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Method for control of woody weeds 

Equipment: 

 Dry herbicide capsules and wood plugs made by BioHerbicides Australia 

(BHA). Contact Environs Kimberley or BHA for information. 

 Gloves and Safety/sunglasses 

 Cordless drill with 7.5mm bit. 

 

Method: 

1. Mark the drill bit with tape or clear vinyl tube over drill bit to measure 

and restrict drilling to 3.5 cm deep holes.  

2. Drill a 3.5 cm deep hole at a 45° angle in the lower trunk below all branches, it is important to get 

depth right so the capsule sits in the tree’s living layer where it will dissolve and allow the herbicide 

to be absorbed. Care should be taken to ensure that the drill is held steady, if the hole is too wide 

the wood will dry out and the capsule won’t dissolve. Additional depth may be required for trees 

with thick bark like rubber bush to ensure the pill is in the right layer. 

3. Insert one capsule, then tap in one wooden plug to seal hole. 

4. Repeat every 10 cm  around the trunk of the tree.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Keep a labelled and secured kit in your car for whenever you see weed trees. If you are treating lots of 

trees in one area (e.g. 1000s), then BioHerbicides Australia has an Applicator drill attachment with a 

capsule magazine to speed up the process. Video link: www.bit.ly/EKDemo2018           

                                  

   

Although dry herbicides are approved, the capsule delivery method is new and therefore still under trial. You will need to use it 

either with Environs Kimberley under their trial agreement, or seek one yourself with BHA. Ensure you have the right permissions 

for using chemicals on the land you are managing. Refer to the Western Australian Government (www.agric.wa.gov.au) and Aus-

tralian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (www.apvma.gov.au) for more information on chemical use in Western Aus-

tralia.  Contact BioHerbicides Australia (www.bioherbicides.com.au) for more information on their products. It is important to read 

and comply with the requirements on the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) accompanying each product. Store all chemicals with an 

attached SDS and  instructions, and KEEP LOCKED SAFELY AWAY FROM CHILDREN AND ANIMALS. 
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How well does the ’Drill and Pill’ method work on   

Woody Weeds in the Kimberley? 

 

Drill and Pill is a new method for controlling woody weeds, developed by bio-herbicides Australia. Essentially it 

means drilling a small hole in the side of a tree and inserting a gel capsule filled with dry herbicide (more detailed 

instructions on the other side).   

To determine the effectiveness of this new method, EK conducted a small trial comparing Drill and Pill with more 

traditional methods of control, Basal Barking and Cut and Paste.  The study was undertaken at Coconut wells just 

north of broome targeting neem (a common woody weed in the region). 

Three methods were trialled, with four common herbicides trialled with the drill and pill method: 

 Drill and Pill: Glyphosate, Access (triclopyr and picloram), Metsulfuron and Imazapyr  

 Cut and Paste: Access and diesel 

 Basal Barking: Access and 

diesel 

 

The Drill and Pill method with 

Metsulfuron and Cut and Paste 

with Access were the most 

effective methods, killing 100% of 

trees after 12 months. Cut and 

paste with access did have 

apparent flushing after 4 months, 

before full mortality. Imazapyr 

was the next most effective 

though it took much longer to 

take effect. The next most 

effective was Basal Barking with 

access, which initially was very 

effective though by the end of the 

study about 10% of the trees that 

had initially died back had 

recovered . 

 

Drill and pill has four immediate advantages over traditional methods: 

1. Effectiveness: in particular with Metsulfuron 

2. Fast: It is quick to carry out and doesn’t require mixing herbicides with solvent (like diesel), reducing 

preparation time  

3. Safer for humans: risk of exposure to chemicals is minimized as the herbicide is dry and encapsulated, 

making storage easier and minimizing the need for hot Personal Protective Equipment like spray suits 

4. Safer for the environment: The poison is highly targeted inside the target tree, reducing chemical 

exposure to the local environment.   

 

The method’s disadvantage is that it is not applicable for saplings and seedlings, and therefore best to be used in 

conjunction with basal barking and cut and paste. Although only trialled on neem, it has potential to be used 

successfully on other large woody weeds such as Parkinsonia, Leucaena or Mimosa.                                                                                                                   

The full report is available on the EK website: https://www.environskimberley.org.au/weed_management 

Project Summary 
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