Bulletin of Environs Kimberley – Issue 88 / December 2019

www.environskimberley.org.au

Fitzroy Crossing Rocks
Craig Phillips, EK Board Member

The Community concert for
the Fitzroy and Margaret
Rivers was held on Saturday
26th October at the old Fitzroy
Crossing causeway and
riverbed. It was a hot day and, as the proceedings
began at 4pm, there were rain clouds in the distance
and the crowd was coming in slowly.
The music started full of youthful enthusiasm,
with the Fitzroy Valley District High School band
beautifully harmonising their own song ‘Shine with
me and I will shine with you’. The crowd started to
grow quickly as the sun was setting and a night of
passion and music and dancing lay ahead.
EK’s Martin, Tess, Malcolm, Christine, Carmel and I, as well
as Monique and Linda from the Like Nowhere Else alliance,
all attended and helped in the proceedings; it was good fun
to work with the local community. Along with the Bunuba
Rangers we cooked hundreds of sausages and fed the
crowd, making sure they had the energy to dance the night
away. Damian Kelly took some amazing photos to capture
the occasion.

Hundreds of people came to celebrate the Fitzroy and
Margaret Rivers and share their concerns about proposed
exploitation of the wet season water flows. People came
from hundreds of kilometres away to take part, and the
Township of Fitzroy Crossing was well represented. This will
be the first of many awareness-raising concerts until we get
proper protection for the rivers. Coming together in a spirit
of friendship and love of country is a very powerful emotion.
It can be great fun being a part of Saving the Nature of the
Kimberley.
With special thanks to: all the musicians, speakers, rangers
and volunteers; Joe Ross, Mary Aiken and Monique
Middleton; Stafford Smith for the stage and production;
Bunuba Dawangarri Aboriginal Corporation and Marra Worra
Worra for supporting the event; Damian Kelly for the photos;
Stephanie King, PAKAM and Jozaus Claire for the filming and
to everyone else who came along and had a great time.

We were treated to excellent music from Fitzroy Express,
Stephen Pigram, Patrick Davies, Ronnie Jimbidie, Olive Knight,
Main River Band and the school band. We heard passionate
speeches from Mary Aiken, Kankawa Nagarra (Olive Knight)
and Monique Middleton, Bunuba Traditional owners; Rosita
Shaw and Linda Nardea, Nyikina Mangala Traditional Owners;
Mervyn Street, Gooniyandi Traditional Owner; Dr Anne
Poelina, Nyikina Warrwa Traditional Owner, and others.
With a touch of bitter-sweet nostalgia I met up with Bunuba
leader Joe Ross and we reminisced about how we met 20
years ago when we were campaigning against the proposal
to dam Dimond Gorge on the Fitzroy River. It is comforting to
know Joe is still involved and we vowed once again to stop
inappropriate development along the River.

Sending a message to Premier McGowan. Photo: Damian Kelly

A special birthday surprise for Fitzroy Express’s Danny Marr – Joe Ross sings
and EK Director Martin Pritchard presents the elaborate guitar-shaped
birthday cake. Photo: Damian Kelly

Report From The Chair
Kate Golson
I began writing this newsletter report some weeks ago
when the main news stories nationally were about
‘catastrophic’ weather conditions and the number and
severity of wildfires. It was then that I first heard the
term pyrogeography – the study of the past, present,
and projected distribution of wildfire, according to
Wikipedia.
Pyrogeography is a new multidisciplinary field pioneered
by fire ecologist and pyrogeographer David Bowman of the
University of Tasmania. David has written a lot about the
need to broaden our thinking and efforts to combat wildfires,
such as combining Aboriginal traditional fire management
with western scientific practices. See, for example https://
theconversation.com/profiles/david-bowman-4397/articles
Earlier in the year, in August, about 250 ha of bush around
Broome, much of it within the Culture and Conservation
reserves of Minyirr Park, was burnt by fires thought to have
been deliberately lit. The damage included some 16 ha of the
rare and endangered Australian rainforest, Monsoonal Vine
Thicket (MVT), which the Yawuru Traditional Owners and EK
have been protecting together since 2007. In a recent article
on this partnership, Nick Rodway details a locally-grown and
long-term approach to combatting wildfires for biodiversity
conservation. See https://news.mongabay.com/2019/11/
indigenous-wildlife-ranger-collaboration-conserves-rareaustralian-rainforests/.
On a different note, at this year’s AGM in early November, we
bade goodbye to Board members Richard Hosking and Nik
Wevers, and a week later farewelled Rowena Puertollano.
Thank you again to all three for bringing fresh and valuable
perspectives to our discussions. In their stead, we welcome
Sarah Dobson and Cassie Douglas-Hill onto the Board. Sarah
is a member of the Yawuru Land and Sea Management
Unit, with a good deal of other expertise including events
management and administration, while Cassie has experience
in economic scoping, environmental management, social
enterprise and food systems, among others.

Aside from continuing to support and strengthen the
organisation through strategic decision-making and
fundraising, this year the Board has remained committed to
improving the ways we make decisions. As part of this effort,
in late October we held a workshop on governance training
and strategic review, which brought together staff and Board
members for the first time in a long while. We agreed that
these all-of-organisation occasions must be held much more
regularly so that we have a shared understanding of, and can
all contribute to, the strategic directions of EK. The store of
good will and camaraderie made this event enjoyable and
productive, which goes a long way to explaining why people
tend to stay at EK for a long time when they have a choice.

