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Later this month, Environs Kimberley will call Kimberley weed warriors to arms and launch 
the Interim Kimberley Neem Management Plan. 

Neem was introduced as a shade tree to many communities in the Kimberley in the 1960’s 
but its rapid spread has raised alarm bells throughout the region. In 2015, attendees at the 
Kimberley Weed Forum identified Neem as the number #1 priority weed for the region. 

“People are rightly concerned—Neem is invading many different areas, developing 
impenetrable forests along waterways, devastating iconic boab trees and mature gums, 
displacing nationally Endangered monsoon vine thicket, and threatening Endangered 
Purple-crowned Fairy-wren habitat,” said Jessica Miller, Environs Kimberley Project Officer. 

Neem is infesting and degrading environmental, cultural and agricultural sites across 
Queensland, Northern Territory and WA. In 2015 the NT declared Neem a weed to be 
controlled under its Weeds Management Act, but in WA there are no state regulations to 
control the introduction or spread of this notorious weed.  

“In our recent online survey, 93 respondents expressed concerns about Neem, identified 
locations of infestations and discussed control methods. Environs Kimberley collated this 
information and worked with weed control operators, including Aboriginal rangers, to gather 
data and control Neem. We developed this Interim Kimberley Neem Management Plan to 
benchmark the present state of knowledge and understanding of Neem distribution, spread 
and impact,” Ms Miller said. 

The Plan collates and shares knowledge, observations and experiences of Neem 
management. “We hope these case studies and control recommendations enable people to 
better design and implement effective Neem control projects,” said Ms Miller 

“Through the goodwill and foresight of a handful of operators, we have greatly enhanced the 
distribution maps for Neem in the Kimberley.  The Neem problem is far greater than most 
government organisations, land managers and community members realised and we urge 
the State to act quickly to implement the Plan’s eleven recommendations,” said Ms Miller.   

The Plan will be launched by Dr Malcolm Lindsay and Jessica Miller on November 30 at 
2.30pm at Lotteries House, with presentations a current alongside new control methods. 
Afternoon tea will be provided. 
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The Kimberley Interim Neem Management Plan has been developed by the Environs Kimberley — 
Kimberley Nature Project staff in the delivery of the following project, funded by State NRM WA: 

'Sharing knowledge to tackle Kimberley Weed Priorities — Neem, Azadirachta indica 
 


