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Bull Sharks 
& the 
Mardoowarra

They do have high levels of testosterone and their aggressive 
nature has earnt them the reputation of being responsible 
for more shark attacks than any other species. The bad news: 
there are lots of Bull Sharks around Broome, so next time 
you’re out swimming and something headbutts you savagely, 
you will know it’s a Bull Shark that is coming back for the kill; 
it’s called the bump and bite technique…

With a bite force of 600kg, weight for weight they have the 
strongest bite of any shark. However they can be gentle, 
loving souls. During mating a male Bull Shark pursues the 
larger female, biting her on the tail fin to get her attention. He 
also flashes his belly at her and swims above her, trying to be 
dominant. Once she’s decided he’s not a bad-looking fella she 
will allow him to bite her on the pectoral fin and hold on, belly 
to belly, clasper to cloaca, fin in mouth. Sounds a bit rough, 
but the ladies have much thicker skin than the men and barely 
notice their love bites. Once mating begins the pair is locked 
together for several minutes and can’t swim. No water goes 
over their gills and both slowly starve for oxygen, ending an 
exhausted state, floundering on the seafloor…

Eleven months later the pups are ready to be born and a very 
peculiar reproductive strategy comes into play. Bull Sharks 
are highly adapted to tolerate extreme changes in salinity, and 
the females move into freshwater rivers. Smart move, because 
rivers are free of other big sharks that would prey on young 
pups. In the Kimberley, our rivers are full of big crocs; croc 
numbers have tripled since the end of commercial hunting 
in the seventies. The young pups are born fully functional, 
and are immediately abandoned by their carefree mother to 

fend for themselves. A game of cat-and-mouse ensues, where 
the young pups have to dodge the ever-watchful crocs and 
compete with voracious Barramundi for whatever scraps of 
food they can find. Eventually, after five years or so, the young 
Bull Sharks have become tough enough to handle higher 
salinity and can move downstream to begin feasting on the 
bounty of the ocean.

If large numbers of Bull Sharks are found around Broome, 
the Fitzroy River must be an important nursery, as the only 
source of permanent freshwater along a huge stretch of coast. 
The Fitzroy River faces many threats: fracking, coal mines, oil 
wells, water extraction, industrial agriculture. It takes just one 
mistake and this nursery could become deadly for a Bull Shark 
pup. The sharks have evolved to deal with hungry crocs, huge 
tides, roaring floods and careless mothers. How would they 
contend with an industrial accident or long-term degradation? 
The loss of this key Bull Shark nursery would have profound 
effects far beyond the river. Bull Sharks are the apex predator 
of our coastal waters and the demise of this species would 
leave an unbalanced marine ecosystem, with effects we are 
still trying to fathom. It’s called a trophic cascade: when one 
key species is removed, an avalanche of change moves down 
the food chain. 

The health of the Fitzroy River is important not just to 
Barramundi fishers, tourists and thousands of locals. 
Protection of the Fitzroy River and keeping it healthy is 
important to our entire west Kimberley coastline.   

Jason Fowler 

‘Testosterone-fuelled, saltwater pit bulls’ is perhaps the best way to describe Bull Sharks. 
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web: http://environskimberley.org.au 
email: director@environskimberley.org.au

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Environs Kimberley welcomes letters to the 
Editor. We accept comment and criticism, 
and print all letters that are not obscene, 
offensive or libellous. If you have a bone to 
pick, pick it with us.
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Hello all —   

I am very pleased to report that in July we regained some of our past momentum 
and held two more events in the continuing Broome Sustainability series: the long-
awaited forum on Transition Towns and a Sustainable Design workshop. 

Thank you to Bernie Trench-Thiedeman who organised and facilitated a jam-
packed night on transition towns, a worldwide network of communities striving 
to become more self-reliant in the face of diminishing fossil fuels, climate-change 
destruction and economic instability. Having successfully attracted a roomful of 
people mid-week at dinnertime, Bernie’s next challenge was to keep us engaged 
for several hours. 

The session opened with a wonderful, well-paced film about neighbourhoods and 
communities associated with the Transition Network. This was followed by an 
interactive session with two practitioners who’ve been part of some WA initiatives. 
The final part of the evening was devoted to gauging the interest in forming a Broome 
network. There was plenty and Broome Transitions has met twice already. 

At the second event, architect Finn Pedersen, coincidentally a co-founder of EK, 
presented at a workshop on sustainable design in the arid tropics. He chose as case 
studies three buildings that his firm Iredale Pedersen Hook has designed recently: 
the Warmun Frail-aged Home, the Regional Prison and the Kununurra Courthouse 
(the latter two are collaborations with TAG Architects). Armed with scores of 
pictures and in a tight timeframe, Finn walked us deftly through the many socially 
and environmentally sustainable features of each building in a talk that was of 
great interest and unusually accessible. 

