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As I reflect on the past year, I am amazed by how quickly things change. 
When Equality Now first opened its doors 25 years ago, the world was a different 
place. A quarter century ago nations of the world were still three years away from 
signing the Beijing Platform for Action, finally declaring that women’s rights were 
human rights. In 1992, domestic violence was a part of life and the media was not 
likely to cover issues of violence against women. 

This fledgling organization set out to ignite a global movement to use the law 
to put an end to gender-based violence and discrimination. In the last 25 years, 
in partnership with activists around the globe, we have contributed towards the 
change of over 50 sex discriminatory laws – such as those prohibiting women 
from owning property, working, inheriting, travelling, passing their nationality or 
their name; those requiring wife obedience; and those allowing rape and so-called 
“honor” killings. Just this summer, in Jordan, Lebanon and Tunisia, we contributed 
to the movement calling for the repeal of laws that allow rapists to go free if they 
married their victims.

Today, female genital mutilation (FGM) is considered a human rights violation 
and extreme form of violence against women, instead of just another ‘cultural rite 
of passage’. And there is now an inextricable link between trafficking in persons 
and the commercial sexual exploitation of women and girls.

2017 has been another watershed year in  the women’s rights movement. 
Women, in large numbers, are voicing their stories of what they have endured 
in the workplace, on public transport, in legislatures and in sports. Their power 
and courage is changing perceptions, policies and culture. 

It is our duty to build on this powerful momentum to deliver generational change 
in the law. Part of marking our 25th anniversary in 2017 was re-dedicating to the 
changes that still need to be made.  Change won’t be possible without the trust 
and support of our partners, donors and the strength of the survivors we work 
with. The global women’s rights movement is a force to be reckoned with and we 
are proud to be a part of the monumental fight toward women’s equality.

With deepest gratitude,

Yasmeen Hassan

Despite global, national, regional and community efforts 
to improve the lives of women and  girls, many remain 
subject to unjust laws. This unbearable situation defines our 
program areas of Legal Equality; Ending Sexual Violence; 
Ending Sex Trafficking and Ending Harmful Practices.

JUST SOME OF THE FACTS:
 
g   Around the world, sex trafficking increased by 35% last 

year and the average age of victims is 15.

g   513,000 women and girls across the US are at risk of 
undergoing FGM.

g   Approximately one in four girls in Kenya is married by the 
time she turns 18. 

g   Over 20% of respondents to Equality Now’s Sierra Leone 
baseline study said they are survivors of sexual violence. 
This mirrors the global average.

g   Bolivia has one of the highest rates of sexual violence 
against women and children in South America. 94% of 
reported cases of sexual violence were against young or 
adolescent girls. 

g   In Russia, if a perpetrator has reached 18 years of age and 
has committed statutory rape with a minor below 16, 
he is exempt from punishment under law if he marries 
the victim.

Dear Friends, The reality of 
life for women 
and girls

ORGANIZING FOR MEANINGFUL CHANGE
The repeal, change, enactment and implementation of law is one of the most powerful routes to achieving gender 
equality. Equality Now believes that communities are more peaceful and prosperous when women are equal to 
men. Change can take a long time but we commit to getting the job done, step by step, case by case.

Working with our partners, Equality Now organizes for change through;

Awareness raising, advocacy and amplifying the voices of girls.

Legal advocacy by using strategic litigation and international frameworks.

Collaboration with grassroots organizations.
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Key Achievements 
in 2017

HOW MANY COUNTRIES WE ARE WORKING IN:

LEGAL ADVOCACY

ADVOCACY AND CAMPAIGNING IN 2017

11 laws Equality Now 
highlighted were 
changed or strengthened

4.5bn

PARTNERSHIP AND COLLABORATION
g   We’ve focused on 3 new countries - 

Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Kenya - to 
explore a more holistic approach to 
legal change. Equality Now carried out 
baseline studies in all three countries 
interviewing 1,100 girls and over 150 
representatives of government, NGOs, 
community-based organizations, 
academic institutions and faith-based 
institutions.

g   Through training sessions, Equality 
Now enhanced the capacity and 
knowledge of 50 lawyers and 
judges on strategies to hold 
their governments accountable 
to national and international 
commitments and sensitised 19 
media professionals on how to take 
a girl-centered approach to their 
reporting.

g   Equality Now has worked with 
partners to educate 15,000+ 
community members, including girls, 
about sexual violence, the harmful 
effects of FGM, “child marriage” and 
sex trafficking.

