Iyanu Soyege is Swati by birth, Nigerian by blood and
Canadian by citizenship and residence. Her multifaceted
identity has led her to desire the manifestation of
descriptive and substantive representation in key societal
institutions to reflect the interests of Canada’s diverse
communities. Iyanu has been championing this cause
through service work by specifically targeting the issue of
representation in Canadian governments and higher
education. As a coordinator for McGill’s Women in
House program, Iyanu empowers women to engage
politically by pairing women students with Canadian
Members of Parliament and Senators for shadowing and
mentorship opportunities. Iyanu currently serves the
Black Students’ Network as a Political Coordinator by
meeting with members of the senior administration to
advocate for institutional initiatives that could serve to
advance the well-being and academic achievement of
Black students at McGill University. Iyanu previously led an academic association under the Arts
Undergraduate Society of McGill as Co-President of the African Studies Students’ Association.
Iyanu is currently completing her Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and African Studies
at McGill University.

Holly Kletke is a third-year student at the
University of Lethbridge, studying music and
education. She is involved in many leadership
positions on campus, including the position of Fine
Arts Representative on the Students' Union, a
Residence Assistant, and President of the Student
Alumni Council on campus. She is passionate
about advocacy and accessible education and is
eager to take any action she can to create a positive
future.

Simran Dhillon is a student at the University of Alberta
studying psychology within the faculty of science and
exploring facets of advocacy, community engagement,
research, and innovation. Simran’s experience utilizing
her advocacy and passion for innovation and
entrepreneurship has placed her on public platforms
including a conference held at the United Nations
headquarters in NYC, in front of city hall, a TEDx event,
channelled through her local newspaper, through serving
her university, and an invitation to the 2020 Peace Summit
at the UN centre in Thailand. She has an immense passion
for solving international issues plaguing the world in
facets of healthcare and inequity of fundamental supports.
Simran has founded two non-profit organizations that
continue to serve and reduce inequity found within her
community and amplify the voices of minorities. She has
also utilized this passion for entrepreneurship in various
fields of research to progress innovation within the healthcare industry, including her research in
innovating solutions to address Street-level Opioid Overdoses and telerehabilitation during
COVID19, and others. For the past year, Simran has dedicated herself to entrepreneurship and her
innovative start-up FentaGone; FentaGone’s mission is to reduce the number of fentanyl-related
overdoses occurring on the street level. Simran’s experience advocating, outreaching and learning
from her community has inspired an immense motivation for greater advocacy and to innovate to
create a brighter future for all.

My name is Madison, I am a Jewish student at the University
of Calgary, in my third year of Political Science and History.
I am passionate about politics, learning and history, and I am
planning to obtain a PhD in identity politics. I have
volunteered for a number of political campaigns, from
provincial and federal parties to Student Union politics. I have
also participated in professional research, having completed
an undergraduate project over the summer, and been accepted
as a student researcher for a project on Indigenous
Experiences with the Police for the City of Portland. I am a
CJPAC Fellow and involved in the CJPAC Women in Politics
Mentorship program. At the UofC, I also am a Peer Helper
with the Faith and Spirituality Centre, having been involved
with the Centre since the beginning of my degree. Outside of
politics and extra-curriculars, I love going for hikes,
swimming and reading. I also love to learn new languages, my
current being French Sign Language.

My name is Hazel Chivasa and I am currently a second-year
political science student at MacEwan University. I have been
interested in politics since high school but taking my first
course in Political science in my first year exposed me to the
issues regarding women in our society today. I have
developed passion for Women and Gender equality. My
career vision is to one day work with government and
organizations that promote the girl-child’s awareness of and
participation in social, economic and political life. As well as
strengthening the role of the family in improving the status
of the girl-child.

Hibo Mohamed is from Edmonton, and she is excited to
represent Edmonton Strathcona as a delegate at the 2021
Daughters of The Vote Program. Hibo recently graduated
from the University of Alberta, with a Bachelor of Arts
Degree, double majoring in Political Science and Art &
Design. She has earned several awards during her
education, including The Emerging Leaders Program
Certificate, Stride Gender & Governance Leadership
Certificate and The Undergraduate Research Initiative
Award. Presently, Hibo Mohamed is a Board Member at
ParityYEG. And she works at the YWCA Edmonton as
the Executive Assistant to the CEO. Most recently, Hibo
has started a small business selling her original oil
paintings. Hibo has volunteered on many political
campaigns. She was the President of the University of
Alberta Young Liberals. And in the 2019 Alberta
provincial election, Hibo was deputy campaign manager to the Alberta Party candidate for
Edmonton-Riverview.

