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Broome Bilbies about to be bulldozed?  Call on Ministers to halt clearing 
of their habitat.  

 
Conservation group Environs Kimberley (EK) fears that a newly-found Bilby colony near Broome is 

about to be bulldozed by the WA Government agency, Landcorp. 

 

The Nationally Vulnerable Greater Bilby has been located within 500m of clearing activities underway at 

Crab Creek Road, north-east of Broome. Active burrows and live Bilbies have been seen around the 

centre of a proposed 400ha Industrial Development. Images of Bilbies have also been captured on camera 

traps.  

 

Acting on road sightings by Broome Bird Observatory personnel, EK staff Neil Hamaguchi and Dr 

Malcolm Lindsay followed tracks and found at least 10 active Bilby burrows close to where clearing is 

taking place.  

 

"We have used camera traps to capture footage of Bilbies using multiple burrows and have identified 

fresh scats, tracks and diggings daily. Only a relatively small area has been searched and it’s likely that 

many more active burrows exist," said Neil Hamaguchi, EK Kimberley Nature Project Officer. 

 

“The Landcorp consultants surveying the development area did not report any Bilby activity. However, 

Bilbies need to use different patches of habitat during different years or seasons. Their occupancy now, in 

1998 and at other times anecdotally, suggests that the area is an important part of their seasonal habitat. 

Simultaneous sightings near the Broome Bird Observatory indicate that many Bilbies use this habitat,” 

said Dr Malcolm Lindsay, EK Projects Coordinator. 

 

"Nationally, Bilbies are threatened by predation, competition and loss of habitat from fire and land 

clearing. The lack of competition from rabbits or predation by foxes in the Kimberley means that areas 

like this become wild refugia for the species. Frequent and late dry season fire is one of the greatest 

threats to Bilbies in our region, therefore this relatively unburnt habitat in the Crab Creek area appears to 

be important. The plans for clearing could change that."   

 

“Although Landcorp has gone through many of the proper processes, the recent sightings of Bilbies in the 

area mean that the goal posts have shifted. We have asked Landcorp to do the responsible thing and halt 

land clearing until more extensive surveys are done to capture the size of the population and the 

importance of the area; however they have not heeded this request and are proceeding with the 

development”. 

 

“The Federal Department of the Environment has been informed and has advised us that they are 

investigating the matter. We have written to ask the Federal Environment Minister Hunt, the State 

Environment Minister Jacob and Minister Redman to use their powers to halt the clearing until we can 

properly assess the size of the Bilby population and importance of the habitat, and reassess the 

development’s impact and environmental management." said Dr Malcolm Lindsay. 

 

Meetings have been sought with Landcorp to find a cooperative interim solution that protects Broome's 

Bilbies and important Bilby habitat, but Landcorp has refused to meet us. 
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