Thank you to the presenters and to the SGIO Community Grants Program for its 
funding support for both events.

As it turned out, the sustainability events were held on successive nights in the 
same week as the Annual Art Auction, which was no mean feat. Congratulations 
to coordinator Tess and to Christine for the success of this year’s auction, which 
was the most financially successful that EK has held. It was definitely the best for 
me since the move to the Broome Convention Centre, seamless and endlessly 
enjoyable, in spite of my going against my resolution to not buy anything. How can 
one not have a bid?

Until next time,

Kate Golson

SOME GOOD NEWS 
New York is to ban single-use Styrofoam 
containers from restaurants, mobile food 
trucks.  San Francisco, Portland and 
Seattle are doing likewise.

Leaf-blowers have been banned from 
many cities in the United States, from Los 
Angeles to Florida. 

Tasmania has put a five-year moratorium 
on fracking.  

Yessss! 

Our esteemed and longest-serving 
Board member, Peter Mitchell, is 
taking a break from the Board to 
carry out other duties, but promises 
to return in due course.  Come back 
soon, Peter; all is forgiven. 

Saturday, 24th October

Join us for a short and 
punchy end-of-year 

PRESENTATION (3-4pm) 

on our activities and 
achievements in 2015

& AGM (4-5pm)

LOTTERIES HOUSE

http://www.transitionnetwork.org
http://livingsmart.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/groups/130926040576658/
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More tips to improve the sustainability of 
our daily lives without too much effort. 

living 
green

—PAINLESSLYThe natural world and those who want to protect it are under 

attack in Australia. They are threatened by both the State and 

Federal Governments. 

In Western Australia the Barnett government is using the James 

Price Point protests as justification for bringing in draconian 

laws to severely limit civil disobedience. The Criminal Code 

Amendment (Prevention of Lawful Activity) Bill 2015 is being 

debated in Parliament now. If this law came into effect it would 

abandon the presumption of innocence, which is a foundation of 

criminal law. 

Two activities would now be defined as crimes: physically 

preventing a lawful activity, and possessing a ‘thing’ with the 

intention of physically preventing a lawful activity. Locking a gate 

could be a criminal offence, and large gatherings of people could 

be unlawful because they may create a physical barrier. To avoid 

conviction, defendants need to prove that they did not intend 

to prevent a lawful activity. The laws carry a penalty of up to 12 

months’ imprisonment and a $12,000 fine.

The WA Environmental Defender’s Office successfully argued 

that the Environmental Protection Authority’s decision to approve 

the Department of State Development’s gas hub at James 

Price Point. This didn’t win them any favours with the State 

Government. and the Barnett government withdrew support in 

June this year. The Abbott government cut funding to all EDOs 

across Australia in 2013.

The Federal Government tried, unsuccessfully so far, to hand 

over responsibilities for the Environmental Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999) to the States. Fortunately, 

the cross-benchers, including the Palmer United Party, blocked 

the move. The EPBC Act is again threatened by the Abbott 

government because the Minister for the Environment’s decision 

to approve the Adani coal mine, one of the biggest in the world, 

was set aside. The Mackay Conservation Group’s challenge was 

possible because the EPBC Act allows such groups the ‘standing’ 

to challenge decisions in the courts. The Abbott government now 

wants to remove this standing.

The Federal Government’s push against renewable energy and 

support for coal is leading to Australia becoming an international 

pariah for its ineffective action on climate change. 

To cap all this off, there is a serious push in the Abbott 

government to strip environment groups of their tax-deductibility 

status. A Federal parliamentary inquiry is underway and expected 

to report this year. 

Environs Kimberley has and continues to receive funding for our 

on-ground environmental programmes and we acknowledge 

both the State and Federal Government funding for these vital 

projects; however, these programmes alone are not enough to 

protect the Kimberley.

These are some of the reasons why grassroots environmental 

organisations are so important and we thank you for your 

continued support to fight these battles on your behalf.

On 22 August 2015, the ACT Government made this 
announcement: “Canberra will be the first capital and the 
largest city in Australia to be powered by 100 per cent 
renewable energy by 2025.” (http://www.cmd.act.gov.au/open_
government/inform/act_government_media_releases/
barr/2015/canberra-to-be-100-renewable-by-2025) Our 
Capital Territory has been investing in large-scale wind and 
solar projects for several years.