Cindy Caturao firmly abides by the slogan "the personal is
political", and that intersectionality, diversity, and equity are
vital in order to have a robust system of governance. Her
involvement with local politics began while serving as a
Youth Councillor with the City of Edmonton Youth Council.
The role has allowed her to collaborate with young
Edmontonians, organizations, politicians, and fellow
community builders. Today, Cindy serves as the Vice-Chair
of Governance with Parity YEG: a non-profit organization
based in Edmonton that aims to shift the current political
landscape by supporting womxn and non-binary individuals
seeking leadership positions in public service. Cindy
possesses a background in advocacy, planning, grant
management, local governance, and volunteering. She is a
fervent advocate for the rights and protection of migrant
workers in Alberta. Recently, Cindy was selected as a
facilitator and youth delegate for the UAE Global Forum on
Migration & Development. She worked jointly with
professionals from ILO, IOM, and the United Nations Major
Group for Children and Youth. As of this time, Cindy is in the process of completing two projects.
She is currently spearheading the creation and development of Ayulong.com. Ayulong.com is a
user-based information hub designed for migrant workers in Alberta. She is also working on a
project with the Canadian Roots Exchange via their Youth Reconciliation Initiative Program.
Cindy Caturao is beyond thrilled to be representing her home riding of Edmonton Riverbend.

Stephanie is completing her third year of the J.D.
Common Law program at the University of Ottawa and
also holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from
MacEwan University. Stephanie developed her passion
for women in leadership working at the Legislative
Assembly of Alberta as she engaged with
underrepresented legislatures. Following her political
passions, she served as President of the Students’
Association of MacEwan University (SAMU) and
advocated alongside student leaders for increased campus
mental health resources, affordable and predictable
tuition, and sexual violence prevention on campus.
Stephanie also served as President of the Ukrainian
Canadian Students’ Union (SUSK) where she organized
conferences to empower students to become leaders in
their communities. She also worked to raise awareness for
the Holodomor famine-genocide and the WWI Canadian
Internment Operations of Ukrainians and other ethnic groups. During her time in law school,
Stephanie has volunteered to assist refugee sponsorship groups sponsoring individuals overseas
and refugee claimants within Canada. She has also enjoyed her time in competitive Moot Court.
She has interned at both Global Affairs Canada and the Department of Justice Canada (DOJ) and
will be returning to complete her articles with the DOJ in Edmonton. Upon returning to her
hometown, Stephanie hopes to use her education to volunteer to increase access to justice for
minority and vulnerable populations. She is also passionate about increasing gender parity in
Parliament and provincial legislatures, as well as ensuring diverse populations are meaningfully
and accurately represented. She strongly believes inclusivity builds a stronger Canada.

Annina Plummer has recently completed her
bachelor’s degree in Political Science at the
University of Alberta. Despite her experiences
throughout Canada and elsewhere, she is proud to
call Edmonton her home. Annina’s community
involvement has focused on the university-student
experience, early childhood development, youth
empowerment, affordable housing, poverty, human
rights, volunteerism, the Ital-Canadian Community,
and settlement services for immigrants and
newcomers. Annina’s growth mindset makes her
incredibly enthusiastic to take on challenges and
work with others towards a shared goal. She is
proficient in Italian and French and she loves
learning new languages and participating in
intercultural experiences. In 2019, she interned at the
Aga Khan University in Kenya for 9 months through the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
Scholarship. She continues to support the communities where she is placed. She is the Vice
President of Amici Italiani, a non-profit organization that promotes Italian Canadian culture and
heritage. She is a board member for the Christmas Bureau of Edmonton, a non-profit organization
that facilitates holiday giving for Edmontonians in need. She also volunteers for Engineers Without
Borders to assist in the distribution of their national advocacy campaign to Quebec. Annina also
serves the Alberta Council of Global Cooperation’s Sustainable Development Goal Hub as a youth
mentor. Additionally, she was recently an urban researcher for Pivot Canada, a national initiative
for youth prosperity. Two of her proudest experiences have been international Model United
Nations (UN) Conferences at the UN headquarters in New York, and the UN Headquarters in
Nairobi.

