
 

Call for Abstracts/Papers 

Introduction (About the Call for Abstracts/Papers) 

Equality Now is an international human rights organization working towards creating a society that is 
equal and just for women and girls all around the world. Through research, advocacy and campaigning, 
Equality Now’s work focuses on addressing systemic, multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination 
and inequalities that continue to plague women and girls, especially those from vulnerable and 
marginalized backgrounds. Equality Now strives to hold governments responsible for ending legal 
inequality, sex trafficking, sexual violence and harmful practices, such as female genital mutilation 
(FGM) and "child marriage". 

Equality Now will host a Lawyers’ Colloquium in Nairobi, Kenya from 29-30 June 2020. The Colloquium 
will be convened in the context of implementation of the Protocol to the African Charter on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa, popularly known as the Maputo Protocol. It 
seeks to interrogate the effectiveness of the use of litigation as a strategy to ensure that the rights 
enshrined in the Protocol translate to actual benefit for women and girls in Africa. The Colloquium will 
be part of a larger process of assessment of the trainings that Equality Now has undertaken over the 
past eleven years. 

The Colloquium will cover the following themes: 

a) Strategic Litigation: A tool for Promoting and Protecting the Rights of Women and Girls;   
a. Role of Women in Leadership and Decision Making;  
b. Sexual and Gender Based Violence against Women and Girls;   
c. Discrimination against Women and Girls;  
d. Inheritance and Property Rights of Women;   
e. Harmful Traditional Practices;  
f. Reproductive Rights of Women and Girls;  

b) Accountability for Women and Girls’ Rights through the Implementation of Decisions issuing 
from  Municipal Courts, Regional Courts (e.g. the ECOWAS Court and the East African Court 
of Justice) and continental judicial and quasi-judicial bodies (such as the African Court on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights  , African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights the African 
Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child); 

c) Sustaining the process of litigating the rights of women and girls in Africa; 
d) The Role of National Judiciaries in Advancing the Rights of Women and Girls Enshrined in the 

Protocol; 
e) Strategic Litigation and Advocacy for Women and Girls’ Rights. 

The Colloquium will see the participation of 30 legal practitioners from across Africa from the 
following 26 countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Eswatini, Ethiopia, the Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Mauritania, Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. 

Equality Now therefore invites interested legal practitioners who meet the criteria below to send 
their abstracts for papers and subsequent participation at the Lawyers’ Colloquium to Kennedy 



Kanyali (kkanyali@equalitynow.org) and copy to Esther Waweru (ewaweru@equalitynow.org) by 
30th January 2020. 

Participation Eligibility 
The Call for Abstracts is open to all lawyers, from the above-mentioned countries, who have 
participated in the lawyers’ trainings organized by Equality Now between 2007 and 2018.  

Abstract Structure 

i. The word range for the abstract is 250 to 500 words  

ii. The abstract should: - 

a. be submitted in English or French; 
b. be concise, informative and complete;  
c. include a summary of the substance of the paper in the introduction; 

purpose, issue related to the colloquium theme, proposals and methodology 
for addressing it, expected results and conclusion. 

Deadline for Submission of Abstracts  

Abstracts must be submitted via e-mail (Word format) to Kennedy Kanyali. Please submit abstracts 
by 30th day of January 2020 to  kkanyali@equalitynow.org 

Abstract Assessment Panel 
The Abstract Assessment Panel shall be composed of distinguished practitioners, knowledgeable in 
the field of human rights in general, and women and girls’ rights in particular. 

Abstract acceptance  
Abstract acceptance for development of full papers and presentation at the Colloquium will be 
communicated via email to the successful individuals by the 15th day of February 2020. 

Full paper submission 

The full papers from the abstracts selected should be submitted by the 30th of March 2020. 

The full papers should be between 2500 and 3000 words, written in English or French, and 
submitted in Word format. They should be fully referenced using documentary note style1 and be in 
the following format: 

i. Cover Page 
ii. Table of Contents  
iii. Executive Summary 
iv. Introduction 
v. Issue of discussion (as per the five Colloquium themes interfacing with the Protocol) 

vi. Proposals and methodology for addressing the issue  
vii. Expected results  

viii. Conclusion 
ix. Bibliography  

The papers should speak about a real case that the author has worked on following the training on 
the Maputo Protocol application that she/he benefited from. 

 
1 Documentary-note styles put the author's name in a footnote at the bottom of each page, or in an endnote at 

the end of the assignment 
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Assessment Criteria of the Full Papers  

The papers submitted will undergo a peer-review process. The criteria for assessment are: 

i. Case context and relevance to colloquium themes; 
ii. A logical presentation of issues;  

iii. Innovativeness and originality of arguments and level of involvement in the cases 
presented;  

iv. Clarity of proposal to address the issues raised. 
v. Methodological appropriateness; 
vi. Litigation outcomes and significance for policy and advocacy  interventions proposed; 

The papers must be between 2500 and 3000 words  written in English or French, and submitted by 
email in Word format to ewaweru@equalitynow.org .  

Further Terms and Conditions of Participation 

i. Equality Now will meet the full cost of participation of each participant whose abstract is 
accepted at the Lawyers Colloquium to be held in Nairobi from June 29-30, 2020 
PROVIDED THAT each paper from the accepted abstracts  will have been submitted to 
Equality Now by the 30th day of March 2020 

ii. All papers will be included in a Compendium to be published in late 2020. 

iii. When you send your paper, please also send your biography (as you would wish to have 
it included in the Colloquium material and the Compendium) using the following format: 

a. Full name; 
b. Position /department/organization/law firm/country; 
c. Biography (word count should not exceed 50 words); 
d. Contact information (Address, contact/mobile number, email address, Twitter 

account LinkedIn account). 
Enquiries 

For further information, please contact Kennedy Kanyali at kkanyali@equalitynow.org and copy to 
Esther Waweru at ewaweru@equalitynow.org  
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