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How To plant 20 million trees 

Kimberley skies have been full of drama this wet season with thunderhead clouds bringing soaking rains, 
replenishing aquifers and reinvigorating country. The pockets of remnant rainforests, the Monsoon Vine 
Thickets (MVTs), all over the region are in their full glory, lush and green, full of seedlings and animal activity.

An abundant wet season makes for perfect tree planting 
weather, which is exactly what a multi-partner project 
led by the Kimberley Nature Project (KNP) has been 
undertaking. A Federal Government 20 Million Trees 
Grant has brought together: Environs Kimberley KNP, 
Mamabulanjin Green Army and Work for the Dole teams, 
the Shire of Broome, Country Managers from Nyamba 
Buru Yawuru, Yawuru Rangers from Department of Parks 
and Wildlife, trainers from Northern Regional TAFE, SKIPA 
volunteers, CoAct employment services and the Water 
Corporation WA, who are all working to restore two 
degraded MVT areas in Broome. 

One site is the Shire of Broome’s old sand quarry on Port 
Drive, nestled behind the cattle yards and below the sand 
dunes of Roebuck Bay. First developed in the mid-20th 
century as a sand quarry, and more recently used as a 
green-waste dump, the site is now being restored.  Late 
last year the Shire removed the rubbish, brought in clean 
infill and landscaped the former quarry to reflect its 
original landform.  The site had become a bare, exposed 
hillside and its restoration presented some challenges, the 
foremost being excluding weeds and reintroducing local 
plant species (and keeping them alive). Thorough planning 
and site preparation (earthworks, direct seeding and 
mulching), along with above-average rainfall and hard work 
by the Green Army team and others, has given the project 
an excellent start. 

A section of the old Cable Beach Road that ran along 
the edge of the Monsoon Vine Thicket in Minyirr Park 
(from Cable Beach to Kavite Road) forms the second 
revegetation site in Broome. It’s a very different site from 
the old sand quarry, but with similar challenges: weeds and 
watering. Community members, the Green Army 

Mark and Patrick mixing seed for direct seeding at the Old Sand Quarry site.

(making a start)

and even TAFE VET students from Broome  
Senior High School have been busy at this site 
getting plants in, keeping them watered and 
attacking the weeds. 

Another two revegetation sites are being planned 
for the Dampier Peninsula with the Nyul Nyul 
and Bardi Jawi Oorany Rangers on their country. 
Whilst we are not planting ‘20 Million Trees’ we 
hope to plant a few thousand with this Federal 
Government grant right up until June 2018, and 
ensure the successful rehabilitation of several 
pockets of these beautiful and endangered plant 
communities, ‘the MVTs of the Dampier Peninsula’. 

Kylie Weatherall

This project is funded by an Australian Federal Government 20 Million Trees 
Grant and is supported by the Shire of Broome, Water Corporation WA,  
Mamabulanjin Green Army and Work for the Dole Teams, CoAct, Nyamba Buru 
Yawuru, SKIPA, Northern Regional TAFE and Department of Parks and Wildlife. 

 

Demco Green Army Team and Nyamba Buru Yawuru Country 
 Managers at Minyirr Park.



Bulletin of Environs Kimberley - Issue 80  /  April 20172

Hello all,
After an extended period in the nation’s capital, 
where the temperatures regularly topped those in the 
Kimberley, I was grateful to return to the splendour of 
the big Wet – even if it was only for the tail-end.  

In a recent Special Climate Report, the Bureau of Meteorology 
reported on the ‘exceptional heat event’ that occurred over 
large areas of east and south-east Australia in early 2017. Not 
only were the temperatures extreme (including, for example, 
the highest monthly mean temperatures on record for Sydney 
and Brisbane, and the highest daytime temperatures on 
record for Canberra), they were consistent, with the periods 
between the heat waves seeing above average temperatures. 

Changing and extreme weather patterns were the subject 
of a recent (Monday, 20 March) Four Corners, in which 
distinguished former members of the US military and senior 
policy makers warn that climate change is not only real but 
a threat to global security (watch at http://iview.abc.net.
au/programs/four-corners). Their informed and clear-cut 
analyses cut through the turgid, confusing political debates 
in Australia concerning the state of our existing power 
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generation systems, renewable energy sources and emission 
trading schemes. The recent intervention into the public 
conversation by two billionaire entrepreneurs (initially by 
Twitter) offering ways of getting beyond the impasse and 
Federal Government paralysis, came as a welcome relief. 

While away, I missed the draw in Broome of EK’s biennial 
Xmas raffle in early January at Matso’s. Thank you to everyone 
who bought a ticket and who otherwise helped us encourage 
others to buy tickets and spread the word. The winners of the 
1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes were Julie Weguelin, Arleen Schmertz, 
and Maxine Nixon and Arnhem Hunter.