I was born and raised in Edmonton, Alberta, and have
attended the University of Victoria for the past five years. I
swam competitively from age ten through university and
have proudly represented my teams on the national level. In
all aspects of my life, including my varsity experience, I am
ardently passionate about empowering women to smash
barriers to reach their goals and make the world a better
place. Throughout my undergraduate degree in political
science, I have gotten involved in politics at the Alberta
provincial level and have been fortunate enough to have
interned with Alberta's provincial government. Throughout
this work, I have been exposed to the disproportionate
hurdles faced by women involved in politics, both elected
officials and non-elected political staff.

Ziyana Kotadia is a storyteller, student
politician, and poet pursuing an Honours
Specialization in Global Gender Studies from
Huron University College at Western
University. She was the 2019-2020 Vice
President and Artistic Director of the Huron
Underground Dramatic Society and is currently
the 2020-2021 President and CEO of the Huron
University College Students’ Council. She is
passionate about performance, poetry, & politics
and has a keen interest in exploring intersections
among the worlds of academia, art, & advocacy,
especially as it pertains to equity and antidiscrimination.

Mirabelle Harris-Eze is a law student, small business owner,
and writer based in Calgary, Alberta. Her interests and
identities are diverse yet rooted in the desire to create and
participate in a more equitable world. In the past 5 years, she
has: won a beauty pageant; paid her undergraduate tuition
with scholarships and graphic design work; danced in
Calgary Stampede parades for the Nigerian Canadian
Association of Calgary; co-founded Imuuta, a digital media
company; interned in Ottawa and traded books with
Members of Parliament; and worked in the access to justice
sector. An avid volunteer with numerous political campaigns,
Mirabelle wants to learn even more about being a part of the
political process, a part of conversations and interactions that
lead to long-lasting policy changes, reinvigorated
livelihoods, and a more egalitarian and healthier Earth. Equal
Voice’s laudable mission to change the singular story of what
a politician looks like and to increase diversity in politics is
important to her. She wants Parliament to look like Canada,
and she’s here to learn how to help make that happen.

I am a Political Science and Law & Society Double
Major at the University of Calgary. I grew up in Ottawa,
and later moved to Calgary in 2017, where I came to
further develop my interest in Politics and Social Justice
work. I currently work with my Campus Faith centre to
promote acceptance and provide education surrounding
Canada’s many diverse and unique religious minorities. I
joined this program because I want to promote political
participation among young women like myself. In my
experience volunteering with local political parties, I
have faced derogatory comments based on my gender
and appearance. I want young women and gender-diverse
youth like myself to know, politics are for you, no matter
what anyone else has to say.

Shannon Hazlett is an Associate at Longview
Communications and Public Affairs. Shannon
has experience working in both the public and
private sectors contributing to her knowledge
of policy, political campaigns and stakeholder
relations. Prior to joining Longview’s Calgary
office, Shannon worked as a lobbyist,
advocating for legislative changes on behalf
of small businesses across Alberta. Before
that, she was a Junior Policy Analyst for the
Ontario Government in the Ministry of
Environment. Shannon is a Steering
Committee member with Equal Voice
Calgary; a group who advocates for equal
representation of women in political offices across Canada. Shannon holds her Master’s in Public
Policy from the University of Toronto, a Bachelor of Science in Health Promotion from Dalhousie
University, and has been granted her Canadian Securities Course designation.

Alexa is a second-year political science student at the
University of Calgary who is passionate about public
policy and advocacy at both the provincial and federal
levels. She is also a coxswain on the University of
Calgary rowing team as well as a delegate for the
university’s Model United Nations team where she
competes across Canada. Alexa has been interested in
politics as early as she can remember, and she has
recently begun to work at the provincial level. Her work
as a constituency assistant has given her the insight into
how important it is for women to participate in politics
at every level. She is a strong advocate for women
having their voice in politics and is excited to learn and
discuss these issues with the Daughters of the Vote
delegates. In her free time, she enjoys bouldering with
her friends and getting creative with painting.