The ACT Government was clearly being insensitive to the 
feelings of two of Canberra’s temporary residents: 

In May this year, Mr Hockey attacked the wind farms supplying 
Canberra: “I must say I find those wind turbines around Lake 
George to be utterly offensive...I think they’re a blight on the 
landscape.” He went on to say that he could not stop them from 
operating: “We can’t knock those ones off because they’re into 
locked-in schemes and there is a certain contractual obligation, 
I’m told, associated with those things.” (Sydney Morning Herald, 
2 May 2015 http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-
news/joe-hockey-warns-clean-energy-and-utterly-offensive-
windfarms-are-in-his-budget-crosshairs-20140502-37msv.
html)

Asked if he’d ever seen a wind farm, Tony Abbott responded:

“Well, I was on Rottnest Island a few years ago and I cycled 
around the island most mornings and my path took me 
almost directly under the big wind turbine...Now, up close, 
they are ugly, they are noisy and they may have all sorts of 
other impacts which I will leave to the scientists to study...It’s 
right and proper that we are having an inquiry into the health 
impacts of these things and, frankly, it’s right and proper that 
we have reduced the renewable energy target because, as 
things stood, there was going to be an explosion of these things 
right around our country.”

The Rottnest Island wind turbine was a $4 million project 
jointly funded by the Howard and WA Governments, opened 
in 2004 to power the island’s desalination plant. A Rottnest 
Island Authority spokeswoman said the turbine produced about 
30% of the island’s power needs and had resulted in savings 
of around $350,000 each year. Asked how many people on the 
island had complained of health problems due to the turbine, 
the spokeswoman said: “None that we know of.” 

http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/
the-one-wind-turbine-tony-abbott-has-ever-seen-up-close-
was-funded-by-the-howard-government-20150612-ghmfno.
html#ixzz3k5CkdmZN

Our Treasurer and Prime Minister have a curious aesthetic 
sense, favouring open-cut coalmines over windmills and 
solar panels. They might comfort themselves that, while even 
the loveliest of coalmines destroy farmland and ruin natural 
landscapes forever, those ugly windmills and solar arrays can 
be removed or replaced as new technologies emerge. 

Of course, we all understand that the PM’s taste is more 
important than climate change.  Better to choke on carbon than 
to build more of ‘those things’ to reduce it. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT



The Mandela Factor  

I’m over demonstrations. The very act of marching or standing 
around with placards and yelling out slogans reeks of 
powerlessness. And if ‘they’ have made up their minds about 
something, there’s not a great deal a gang of loud but harmless 
demonstrators can do to change them.  I was one small unit in a 
100,000-strong demonstration in Sydney in 2003 against the war 
in Iraq — our protest was one of thousands worldwide, the biggest 
global protest ever staged, according to the Guinness Book of 
Records — and where did that get us?  Nowhere. Even though we 
were right, as History is still showing us in horrifying ways, ‘they’, 
led by George Bush, Tony Blair and John Howard, ignored the lot 
of us. 

In contrast to the powerlessness of the masses, one black man, 
Nelson Mandela, rose from being a despised, long-term prisoner in 
apartheid South Africa to presiding over his country. He achieved 
this legendary result very largely through love.  Mandela lived out 
the biblical exhortation and loved his enemies.  He was unfailingly 
respectful and considerate towards his white guards and even 
towards the undeserving power elite, gaining their deep admiration 
and even affection in return.  He won out, not by demonstrating 
and shouting, still less through sabotage and planting bombs, but 
through his unchallengeable moral superiority. 

I’ve often wondered if we in the environmental movement would 
do well to take a leaf out of Mandela’s book and, like him, love our 
opponents. Are we not more likely to win them over to our way of 
thinking by engaging with them sincerely, as fellow human beings, 
than by anger and opposition?  Who would you want to connect 
with, shouters or respectful disputants?

It is clear that not many politicians get out enough. The more pro-
development-at-all-costs they are, the less likely they are to read 
or hear about, still less witness, the sorts of things we read and 
hear about — the parlous state of our wildlife, for instance, and 
the cumulative harm being done to our wetlands and waterways; 
the retreat of glaciers and the death of bees.  Maybe a quiet 
conversation in the bush over a billy of tea would do more than any 
demo to help them understand that the public good resides not 
only in our hip pockets and handbags, but also, and especially, in 
the preservation of our natural world. 

Of course, the rhetorical question above raises the still more 
pertinent one of how?  Without  naming names, how could anyone 
love our present political leadership?  You have to admit — it’s 
not easy.  Furthermore, any dregs of affection we might be 
able to muster from our cynical little hearts is not going to be 
reciprocated.  The more I learn about the way the 
financial and corporate world operates, hand-in-
glove with our politicians, the more I despair of 
reaching any of them.

Maybe loving our enemies is a little too ambitious 
just now.  But we can at least maintain our integrity, 
treat opponents with respect and continue to 
occupy the moral high ground. 