Through the summer, we have continued working towards 
finishing EK’s new website. It sits on an impressive platform 
called Nationbuilder. For this, we are eternally grateful to 
Lotteries West (LW) for its funding support

I would also like to give LW an extra plug. Last year, we heard 
that a new operator, a betting agency called Lottoland, based 
out of Gibraltar, was promoting lottery games in Australia, 
including allowing players to bet against Lotterywest Games. 
LW is the only lottery in Australia where the money raised 
from sales (approximately one third) is distributed directly to 
community groups through a grants program. Nearly 1,000 
WA NGOs as well as the arts, sports and health sectors are 
recipients. The gamblers amongst us might bear this in mind 
when choosing where to lose their money. 
All the best,
Kate
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Letters To The Editor
Environs Kimberley welcomes letters 
to the Editor. We accept comment and 
criticism, and print all letters that are not 
obscene, offensive or libellous. If you 
have a bone to pick, pick it with us.

THE KIMBERLEY
“If you love the Kimberley, become a member of  
Environs Kimberley, please support their work to  
protect this precious place”

Bob Brown 
President, Bob Brown Foundation and former Senator and Leader of the Australian Greens www.environskimberley.org.au

20 YEARS PROTECTING ONE OF THE GREAT 
NATURAL REGIONS ON EARTH
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After eight-and-a-half years, the Liberal–National 
political parties crashed out of government, suffering 
the largest swing against them in WA history. This 
has significant implications for the future of the 
Kimberley. 

When Colin Barnett first came into power as Premier in 
September 2008, one of the first things he did was to remove 
the Aboriginal right of veto on a site for a gas hub on the 
Kimberley coast. He then threatened compulsory acquisition 
of land if no agreement could be brokered, before deciding 
on North Head as his preferred site. He quickly changed 
his mind when the EPA pointed out the presence of many 
Aboriginal settlements and the Humpback Whale calving 
grounds at Pender Bay. The Premier’s choice of James Price 
Point was based on flawed advice from the EPA; regardless, 
he was never going to change his mind after that. Despite the 
state government, federal government and five multinational 
oil and gas companies, some of them the richest in the world, 
pushing as hard as they could for a gas hub, they had picked 
the wrong location and the wrong community. Unbelievably, 
we are still waiting for the Appeals Convenor’s decision on 
James Price Point after we appealed the EPA’s report in 
2015, and EK continues to work to ensure this special place is 
protected. 

The much more beneficial legacy of the Barnett government 
was a series of marine parks along the coast. 30,000km² 
or more than 60% of the Kimberley coast is either in marine 
parks or is promised to be. This is an incredible outcome. Ever 
since the Marine Parks Reserves Authority said in 2009 that all 
of the Kimberley coast should be in a marine park, we, along 
with many other groups and individuals, have worked hard to 
make this happen. 

The new Labor government faces the challenge of finishing 
off the job and the early signs and election commitments 
are positive. We look forward to working with the McGowan 
government, new Environment Minister Stephen Dawson and 
local member for the Kimberley, Hon. Josie Farrer MLA, to 
protect the nature of the Kimberley.

Report From The Chair Director's Report
Martin Pritchard

EK was set up to protect the Fitzroy River from dams 20 years 
ago. Working alongside Traditional Owners, we stopped the 
dams, but the river wasn’t formally protected. The McGowan 
government has promised there will be no dams; instead, there 
will be a Fitzroy River National Park and a management plan. 
These have the potential to protect the River and its tributaries 
in perpetuity, but it won’t be easy — we’ll need lots of support. 

The new government promised a ban on fracking in the South-
west and a moratorium across the rest of the state while an 
inquiry is conducted.  It also promised veto rights for Traditional 
Owners. This is a dramatic turnaround and, with 83% of people 
polled in the Kimberley in January saying they are concerned 
about fracking, we will be pushing hard to make sure these 
promises are carried through.

Premier Barnett’s last act in Broome before the state 
election was to open the headquarters of Energy Made 
Clean Kimberley, which is installing solar energy 
and battery-storage systems at remote Aboriginal 
communities. If only he had focussed on this eight 
years ago.

A new era for conservation  
in the Kimberley

We need your help
We need a hand to protect the Kimberley again this year  

— can you help?
The EK market stall is starting up again at Easter and we are 

desperately looking for new volunteers! 
Can you spare a couple of hours a month for a good cause?  We 

need help on our stall at the Broome Courthouse Saturday 
markets, or driving the market trailer. 

Volunteering on EK’s stall is a great way to get to know what’s 
happening in our region and help us inform the community. 

Anyone can help and training is provided. And it’s fun. 