Nicole is a fourth-year Political Science student at the
University of Calgary. She is a member of the University
of Calgary’s Arts and Sciences honours academy, as well
as the Faculty of Arts Co-op program. Nicole is currently
serving as the President of the University of Calgary’s
Model United Nations team, where she has had the
opportunity to compete at Model UN conferences across
North America. She is also acting as the Under SecretaryGeneral for the University of Calgary’s High School
Model UN conference in 2021 and 2022. Recently,
Nicole completed a civil litigation internship with the
Office of the Attorney General for the District of
Columbia, where she worked to provide research on
topics ranging from free speech, education equity, racial
justice, and economic issues. Nicole has also served as the
Chair of the Students Union Review Board and as the
Speaker for the Faculty of Arts Students Association. As
a long-term commitment, she has enjoyed working for the
office of Leadership and Student Engagement where she recruits volunteers, organizes events, and
works collaboratively with non-profit organizations. Outside of her academic pursuits, Nicole is
an internationally ranked competitive Irish Dancer, and had the privilege of representing Canada
at the World Championship, North American Championship, and All Ireland Championship
multiple times. She also enjoys photography, reading, and watercolour painting in her spare time.
Nicole is greatly looking forward to Daughters of the Vote 2021, and she can’t wait to engage in
meaningful dialogue with the other participants.

My volunteer and work experiences in the field of
immigrant education and law, introduced me to the
educational gap that exists in the immigrant community,
and the resulting intergenerational disadvantages within an
already vulnerable population. Witnessing this inequity
led me to pursue a degree in Law and Society at the
University of Calgary, where I study equality issues and
how the law is interwoven with our social systems. In
2019, I interned at an immigration law firm in Washington,
D.C. at the height of the first Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) raids. Lacking English language
capabilities and without an understanding of their rights,
many immigrant communities were left unable to protect
themselves. My international experience demonstrated
that a lack of education and protection of human rights
afforded to immigrants is an issue that transcends borders.
My work in the local and global communities along with
my classroom knowledge continue to fuel my volunteer
efforts. Recently, I have joined an initiative called the Beat
the Odds Program. As a program executive, we aim to create connections between historically
underrepresented high school students and highly motivated university students in an effort to
improve post-secondary engagement and academic success. Ultimately, through the power of
education, I aim to create a community where anyone can thrive. As a Daughters of the Vote
Delegate, I hope to build connections with other ambitious young women and gender diverse
individuals, while creating a platform to build a career that focuses on influencing immigration
policy.

Jessica Revington is the former President of the
University of Calgary Students’ Union (SU), serving as
the SU’s first female president in over a decade. She has
worked extensively as a student leader and advocate
throughout her time on campus, representing the
priorities and interests of over 26,000 undergraduate
students to various stakeholders and levels of
government. Jessica has also proudly served as both the
SU’s Vice President Academic and as the SU’s Faculty
of Nursing Representative. Jessica is actively involved
in various initiatives supporting an increase in youth
engagement at all levels of government. She knows
firsthand the power that youth have when they are
recognized as stakeholders - she has worked directly
with the City of Calgary and Ask Her YYC on initiatives
geared towards increasing the number of youths
involved in municipal politics. Finally, in addition to her
work in student and youth advocacy, Jessica is deeply
passionate about improving healthcare access for
vulnerable populations. Specifically, Jessica is focused on issues surrounding menstrual equity and
period poverty in Canada. She is currently working to implement a campus-wide initiative
addressing period poverty among university students by making period products free and
accessible to anyone who may need them.

Within the past two years I have taken an active leadership
role within the community of Calgary, having previously
offered my time in a volunteer capacity as Director of
Business Development for Calgary Pride, Director of
Fund Development for Skipping Stone, and Committee
Member for the Canadian Rockies Gay Rodeo. While
recently being elected to serve as Treasurer for the Alberta
NDP Calgary-Buffalo Constituency Association A recent
graduate of the AskHerYYC program PrepareHer, while
also having recently completed two micro-certificates via
EdX verified and issued by Harvard and Oxford in the
areas of Urban Planning and Economic Development,
being further inspired to enroll in undergraduate studies
through the Institute of Continuing Education at
Cambridge in International Relations. It is my volunteer
experience, education, combined with more than 10 years
working in luxury & specialty retail, while also having been born and raised in rural Alberta which gives me immense confidence within my ability to not merely be effective in representing
everyday hardworking Calgarians, but in fact bring forward a robust and dynamic voice to the
table which will be a considerable asset ensuring authentic representation is reflected in advocating
for policy and legislation which impacts the future and sustainability of all communities within
Calgary.