R U M I N A T I N G 
WITH

MAD  
COW
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The Ultimate Journey 
to the Stars

Astronomy experiences for 
anyone who has ever looked up 

in the sky and wondered.

Astro Tours uses resources that will
be around for a very, very long time.

Stars are the ultimate recyclers.

www.astrotours.net  
• Phone: 08 9193 5362  
• Mobile: 0417 949 958
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MARKET STALL

Can you spare two-and-a-half hours a month for a 
good cause? We need volunteers to run EK’s stall 
at the Broome Courthouse Markets, or drive the 
market trailer.  

Volunteering for a couple of hours a month on EK’s 
stall is a great way to get to know what’s happening 
in our region and help us inform the community. 
It’s a social activity and lots of fun. Anyone is 
welcome and training is provided.  

Volunteers work in pairs on the stall — newcomers 
work with experienced hands — you won’t be left 
on your own.

Volunteer drivers bring the trailer to the 
market and help set up, then pick up the trailer 
afterwards. It’s not a huge job, but hugely 
important to us.

The stall runs from Easter to December each year, 
and then there’s a holiday! 

Please let Tess know at EK if you can help out.

Martin

Tess is available on (08) 9192 1922  
or admin@environskimberley.org.au 

STOP PRESS:  Since these articles were written 
we’ve had a change of Prime Minister. We look 
forward to revising our opinion of the country’s 
leadership in future newsletters.

EK NEEDS HELP — 
on our market stall. 
We need a hand to protect the Kimberley.
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In the last couple of months I have been lucky enough to spend many happy 

hours sitting on dune/cliff tops far from the tourist hordes, binoculars 

at the ready to watch the sights – whale calves learning to tail slap and 

breach, ospreys plucking fish from the water etc. etc.  Here are some of the 

sightings that confirm for me how special the Kimberley coast is.

Beach Stone-curlews are those large brown birds, usually seen in pairs, 

with huge bills (think twice a Kookaburra’s), black-and-white-striped 

heads and wings, and yellow legs.  For a good picture of these crab eaters 

see https://www.australianwildlife.org/wildlife/beach-stone-curlew.aspx. 

They are usually seen skulking on beaches in pairs and make a surprisingly 

small whistle when disturbed (more appropriate for a Willie Wagtail).  

Generally they only fly a short distance before landing and turning to check 

you out.  They are listed as critically endangered in NSW and vulnerable in 

Qld – loss of habitat being the main threat.   If you’ve never seen one, think 

of the remotest beach you can access and walk there quietly early in the 

morning.  You might get lucky. 

A pair of White-bellied Sea Eagles doing aerial acrobatics along the clifftops 

at James Price Point is a glorious sight. Less beautiful is the curious 

honking sound these birds make.  Heard in the mangroves, the correct 

species ID does not instantly spring to mind.   Young birds can be confusing 

too – they resemble Wedgies in that they are dark brown rather than 

grey and white like their parents, though the pale/white head of an older 

juvenile gives a clue.   

Brown Boobies are perennial favourites of mine.  I love they way they 

glide effortlessly along the wave crests and then suddenly drop into the 

sea in pursuit of a catch. Many are born on the Lacepede Islands, a WA 

Nature Reserve off the coast from Beagle Bay.  I hear boat numbers there 

are increasing, and hope that people don’t land or leave fish waste that 

encourages Silver Gulls to gather. Boobies are shy. They will lift off their 

nest when disturbed, giving gulls a chance to fly in and snatch their young.

Last but not least, Pied Oystercatchers deserve a mention.  Their black and 

white plumage and red bill and eye-ring look so splendid against the blue 

sea or white sand.  Their breeding season is approaching, so when groups 

gather there is a lot of calling, chasing and poking as males defend their 

females from potential suitors.

And some final snippets from the bird world:  by the time you read this, 

most shorebirds will have returned, Brolgas will be gathering on salt 

marshes and floodplains in flocks of hundreds to dance, and your bird 

baths should be full of Brown Honeyeaters. 

Jan Lewis

Views from 
the dunes 
and cliffs
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If you would like to become a member email skipas@environskimberley.org.au or phone Environs Kimberley.

SKIPA receives funding through Community Environment 

Grant (Federal Government), a DPaW Community Grant and 

is supported by Environs Kimberley through Kimberley Nature 

Project, which is funded by Rangelands NRM and Targeted Area 

Grant (Federal Government)

For information about local plants 

and weeds, and landscaping your 

garden, go to our website: skipas.

wordpress.com or contact:  

skipas@environskimberley.org.au 

to find out about our upcoming 

activities. 

SKIPA is an enthusiastic group 

of Broome-based naturalists who 

meet weekly to undertake a variety 

of activities such as nursery work, 

cultivating Kimberley plant species 

and landcare (working on the 

invasive species at Minyirr Park), as 

well as regular field trips. 