If you can help out, please let Tess know: (08) 9192 1922  
or admin@environskimberley.org.au

Customers are welcome to our workshop showroom

 
 * Soaps * Candles * Skin Care * Essential oils 
   

Great gift ideas all hand made with love here in Broome 
 

Customers are welcome to our workshop showroom 
2 Harriet Rd, Blue Haze          Monday – Friday 9-4  

Ph 08 91937036                    Fax 08 91923880 
www.hiddenvalleyhandcrafts.com.au 

Proud to be associated with Environs Kimberley 
 
 
 

handcrafts 

2 Harriet Road, Blue Haze
Monday - Friday 9am-4pm

Ph   (08) 9193 7036
Fax (08) 9192 3880

www.hiddenvalleyhandcrafts.com.au
Proud to be associated with Environs Kimberley
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THOUGHTS ON GM
There seem to be just two publicly espoused points of view 
about genetic modification (GM): it’s the best thing since the 
invention of gunpowder and it’s the worst thing since the 
invention of gunpowder.  Although both animals and plants 
can be genetically modified, the dispute has reached its 
apotheosis in the case of crops.
Those in favour of GM claim that genetically modified crops 
are good for the environment by reducing the use of pesticides 
and increasing yield, as well as providing other, crop-specific 
benefits, such as the glow in glow-in-the-dark tomatoes.  They 
point to hard evidence for the claims they make.  They tend to 
overlook the failures.  In addition, supporters of GM argue that it 
is totally safe and no different from the sort of plant and animal 
breeding that has gone on for centuries, just faster.

Those who oppose GM are suspicious of the technology 
and have coined emotive terms for GM products, such as 
‘Frankenfood’.  What if it proves harmful to health?  What if it 
creeps into the environment and can’t be controlled? The hard 
evidence we hear about concerns cases where GM seeds have 
blown into nearby fields and contaminated organic crops, as in 
the long-running case of organic farmer Steve Marsh versus his 
GM-producing neighbour (Marsh lost), and Roundup-resistant 
weeds.

As is so often the case with polarized opinions, neither of these 
positions is fully defensible.  To look at the ‘pro-GM’ case first: 
it is disingenuous to claim that GM is just a faster means of 
breeding species for desirable characteristics. 

Breeding plants or animals from selected stock from the same 
species — for example, hybridizing two varieties of wheat to 
produce a drought-tolerant one — is to use characteristics 
inherent in the species, whereas GM often introduces genes 
from unrelated species — even from different taxonomic 
domains, as in the case of Bt cotton, in which bacterial genes 
have been spliced into the genome of the cotton plant.  All sorts 
of genetically modified monstrosities have been and could 
be created experimentally.   I don’t know about tomatoes, but 
glow-in-the-dark cats do exist. So do pigs with human genes, 
raised solely to provide hearts to human beings whose own 
hearts have failed them: an ethical nightmare. 

The anti-GM case is flimsiest when its adherents disregard 
the obvious benefits of some GM crops and argue that GM 
is, per se, unsafe.  Safety or otherwise depends on the sort 
of genes that are manipulated.  Drought-resistant wheat 
may be harmless, whereas Roundup Ready crops may 
escape their fields and become weeds, resistant to our most 
popular weedkiller. Farmers may use Roundup more liberally, 
knowing that their crop is not going to be harmed by it, thereby 
putting more toxins into the environment.  The World Health 
Organisation has recently declared that glyphosate, the main 
ingredient of Roundup, is ‘probably carcinogenic to humans’ 
and there are moves, strenuously resisted by manufacturers, 
to mandate warnings on labels.  Then there is Monsanto’s 
infamous ‘terminator gene’ in rice, the staple food in China and 
India, which makes the seeds infertile, forcing poor farmers to 
buy new seed each year from Monsanto. 

Yes, the GM industry has a lot to answer for but we will never 
put an end to experimentation, so our critiques must be both 
informed and specific.

WASTE NOT
Most of us have heard or read about the obscene quantities 
of food that get wasted in affluent countries such as Australia 
each year.  
Wastage comes at every stage of production and 
consumption: fruit and vegetables that don’t meet the 
criteria of shape, colour and size required by supermarkets 
or are surplus to requirements; food that gets spoiled in 
transit or in the stores; perfectly good food that is thrown 
into dumpsters because it hasn’t been sold before its often 
arbitrary use-by date; food we buy and take home and then 
allow to wilt or go rotten in the bottom of our crisper; half-
empty jars of jam or pickles that sit in our fridge until the 
labels go mouldy, and are thrown out en masse on the next 
fridge-cleaning day; perfectly good leftovers that we can’t 
be bothered to reheat tomorrow for lunch; food we leave on 
our plates.  

