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Kimberley’s Horizontal Falls one step closer to protection  
 

 World-famous Horizontal Falls marine and national parks open for comment 

 Mining banned from the Horizontal Falls 

 Call for Australia’s Best Marine Park with increased sanctuaries and bans on prawn 
trawling, seismic testing and mining in whale calving areas 

 
The Horizontal Falls, described by Sir David Attenborough as “one of the greatest natural wonders of 
the world”, is another step closer to protection after a strong push by environment groups. The move 
will bolster the Kimberley’s reputation for world-class natural landscapes and drive economic activity 
through tourism and employment for Indigenous Rangers.  
 
“The WA Government recognised that the threat of copper mining at the Horizontal Falls was 
unacceptable and we welcome the release of the Lalang-garram/Horizontal Falls Marine Park and 
Oomeday National Park Management Plans for public comment today,” said Environs Kimberley 
Marine Project Officer Jason Fowler. 
 
“We congratulate the Dambimangari Traditional Owners on their hard work and negotiation with the 
State Government. 
 
“The draft plans for a new marine park include 8 sanctuary areas and the removal of mining tenements 
over the Horizontal Falls — this is excellent  
 
Despite the positives in the draft plans, Environs Kimberley is asking for a number of additions. 
 
“We are calling on the State government to make this Australia’s Best Marine Park, and for this we 
need just a 10%  increase in sanctuary areas, to compete with the Great Barrier Reef and Ningaloo 
Marine Parks,” said Mr Fowler. 
 
“We’ll be proposing important areas in the park that are worthy of this additional protection. We want 
this park to be recognised internationally as Australia’s Best Marine Park,” Mr Fowler said. 
 
Environs Kimberley is also calling for prawn trawling, seismic testing and mining to be banned in whale-
calving areas in the Park. 
 
“This park should be an example to the world of the best kind of custodianship of a truly magnificent 
coastal area, and it can’t be that if the door is open to prawn trawling, seismic testing and mining in 
whale calving areas like Collier Bay,” said Mr Fowler. 
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Draft Lalang-garram/Horizontal Falls Marine Park and Oomeday National Park Management Plans here 
(Mining tenement map on page 13) 

 

 

http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/parks/management-plans/draft-plans-open-for-public-comment/359-horizontal-falls-have-your-say