1,100
Girls interviewed

19
Media 

professionals

50
Lawers 

& judges

15,000+
Community 

members 
educated

potential 
audience reach 
across social 
and media

new 
campaigns9

Together, our 
supporters sent

advocacy letters
21,300+ 

31
Countries
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The report garnered 160+ pieces of media coverage worldwide in its first few weeks and over 2,000 social media hits with 
advertising value of $3.4 million. Our petition letter for the report garnered over 11,000 signatures.

Achieving Legal Equality
Achieving legal equality helps us address all forms of injustice. Inequality in the law prevents girls from 
going to school, or women from owning property. It can also promote violence against them. Equality Now 
advocates for the repeal or amendment of sex discriminatory laws, and promotes the advancement of 
gender equality.

THE GLOBAL RAPE EPIDEMIC

Campaign Spotlight

Campaign Spotlight

Sexual violence is inflicted on women and girls across the 
world on a daily basis. In epidemic proportions. One in three 
women worldwide have experienced physical or sexual 
violence – often both.

Shining a spotlight on failing laws

In March 2017, Equality Now published The World’s Shame: 
The Global Rape Epidemic. The report surveyed 82 legal systems 
covering 73 UN member states. It identified serious failings 
in many laws meant to prevent sexual violence and provide 
survivors access to justice. The report was published with 
support from the International Bar Association, Ashurst law 
firm, Advocates for International Development and many 
others. 

The report builds on years of advocacy by women’s rights 
groups, civil society and policymakers. Following its release 
we’ve made huge progress: 

Organizations and government representatives from the 
Middle East and North Africa are working together to 
understand how to take action in their individual countries.

Laws that allow rapists to escape punishment by marrying 
their victims were repealed in three different countries - 
Tunisia, Jordan and Lebanon.

ENDING #UNSEXY LAWS
Sex discrimination in nationality laws serves no purpose 
except to stereotype and discriminate against women and to 
cause harm to their families, particularly daughters. Besides 
making women second class citizens and violating their 
human rights, it impacts on the entire family. It limits access 
to education, jobs, medical services and social benefits. 
Moreover sex discriminatory laws leave girls vulnerable 
to “child marriage” as well as its economic, social and 
psychological effects.

Calling for equal Nationality rights in MENA

To make progress in MENA, Equality Now participated in the 
first Arab Conference on Good Practices & Regional Opportunities 
to Strengthen Women’s Nationality Rights. Together with the 
League of Arab States, UN Women, UNHCR and the Global 
Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights (of which Equality 

CASE STUDY - AMAL’S STORY

Amal*, a 12-year-old girl was raped by a 24-year-old 
man. The Lebanese Council to Resist Violence against 
Woman pushed for Amal’s rapist to be arrested. The 
rapist’s family tried to persuade Amal’s family to accept 
marriage to him, including offers of money. This was 
to activate Article 522 of the Penal Code which would 
exempt their son from prosecution. Amal’s parents did 
not accept the rapist’s offer of marriage, but due to the 
stigma against survivors of rape, they also chose not to 
push for his prosecution.

*Name has been changed. 

160+
PIECES OF MEDIA 

COVERAGE

$3.4
MILLION

AD VALUE

2,000
SOCIAL MEDIA 

HITS

11,000
SIGNATURES

US SUPREME COURT
the Supreme Court ruled in 

Sessions v. Morales-Santana 
that going forward, unmarried 
American fathers and mothers 

will have the same residency 
requirements to pass on 

citizenship to their children 
born abroad.