Then there is the barely noticeable wastage that most of us 
are guilty of at the food-preparation stage: the unnecessary 
cuttings and peelings that go into the compost or — 
criminally — into our rubbish bins. 

I have a friend in Sydney who has taken up the sport of 
dumpster diving, despite the strong disapproval of his wife.  
He carries his conservation to extremes — not only does he 
salvage food, but he also searches his neighbours’ Sulo bins 
and extracts all manner of useful articles intended for the tip, 
including magazines, greetings cards and other stationery, 
some of which comes my way.  But I digress.

Many people don’t realise just how much of the food they 
throw away is perfectly edible.  Most use-by dates can 
safely be ignored, especially those on durable tins and dry 
packages. Obviously, it is unwise to store perishables such 
as meat and milk for too long, but when in doubt you can 
always subject them to the sniff test, the means people have 
used from time immemorial — long before the invention of 
calendars — to test the freshness of food items.   

In my house, nothing gets peeled — potatoes and carrots 
from the supermarket have already been scrubbed to within 
an inch of their lives and just need to be cut to size.  As for 
apples: I have no patience with people who peel them, and I 
will eat their peelings if they won’t.  My contempt for apple-
peelers is exceeded only by that for people who leave their 
bread crusts, unless they are under two or over 90 and 
wear dentures.  Even the Queen, who probably meets both 
those latter criteria, doesn’t cut the crusts off her cucumber 
sandwiches (her butler probably does). 

You can also judge people by the size of their apple cores.  
Apple cores are perfectly edible.  As indeed are the tops 
of tomatoes, and those leafy green things attached to 
strawberries.  So are the thick stalks that make up half the 
volume and weight of cauliflowers and broccoli, which you 
can chop finely and cook along with your other veggies in 
stir-fries and curries or whathaveyou.  If you eat everything 
edible in your house, you won’t have much left to bury in your 
flower-pots.  

 

More tips to improve the sustainability of  
our daily lives without too much effort. 

– PAINLESSLY MAD COW
Ruminating withLiving Green
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Aboriginal land managers need to be part of the Bilby 
Conservation conversation

Bilbies are a well-known, 
peculiar and charismatic-
looking Australian marsupial. 
They are an ecologically 
important species because 
of their prolific burrowing 
(providing homes for 
themselves and others) and 
foraging (spreading seeds 
and increasing germination). 
Culturally they are important 
as a food item, for ceremonies 

and the dreaming stories that feature them. 

They used to range across 70% of Australia, but now only 
occur in the north-western 20% of their former range because 
of predation by cats and foxes, competition from rabbits, and 
habitat loss through fire and land clearing. All this has led to 
the Bilby being listed as a threatened species vulnerable 
to extinction under both Federal and State conservation 
legislation. Once a species is listed as threatened, then the 
State Governments’ Conservation Departments often drive 
the conservation effort, coordinated by a Recovery Team of 
scientists and written down in a Recovery Plan. 

In the past, Aboriginal people have often not been included 
in these Recovery Teams or Plans. When it comes to Bilby 
conservation, this poor inclusion has been recognised as a 
major problem for many reasons. Here are three. Firstly, the 
scientific community has finally learnt how critical Aboriginal 
fire management was and is to most Australian biodiversity, 
including the Bilby. Secondly, there is large overlap between 
the traditional diet of desert groups and the Bilby’s, including 
grass seeds, fruits, bush onions and grubs. Lastly, 80% of the 
Bilby’s current range occurs on Aboriginal-managed land 
(e.g. Indigenous Protected Areas), which are managed by the 
largest conservation force in Australia, the Aboriginal Ranger 
Groups. 

So if you want to conserve Bilbies, you really should include 
the people who manage the majority of the Bilby’s range, who 
have significant knowledge of the Bilby’s food and have been 
using fire to manage Bilby country for thousands of years. 

Aboriginal Rangers were first fully included in the Bilby 
conservation conversation last year at the Kiwirrkurra 
Indigenous Bilby Knowledge Festival, which brought together 

Kimberley Bilby Workshop 2017 

Environs Kimberley’s Bilby project is funded by the State Government’s 
Natural Resource Management Program.

Malcolm Lindsay

Aboriginal groups across Australia to share cultural and 
scientific knowledge. Environs Kimberley and WWF Australia 
coordinated a convoy of Kimberley Rangers to take part in the 
Kiwirrkurra festival. To keep this important conversation going 
regionally, EK, WWF and Department of Parks and Wildlife 
recently ran a Kimberley Bilby Workshop in Fitzroy Crossing. 

The workshop was attended by eight different Aboriginal 
Ranger groups from the Kimberley, including Nyangumarta, 
Karajarri, Yawuru, Nyul Nyul, Bardi Jawi, Nyikina Mangala, 
Ngurrara and Gooniyandi. The two-day workshop covered 
important topics such as Bilby ecology, cultural knowledge, 
and feral animal and fire management. The attending 
groups vary in their Bilby experience, creating an important 
opportunity for learning from the more experienced Rangers 
and scientists present. 

