
About the Istanbul Convention:

May 11th, 2021 is the 10th anniversary of the Istanbul Convention, the most far-reaching international legal
instrument to set binding obligations for countries regarding the prevention and combating of gender based
violence. 

The Council of Europe Convention on Preventing & Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence -
better known as the Istanbul Convention - is described by the UN as a "gold standard" in combatting violence
against women. 

Established by the Council of Europe, the Istanbul Convention defines violence against women as a human rights
violation, and aims to eliminate all forms of violence against women. 

The treaty leads the way as a binding instrument that establishes a comprehensive legal framework to combat
violence against women. It provides a set of legal standards and rules for governments to ensure that victims
everywhere receive the same high level of protection.

The Istanbul Convention obliges member states to address all forms of violence against women and to take action
to prevent violence, provide protection, and prosecute perpetrators who commit sexual and gender-based
violence. 

Thirty-four member states of the Council of Europe have ratified the Istanbul Convention, twelve have signed it –
along with the European Union – and outside Europe it is used as a basis for action by many countries.

Thanks to the Istanbul Convention, higher legislative and policy standards have been introduced in national law in
several countries where it has been ratified. Survivors and activists recount numerous stories about how the treaty
has enhanced national laws and policies that provide protection and accountability when women and girls have
faced sexual and gender-based violence.
 
The Istanbul Convention exists thanks to the determined activism of women’s rights advocates, survivors and
parliamentarians throughout Europe. It is already saving lives, but it can save many more. Working together, we
can push for full ratification of the Convention across all of the Council of Europe. Together, we will end gender
based violence. 
 
Young Women for Awareness, Agency, Advocacy and Accountability Initiative (YW4A)
 

Around the world, many women face daily threats to their physical safety which can come from partners, family
members or strangers. The right to enjoy a life free from violence should be the reality for all women and girls,
everywhere. YW4A partners, in partnership with the Netherlands Government’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, are
championing the aims of the Istanbul Convention working to build the leadership capacity of young women and
strengthen legal protections for women’s rights in Africa and Middle East & North Africa.
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YW4A partners are celebrating the first decade of the Istanbul Convention and its trailblazing impact in
providing legal protection for women and girls against gender-based violence. Please join us in sharing
black and white photos to raise awareness of the treaty's importance and as an act of solidarity with
victims and survivors of gender-based violence across the world. 
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