Everyone is welcome to join. 

SKIPA Port bushland excursion Sunday 19th July 
A small group of SKIPA enthusiasts met down near the Port on a Sunday morning ready 

for some birding and botanising. We wandered along a sandy track and enjoyed the fact 

that it was still quite cool, though sunny.  

The pindan woodland in the area is host to Broome Bloodwood Corymbia zygophylla and 

Cable Beach Ghost Gum Corymbia paractia, Ironwood Erythrophleum chlorostachys 

is fairly common, and we encountered six species of wattle, including Soap Wattle 

Acacia colei, Scratchy Wattle Acacia monticola, and Pindan Wattle Acacia eriopoda.  

The low shrub Acacia adoxa with its ball flowers and phyllodes (a flattened leafstalk 

functioning as a leaf, attached to the stem in whorls) fitted the description in ‘Broome 

and Beyond’ (Keneally et al., 1996). Some of the wattles had been heavily infested with a 

mistletoe, Lysiana spathulata, and we had several sightings of Mistletoebird Dicaeum 

hirundinaceum, active in the area. 

We managed to see three kinds of birds of prey (BOPs): Black Kite Milvus migrans and 

Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus are common species, but the Square-tailed Kite 

Lophoictinia isura is not that common, so it was nice to see it floating by over the dunes. 

We also observed a small group of Red-tailed Black Cockatoos Calyptorhynchus banksii, 

several Peaceful Doves Geopelia striata with a single Diamond Dove Geopelia cuneata, 

and Black-faced Woodswallows Artamus cinereus in an open area. A highlight was a 

group of seven or eight Grey-crowned Babblers Pomatostomus temporalis making its 

way through the bush, foraging along the way. 

Toward the end of the walk we visited a small patch of Monsoon Vine Thicket, supporting 

Mangarr (Bardi language) or Minyjuru (Yawuru language) Sersalisia sericea, Supplejack 

or Medicine Bark Ventilago viminalis, and the vines Oystercatcher Bill Tylophora 

cinerascens and Snake Vine Tinospora smilacina, the latter also occurring in the pindan 

more generally.  Someone spotted the green fruit of Magabala or Bush Banana Marsdenia 

viridiflora in the canopy of a Helicopter Tree Gyrocarpus americanus.  

A final point of interest was what appeared to be a hybrid of two of the wattles. This small 

tree had fine but not very long phyllodes and Minniritchie bark (like wood shavings), and 

seems to be a cross between Pindan Wattle and Scratchy Wattle. ‘Broome and Beyond’ 

states that this hybrid has not been observed to set fruit, but the tree we saw had quite 

a few pods on it. The next question would be whether or not the seeds will germinate to 

produce fertile plants.

Join us today. Email skipas@environskimberley.org.au for weekly 
updates on our activities. 

Birding and botanising in the bush 

mailto:skipas@environskimberley.org.au
mailto:skipas@environskimberley.org.au
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IT’S A SIGN, IT’S A SIGN!  
SKIPA members recently celebrated the 
installation of six interpretive habitat 
signs within the Broome Botanic Park 
at Waranyari Estate (Broome North).  
We worked with local artist Robyn 
Wells to develop the signs, showing 
representative plants and animals for 
each ecosystem. Go along and have a 
look, enjoy a meandering walk through 
the park (at the end of Magabala 
Drive) and learn about the different 
Kimberley habitats. A big thank-you 
goes to all involved: project partners 
Jeremy Macmath (from UDLA) for his 
support and understanding of the 
artistic process, and Simon Proud 
(Landcorp) for sponsoring our work; key 
SKIPA members for their knowledge; 
our vigilant editor Pat Lowe, and Robyn 
Wells for her evocative landscape 
drawings. 

Kylie Weatherall

Art Auction News
This year’s 12th annual Environs Kimberley Art Auction was, once again, a great 
success. 

The event showcased some fantastic Kimberley art with over 100 beautiful pieces 
on display, 77 of which went under the hammer of the audacious auctioneer Chris 
Maher. 

There was some fierce bidding on the night, especially for a matching set of pieces 
by local artist Jacky Cheng, and for a beautifully framed original print by the late 
Jimmy Pike.

This year’s event was attended by over 500 people from across Australia, many of 
whom have now gone home with a little piece of the Kimberley to call their own. 

The standard of art was exceptional and this was our most successful EK Art Auction 
to date, raising over $40,000 for EK!

The annual Art Auction is EK’s major fundraising event and all the money raised will 
go towards supporting EK’s work to ensure the environmental protection of our 
special region. 

EK would like to send a big thank you to all the artists, galleries, volunteers and local 
businesses who made this great event possible once more. Also, a big thank you to 
everyone who came on the night and supported us by buying a beautiful piece of 
Kimberley art, and to those of you who continue to support us from afar. 

Art buffs at the EK Art Auction 2015
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Of weeds and wrens

JOONJOO  
BOTANICAL TRAIL  

With  support  from;;       

Derby  Landcare  Group 

Shire  of  Derby  West  
Kimberley   

Lotterywest   

Environs  Kimberley 

Nyikina  Mangala   

 

Derby Landcare Group long-term campaigner Peter Kneebone  will be leading the walk  

COMMUNITY LAUNCH    

CELEBRATING NEW TRAIL 
BOOKLET AND SIGNAGE  
Experience  Derby’s  Wilderness  Trail 
The Joonjoo Botanical Trail and Wanganut Reserve is a      
must-do walking trail for locals and visitors, located just 5-km 
from Derby. Derby  Landcare  Group  and  the  Shire  of  Derby  /
West  Kimberley  invites  the  community  to  join  a  special  trail  walk  led  
by  trail  veteran  and  advocate  Peter  Kneebone.  View  newly  installed  
trail  signage  and  learn  about  flora  and  wildlife  species  with  the  new  
Joonjoo  Botanical  Trail  booklet.   

Media  and  filming  welcome:   
For  more  information  contact  Chris  Kloss  (DLC)  on    0417  902  400  or                                         
Fay  Whittaker  (SDWK)  on  08  9191  0972   

  

Sunday 18th October, 2015  

Joonjoo Botanical Trail,    
Worsley Street (opposite Gibb 
River Road turnoff)  

Free community breakfast 

Meet at the Trail car park  
6am for trail walk  
7am for breakfast  

Seating available  

Wear closed-toe shoes or 
boots, bring water bottle  

Mosquito repellent, sun cream 
provided  

Dogs on leads please  

This is a story of weeds and wrens — it’s just the 
beginning, don’t know where it ends 

The creeks and the rivers in Bunuba Land are 
some of the wonders touched by cattle and man

They came to this country because it had what 
they need but they also brought with them all 
sorts of seed

The Kimberley creeks where the sweet water 
flows, where everything’s green and anything 
grows

There’s so many species, some names we don’t 
know 

Malurus coronatus coronatus is one that we do 
— the Purple- crowned Fairy-wren, if you ain’t 
got a clue

The creeks and the rivers are home for this bird 
— the only environment where it can be heard 

Pandanus and canegrass and freshwater flow is 
the only environment this little bird knows

But its future’s in danger, its life’s under threat 
— and that is not something that can be cured by 
a vet

Its home has been altered by cattle and man, 
who scattered their seed on this unspoilt land

The flora and fauna are drawn to the creeks — 
they’re beautiful places that everything seeks

Now what we have witnessed over years and 
years will tear at your heart, it’ll bring you to 
tears

The creeks are now home to obnoxious weeds — 
the long-term result of those little seeds

The cattle all use them to fill up their tanks over 
years and years while ruining the banks

Now we have been working with Bunuba mob to 
take on this problem, to tackle this job

We weeded at Pigeon where Bellyache rules — 
it’s all on the banks around the nice pools

At Old Leopold we did much the same and at 
Yirramalay we did it again

We also did Parky and Neems as we went and 
with just a few people we made quite a dent

Well, that’s a beginning, I don’t know when it 
ends, but I know we’ll be out there to do it again.        

Neil Hamaguchi
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This year the Ranger Forum was in the splendid setting of 
Purnululu (Bungle Bungle) National Park in the East Kimberley. 
It was a bit of a drive from Broome, but Kylie Weatherall and 
Steve Reynolds went along as representatives of Environs 
Kimberley and the Kimberley Nature Project. This is part of our 
environmental work, partnering with different Ranger groups. We 
are sponsored by Caring for Country and Rangelands NRM.  

After the winding, corrugated track to the Park (testing out the 
new EK vehicle tentatively named ‘Eric’ — thank you Lotteries 
West), it was a relief to finally arrive and see the masses of tents 
at the Ranger camp, with smoke rising from numerous cooking 
fires. All manner of groups were there, from the Kija of Warmun, 
who were hosting the event, to the Karajarri, who had driven 
13 hours from Bidyadanga. There were Rangers from DPaW, 
Djelk from Arnhemland, visitors from AWC (Mornington), NERP 
researchers from Darwin and various KLC staff. All this in an 
amazing setting, surrounded by the ranges of Purnululu.      

The Rangers had been at the Forum for several days, 
participating in workshops and acquiring skills in trailer repairs, 
butchering, knot tying, making videos and CyberTracker. We 
timed our arrival well, on the evening of the hotly contested 
camp cook-off. We were shown the short videos the Rangers 
had prepared, and there was a bit of impromptu music before 
we headed to our swags for a well-earned rest.      