This regional conversation provides an opportunity for 
consistency and standardisation in survey and management 
methodology. This allows the Rangers’ work to simultaneously 
tell a story of Bilbies on their country and aggregate with 
other groups to tell a regional story. A critical discussion was 
held about the importance of traditional knowledge in Bilby 
management projects and how better to respect and integrate 
it with western scientific knowledge.

This is just one example 
of how essential it is 
to include Aboriginal 
people in any 
conservation project 
for better conservation, 
social and cultural 
outcomes. 

Image: Damien Kelly

Hugh James, Virgil Cherel and Claude Carter setting camera traps to estimate 
feral cat numbers.
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In Broome and wherever there are a few good-sized trees, 
the very first burst comes from the Kookaburras. Even while 
it is still dark I can hear them far off, proclaiming their territory 
to any other kookaburras that care to listen. It always reminds 
me of my very first field trip in the Kimberley, near Kununurra. 
We were camped near the Ord River and every morning 
at a ridiculously early time the kookaburras would start up, 
absolutely negating the need for an alarm clock. Who needs a 
rooster when you have kookaburras? 

Later in the very early morning, when shadow is becoming 
light, but before the first rays of the sun, the Singing 
Honeyeaters begin their chorus in Broome. The ‘Singers’ 
are territorial, and each one seems to have its own, slightly 
different song. The one I can hear out of my window repeats 
a sound something like ‘Wurt-yeg’, occasionally throwing in a 
‘Wurt-yeg-yer’. Its call is slightly different from that of the bird 
singing out the front, which has more of a warble to its song. 

Many moons ago, when I was an undergraduate zoology 
student, we did a study on nearest-neighbour recognition. 

The dawn chorus is a phenomenon wherever you travel 
in Australia. On the odd occasions when I wake early 
in town, or when I am out in the field lying in my tent, I 
listen with interest to the procession of bird-calls that 
herald the rising of the sun.   

Appreciating Nature: Wurt-yeg
Steve Reynolds

18 Wandjina Road (last on the right)

Close to town, just off the Gibb River Road

Tel: 9191 1114  •  Email: kimzen@bigpond.com

Self-contained cottages or single rooms with shared facilities. The 
place to stay in Derby for comfort, peace and privacy

Kimberley Cottages
20 Hunter St Broome
Ph: 9192 2832

Ages for: Acer, Compaq, DELL, Epson, Fujitsu, LG, NEC
Sales.eclipse@westnet.com.au   www.eclipsecomputers.com.au

Network Soultions Specialists
Microsoft Certified Professional Engineers

Fully Equipped Workshop & Same Day Onsite Service
Computer systems custom designed for your needs

Hewlett Packard Authorised Sales & Service

Singing Honeyeater – Photo: Birdlife Australia

It seems that some birds, and especially those that call regularly 
and are territorial, can recognise their neighbours by their call. 
The theory is that if you can recognise your neighbour, you 
don’t need to fight him or her (or them?) all the time once the 
boundaries are established. But if someone unusual flies in (a 
‘stranger’), then you know you need to defend your space. We 
recorded calls of Singers (which also occur in Perth) during the 
dawn chorus, and they did indeed respond more aggressively to 
strangers than to nearest neighbours. 

The Singing Honeyeaters tend to space themselves out 
when calling in the morning, and stick to the same tree. So if 
you hear your local Singer in the morning, it may well be your 
nearest neighbour.  
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This year’s 14th annual Environs Kimberley Art 
Auction will again be exhibiting some of the best 
art-works the Kimberley has to offer. Come along 
and enjoy a night of fantastic art, delicious food, a 

well-stocked bar, and great company! 
Saturday 22nd July 2017

Broome Chinatown Convention Centre
3–5 pm — preview of the art

5–7 pm — drinks, food and live music
7–9 pm — live auction of art pieces
A silent auction runs all evening and  

winning bids are announced at the end  
of the live auction.

For more details, please contact Tess on  
(08) 9192 1922 or admin@environskimberley.org.au

As valued supporters of Environs Kimberley, you are invited to take part in this year’s event.  
To enter please fill in the Artist Entry Form and return by 23rd June 2017. Forms are available from our office,  

or online at:  www.environskimberley.org.au/events/art-auction-2017/ 

2016 Art Auction – Julia Rau

Save the Date – Art auction 2017

Artists we need you

Over the last few years, the ‘park’ on Woods Drive had been 
feeling unloved and like a shell of what it could be.  The 
rainy season this year turned its dry dusty soil into a jungle 
of weeds, shattered glass and broken dreams.  Luckily, one 
dream escaped and gently floated over to local resident and 
Incredible Edible Broome member, Jenna Cowie.  It was a 
vision to transform the drain into a vibrant, interactive and safe 
space that engaged local youth, tackled weeds and nurtured 
a walking track filled with native plants that provided shade 
and bush tucker.

