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ERAS LOCAL NEWS . .

tools, and we await a quotation, to put before the ERAS
committee.

A63 Melton Publication
Where Sky and Yorkshire and Water Meet, the report on
the excavations which took place prior to the A63 road
improvements at Melton is now available. Of special
interest in this excellent 420 page On-Site Archaeology
Monograph No. 2 by Chris Fenton-Thomas is evidence,
rare in this area, of middle Iron Age burials. The
publication includes material relating to periods from the
Early Bronze Age to the 18th century AD.

Middleton Burial
With a view to raising funds for the radio-carbon dating of
the skeleton excavated in a private garden, in Middleton,
by ERAS volunteers last year, Rod Mackey will be giving
a public lecture at Middleton-on-the-Wolds school, on
April 19th at 7.30pm. The excavated skeleton was
examined by Vaughan Wastling, to whom we are very
grateful, and the skull was found to have an abnormality,
uncommon in pre-historic samples. Thus if the skeleton
could be securely dated, the forthcoming osteological
report would be of more use and data could be included in
future wider studies of skeletal material.

Available at a cost of £17.50 if collected from Ed
Dennison, 18 Springdale Way, Beverley.
Please email
EDArchserv@aol.com
For postal copies/costs, contact On-Site Archaeology Ltd,
Tel. 01904 411673
Volume 13 of the East Riding Archaeologist
The text of our next major publication, dealing with the
excavations in Blanket Row, Hull (1997-2003) has been
sent off for printing estimates. It is expected to be ready
for distribution either at the AGM meeting in April or
failing that, at the September lecture meeting. Members
always receive the newest volume for free, and can buy
earlier ones at the normal price. It is expected that
members will try to pick up their book from one of the
lecture meetings if possible, as it costs over £5 to post
them out.
Volume 14 is also in preparation and should be ready
during the next lecture season. It will include articles on
the following:
Iron Age and R/B settlement at Aldborough Gas Storage
Facility; Excavations at Saltend to Aldborough electricity
cabling scheme; Excavations at Station Rd, Brough; A
cremation cemetery at Wrygarth Ave, Brough; An AngloSaxon pit group from Easington; Excavation at High St,
Hull; A Medieval pit group from Pocklington; A Medieval
timber bridge at Stray Farm, Holme-on Spalding Moor;
Excavation at Island Wharf, Hull; Recent developments in
East Riding of Yorkshire Council Museum Service. Plus a
large ‘round-up’ section of recent archaeological work in
the region.
Micro-wear studies on Easington flint?
The 1227 items of flintwork from ERAS’s 1996/7
Easington EBA Barrow and Neolithic site are currently
being catalogued and written up by Antony Dickson and
Mark Edmonds with illustrations by staff at Oxford
Archaeology. There is a possibility that micro-wear studies
could be carried out on some of the pieces which have the
edge intact, with some showing edge-use gloss. Microwear study can give an insight to the specific use of the

Survey at Leven
Attempts to locate the exact footprint of the demolished
church in a known enclosure outside the village of Leven,
using a resistivity meter survey were not definitive. Rod
Mackey, and Kate Dennett worked with members of the
Leven Local History Group one Saturday in October and
although it was an interesting day, the results did not show
up the outline of the demolished flint, cobble and stone
building. It is assumed that either the material was
removed to well below ground level or the remains of the
walls collapsed into a vault beneath. ERAS member Steve
Ollett and other members of their group have done much
historical research on the site, and wanted to be able to
prove the footprint of the building, so that it could be
outlined in gravel and an explanatory notice board erected.
Ian Rowlandson on the move
Sadly over Christmas Ian Rowlandson our Programme
Secretary has moved away from the region. He has
followed his fiancée Jaane to the south coast as she has
been appointed Director at Fishbourne Roman Palace in
Sussex. Despite his relocation, Ian is keen to continue to
contribute to the ERAS projects he is involved in and
continues to work on pottery from Yorkshire and the East
Midlands.
A Baby for Helen and John
Congratulations to Helen Fenwick and partner John Carty
on the birth of their son Jenson Christopher FenwickCarty, born in August. At 7lb 2 oz, he was three weeks
early, though not quite born in a trench, as the student
training dig she was supervising at the time had finished
work for the day when she went into hospital. Helen is
now back working full time at Hull University.
Thanks to our retiring Treasurer
Lesley Jackson has conscientiously looked after ERAS’s
finances and membership list for many years, but is now
retiring and we owe her a very big thank you for all her
work.
Editor

‘FIELD STUDIES’ MEETINGS
Work continues on the pottery from the Arram excavation,
with members learning how to assess the details of fabric
types and conditions, under the guidance of Graham Myers
and Richard Coates, with ‘distance learning’ support from
pottery specialist Ian Rowlandson in Sussex. Meetings are
on the first Weds of the month at 19.30hrs at St. Nicholas
Community Centre, Holme Church Lane, Beverley. You
can just turn up or if you want to know more about what
we do, contact Graham Myers on 07815 088573.