LOOK TO THE FUTURE
g   Equality Now will intensify 

our nationality campaign The 
State We’re In across the world. 
Particularly in the Middle East and 
Africa. We will also extend The 
World’s Shame campaign into 
Eurasia.

g   Concentrated investigation into 
estupro laws will continue. Our 

aim is to repeal these laws which 
are being used by judges against 
adolescent girls of a certain age 
(deemed to be seductresses and 
thereby complicit in their own 
abuse) to reduce punishment for 
rape.

g   The upcoming Beijing +25 review will 
provide an opportunity to highlight 

laws which create an enabling 
environment for “child marriage”, 
FGM and sex trafficking.

g   In Africa we will continue to train 
lawyers and judges to use the 
Protocol to the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights on the 
Rights of Women in Africa (the 
Maputo Protocol).

Progress in other nationality laws includes:

SIERRA LEONE
reformed its law to allow 

women to transmit 
nationality to children on an 

equal basis with men.

MADAGASCAR
reformed its law to allow 

women to transmit 
nationality to children on an 

equal basis with men.

Now is a founding steering committee member) we met 
with government officials and civil society. The conference 
resulted in a strong declaration encouraging Arab States to 
undertake legal reforms so that women have the same rights 
to acquire, retain, change or transfer their nationality. This 
includes spouses as well as children, which is consistent with 
international law.

Strategic litigation for spousal citizenship

In February 2017 Equality Now, the Global Campaign for 
Equal Nationality Rights & Questions de Femmes, hosted an 
event in Togo to discuss and progress reforms to nationality 
law. 60 participants from civil society, government and 
media attended. Delegates explored strategic litigation for 
a Togolese woman who can’t give her spouse citizenship on 
the same basis as a Togolese man.
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Fostering collaboration in Africa

A main area of intervention in 2017 was supporting partners 
in South Africa in advocating for an Equality Model Law. 
We helped Members of Parliament understand the impact 
of prostitution on women and girls and explored how the 
Equality Model Law could work for the country.

Many MPs, including several men, told us that the event 
opened their eyes. They resolved to raise and discuss the 
issue with other men in legislative roles. 

We also held a West African convening in Accra, Ghana to 
discuss the causal elements and impact of sex trafficking. 
Representatives from nine West African countries attended 
as well as many local and international NGOs.

Progress on prosecuting buyers

On 14 February 2017, Ireland passed the Criminal Law 
(Sexual Offences) Bill 2017. Sex buyers will now be penalized 
while those who are bought for sex will no longer be treated 
as criminals. The legislation also strengthens laws to combat 
child pornography, sexual harassment and the prevention 
of sexual grooming of children. Equality Now’s contribution 
and support to partners in Ireland on this bill dates back to 
2014.

Stopping the sale of girls online 

Section 230 of the United States Communications Decency 
Act (CDA) was never intended to legally protect websites 
that facilitate sex trafficking. But it did. For years, internet 
companies such as Backpage.com have knowingly promoted 
and facilitated online sex trafficking, often of children. 

Despite several efforts to bring these internet companies 
to justice, Section 230 shielded the companies from 
criminal and civil liability. Equality Now is part of a coalition 
advocating for the the Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers Act 
(SESTA.) If passed the bill will close the loophole in the 
CDA and ensure companies like Backpage.com are held 
accountable. The coalition coordinated 66 cosponsors for the 
bill and are pushing for a vote in early 2018.

Ending Sex Trafficking
Trafficking of women and girls for sexual exploitation is one of the world’s fastest growing organized 
criminal enterprises. Failure to address this growing trend will leave millions of women and girls vulnerable 
to violence and abuse. Equality Now demands strong laws at all levels targeting both those who profit from 
the sex trade and those who are fueling it.

SHAPING THE GLOBAL NARRATIVE ON SEX TRAFFICKING

STRONG LEGAL FRAMEWORKS TO COMBAT SEX TRAFFICKING

In 2017, Equality Now and partners launched a campaign calling on the United 
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) to ensure sex trafficking was given equal 
attention by governments and UN agencies in the context of the review of the 
Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons (GPOA).