With the support of many agencies and volunteers, the 
vision soon became a reality.  It started with a spray-painted 
mural that brought together artists and youth: a welcome 
distraction at the end of the school holidays.  Over two weeks, 
a team of volunteers and youth, led by Jenna and artists Bec 
Morgan-Dann and Leah Rakabundel, transformed a long, 
mismatched and vandalised stretch of corrugated fence into 
a representation of iconic Broome places, plants and animals. 

The project finished with several planting and mulching days 
made possible by plants donated by 
SKIPA (Society for Kimberley Indigenous 
Plants and Animals), mulch donated 
by the Shire and Ask Alex, and many 
volunteer hands planting and landscaping 
to smother weeds with mulch and plant 
well-established edible natives.

Woods Drive
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The first of this year’s Nulungu 
‘Talking Heads’ series at the 
Notre Dame Broome Campus 
was a talk by Kevin Kenneally. 
The event was organised by 
Broome Botanical Society to help 
promote National Eucalypt Day 
(23rd March) but also to inform 
people about plans for a new, 
revised edition of the much-

loved publication ‘Broome and Beyond’. 
Kevin worked as a botanist in the Kimberley for many 
years for the then Department of Conservation and Land 
Management (CALM). He began his fieldwork on the Dampier 
Peninsula back in 1977. He was one of the main contributors 
to the Kimberley Rainforests book (1991). Through the 
1980s and 1990s, he worked with members of the Broome 
Botanical Society and Indigenous elders to document 
the regional flora. This collaboration resulted in the 1996 
publication of ‘Broome and Beyond’.  

Kimberley Rainforests  –  talk by Kevin Kenneally 
Steve Reynolds

Kevin spoke about the special nature of Kimberley Rainforests, 
one type of which is the Monsoon Vine Thickets of the 
Dampier Peninsula. These seasonal rainforests have many 
deciduous plants (dropping leaves in the dry season) and 
are characterised by species derived from South-east Asia 
(Malesian flora). They occur only in pockets where there is 
available moisture and are often protected from fire by natural 
barriers. Kevin spoke about the possible role of dry-season fogs 
and dew events on the Dampier Peninsula as important factors 
helping to sustain these patches in a low rainfall environment.

We heard about the biological richness of these areas, including 
plants only known from rainforest patches, and various animals 
that depend on them, including possums, fruit-doves, pittas and 
a group of land snails, some species of which are restricted to 
a single patch. Many of the patches are difficult to access and 
transport in the 1980s was often by helicopter or boat. 

Readers of our Newsletter will have read about the KNP’s 
tireless work with rangers on Monsoon Vine Thickets, 
monitoring them, surveying the species and removing weeds.  
We also succeeded, after much effort, in having the Thickets 
collectively listed an Endangered Ecosystem, which should 
afford them better recognition and protection. 

12 Frederick Street, Broome  •  Phone: 9192 6222
Mob: 0418 938 724  •  Email: broomeconvention@bigpond.com

• Musical Instruments
• Mobile Stage

MICK CONNOLLY
Shed: 29 Hunter St.  Ph: (08) 9192 2394   Fax (08) 9193 5690
Shop: 19 Frederick St (old min-golf building)  Ph / Fax: (08) 9192 6222
Mobile: 0418 938 724  Email: troppo@comswest.net.au
PO Box 185, Broome Western Australia 6725

• PA & Lighting Systems
• Recording Studio

TROPPO SOUND

Image: www.thewest.com.au Melochia Umbellata

National Eucalypt Day is an initiative of Eucalypt Australia. The 
Kimberley Nature Project, Environs Kimberley, receives ongoing 
funding for Monsoon Vine Thicket work from Rangelands NRM.
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Confucius say, “Man who stands 
on hill with mouth open will 
wait long time for roast duck to 
drop in.”

Confucius did not have to wait long 
for the humble Sea Cucumber to 
crawl onto his plate as they were 
so plentiful. Indeed, Confucius was 
so enamoured by these strange 
creatures he included them in the 

classic ancient Chinese banquet dish ‘The Eight Immortals 
Crossing the Sea’ and espoused them as a potent sexual 
stimulant for men and a cure-all for a myriad of ailments. 
Perhaps Confucius decided Sea Cucumbers must be good 
for impotence as they do look like a rather large phallus 
that loves crawling into tight spaces and, when provoked, 
violently spray a gooey white mass at their provocateur.

