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Best practice guidelines  
for fruit collection 

Looking after our trees now and for the future

Terminalia ferdinandiana
Kabiny, Madoor, Nyaminyari, Yaminyarri, Gabiny, Gubinge

Terminalia ferdinandiana has many language names, for example, 
Kabiny (in Nyul Nyul), Gabiny (in Djugun), Madoorr (in Bardi), 
Nyaminyari (in Karajarri) Yaminyarri (in Yawuru), and is referred 
to more generally as Gubinge or Kakadu Plum. It is distributed 
throughout west Kimberley country. 

You must receive permission from the Registered Native Title 
Body Corporate (RNTBC), land owner or land manager to collect 
fruit before you start collecting. Commercial picking is not 
permitted within conservation reserves (marked in green).

For further information please contact:

The Kimberley Community Seedbank  
Environs Kimberley 
www.environskimberley.org.au/seedbank_project 
Email: knp@environskimberley.org.au   
Tel: (08) 9192 1922
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Native title, pastoral lease and conservation  
boundaries in the west Kimberley
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It is important that enough seeds are left in the  
natural environment to maintain healthy populations  
of Kabiny, Gabiny, Madoorr, Yaminyarri, Nyaminyari  
into the future.

The fruit you leave behind will provide food for native birds 
and mammals. These animals spread the seeds to new areas, 
allowing new trees and populations to grow.

Plant recovery in areas affected by fire or other disturbance is 
dependent on the natural seedbank containing large numbers 
of seeds. Not all seeds germinate or experience the right 
conditions to grow into healthy trees.

80%

1. Pick ripe, plump fruit from healthy, strong trees. 

2. Leave at least 20% of the fruits on the tree for 
regeneration

3. Avoid taking any unripe fruit. Leave these to 
mature for other people/animals to eat and to 
germinate more trees.

4. Give trees a chance to grow. Do not harvest 
from very young trees or sick trees, or from areas 
damaged by fire.

5. Care for the trees so they can keep producing 
year after year. Avoid climbing the trees and 
bending branches, which can break and damage 
the tree. Consider using tools that can help you 
reach higher fruit, like long-handled secateurs or 
ladders.

6. Pick fruits by hand, leaving the branch and stems 
undamaged.

7. Reduce waste by being prepared. Have the 
means to transport and store fruits in the right 
condition so your collections do not spoil.

8. Write down your collection site, date and quantity 
taken for future reference. This way you can 
see if your activities are having an impact on the 
trees or habitat over time. You will also be able 
to identify the best times and places to visit each 
season. You may also need this information to 
maintain your commercial collector’s license.

Looking after people

1. Slip, slop, slap and slurp: protect yourself from the sun, heat, insects and 
other hazards and stay well hydrated.

Getting permissions

1. Before you collect, consider whether you need written permission from the native title 
holder, land owner or land manager (See the map for details on native title boundaries).

2. In recognition of Aboriginal people’s intrinsic connection to land and country, Aboriginal 
people do not require a licence to collect native plant materials and fruit for customary 
purposes, for example, for food and ceremonial purposes. 

3. Commercial picking is not permitted in conservation reserves and estates  
(see map for details). In Broome this includes Minyirr Park and the wider Yawuru Minyirr 
Buru and Birragun Conservation Parks.

4. If selling plant material, or supplying another person who is selling plant material, you 
will need a flora licence from the  WA Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions. 

  The type of licence you need will depend on the land tenure. For example, if you want to 
collect from Crown land, you will need a Flora taking (commercial purposes) Crown land 
licence, but if you are collecting from private land, you will need a Private land supplier’s 
licence. You must submit your letter of permission from the RNTBC representative or land 
owner/occupier with your flora licence.

 Contact the Broome office at 111 Herbert Street; (08) 92199836; or the Wildlife Licensing 
Section on (08 ) 92199000 or wildlifelicensing@dbca.wa.gov.au. 

 For more information visit www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/licences-and-
authorities

LOOKING AFTER TREES LOOKING AFTER THE HABITAT

1. Avoid bringing weeds into or out of the area. Clean shoes and 
collection equipment before arriving and before leaving. 
Think about where your car has been; do the grille and 
undercarriage need a clean to remove weed seeds? 

2. Try not to disturb any nests in the trees or on the ground 
nearby.

3. Be careful of where you step or drive. Try not to damage 
other plants as you go.

http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/licences-and-authorities
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