A joyful and soulful festive season to you all.
Until 2020
Kate

Thank You Kate
Kate has been Chair of EK for 10 years. She has made an
incredible contribution to the organisation, providing a huge
amount of energy, time and thinking into how we can be
effective, efficient and cohesive. Kate has also given invaluable
support and advice to the Director over the years. Rarely
do not-for-profits have such a dedicated person as a Board
member and Chair. Kate, thank you so much for all your hard
work, we appreciate it greatly.
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In my report at the AGM, I spoke about the organisation’s
changing financial fortunes on both the advocacy and
campaigns fronts, after some grim lean years for us and
Australian conservation efforts generally. This followed
presentations by Director Martin Pritchard and Kimberley
Nature Project Coordinator Mal Lindsay, in which they talked
about EK securing many generous donations and some large
long-term grants.

Acknowledgements
Newsletter design: Iannello Design
Original logo: Rose Cox
Artwork: Robyn Wells

Bulletin of Environs Kimberley - Issue 88 / December 2019

@EnviroKimberley
environs.kimberley
@environskimberley
Thanks for helping
us to protect the
Kimberley environment

Director's Report
Martin Pritchard

More fish kills on
Liveringa pastoral lease
The wet is nearly here — or so we hope. Country is
parched, dry-season pools are seriously pressured and
animals are dying.
The latest fish deaths on Ms Gina Rinehart’s Liveringa pastoral
lease were reported to us on September 26. Forty-two large
female Barramundi breeders, some over 1.5 metres long, and
a freshwater crocodile, were found dead in a pool on Snake
Creek, an anabranch of the Fitzroy River. A pump is connected
to this pool, which irrigates cattle fodder on Liveringa.
The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation
happened to be on site when the fish kill was found, The ABC
Kimberley reported their comments as follows: “…Liveringa
Station had not breached their water extraction licence,
but that the Department is examining whether extraction
of water for irrigation from Snake Creek exacerbated the
fish kill events…” and ”…that a further 17 barramundi have
subsequently been found dead, and that, if required, changes
can be made to Liveringa's irrigation licence.”
These dead fish, along with the 46 critically endangered
Freshwater Sawfish that died in pools connected to Snake
Creek last December, show just how delicately balanced life
is in the Fitzroy River and connected waterways. We have a
choice to make, particularly with climate change predictions
for the Kimberley, on whether we give these waterways
more of a chance to be healthy. Pumping billions of litres of
water out of Snake Creek undoubtedly has a negative impact
and, if Liveringa has not breached its water licence, there’s
something very wrong with their water licence conditions.
What this episode shows is that we cannot rely on water
regulation to keep our rivers healthy; the Murray–Darling is
a case in point. The only way we can guarantee the health of
rivers is by keeping them free of large-scale extraction. It’s
time to begin a conversation about Snake Creek: removing the
pumps, shifting the irrigation fields away from the floodplains
and using groundwater, all of which is entirely feasible.
Sawfish have existed for 60 million years; surely we don’t want
to see their extinction on our watch?
Please sign the petition on our website
www.environskimberley.org.au/protect_fitzroy

Apparently, if you consume goat cheese and soy
lattes in the city, you can’t have an opinion on dams.
“Sitting around in the goat cheese, soy milk latte cafes
and bars, are those in the cities, increasingly distancing
themselves from those working hard in country areas
and increasingly raising their voices against dams and the
very industry that enables them to have fresh produce
from a clean-air country.”
			
Ms Gina Rinehart Nov 2019
Correction: The August EK News Crunchtime for the
Martuwarra Fitzroy River incorrectly stated that a
groundbreaking report on the economic risks of irrigation and
the positive new industries had been written by the
University of Western Australia. The report was by UniSA.

Kimberley fracking betrayal
Vast areas of the Kimberley are in the firing line
following the release of a map (p. 14) by the
McGowan Government, opening up the region to
fracking. In November 2018, the Premier said: The
specific boundaries covering the Dampier Peninsula
ban will be developed in consultation with the local
community. Further, the Fracking Implementation
Plan developed by the Department of Mines stated
that the community would be consulted as well as
Traditional Owners. From an Al Jazeera article: In
Kimberley, traditional owners sidelined in fracking
discussion (17 October), we learnt that the Nyikina
Mangala people have not been consulted on the
boundaries; neither has the rest of the community.
Premier McGowan will be explaining his
government’s actions through questions in
parliament very soon, and we’ll let you know what he
says. In the meantime, please make sure you sign our
online petition calling for a ban on fracking:
www.environskimberley.org.au/ban_fracking

New Fitzroy
River campaign
postcard —
can you help?
We need to get
as many people as
possible on board the
campaign to protect
the Fitzroy. Can you help by getting all your friends
to sign? It doesn’t matter where you are, we can
send a pack to you to share with your friends or take
them to a local shop or café (remember the goats’
cheese!). Send an email to Tess with your address
and the number of cards you think you can get signed
community@environskimberley.org.au or call on
(08) 9192 1922.

Illegal clearing at Yakka Munga – a win!
Our joint campaign, led by Nyikina Traditional
Owners, to stop landclearing by Shanghai Zenith,
owned by a Chinese Real Estate company, was
successful. Traditional Owners blockaded the site
and stopped the bulldozers. After a lot of pressure
on the government, including a petition to stop the
clearing, prosecute the company and rehabilitate the
land, with over 2,200 signatures, we had a win. The
WA Government stopped the bulldozers and ordered
the company to rehabilitate the site. We’re still calling
for a prosecution to set an example, but we thank the
Government for taking this action.