Confucius probably didn’t know that the reproductive 
biology of Sea Cucumbers is downright boring. They are 
known as ‘dribble spawners’ and struggle to pathetically 
raise their heads off the seafloor, sway side-to-side, 
and dribble out eggs or sperm that hopefully meet up 
and become fertilised somewhere in the water column. 
No elaborate courtship moves, no mass spawning 
aggregations, they can hardly be bothered even 
communicating with the opposite sex.

If Confucius had known about the multiple talents of the 
rear-end of Sea Cucumbers he may have changed his 
medicinal recommendations. Sea Cucumber butts are really 
exciting! The animals breathe out of their butts, filter their 
blood out of their butts and emit a powerful poison out of 
their butts. Some fish and crustaceans love the rear-ends 
of Sea Cucumbers; they swim right in and enjoy a cosy new 
home. Other species of Sea Cucumber have become so sick 
of having their rear-end used as a rental property they have 
evolved anal teeth to prevent visitors from penetrating their 
anus!

What the ancient Chinese probably didn’t realise is that Sea 
Cucumbers play a major role in the biological processing of 
the seabed. Vast armies appear from cracks and nooks at 
night and scour the seafloor, cleaning up organic material 
deposited during the day. In the deep sea, Sea Cucumbers 
represent up to 90% of the total mass of macrofauna. 

Sea Cucumbers – Marine Viagra?

THE ULTIMATE JOURNEY TO THE STARS

www.astrotours.net

Astronomy experiences for anyone 
who has ever looked up in the sky 
and wondered.
Astro Tours uses resources that will 
be around for a very, very long time. 
Stars are the ultimate Recyclers

P: 08 9193 5362 
M: 0417 949 958

Jason Fowler

Exciting new research has shown that around coral reefs Sea 
Cucumber poop is higher in pH than the surrounds. This means 
Sea Cucumbers can actively fight the effects of rising ocean 
acidity in a high carbon dioxide world. The fact that they do 
this around coral reefs is great news for corals who are some 
of the most susceptible organisms to ocean acidity. Can Sea 
Cucumbers help to save the Great Barrier Reef? 

Currently the WA Government is assessing the North-west 
Sea Cucumber fishery for Marine Stewardship Certification. 
At first glance the fishery appears small and well managed. 
However, one must question the wisdom of removing this 
humble yet incredibly important creature just to satisfy 
the millions of lunging chopsticks in Asia. Globally, Sea 
Cucumber stocks have been devastated and several 
species are listed as endangered across much of the planet. 
Even the Great Barrier Reef has been hit hard from a century 
of intense Sea Cucumber fishing. The animals live for over 
a decade and don’t mature until they are 2–4 years old, so 
they are susceptible to overfishing and cannot rebuild ranks 
quickly. Fortunately, the Chinese, Japanese and Indians 
have developed a booming Sea Cucumber aquaculture 
industry, which negates the need to fish out these high pH-
pooping creatures from our coral reefs.

Confucius also said, “The superior man understands what 
is right; the inferior man understands what will sell.” Which 
shall we be?

WARNING:  

Adult Themes

A Sea Cucumber flaunting its anus
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Night Parrots Found In WA

Making history is not so easy 
these days, but four Broome-based 
ornithologists (Adrian Boyle, Nigel 
Jackett, George Swann and Bruce 

Greatwich) have had a well-deserved win.   They 
studied the options, developed a conceptual model 
of occurrences, chose a site in interior WA to check, 
organised themselves to get there, camped out, 
listened for calls and had a great result — obtaining 
the first confirmed sighting of a Night Parrot in 
Western Australia for nearly a century. 

The Night Parrot looks like a low-flying fat budgerigar.  It 
was not confirmed as still alive in Australia until three years 
ago. More remarkably,  the confirmation photograph in WA 
was taken in a patch of spinifex (location not being revealed)  
2,000 kilometres from where the species was rediscovered 
in Western Queensland three years ago. 

A Night Parrot Recovery Team was formed in 2015,  tasked 
with ensuring that research and management activities 
undertaken in support of Night Parrot conservation are 
aligned and coordinated.  

The team has recently launched a website  
www.nightparrot.com.au which contains photos and 
information about Night Parrots, including samples of  
their calls. 

Anyone who spends time in spinifex country is encouraged 
to check out the calls on the website as this is regarded 
as the best way to find the nocturnal species. Research in 
Queensland has revealed that night parrots’ calling rates 
dramatically increase after significant rainfall, so now is a 
good time to be looking and listening. The first hour after 
sunset and last hour before dawn are their main calling times.  
Stands of long-unburnt spinifex appear to be important for 
roosting and nesting, so areas of big old-growth spinifex 
(Triodia longiceps or similar) adjacent to stony habitats 
that provide natural firebreaks would be good places to 
look, especially if there are alluvial habitats supporting low 
succulent vegetation such as Sclerolaena spp. nearby, where 
parrots can forage. 