As an advocate and historian, I focus on creating
stories out of real-life events-- something that can
reach everyone. In university, I focused on gender
history with an emphasis on femininity, sexuality,
and motherhood. I bring this passion to my role
as an advocate, where I focus on affordable and
accessible education for all. From a small town to
big cities, I bring rural values and perspectives to
big ideas!

Carly Russell is a recent graduate of Ambrose
University in Calgary, Alberta from their Bachelor of
Arts History Program. She was born and raised in
Canmore, Alberta. She found her love of politics at a
young age and has been actively involved ever since.
Upon her first meeting with former MLA Janis
Tarchuk, Russell has found herself involved in with
the TUXIS Parliament of Alberta where she served
as Premier for the 100th session. She is also a longterm volunteer with Girl Guides of Canada where she
also attended the Alberta Girls Parliament. When not
volunteering with politics, Russell can be found
outside in the mountains with her friends and family
skiing.

Thalia Félix is a community developer who strives for
a better mental health system and youth organizational
engagement. She believes that youth involvement at
various levels of government will aid in the inclusion
of often unheard voices to create a stronger foundation
for a brighter, more sustainable future. She always
strives for more knowledge and seeks to hear from
others’ lived experiences to expand her understanding
beyond her perspective. Being rewarded a Premier’s
Citizenship Award in 2015, Thalia continuously works
towards supporting communities made vulnerable
through fundraising, front-line work, and community
action projects. Thalia currently holds a BA in
International Relations and hopes to continue formal
education in Social Work.

Kairvee Bhatt is an engaged student from the University of
Lethbridge with a passion for entrepreneurship, philanthropy,
and advocacy. She has experience in for and non- profit
governance, and in various industries ranging from healthcare,
banking and finance, education, consulting, and technology. Her
hobbies include photography, and she enjoys volunteering; she is
currently mentoring youth with the Junior AchievementCompany Program, aiding high school students with the business
venture process from ideation to liquidation. Kairvee was
recently nominated for Student of the Year by her faculty, staff,
and peers at her institution. She was awarded by the University
of Lethbridge Students Union (ULSU) for exemplifying
leadership and commitment through demonstrated contribution
to the betterment of her community. Kairvee measures success
through impact and aims to make a positive difference in all
things involved she is involved in. She aims to use her platform as a delegate of Daughters of the
Vote to encourage and uplift Womxn in leadership positions and hopes to one day work in public
service.

Isha Godara is a recent graduate from the University of
Alberta where she specialized in Finance along with
completing a two-year interdisciplinary leadership program.
During her time in university, she was involved with various
not-for-profits and student groups. Currently, she is in India
where she has established a volunteer group in her village to
increase civic engagement and provide a platform for people
to collaboratively problem-solve and address various issues.
During COVID-19 the group taught over 30+ students who
did not have access to technology.

Olga Barceló is a public relations student at Mount Royal
University who has vast experience working and
advocating on campus. She is also the child of a Chilean
political refugee mother, and Chilean immigrant father.
Olga has achieved success by being appointed to the
Students’ Association’s Vice President Academic’s
Advisory Committee, having been elected to her Students’
Association Board of Governors, being appointed to the
Mount Royal University’s Student Community Standards
Office, to name a few. After spending several years in postsecondary advocacy, Olga understands what issues
students are facing and how important it is to listen to
marginalized students in Calgary. She utilizes an
intersectional feminist approach to her work and makes
sure every voice is listened to. Olga utilizes her perspective
as a Latina woman to engage people on privilege and is
working towards creating a society dedicated to supporting
immigrants and refugees. Olga holds a Bachelor of Arts in
sociology from Mount Royal University, and is working towards her second degree, a Bachelor of
Communications in public relations from Mount Royal University.