Enjoy the festive season and have a great 2020!

environskimberley.org.au
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Living Green
– PAINLESSLY

More tips to improve the
sustainability of our daily lives
without too much effort.
CHRISTMAS GIVING
As Christmas approaches
again, so soon after the last
one, it’s time to start worrying
about gifts.
Now that Oxfam has closed down
all its shops, including the online one, many of us
will be stumped for a source of ‘worthy’ gifts this
year. There are other charities, of course, many of
them selling merchandise (T-shirts still seem to be
the main offering, but how many T-shirts can an
activist wear, and shouldn’t we be worrying about
the source of the cotton?)
Two charities that I favour are Bottle for Botol and Qart.
B for B is an Australian organization working in Indonesia.
It sells colourful stainless steel bottles decorated with
images painted by local and Australian schoolchildren.
For each bottle purchased, an identical one is given to an
Indonesian child, along with education about the harm
plastic does to the environment. The bottles make very
acceptable and useful, environmentally sound gifts.
Qart Gallery is an enterprise that provides employment,
mentoring and training for professional artists with
intellectual and physical disabilities. The art is sold as
original paintings, art tiles and cards. The work is truly
wondrous — each artist has developed his or her own
style and subject speciality. Some artists favour flowers,
some birds or animals, and one paints intricate scenes
of Melbourne. Such skill reminds me that intellectual
development takes many different forms. I would give
much to be able to paint half as well as some of the Qart
artists.
Another way of avoiding the commercial Christmas buying
is to have an understanding with friends. Some years ago
a group of mine agreed that we would give each other
‘thrifty gifts’ — usually some little quirky thing from an op
shop. We can enjoy the childish pleasure of exchanging
gifts without wasting angst and money on probably
unwanted new clutter.
Similarly, friends could give one another something from
their own stash of ‘used’ treasures. What does it matter if
the great book I give you has been read before? The value
is in the content.
Food and wine are always welcome, if you know people’s
tastes, and they have the advantage of not hanging around
forever gathering dust. If, like me, you are sentimental
about things people have given you, whether you honestly
like the things or not, it becomes hard to declutter. For
those made of sterner stuff, their unwanted presents may
go into the ‘emergency gift box’.
To my mind, the best gifts of all are things that friends have
made themselves.
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Ruminating with

MAD COW
DAMNED LIES AND STATISTICS
I keep hearing it; only last week our Prime
Minister, Scott Morrison, said it again:
‘Australia produces only 1.3% of the world’s
greenhouse emissions’ — ergo, any action we
take on climate change will have little effect
locally.
The second part of the argument is true enough; local
action doesn’t have immediate local effects — but it
does add to the global effort, which eventually affects
us all. It’s the first part of the statement that concerns
me, and I always wait for the interviewers to pounce —
but they never do.
That Australians produce 1.3% of global emissions is
a crying disgrace. We have only 0.33% of the world’s
population and so, if you want to talk percentages, our
per capita emissions are 400% of the world’s average.
By this measure, Australia is one of the world’s worst
emitters.
The fact that this vast over-production in our
country makes up but a small fraction of the world’s
emissions is beside the point. Most countries emit
small fractions of the world’s emissions, so if they all
decided that theirs didn’t count, and therefore did
nothing about them or, like Australia, allowed them to
increase, there would be no reductions at all. Yes, the
biggest global emitters are China, (burning Australian
coal, by the way) with nearly 30% (and 18.6 per cent
of the world’s population, so nowhere near as bad as
Australia per capita), and the US with close to 15% and
a mere 4.27% of the world’s population (worst of all per
capita), but the rest of the world accounts for all the rest.
Don’t you get fed up to the neck with all this gameplaying and deceptiveness, this obsession with coal
and power bills, when what we need to do is get on
with the job of installing solar and wind generators?
Of course, many people are ahead of the game, and
even some fossil-fuel producers are admitting that
change is nigh — and necessary. Andrew McKenzie,
outgoing CEO of BHP, has described climate change
as an ‘existential crisis’, and is far-sighted enough
to see that the future economy cannot rely on coal,
oil and gas. Our dunderheads of politicians can’t or
won’t see that, and are doing what they can to slow
down the inevitable transition. The government’s
plans to slap environmental protesters in jail and ban
secondary boycotts say so much about its loyalties.
Kill the messenger; ignore the crimes.
On a happier note of no relevance at all, today I
listened to a Youtube voice recording of an incident
in the air. A woman of 80, whose pilot husband has
just died of a heart attack beside her in their twinengine aircraft, has taken over the controls and,
with moment-by-moment instruction from another
pilot, who flies his plane alongside hers, brings her
plane down to land safely. If she can do the well nigh
impossible, think what we can do.

Cultural Signage
Kylie Weatherall
This year we (KNP) explored the
cultural importance of Monsoon Vine
Thickets and pindan woodland plants
with four schools and their respective
ranger groups.
We worked with the Karajarri
Rangers and Bidyadanga students;
with Yawuru Country Managers and
Roebuck Primary School; and with Bardi Jawi Oorany and
Ardyaloon and Djarindjin students and communities. Cultural
interpretive signs were produced, featuring the students'
botanic drawings. These signs are to be installed in gardens
planted by the students within the school grounds.
Here is one of the signs produced by this project. It features a
favourite bush food 'Kumpaja' or pindan walnut. It was created
with cultural advisers from the Karajarri Rangers and beautiful
drawings by Bidyadanga school students.