And if you hear the call, make sure to have your camera ready.

Onya Ady, Nigel, George and Bruce!

Jan Lewis

Adrian Boyle, Nigel Jackett, George Swann and Bruce Greatwich - 
photo by Bruce Greatwich

Night Parrot - Photo by Bruce Greatwich
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Night Parrots Found In WA
Kimberley weed warriors will now have access to an enhanced 
weed identification and control field guide with the production of 
the third edition of Kimberley Weeds. First developed by Environs 
Kimberley in 2007 and a dashboard staple of many a dusty Toyota, 
the weed cards are now a handy and hardy plasticised pocket guide 
that contains pictures, descriptions and methods to identify and 
manage 65 Kimberley weeds. Species include 14 creepers, 19 trees, 
17 herbs, 10 grasses and five waterweeds identified as threats to 
environmental, cultural and agricultural assets across the region. 

The classification of each of the weeds under the Biosecurity and 
Agriculture Management Act (2007) is provided, while 12 Weeds of 
National Significance and two National Alert Weeds are highlighted 
as concerns to the region.

The field guide explains that many environmental and cultural 
weeds are not afforded a legal control status. It uses the ranking of 
Kimberley weeds by the Department of Parks and Wildlife in 2014 as 
a guide for the description of weed extent, impact and invasiveness. 
Eight weeds identified in the 2014 ranking as Kimberley Priority 
ALERT weeds are included in the guide.

The weed guide was compiled by Louise Beames, with input and 
photo contributions from many other passionate weedos wanting  
to apply enhanced weed control in the Kimberley.  

New Kimberley Weed Cards
Those acknowledged include: Tracey Vinnicombe, Gary Lienert, 
Beau Bibby, Phil Docherty, Noel Wilson, Dick Passfield, Steve 
Reynolds, Kylie Weatherall, Tim Willing, John Westaway, Kandy 
Curran, Andrew Mitchell, the Department of Parks and Wildlife 
and RG & FG Richardson. Partial funding for the publication 
was obtained through the Kimberley Nature Project with 
contributions from the Australian Government  
National Landcare Program, Rangelands NRM  
WA and the State NRM WA.

The 2016 Kimberley Weed Cards are now 
available through the Environs Kimberley 
office and market stall and may be 
purchased through our website in 
December.

The Kimberley Nature Project is  
managed by Environs Kimberley  
and funded by Rangelands NRM  
and the Australian Government’s  
National Landcare Program.

Using your Will to 
protect the Kimberley 
One of the most significant ways to leave a lasting 
legacy for the nature of the Kimberley is to leave a 

gift in your Will to Environs Kimberley.
Large or small, when you make a bequest you are 

helping to provide for the future of the Kimberley. 
You are giving Environs Kimberley the power to 
speak out and act for our region and ensure its 

protection for future generations.
Please contact us if you’d like advice on  

making a bequest to EK. 

John Butler is coming to Broome to put on a not-to-
be missed concert for Environs Kimberley. 

Sunday 21st May at Goolarri, Broome.
More details to follow shortly so please save the date 

for what will be a fantastic night of music to raise 
money for EK and to celebrate the Kimberley.  

Hope to see you there.

EK Concert for the Kimberley 
with John Butler

Save the Date
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Our newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper.

You can provide a monthly donation through our website.  
Please ring Christine if you have any queries on (08) 9192 1922.

I would also like to make a donation of:   $

Name

Postal Address

Suburb                

    Postcode

Phone (          )

Mobile

Email

1 year for $30.00/ Concession $20.00 (Inc of GST)

3 years for $80.00/ Concession $50.00 (Inc of GST)

Lifetime membership for $500 (Inc of GST)

I would like to receive my quarterly EK Newsletter and other 
correspondence by email

(Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible)

CHEQUE PAYMENTS

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION

ENVIRONS KIMBERLEY

PO Box 2281, Broome WA 6725

Phone:  08 9192 1922

Email: finance@environskimberley.org.au

Subscription is also available online at: 
www.environskimberley.org.au

More members and friends are choosing to give an automatic 
monthly donation to EK. This means you don’t have to think 

about it and we have the security of knowing how  
much you want to give us through the year.

SUPPORTING US HAS  
NEVER BEEN EASIER

The EK gift find is a public fund and is listed n the register of Environmental Organisations  
under item 6.1.1 subsection 30-35 (1) of the income Tax Assessment Act 1997.

Credit card payment - please debit my

CVV Code No: 

Card No:

Cardholder’s Name

Signature                    Expiry Date                       /

CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS


