May 6, 2019

To: Honorable Members of the House Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and
Civil Liberties

Re: H.J.Res.38 - Removing the deadline for the ratification of the equal rights amendment.

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony to the House of Representatives Judiciary
Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties. My name is Kate Kelly; I am a
Human Rights Attorney at Equality Now. Equality Now is an international human rights organization
established in 1992 that works to promote and protect the rights of all women and girls around the world,
including legal equality and access to justice, and ending harmful practices, sex trafficking and sexual
violence. Equality Now is a lead organization of the ERA Coalition and has worked with local
organizations for equality in other constitutions around the world, including Afghanistan, Egypt and
Kenya. I have personally worked on ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) since 2012 at
both the local level, in several different states, and the federal level.
Almost every other country in the world has a gender equality provision in their
constitution.1 This includes all industrialized nations, and many emerging democracies like Afghanistan
where the United States has played a major role in shaping the constitution. Article 22 of the Afghan
Constitution states, in part: “The citizens of Afghanistan, man and woman, have equal rights and duties
before the law.”2 The lack of a gender provision in the U.S. Constitution makes us an outlier among
nations, and it is time to remedy this. Adding the ERA to the Constitution would also bring the United
States into compliance with its obligations under international law, including the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights,3 and its commitments under Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development4,
making the United States more credible on the international stage.
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Gender equality is an American value, not a partisan issue. The original ERA was long supported
by members of all political parties, and that support continues in the modern-day ratification effort. One
of the lead sponsors of the successful ERA ratification in Illinois in 2018 was Steve Andersson, a
Republican member of the Illinois House of Representatives. The lead patron of the ERA ratification
resolution in the Virginia Senate in 2019 is also from the GOP, Senator Glen Sturtevant of Richmond.
The deadline elimination bills in both the House and Senate enjoy bipartisan support.5 The ERA is
straightforward and is supported by common-sense politicians on both sides of the aisle.
The primary procedural hurdle for ratification of the ERA remains the expiration of the 1982
extended deadline. Given that Article V is silent on the issue of deadlines and left the governance of the
ratification process up to Congress, it is clear that Congress has the power to remove the original
deadline it put in place in the preamble. Equality Now urges you to favorably pass Representative
Speier’s H.J.Res.38 out of this committee and send it to the full House floor for a vote to remove the
deadline, allow for additional states to ratify, and for the amendment to be fully incorporated into the U.S.
Constitution when it meets the 3/4ths state ratification requirement contained in Article V.
The ERA would provide permanent protection for all women and all marginalized genders from
sex based discrimination directly in our Constitution, and is desperately needed. American women
should not be some of the least protected under law in all the world. Thank you for your service and
your continued work to protect our basic human rights. We applaud you for being part of this historic, and
long-overdue change to our founding document.
Sincerely,

Kate Kelly
Human Rights Attorney, Equality Now
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