New Release
EK is proud to introduce the new edition of
‘The Boab Tree’, a wonderful book by renowned
writer and co-founder of Environs Kimberley,
Pat Lowe.
Pat is a keen observer of the natural world. In this
book she takes us through the science and history
of the boab and into a realm of stories about the
Kimberley’s most beloved tree.
Celebrating that ‘colossus of the
Kimberley bush’ in all its glory, The
Boab Tree is an essential gift for Christmas,
or for any other occasion.
Copies available from Environs Kimberley:
call 08 9192 1922 or visit
environskimberley.org.au/shop

TROPPO SOUND
Projects funded by Rangelands NRM WA, the National
Landcare Program and State NRM Program

• Musical Instruments
• Mobile Stage

• PA & Lighting Systems
• Recording Studio

MICK CONNOLLY
Shed: 29 Hunter St. Ph: (08) 9192 2394 Fax (08) 9193 5690
Shop: 19 Frederick St (old min-golf building) Ph / Fax: (08) 9192 6222
Mobile: 0418 938 724 Email: troppo@comswest.net.au
PO Box 185, Broome Western Australia 6725

environskimberley.org.au
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Traditional Owner Statements on Protecting
the Fitzroy and Margaret Rivers
Mary Aiken,

Bunuba Traditional Owner

“We are here to protect the Fitzroy and Margaret River
from development. It's important to all of us Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal people who enjoy this river for
fishing and for taking children swimming, camping
and learning about the environment. It’s important for
everyone to support us, the Traditional Owners and
Elders, and all the groups who live off this River.
We’re asking the government to protect our River,
our catchment.”

Rosita Shaw,

Nyikina Mangala Traditional Owner

Kankawa Nagarra (Olive Knight),
Bunuba Traditional Owner

“We are not going to allow people to take the water
out of this River. We don’t want to see dead fish like
the Murray–Darling. We’ve got to stand up for the
Fitzroy.”

Photos: Damian Kelly
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“We need to be united together to protect our River.
We need to all unite together, all language groups,
and stand up so the government and Premier
McGowan can hear our voice, to protect our River for
the future of our children.”

Linda Nardea,

Nyikina Mangala Traditional Owner
“We want to protect those sawfish, Biyalbiyal we
call them. We don’t want anything happening to this
Fitzroy River. We’re telling Premier McGowan, we
want this River to be like it was 40,000 years ago and
from the Dreamtime, Bugarrigarra, as it was passed
down from our ancestors.”

SIGN THE PETITION TO PROTECT THE FITZROY
www.environskimberley.org.au/protect_fitzroy

Dr Anne Poelina,

Nyikina Warrwa Traditional Owner
“This is about all of us standing for the River -— we
are all connected to one living River system. This
River has a right to life and we as people must stand
and defend the River’s right to life.
Nyikina Mangala people are downstream and we
are the ones who will be most impacted by what
happens upstream. We must stand united. We need
to ALL stand together united, we need 'One Mind and
One voice', for the whole River.”

Monique Middleton,

Traditional Owner and Bunuba Ranger
“We’re here to protect the Fitzroy and the Margaret
Rivers. We have to protect the Fitzroy. This River is
the mother of us all, we hunt and gather from the
Margaret right down to the Fitzroy. Some of us, our
grandparents have been born in this River.”

Mervyn Street,

Gooniyandi Traditional Owner

“This is the mothers’ River, people have been born along
the riverbed all the way from top to bottom. At the same
time there’s a songline and that’s why we care for the River.
This River is crying for help, it needs our help, we’re not
going to let it go, we’ve got to save our River. This River is
for everybody, for all of us, we’ve got to protect this River.
We’ve got to support one another right up from the top,
Jaru and Kija, Ngarinyin, Bunuba, Gooniyandi, Walmajarri,
Nyikina Mangala and Warrwa.

environskimberley.org.au
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Hop skip and a scat — Tracking down
bilbies in the Fitzroy catchment
Andrew Morton
The Greater Bilby, or Nyarlku as it is known in
Walmajarri language, is easily recognised as one of
Australia’s most iconic species. It is emblematic of
the plight of small to medium sized mammals in
this country, many of which have been driven to
extinction since European settlement.
Bilbies are known as ecosystem engineers; an ecosystem
engineer is a species that significantly modifies, maintains
or destroys habitat. Bilbies are very active diggers of
deep, extensive burrows, which are often used for refuge
by other native species. While foraging they turn over
the soil, creating small depressions where leaf litter can
accumulate, providing optimum conditions for seed
germination (kind of like mulching your garden). Losing
bilbies would irreparably change the habitats in which they
live, with serious implications for the biodiversity of these
areas.
Aside from their environmental relevance, bilbies are of
particular significance to Aboriginal people, but there is less
recorded information on their distribution in the Kimberley
region than for other bilby populations in south-west
Queensland and the Tanami Desert.

The Nyikina Mangala survey team. From the left: Damien Giles NM Rangers,
Andrew Morton EK, Daniel Green ‘Greeny’ NM, Ruth Dickinson DBCA, Jeremiah
Green NM, William Watson NM.

