to purplish 
flower-heads. Grows in wet areas.

Spread: Rhizomes. Seeds float easily in wind and water and are 
spread by animals, cars and machinery.

Emerging, High Impact Weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Guinea Grass
(Megathyrsus maximus)

Habit: Perennial grass to 3m. Open, branched seed-head to 
60cm long. Leaf blade long and flat, 1–3cm wide.

Spread: A mass of seeds are produced, which are spread by 
water and wind, in hay and by deliberate sowing.

Emerging, High Impact, Highly Invasive weed

Get it quick before it seeds!

S11 Permitted



Grader Grass
(Themeda quadrivalvis)

Habit: Annual (sometimes perennial) golden-red grass to  
1.5m Seeds with bent bristles.

Spread: Seeds stick in clothing and animal fur. Graders, 
slashers, deliberate sowing for pasture; muddy vehicles also 
spread the seed.

Careful: Looks like native kangaroo grass T. triandra  
(Check ID first).

Common, High Impact, Highly Invasive weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!

S11 Permitted



WATER WEEDS

WEEDS BECAUSE:  They can quickly cover and choke 
waterways. Water weeds that form mats can block out 
sunlight and stop oxygen from mixing with water. They can 
alter flows through creeks and rivers. Many fish, plants, 
waterbugs and other animals can be affected. 

There are very few water weed species in the Kimberley
Let’s keep it that way!

Acting quickly can prevent the spread of weeds by 
people, birdlife and water.

Report any new weeds to the Department of Agriculture 
and Food

1800 084 881

An infestation of Salvinia in the Northern Territory. Outbreaks 
have occurred in the East Kimberley and been eradicated 
through effective early control



Water Hyacinth
(Eichhornia crassipes)

Habit: Free-floating in slow-moving or still water, or rooted in 
wet soil. Grows to 60cm and has blue to purple or white flowers. 
Leaves are fleshy.

Spread: Sometimes deliberately planted into waterways and can 
spread from flooded garden ponds. Spreads easily from stolons 
or broken fragments. 

Emerging, High Impact, Highly Invasive weed

Identify it early, Get it quick!

S12 Declared Pest, Prohibited 
C2 Eradication/Prohibited

WoNS
Kimberley Priority ALERT Weed



Olive Hymenachne
(Hymenachne amplexicaulis)

Habit: Perennial grass to 1.5m or more, with rhizomes that  
thrive in deep water. Cylindrical flower spikes to 40cm long. 
Leaves may be up to 45cm long and 6cm wide.

Spread: Water birds, floods and contaminated hay.  Sometimes 
deliberately planted into waterways.

Unknown in WA — High Impact, Highly Invasive weed

Be vigilant — It is close to the border!

S12 Declared Pest, Prohibited 
C1 Exclusion/Prohibited

WoNS
Kimberley Priority ALERT Weed



Salvinia 
(Salvinia molesta)

Habit: Masses of floating, green, oval hairy fronds form mats 
across the water’s surface.

Spread: Fragments reproduce quickly and can spread from 
discarded aquariums or flooded ponds, on the feet of birds 
between waterways, by boats and other vehicles.

Emerging, High Impact, Highly Invasive weed

Identify it early, Get it quick!

S12 Declared Pest, Prohibited 
C2 Eradication/Prohibited

WoNS
Kimberley Priority ALERT Weed



Water Lettuce
(Pistia stratiotes)

Habit: Free-floating, forming dense mats attached by stolons. 
Looks like a spongy velvety lettuce. Small white-green flowers 
and a green berry fruit that turns brown.

Spread: Seeds and stolons spread the plant quickly. Can be 
spread from aquariums or flooded ponds, on the feet of birds 
between waterways, by boats and other vehicles.

Emerging, High Impact, Highly Invasive weed

Identify it early, Get it quick!

S12 Declared Pest, Prohibited 
C2 Eradication

Kimberley Priority ALERT Weed



Para Grass
(Urochloa mutica)

Habit: Perennial grass to 2m high, stems spreading up to 4m 
with densely hairy nodes and leaf blades up to 20mm wide.

Spread: Grows in wetlands and floodplains. Fragments can  
take root and grow. Deliberately sown as pasture.

Common, High Impact, Moderately Invasive weed

Remove it, don’t let it spread!  

S11 Permitted