Establishing a route forward

Following the campaign, the UNGA officially agreed on a way forward to end 
human trafficking and restated the importance of a focus on sex trafficking. This is 
an important step towards shutting down the $99 billion sex trafficking industry.

Over the last year we have developed strategies and campaigns to leverage legal frameworks to combat sex trafficking 
in the United States, Europe and Africa. This included scoping and partnership building for better informed and stronger 
collaboration. 

g   In 2018, we will ramp up our campaign to Stop the Sale 
of Children/Girls Online to pass and implement SESTA.  
We are also advancing our campaign to End Sexual 
Exploitation of Women and Girls in Tourism, highlighting 
the need to reduce demand. 

g   In Kenya we continue to work with partners to strengthen 
and implement certain laws to reduce the sexual 
exploitation of women and girls and prosecute the 
exploiters. 

g   Our team is building a campaign to protect girls from sex 
trafficking and sexual exploitation in Liberia, Sierra Leone 
and Malawi. Through the GENEROSITY of GIRLS Fund we 
will support Trace Kenya and Life Bloom in Kenya, and will 
identify new partners in Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

g   We will redouble efforts to make sure sex trafficking is a 
priority for member states and UN agencies.  In particular 
we will focus on the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) as well as ensuring sex 
trafficking is not defined as forced labor.

Campaign Spotlight

Campaign Spotlight

LOOK TO THE FUTURE

38m
ESTIMATED
AUDIENCE 

REACH

55
MEDIA 

STORIES
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Ending Harmful Practices
Harmful practices stem from deeply rooted sex-based discriminatory attitudes and social norms. Equality 
Now works to ensure that laws and policies address harmful practices such as female genital mutilation 
(FGM) and “child marriage” as violations of women’s and girls’ human rights and freedoms.

ENDING FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION

Strategic Litigation in Burkina Faso

For the past two years we have been collaborating with ‘‘Voix 
de Femmes’. Our partnership has centered on legal advocacy 
and strategic litigation to ensure that laws are implemented 
and victims of violations can access justice. Together we 
identified the cases of 24 girls subjected to FGM to take to 
court. The trial was a success, with the cutter and parents of 
the children receiving varied sentences and fines for their 
role in the cutting of the girls.

The extensive media coverage of the case highlighted the 
consequences of contravening FGM laws which should help 
send a strong message that FGM must end. Equality Now 
has trained many journalists in the region on facts of FGM 
laws. 

Protecting FGM laws

In Kenya, the FGM law is under threat following a petition 
to the high court. The petition claims the Prohibition of 
FGM Act of 2011 violates a person’s right to cultural practice 
and infringes on the rights of women and is therefore 
unconstitutional. If successful, the petition could undo 
years of progress on FGM, potentially putting hundreds 
of thousands of women and girls at risk globally. Equality 
Now, working with Leteipan & Makau Advocates, is enjoined 
as an interested party on this case. We will be lending our 
expertise in the efforts to defeat this petition.

ENDING “CHILD MARRIAGE”

CASE STUDY - CAROLINE’S STORY

Caroline* was born on the border between Kenya and 
Tanzania. At the age of seven, she was woken up by her 
mother in the middle of the night. With her mother 
holding her down, another woman used a razor blade 
to cut her. Caroline bled so much that she fainted. She 
had not heard about FGM before she was cut and after it 
happened nobody spoke to her about why it was done to 
her. Little did she know that being cut would also mark the 
end of her schooling. 

It took two months for her to heal completely and by then 
her mother said it was time for Caroline to be married. 
Caroline realized that her mother had her cut in  
preparation for marriage to an older man. She knew  

she had to escape. Caroline took 500 shillings from her 
mother’s purse and fled the next morning at 5am. She told 
a bus driver to take her to Narok, Kenya because she had 
heard on the radio that there was a center there for girls 
escaping FGM. That rescue center was Tasaru Ntomonok 
Initiative (TNI), an Equality Now partner. Now back in 
school at TNI, Caroline says, “If I had not been able to come to 
TNI, I would have been in the village with that old man, with 
four kids and living in poverty...I felt very happy when I arrived 
at the school and they told me I was going to be able to stay. I 
was so excited, I regained the hope I had lost, and I saw light 
after all the darkness.”