12 Frederick Street, Broome • Phone: 9192 6222
Mob: 0418 938 724 • Email: broomeconvention@bigpond.com
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To address this knowledge gap, EK is supporting a new project
co-ordinated by Department of Biodiversity Conservation and
Attractions (DBCA) and funded by the Australian Government’s
National Environmental Science Program (NESP) – Northern
Australia Hub.
Working in the southern part of the Fitzroy catchment on
country with several indigenous ranger teams, this project has
five main aims:
1. To provide an accurate assessment of bilby distribution in
the Fitzroy catchment
2. To investigate if and how long bilbies will remain at sites
where they are detected
3. To assess the levels of threat that local populations are
experiencing
4. To implement management methods to mitigate these
threats
5. To support rangers and traditional owners in their
management of country and culture associated with bilbies
To begin, Aboriginal rangers, supported by EK and DBCA, have
been surveying two one-hectare plots for bilby sign (tracks,
diggings and poo) across suitable habitat in the Fitzroy basin.
Sites where active bilbies are detected will be subject to more
detailed surveys to map out the extent of the population and,
through some fancy DNA analysis of bilby poo, estimate the
number of animals in the population.
The first two trips with the Nyikina Mangala and Ngurrara
rangers have just been completed. While no active burrows
were located, older bilby sign was detected at a number of
sites by the Ngurrara Rangers working in the Warlu Jilajaa
Jumu Indigenous Protected Area. To date 61 survey plots
have been completed, with a further three sessions per ranger
group still to be undertaken; however, with the temperature
rapidly climbing, these recent field trips might have been
the last for 2019. The plan is to hit the ground running next
year after the (hopefully) wet season and find some sites that
bilbies are actively using.
More information about the project can be found on the
NESP website
nespnorthern.edu.au/projects/nesp/bilbies/

EK in the field – comparing methods of
controlling woody weeds
Andrew Morton
Woody weeds include trees like Neem and
Parkinsonia. They are easily spread and, if
untreated, they tend for form monocultures, which
compete with natives and choke waterways and
other habitats.
Tackling woody weeds like the Neem tree means long
sweaty days in the field, lugging around dangerous
chemicals. Currently the best method for controlling these
weeds is spraying around the base of the trunk with a
potent mix of herbicide and a solvent (often diesel fuel).
The diesel helps the poison to penetrate the live tissues
of the tree, which typically dies within a couple of months
of treatment. While this is an effective way of controlling
woody weeds, it is not without its faults. It’s easy for
people doing the work to be exposed to some pretty nasty
chemicals; using the spray pack means off-target species
can be accidentally poisoned; and diesel and herbicide are
spread around the landscape.
EK has been experimenting with novel ways of control,
centred around the new ‘Drill and Pill’ methodology
developed by Bio-herbicides Australia. This technique
involves drilling a hole in the side of the target tree,
inserting a small gel-capsule of dry herbicide, then sealing
the hole with a small wooden bung. Once the hole is
sealed the tree sap dissolves the gel capsule, allowing the
herbicide to be absorbed directly into the tree’s tissues.
This technique has a number of advantages over traditional
methods. There is a greatly reduced risk of chemical
exposure to the operator and, because of the direct
application, less herbicide is used. Also, no solvent is required.

An operator treating a tree with a specially designed applicator, which drills
the hole and injects the capsule and bung.

To test the effectiveness of this new technique, EK staff
member Jessica Miller conducted an experiment, funded
through the Western Australian Government’s NRM
Program, with the support of DBCA and Yawuru.
The study compared traditional methods of woody weed
control (spraying and cutting down the tree and pasting
the stump) with the new Drill and Pill technique. A sample
of trees was treated with each method and the response
checked at several time intervals. The most effective
treatment at all monitoring points was the herbicide
Metsulfuron, applied using the Drill and Pill technique.
Next in effectiveness was the cut and paste methodology,
using ACCESS and diesel. The results are very promising,
especially as Metsulfuron is the least toxic chemical in
common use. The herbicide capsules are not yet licensed
for commercial use and were made available to EK for this
trial. We hope they will be widely available soon; contact
EK for more details.

Neem trial team members: Jessica Miller EK, Preston Cox, Jeffrey Foy, Pius
Gregory, Eduardo Maher and Curtis Robinson. Missing from photo: Donna Foy,
Johani Mamid, Vaughn Lee, Michael Wysong. Image: Donna Foy.

EK will shortly be publishing the full report of this
study, which will provide more detail of the results and
conclusions.
Meanwhile more information about the capsules can be
found at www.bioherbicides.com.au/

Gel capsule of herbicide
and wooden bungs

environskimberley.org.au
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Sanctuary Concert
for EK
Tess Mossop

On 29 September, renowned
musicians Gina Williams and
Guy Ghouse put on a very special
concert at the Blue Body Buddha
Sanctuary in Broome.
It was a heartfelt, intimate
performance and the audience was captivated by Gina’s
storytelling, and the pair’s repertoire of songs sung entirely in
the Nyoongar language.
Opened by Wil Thomas, it was stunning event of songs and
stories. Gina and Guy generously donated all proceeds from
the evening to EK.
We send a heartfelt thank-you to Guy and Gina for their
generosity; and also to Wil Thomas and the Blue Body Buddha
Sanctuary for kindly supporting this event.