YORKSHIRE HISTORY PRIZE
It would be so good to see someone from the East Riding
and from ERAS win a prize in the Annual Yorkshire
History competition. The Beresford Award, for essays of
up to 10,000 words is worth £300 and the judges may
make a second award of £150. Shorter essays of up to
5,000 words can win the Bramley Award of £150. Entries
should be based on original research of any aspect of
Yorkshire’s history. Topics have varied widely in previous
years, but essays should not have been published, or
offered for publication. The closing date is May 1st and
essays should be sent to J. M. Bradford, 14B Wood Lane,
Leeds LS6 2AE. If you wish to discuss the suitability of a
particular topic or to receive guidance on the standard
format for submission of entries, you can contact Prof.
Edward Royle by email er1@york.ac.uk

‘LEADER’ SURVEY
of Scheduled Ancient Monuments
With respect to the LEADER funding, all the capital
expenditure items have now been purchased, so we have
all the equipment necessary to carry out the survey with
the exception of a magnetometer which will be hired when
required. We also have the presentation equipment for the
community meetings that we are required to hold. The
following items have been purchased:- Laptop and
Microsoft Software, equipment for coring down to 5m, site
level, tripod and staff, tape measures, electronic
distometer, 20 extra probes for producing resistivity
pseudo-sections, display boards and projector.
A meeting was held on 2nd February between several
ERAS members of the project steering group and Keith
Miller of English Heritage along with Dave Evans (HAP)
and David Bull (LEADER). We discussed the project
methodology and the progress to date including initial site
assessments, carried out by ERAS, of over twenty possible
sites to determine their suitability. It was decided that the
survey would focus on sites located on areas of chalk as
these will provide better geophysics results. The survey
will be carried out on three barrow sites and two linear
sites all of which are yet to be chosen. Bearing in mind

that due to crop schedules or for other reasons, some sites
will not be available to us, we now need to finalize our
short list (to be reduced to five sites) and start contacting
landowners, for permission to carry out the survey. This
we intend to complete during the next month or so. I hope
to give more details at the next meeting. If you would like
to be involved, please let me have your contact details.
(01482 860891 or coates8@coates8.karoo.co.uk)
Richard Coates
See inside back page for relevant logos for this project. (Editor)

SOUTHBURN’S NEW SEASON
Southburn Archaeological Museum (SAM) has been
closed over the winter whilst we had several of our old
display cases refurbished, bought some new cases and had
nearly 50 of our ancient metal artefacts conserved by York
Archaeological Trust. This work was funded by the
LEADER scheme. We have also taken the opportunity to
re-organise our displays and to provide extra written
information for our visitors. SAM tries to bring the past to
life and our volunteers have produced some more replica
jewelry to add to our collection including a replica of an
Anglo-Saxon 'small long' brooch based on a find on
display at Southburn. During the closed period the
Beverley Treasure House has kindly displayed some of
SAM's artefacts in their cafe display case.
SAM’s first open day of 2012 will be on Sat 17th March
2012 from 10:00am - 4:00pm; free entry but donations
welcomed. In addition to celebrating the improvements to
the museum and offering our unique 'hands on' activities,
visitors will see 'before and after' photographs of our
conserved items showing how much more we can learn
from them now that they have been professionally cleaned.
Not only does SAM offer reconstructed artefacts from the
past but, during the open day, we are delighted to welcome
the Doncaster Waites who will be playing music from the
17th century on replica ancient instruments and sharing
their expertise with you. For a map showing how to get to
SAM, and more information about the Museum, visit our
website www.samatsouthburn.com
This year SAM will be having open days on:
Sat 17th March - re-opening after refurbishment.
Sat 28thApril ‘Blooming Beltane’ themed around Celtic
spring celebrations and the Green Man with clay
modeling, craftwork and our usual displays and museum
tour. Booking necessary for 10-12am or 1.30-3.30pm. £3
per person donation is requested.
For bookings, tel. 01377 271180
Sun 22July 10am-4pm Open Day in association with
CBA Festival of British Archaeology.
Sat 8 Sept Heritage Open Day (HOD)
Bill Coultard
Chair of Southburn Archaeological Museum

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY INTERPRETATION COURSE
We were happy to be given the opportunity to attend the
Aerial Photography Workshop offered by the Council for
British Archaeology at the English Heritage Offices in
York on Saturday 1 October 2011.
Our tutors were Yvonne Boutwood and Matthew Oakey,
both Senior Investigators with the Aerial Survey and
Investigation Section of English Heritage. Not only were
they extremely knowledgeable about their chosen
profession but they also delivered the workshop in an
interesting and enthusiastic fashion. The day started with
welcomes and introductions. It was nice to see such a
diverse mix of ages, experience and interests. Many were
representing their local archaeological societies so like us
were enthusiastic amateurs.
We were briefly introduced to the history of aerial survey
and then looked at examples of types, sources and uses of
aerial photographs and the advantages and disadvantages
of each method. Examples of oblique and vertical aerial
photographs were displayed and this helped with our
understanding of the properties of each investigative
discipline. For instance, photographs taken from an
oblique angle are preferable for displaying the light and
shade of visible earthworks above the ground.
The difference between stonework and earthworks and
their properties in photographic form was explained. We
also discussed cropmarks and soilmarks in the landscape
and how their features could be interpreted. It was then
interesting to see the contrasting curvilinear features of the
prehistoric compared with the rectilinear features
recognized from the Roman period onwards. We were also
shown how to recognize scale, how to recognize the
seasons in relation to the landscape and how to recognize
water courses and gradients in the landscape.