*Name has been changed.

In 2017 we have focused on the proper implementation of laws which protect girls from FGM in Kenya and Burkina Faso with 
strategic work in Sierra Leone, Liberia and Benin.

Campaign Spotlight

Campaign Spotlight

Tanzania

In Tanzania, more than 37% of girls marry before 
15 years old. Equality Now brought Tanzanian civil 
society organizations together to promote raising 
the minimum age of marriage to 18 years. 

A constitutional petition appeal which allows the 
marriage of underage girls has led us to work with 
the Tanzania Ending Child Marriage Network to 
create a legal strategy to respond to the appeal.

700
MILLION 

ESTIMATED 
AUDIENCE 

REACH

534
MEDIA

STORIES

In 2017 we targeted several countries across Africa to speed up the end of “child marriage.” Equality Now promoted effective 
enforcement of laws and supported enactment of laws banning “child marriage”.

g   We continue to advocate and agitate 
for laws to ban FGM with partners 
in Sierra Leone, Liberia, Mali, Benin 
and Mauritania. At the same time we 
are advocating for countries to work 
across sectors, from health workers to 
law enforcement, to ensure anti-FGM 
laws are implemented. This includes 
the rolling out of a FGM Case Tracking 
Tool into new countries. 

g   Equality Now will foster greater 
collaboration within the End FGM 
campaign, especially in Africa. This is 
critical to ensuring that our regional 
advocacy work has a wider reach and 
impact on national efforts to end 
FGM. 

g   Our continued work in Tanzania, 
Kenya, Uganda and Benin will 

ensure the law is upheld and 
improve marriage related laws 
that discriminate on the issue of 
inheritance and property. 

g   In the United States, we are 
continuing to provide support on 
cases of FGM to evidence how, in a 
globalized world, FGM is an issue 
everywhere.

LOOK TO THE FUTURE

Benin

Benin has a law against “child marriage” but 32% of girls are still 
married before the age of 18. Our partner in Benin, Women In Law & 
Development In Africa, is leading successful advocacy work at the local 
level, including persuading religious leaders that “child marriage” is not 
a religious requirement. Together, we are backing this up with a legal 
strategy to hold perpetrators to account. Our joint advocacy to the UN’s 
Human Rights Council led to recommendations from peer countries 
to Benin to strengthen the protection mechanisms on “child marriage.” 
Further in-country legal advocacy activities are underway, aimed at 
ensuring the government implements the recommendations.
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Ending Sexual Violence
Sexual violence is a human rights abuse that predominantly affects women and girls and is a cause and 
consequence of systemic sexism. It is a worldwide epidemic, with adolescent girls particularly vulnerable. 
Equality Now pushes for laws that protect women from violence and for justice systems that work for 
survivors.

ENDING SEXUAL VIOLENCE 
IN THE AMERICAS
Equality Now and partners, including Brisa de Angulo - a 
survivor of sexual abuse and founder of A Breeze of Hope 
- have been lobbying the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights (IACHR) about the rampant level of child rape 
in Bolivia. 

As a direct result of our work and the publicity surrounding 
it, Brisa’s case against the Bolivian Government was found to 
be admissible to the IACHR and is currently pending before 
the Commission. 

In Paraguay we continued our efforts to advocate for 
“Mainumby”. Mainumby is a Paraguayan girl who became 
pregnant at 10-years-old after repeated sexual abuse, 
allegedly by her stepfather. She was expected to give birth, 
despite being so young.  We have facilitated in depth 
negotiations on the case with IACHR and the Government of 
Paraguay to deliver justice for Mainumby.

CHALLENGING THE BAN ON PREGNANT GIRLS ATTENDING SCHOOL
Tanzania

In Tanzania, 17% of women aged 15-49 years have 
experienced sexual violence in their lifetime. This terrible 
situation is compounded by President Magufuli banning 
pregnant girls and teen mothers from attending school. The 
Government’s policy fails to either provide real solutions 
against sexual violence or address the underlying issue of 
teenage pregnancy.