New Staff Members
Danielle Bain,
Project Support Officer
A Melbourne girl, Danielle
graduated from Monash University
with a BSc (Environment) in Zoology
and Conservation Biology. She
moved to Townsville to complete
her Honours at James Cook University, researching
the impacts of boat traffic on Indo-Pacific Humpback
Dolphins. Danielle worked in the Australian
Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry graduate program before moving to
Broome. Danielle joined the Roebuck Bay Working
Group and in 2007 went on to establish and manage
the Broome Community Seagrass Monitoring Project
with Environs Kimberley. Danielle facilitates the bush
playgroup with YMCA in Victoria. She is excited to be
supporting EK projects again.

Shaun Clark,
Frack Free Kimberley
Coordinator
A long-term Kimberley resident
and former Geikie Gorge National
Park ranger, Shaun has a particular
interest in Aboriginal knowledge
of animals and plants. He has
extensive experience with the communities of
the Dampier Peninsula and in environmental
management. Shaun has worked in computer
programming, landscaping, irrigation, Landcare
and community development. He has taken part in
environmental projects, such as weed control, bush
regeneration and coastal protection. Shaun says,
‘From campaigns and protecting wildlife, to working
with Aboriginal rangers to protect the nature of
the Kimberley, EK takes us down the path towards
looking after the country.’

New Board Member
Gina Williams and Guy Ghouse perform at the Blue Body Buddha Sanctuary,
Broome. Photo: Tanya Ransom

Kimberley Cottages
18 Windjana Rd. Derby WA

Windjana Wellness & Sustainability Services
phone 0891911114 kimberleycot@gmail.com
Permaculture Design
Bokashi Composting
Natural Farming Fresh Produce & Food plants
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Sarah Dobson
Sarah graduated from University
with a Bachelor of Business
and moved to London, where
she worked in corporate event
management. After returning to
Melbourne she worked with the
Cancer Council Victoria for five years.
Sarah visited Broome for a friend’s wedding in 2013
and found it hard to leave. She made Broome her
home and took on management of the Broome
Civic Centre with the Shire of Broome. In 2018, Sarah
started working with Nyamba Buru Yawuru in the
Environmental Service team. Sarah is active in the
community and is a committed member of Broome
Volunteer Fire and Rescue.

Yarrangu Thangani Lundu:
Bunuba trees and bush foods
Malcolm Lindsay
EK has worked with Bunuba people since 1996 and,
on October 1st this year, the Bunuba Rangers, Bunuba
Dawangarri Aboriginal Corporation and Environs
Kimberley launched the book Yarrangu Thangani
Lundu: Bunuba trees and bush foods, a 100 page book
documenting Bunuba plant names and associated
cultural knowledge. The book has detailed profiles
of over 50 plants, brief descriptions of a further 20,
background information on the types of Bunuba
muwayi (country) and animals, and a guide to spelling
and pronouncing the Bunuba language.

This book was made possible with the financial and in-kind
support of Bunuba Dawangarri Aboriginal Corporation,
Bunuba Rangers, Environs Kimberley, Bush Heritage
Australia, Society for Kimberley Indigenous Plants and
Animals, the Hoffman Foundation, the Western Australian
Government State Natural Resource Management Program,
Kimberley Language Resource Centre and the Kimberley
Development Commission.
We are all very proud of this fantastic collaborative product;
at Environs Kimberley we understand that in the Kimberley
healthy country depends on healthy Aboriginal culture.

The launch was well attended by Bunuba people and the
co-authors Diane Chungal, Patsy Bedford and Mary Aiken
all spoke passionately in both English and Bunuba language
about the importance of the book for Bunuba people, as
a link between the old people and future generations,
to keep the language and culture alive. Jess Miller from
Environs Kimberley spoke about the process of gathering the
information and producing the book. In true Bunuba fashion,
after thanking Environs Kimberley for our work on the project,
they aren’t letting us rest; they want a Bunuba bird book next.
The book is the culmination of many years of hard work
and requires acknowledging some people for their key
contributions. Firstly, and most importantly, the Bunuba elders
and linguists for keeping their knowledge and language
alive over the years, in particular the five Bunuba co-authors.
Secondly, former EK ecologists Stephen Reynolds and
Jessica Miller for doing the field work and co-authoring the
book. Lastly, to Louise Beames for initiating, securing funding,
overseeing and shouldering the large editing responsibility to
finalise the project.

Patsy Bedford and Diane Chungal enjoying the new book. Photo: Damian Kelly.

Bunuba trees and bush foods book co-authors (left to right) Mary Aiken, Susan
Hoad, Patsy Bedford, Mona Oscar and Diane Chungal at the book launch. The
book was facilitated and co-authored by Environs Kimberley’s Jessica Miller and
Stephen Reynolds. Photo: Damian Kelly

Jessica Miller (Environs Kimberley) at the book launch.
Photo: Damian Kelly.
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2019 Kimberley Women Rangers Camp: Environs
Kimberley Camera Trapping (Survey) Workshop
Grace Dungey
Environs Kimberley is a supporting partner of ranger
groups across the Kimberley. EK joined 100 women
at the Kimberley Women Rangers Forum to deliver
workshops on biodiversity surveys and camera
trapping on Country.
Kylie Weatherall, Alex James and I joined the Kimberley Land
Council, WWF and 50 women ranger representatives from
across the Kimberley – including Bunuba, Nyikina Mangala,
Yawuru, Karajarri, Nyul Nyul, Bardi Jawi Ooranny, Ngurrara and
Dambimangari – at the second annual Women Rangers Forum.
The forum was held over four nights at the base of Bandilngan
(Windjana Gorge), with our camp situated beneath the
Devonian rise, the charcoal cliffs striped with blood-orange
glowing gold in the waning morning and afternoon light. We
were fortunate to be camping during the full moon and saw the
walls turn a ghostly silver under the moon’s full disk.