The next day was the Ranger Expo, each group displaying 
information about its work on country, whether it be dealing 
with fire and weeds, carrying out biodiversity surveys, fencing 
to protect sites from cattle, recording biocultural matters or 
catching crocodiles. We had discussions with the Gooniyandi 
Rangers about potential work controlling the advancing toads, 
and Wunggurr Rangers were interested in the environmental 
education puppet project. There was also discussion about 
biodiversity surveys.     

In the afternoon we visited parts of the Park, and were 
impressed by the array of Bloodwoods (Corymbia spp.), as well 
as the mass flowering of Grevillea miniata. To top off the day the 
Kija people treated us to traditional dancing.     

Up early the next morning, we packed up our tents, made our 
last cup of tea and said our farewells. On the way back we 
noted potential dry-season refuge sites for toads, which are on 
their way west. We are planning a project to control toads at 
local wetlands, in the hope that this will impede the progress 
of the toad front (watch this space). Lastly, we searched part 
of the Fitzroy River for the elusive (and rare) Purple-crowned 
Fairy-wren. We recorded over 30 bird species including several 
raptors and waterbirds, Black-chinned (Golden-backed) 
Honeyeaters, and Red-backed and Variegated Fairy-wrens, 
but sad to say none of the wrens had a purple crown. It was 
disheartening to see the array of weeds along the riverbanks 
and levees, including Rubber Bush (Calotropis), Noogoora Burr, 
Neem, Passiflora, Parkinsonia and Thornapple (Datura).       

The 2015 Kimberley Ranger Forum was a great experience: 
meeting new people, catching up with our project partners and 
talking about project ideas. Many thanks to the organisers (KLC 
Rangers and staff) and to all who participated in this impressive 
showcase of talent and work of Indigenous Ranger groups of the 
North. 

Steve Reynolds

Kimberley Ranger Forum 2015  
Every year the various 
Kimberley Ranger groups get 
together to learn new skills 
and exchange ideas about their 
work on country. 

Karajarri Rangers at Cathedral Gorge. Photo by Grey Mackay
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Seagrass and a new fish survey
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The Broome Community Seagrass Monitoring 
Project is co-managed by Environs Kimberley and 
the Department of Parks and Wildlife; funded by 
Coastwest and the Kimberley Ports Authority; and 
supported by Seagrass Watch.

Seagrass monitoring can really give you that great sense of satisfaction, knowing that our efforts in Roebuck Bay are making an 
important contribution to science. The data collected are lodged with the global assessment and monitoring body Seagrass-Watch, 
which has programs running at over 260 sites across the world. Seagrass-Watch monitoring efforts provide vital data for tracking 
global patterns in seagrass health and assessing the various human activities that destroy or degrade these coastal ecosystems.

Since 2006 the Broome Community Seagrass Monitoring Project has followed the Seagrass-Watch methodology, including 
a Quality Assurance Control protocol to ensure that the program is producing data of high quality. Data interpretation and 
processing is undertaken by Seagrass-Watch to ensure the data set is consistent, unbiased and of scientific merit.

A heartfelt thank-you goes to our seagrass volunteers who joined the August monitoring events. Good volunteer numbers made for 
a great session. A special thank-you to the crew from the Broome Bird Observatory, who gave a great talk about the Bay’s birds. If 
you’ve not been out to the observatory, you should make it a priority. In September, ornithologists from the Global Flyway Network 
will be cannon-netting for shorebird banding purposes and as a volunteer you would have a great opportunity to be part of field 
work in action. For more details contact BBO directly on 9193 5600 or visit their website.

Seagrass is a critical habitat for many culturally, ecologically and commercially 
important fish species. To better understand which species of fish use the Roebuck Bay 
seagrass beds, and therefore better understand these beds’ ecological importance, we 
conducted a further fish survey. This followed on from pilot fish surveys we undertook 
last year. Armed with a permit from the Department of Fisheries, a clipboard, data sheet 
and a big dragnet, we waded out to our Town Beach site and carefully dragged the net 
across the seagrass. This fish project is starting to investigate which species depend on 
Roebuck Bay’s seagrass habitat and how their numbers vary with the seasons, seagrass 
cover, Lyngbya presence etc. Other information we included in our observations were 
the tide conditions, direction of currents, water visibility and water quality. In future, 
we hope these fish surveys will become a regular feature of our research, with the help 
of volunteers.

We’ve been busy applying for grants to ensure the Broome Community Seagrass 
Monitoring Program can continue its important work in 2016. For this year we received 
funding from Coastwest (State Government) and the Kimberley Port Authority. 