In response, Equality Now completed a scoping mission 
to better understand what action can be taken. We have 
engaged with the African Committee of Experts on the 
Rights and Welfare of the Child, community partners and 
the media to urge the government to lift the ban. The law 
should focus on supporting the victims of sexual violence 
rather than punishing them.

Sierra Leone

The Ebola epidemic focused international attention on the 
widespread sexual violence and exploitation of girls in Sierra 
Leone. Thousands of adolescent girls who became pregnant - 

g   In 2018, our End Sexual Violence 
team will continue  to promote 
Justice for Girls. In Africa we will 
focus on sexual predation, early 
pregnancy and the denial of 
education in Sierra Leone, Liberia, 
Kenya, Tanzania and Zambia. 

g   In the Americas, we will continue 
working to bring the cases of 
Mainumby and Brisa to conclusion at 
the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights. In doing so we will put 
pressure on governments to bring 
their laws, penal codes and practices 
into line with international legal 
standards on sexual violence.

g   Through our GENEROSITY of GIRLS 
fund we will support partners in 
Bolivia, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Sierra Leone, Liberia and the 
United States to directly support 
adolescent girls. This includes safe 
spaces and activities and mentoring 
to build confidence. Participants 
also learn self-advocacy skills and 
opportunities to voice their concerns 
and aspirations.

CASE STUDY - BRISA’S STORY 

“When I think about sexual violence and the life that you live 
with sexual violence, it's like walking in a dark alley where 
you can’t see anything. And whenever you can get away from 
it you try and get away. But I’ve decided to stay. I decided to 
stay because I know there are hundreds of other girls living in 
the same situation. At age 17 I started the only center in 
Bolivia to provide services for children who have been 
sexually abused because I want to provide for others what no 
one did for me. But it’s really hard to do my own case. I can be 
strong for others but when it has to be with me it’s really 
hard. So in this black alley where I felt totally alone...I found a 
whole team. I found Equality Now, with a lot of little 
flashlights saying, ‘You’re not alone. We’re going to end 
sexual violence together.’ They’ve been my strength when I’ve 
been weak.” 
- Brisa de Angulo

often due to sexual abuse or exploitation - found themselves 
denied the right to an education. As a result, Equality Now 
has been building a campaign to repeal Sierra Leone’s ban on 
pregnant girls attending school. We are also mentoring and 
training local Community Service Organisations to advocate 
for girls’ rights to reduce sexual violence and exploitation in 
the region.

Along with the Institute for Human Rights Development in 
Africa and Child Welfare Society, in May 2017 we gathered 
statements from 17 young girls who have excluded 
from attending school because they were pregnant. The 
statements were used to engage with the African Committee 
of Experts for the Rights and Welfare of the Child. The 
activity generated international interest and increased 
pressure on the Government of Sierra Leone to lift the ban.

The statements are now part of pleadings we will submit to 
the Court of the Economic Community of West African States 
in early 2018 to challenge this ban. 

Campaign Spotlight
Campaign Spotlight

LOOK TO THE FUTURE

60
MEDIA

STORIES

75m
ESTIMATED 
AUDIENCE 

REACH
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Thank you

Americas Office
125 Maiden Lane
9th Floor, Suite B
New York NY 10038
USA
Phone: +1-212-586-0906
Fax: +1-212-586-1611
Email: info@equalitynow.org

Africa Office
Bishops Garden Towers, 1st Floor
Bishops Road, Nairobi
KENYA
Phone: +254-20-271-9913/9832
Fax: +254-20-271-9868
Email: equalitynownairobi@equalitynow.org

Europe Office
1 Birdcage Walk
London SW1H 9JJ
UNITED KINGDOM
Phone: +44 (0) 20 7304 6902
Email: ukinfo@equalitynow.org

Thank you to all our donors, supports and partners around the world for all you do. 
Our work would not be possible without your help. Together, we are making equality reality!

CONTACT US
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