The key purpose of the workshop was to facilitate discussion
around planning surveys with clear outcomes. These
outcomes can vary from providing information on the
effectiveness of a management action to keeping an eye on
an important species.
With two nights’ worth of data stored, the camera traps were
retrieved and the photos shared with the ranger teams at the
Thursday movie night. The efforts of the rangers weren’t in
vain; several wallabies – including Short-eared Rock-wallabies
(Petrogale brachyotis) and Agile Wallabies (Macropus agilis) –
put on a show of appreciation for trapping-bait: peanut buttersmeared sticks.
Environs Kimberley looks forward to continuing to support the
leadership of women ranger groups across the Kimberley, and
to the next Kimberley Women Ranger Forum in 2020.

Kylie and Alex were tasked with guiding two workshops –
Camera Trapping 101 and the 100-Step Ground Cover Survey
– and discussions with the ranger teams about the practical and
theoretical aspects of camera trapping and biodiversity surveys.
The ranger groups selected survey sites where they could see
tracks or scat, and chose locations to set the cameras according
to surrounding vegetation and the availability of sturdy
attachment points for the cameras, such as trees or fallen logs.
The workshop provided rangers with practical experience of
choosing sites to conduct surveys and setting up camera traps.
The rangers participated in discussion about where to place
cameras to get the best images and how types of vegetation
can indicate which animals may be present in the area. The aim
of the workshop was to provide an interactive demonstration
of two effective techniques for wildlife monitoring and to help
ranger teams determine if camera trapping and ground cover
surveys might be of use, and how the resulting information
could assist with their work on Country.

Two Short-eared Rock-wallabies
(Petrogale brachyotis).
Photo: Environs Kimberley

An Agile wallaby (Macropis agilis)
eating peanut butter.
Photo: Environs Kimberley

Alex and Yawuru Ranger Sharee programming a camera trap.
Photo: Grace Dungey/Environs Kimberley

Kylie and Alex delivering a camera-trapping workshop in the shade of the
gorge. Photo: Grace Dungey/Environs Kimberley

Free Computer Service
for Pensioners and Unemployed
1st Tuesday of the month
handcrafts

* Soaps * Candles * Skin Care * Essential oils
Great gift ideas all hand made with love here in Broome
Customers
welcometo
to our
our workshop
workshop showroom
Customers
areare
welcome
showroom
2 Harriet Rd, Blue Haze

Monday – Friday 9-4

2 HarrietPh
Road,
Blue Haze
08 91937036
Fax(08)
08 91923880
Ph
9193 7036
www.hiddenvalleyhandcrafts.com.au
Monday - Friday
9am-4pm
Fax (08) 9192 3880

Proud to be associated with Environs Kimberley

www.hiddenvalleyhandcrafts.com.au
Proud to be associated with Environs Kimberley
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20 Hunter St. Broome 9192 2832
sales@eclipsecomputers.com.au

Solar Showcase: the E-Kakery Windjana pop-up stall
Environs Kimberley’s famous cake bakers, Kylie Weatherall and Alex James, treated the Kimberley
Women Ranger Forum 2019 to a solar oven showcase and a delicious Acacia Seed and Pear Cake
cooking class.
With the temperatures at Bandlingan (Windjana Gorge)
sitting at a consistent 35 degrees celsius, without a cloud in
the sky, the conditions were perfect to produce a beautiful,
moist cake in time for morning tea.
Kylie and Alex, with seven helpers, whisked, sifted and
cracked up a storm, while the double-glazed box warmed
to about 160 degrees in direct sunlight.
The cake was then popped inside the miracle box and
the mirrors set up for maximum sunlight. The cake was
left to sun itself for approximately two hours before being
removed, cooled and served with a hot cup of tea.

Environs Kimberley famous cake bakers, Kyle Weatherall and Alex
James, treated the Kimberley Women Ranger Forum 2019 to a solar oven
showcase and a delicious Acacia Seed and Pear Cake cooking class.

Whatever Happened
to The EK Awards?
Avid readers of the EK Newsletter will recall that,
for many years, we have held a virtual Awards
Night in December. The Dirty Sock and Broken
Thong were the much-sought-after awards for
Notable Disservice to the Environment.
We have decided to discontinue these awards in
order to cut costs.
Costs aside, competition for the prizes was so strong
that it was often hard to select a truly deserving winner.
Furthermore, since the most outstanding candidates were
almost always politicians, it was difficult to avoid awarding
the same people from year to year. We then faced
unsubstantiated accusations of bias.
We also awarded one or two virtual bouquets to people
we felt had given good service to nature during the year.
We apologise to anyone who felt a bouquet was their due.
Early next year, we will review our
Newsletter and its policies. We hope to
come up with some fresh ideas.
Suggestions and comments from our
readers would be welcome.