Julia Rau

”Undertaking the fish surveys is an 
amazing process. The fish we are 
catching are very small (eg. 12 mm) 
larvae, juveniles or adults and good 
at hiding amongst the seagrass, so 
you never know what will turn up. 
It’s like fossicking for gems. And as 
most people only get to examine the 
seagrass beds at low tide, it’s a whole 
other side of this important habitat that 
they wouldn’t see.”

Dr. Malcolm Lindsay  
(Kimberley Nature Project Coordinator)

Mal and Tim pulling in the net after a 40m drag across the seagrass bed. Adele and her parents, visiting from Germany, 
joined the monitoring.
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Appreciating Nature: Invasives and Natives
Invasive species are a major environmental threat 
worldwide — think goats, cats and camels roaming 
the inland, various garden escapees, travellers (like 
Caltrop and Gallon’s Curse), and pasture weeds from all 
corners of the globe. Eucalypt plantations are growing 
in China and in Brazil, where they are called the ‘floresta 
silenciosa’ or silent forest, much like pine plantations 
in Australia. Meanwhile, flocks of budgies fly through 
paperbark (Melaleuca) and Casuarina forests in Florida, 
where they don’t belong. Humans have moved plants 
and animals hither and thither: in Australia, starting with 
the acclimatisation societies, and continuing to this day 
despite intense ‘biosecurity’ measures.     
Everywhere you look, there are weeds. It takes a while 
to get your eye in when visiting a new area, but they 
are there. In northern NSW Lantana is the scourge, 
whereas around Darwin Gamba Grass (from Africa) is 
contributing to the incineration of the savannas. The 
‘entrance statement’ to Broome along the highway looks 
green and lush, but most of it is a mix of Coffee Bush and 
Neem, clothed in Merremia and Passiflora. I wonder if 
tourists notice? 
One tree of concern around Broome and near 
Kununurra is Neem (Azadirachta indica), brought in 
as a shade tree and for its insecticidal and medicinal 
properties. It is spreading through suburban areas and 
invading the bush in places like Minyirr Park. The seeds 
are dispersed by birds (yes, native birds) and large 
trees can produce thousands of seeds. Neem is difficult 

to control; hand-pulling is possible with seedlings but 
bigger specimens require poisoning. And they grow 
fast, rapidly taking over native bush. This is an invasive 
species: it can survive, reproduce and spread. 
The native White Cedar (Melia azedarach) grows in 
the north Kimberley. (It is naturalised in Perth, where 
it’s known also as Cape Lilac). It occurs in sheltered 
locations like gorges and valleys, and produces green 
berries that often result in little clumps of seedlings. Its 
leaves and berries are remarkably similar to those of 
Neem — it’s in the same plant family, Meliaceae. 
We have two plant species, both from a pantropical 
family, poorly represented in Australia. These were 
introduced from South-east Asia, one by ‘natural’ means 
(birds, possibly), and one by people. White Cedar is 
expanding its distribution southward in the Kimberley, 
and doesn’t look as if it belongs among the eucalypts 
and other natives. A range of rainforest plants in higher 
rainfall regions of northern Australia originated in Asia 
and made the journey across the Wallace Line. With the 
exception of plants like mangroves that can disperse by 
water, how they got here is anyone’s guess.      
Neem and White Cedar spread widely. Many plant and 
animal species of north Queensland have crossed Torres 
Strait and are shared with New Guinea. The White (or 
Sacred) Ibis turned up in Australia after settlement, and 
Silvereyes travelled across the Tasman to New Zealand. 
There are many similar examples. Some plants and 
animals are more mobile than others. 
We have something of a dilemma deciding what is an 
invader. How long does a species have to be in Australia 
to be considered native? Dingos may have been here 
for only 5000 years. Native rodents arrived a couple 
of million years ago (and then speciated), but feral 
rats were brought in by the first settlers. Cats might 
have been here before Europeans, arriving with the 
Macassans. Prickly Acacia (Acacia farnesiana) also 
arrived before Europeans, but how did it get here? 
A number of coastal species have global distributions; for 
example, it is hard to tell the natural distribution of the 
Coconut (Coco nucifera).    
Lots of money is poured into weed and feral animal 
control in this country, but we need to prioritise the ones 
we attack. We also need to think about how the weeds 
arrived, and when.      
Steve Reynolds

Not a Neem but a Native — White Cedar.
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You can provide a monthly donation through our website.  
Please ring Christine if you have any queries on (08) 9192 1922.

More members and friends are choosing to give an 
automatic monthly donation to EK. This means you don’t 

have to think about it and we have the security of knowing 
how much you want to give us through the year.

SUPPORTING US HAS  
NEVER BEEN EASIER
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