We need your help

We need a hand to protect the Kimberley again this year
— can you help?
The EK market stall is starting up again at Easter and we are
desperately looking for new volunteers!
Can you spare a couple of hours a month for a good cause?
We need help on our stall at the Broome Courthouse Saturday
markets, or driving the market trailer.
Volunteering on EK’s stall is a great way to get to know what’s
happening in our region and help us inform the community.
Anyone can help and training is provided. And it’s fun.

If you can help out, please let Tess know: (08) 9192 1922
or admin@environskimberley.org.au

environskimberley.org.au
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The Moratorium is Lifted:
Frackers Begin to Circle
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Shaun Clark
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DATA SOURCES
Petroleum Titles sourced from
Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety (DMIRS)
Roads and administration boundaries sourced from Landgate
Hydraulic Fracturing Ban Area produced from the compilation of data
sourced from various government departments.
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A Win for Seagrass
and a Few Farewells
Theia is also spruiking hydrogen export. Hydrogen
is a zero emission fuel — but only if it is made using
renewable energy. According to their information,
they are planning oil and hydrogen export through
a new port somewhere north of Bidyadanga, and oil
export through Broome as well.
The McGowan Government is encouraging this at a
time when a United Nations report is saying, “Oil, gas
and coal output already planned or in the pipeline
will overwhelm efforts to cap global warming at
levels consistent with a liveable planet…”.

So is the Dampier Peninsula really safe
from fracking?
Only for now. The ban on the Dampier Peninsula
has not been implemented through legislation. If
we were to get a change of government or if the
present government changed tack, this ban could
be overturned. The WA Premier Mark McGowan
has already broken his promise to consult the
community, including Native Title holders, before
setting the Dampier Peninsula fracking ban
boundary. So we need to beware and continue
the push to ban fracking permanently in Western
Australia. Tell your neighbours and encourage your
networks and friends to sign the petition against
fracking on our website. Let’s make the government
listen and protect the Kimberley from fracking.
www.environskimberley.org.au/ban_fracking

Frack Facts
Earthquakes have been linked to fracking all over
the world. Often they occur when the fracking fluid
is reinjected into the ground. The U.K. has banned
fracking until the industry can prove scientifically
that fracking and or reinjection is not a contributor to
earthquakes.
Supporters of the fracking industry say that fracking
has been going on in Western Australia for over
50 years, with over 700 wells fracked. The truth is
that only 10 of those fracked wells used modern
technology and only two of them were fracked
at pressures over 10,000 psi (think of your tyres at
30 psi), which is what the next phase of frackers
propose.
The oil and gas held deep in the earth is old decaying
rainforest and dinosaurs. If we want to hand down a
safe planet to our kids, these fossil fuels need to stay
in the earth.

Fiona West with Coastal Champion seagrass award 2019

Our Broome Community Seagrass Project won the 2019
Coastal Champion Award at the WA Coastal Awards for
Excellence in October. This was a fantastic win, thanks to
the work of the volunteers and support from our partners
Seagrass-Watch HQ, Nyamba Buru Yawuru and the
Department of Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions.
Project Coordinator Fiona West has done an outstanding
job of increasing awareness of the seagrass, fostering
enthusiasm for its protection and continuing the work of
past coordinators to make it one of the longest-running
seagrass monitoring projects in WA. It couldn’t have
happened without the contributions over the years from
our funders, which include Coastwest and the Kimberley
Ports Authority, Rangelands NRM, the Foundation for
Rural and Regional Renewal (FRRR), Norman Wettenhall
Foundation, the Shire of Broome and Seagrass-Watch HQ.
Sadly, Fiona left us shortly after the win, but the good
news is she is now a Broome Shire Councillor and we look
forward to her continuing her passion for nature and the
Kimberley in that role. Thank you very much Fiona for all
you have done for us and seagrass over the years!

EK Staff changes
We also recently farewelled Grace Dungey, who is
heading to Tasmania to take up Marine Science studies;
Nigel Jackett, who is undertaking a PhD on Masked Owls —
he will still do occasional work for us when he has a spare
moment; and Jessica Miller, who worked so hard on the
Bunuba trees and bush foods book, has headed back over
East. Thanks to all of you for the work you did for us.

environskimberley.org.au
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION

CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS

1 year for $30.00/ Concession $20.00 (Inc of GST)

Credit card payment - please debit my

3 years for $80.00/ Concession $50.00 (Inc of GST)

CVV Code No:

Lifetime membership for $500 (Inc of GST)
I would also like to make a donation of: $

Card No:

(Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible)

Cardholder’s Name
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/

CHEQUE PAYMENTS

			

ENVIRONS KIMBERLEY
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Expiry Date

PO Box 2281, Broome WA 6725

)

Phone: 08 9192 1922
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Email: finance@environskimberley.org.au
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Subscription is also available online at:
www.environskimberley.org.au

I would like to receive my quarterly EK Newsletter and other
correspondence by email

The EK gift find is a public fund and is listed in the register of Environmental Organisations
under item 6.1.1 subsection 30-35 (1) of the income Tax Assessment Act 1997.
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SUPPORTING US HAS
NEVER BEEN EASIER
More members and friends are choosing to give an automatic
monthly donation to EK. This means you don’t have to think
about it and we have the security of knowing how
much you want to give us through the year.
You can provide a monthly donation through our website.
Please ring Christine if you have any queries on (08) 9192 1922.
Our newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper.