of a stereoscope. This discipline involved using two
identical maps and interlapping them. When matching the
stereoscope with the interlapping maps the features
suddenly took on 3D properties and this couldn’t have
been displayed any better than with the map of the
Grassington fells and Kilnsea Crag that we were studying.
This technique was useful for gauging gradient and depth
but was tiring on the eyes after a while.

Some light relief was offered by an errant pigeon who
gate-crashed proceedings through an open window and
who refused to be ejected from the room despite many
comical attempts.
We finished by discussing the future of aerial
photographic interpretation and the emergence and
potential benefits of LIDAR in archaeology. It does look
as if this will become a very useful investigative tool in the
future and hopefully used more widely. We were shown
the results of a LIDAR survey and the programs available
to tweak the data to make interpretation easier.
The day was of great educational benefit and we were
grateful to Yvonne and Matthew for their time and
knowledge but also grateful to ERAS for sponsoring us to
attend this event.

We were then encouraged to utilize some of this new
found knowledge by looking at photos supplied and
offering our own interpretations of landscape features. We
were able to recognize dew ponds, water courses and even
the season of the year – but recognizing manmade rabbit
warrens was beyond the capacity of everyone in the room
– but I’m sure we will recognize them in the future!
It became apparent that there were many pitfalls to avoid –
many features are guilty of pretending to be other things
entirely! For instance a feature that appears to be an
ancient trackway can actually be a relict water course and
what can by first appearance be a series of impressive
rectilinear enclosures are actually the result of ice wedge
polygons created in colder climates! After a lunch break
spent in the sunshine of York we returned to enjoy the use

Angela Fawcett and Lisa Johnson

What’s Cooler:
wearing your sword on your back
or at the waist?
By Dr. Greta Anthoons
This question, asked on a “Tribal War” forum on the
internet in the year 2003, has in all likelihood also
preoccupied warriors in Iron Age Europe. Naturally, the
way a sword was worn must have been directly connected
to combat technique and tradition, but looking “cool” and
fiercesome was no doubt an important part of the game. In
most of Iron Age Europe, including southern Britain,
swords were carried at the waist. North of the River
Humber, however, evidence from technological,
iconographic and funerary sources points to the existence
of a different practice.
Swords were held in scabbards, which were often made of
wood or leather, and as such have left very little trace.
Nevertheless, a number of swords with metal scabbards
have survived, which offer important clues as to how they
had been worn. A common feature of metal scabbards is
the metal loop that is riveted to their reverse side; it was
destined to hold the strap or chain that attached the
scabbard to a belt. In southern Britain and on the
Continent, this suspension loop is always at the top of the
scabbard, near the handle of the sword (Fig. 1).
In northern Britain, however, the suspension loop is
typically between a third and halfway down the back plate
of the scabbard (Fig. 2). Distinctive examples are the third
century BC scabbards from Wetwang Slack (Dent 1985)
and Kirkburn (Stead 1991: 66-70). In this earlier phase, the
suspension loop plates are short (see Fig. 2, type 5), while
a few centuries later they cover almost the full length of
the scabbard (Fig.2, type 6). All the scabbards from the
South Cave weapon hoard belong to the later type (see
Stead 2006: 17, table 4, nos A276-9).

Fig. 1: Naming of the parts of a sword and a scabbard (Stead
2006: 9, fig.4). In this example, the suspension loop is at the
top of the scabbard, near its mouth.

A suspension loop near the mouth of the scabbard fits the
general image of how swords were carried in the Iron Age.
The reconstruction in Fig. 3 is based on two burials with a
sword and scabbard from the small third century BC
cemetery of Écury “Le Crayon” in the Marne department
in France.

Iconographic evidence in the form of chalk figurines
seems to indicate that in Iron Age East Yorkshire, swords
were carried on the back. In advance of the acquisition by
Hull Museums of the small (110mm high) chalk figurine
discovered in Withernsea in 1985 (Fig. 4), all the
comparable pieces were examined by Ian Stead (1988).
Stead estimated the total of these typical East Yorkshire
chalk figurines between 40 and 50, but this includes many
fragments. Seven figurines are complete and 15 others
only lack the head. Of these 22 complete or near-complete
figurines, more than half represent warriors. The majority
of these warrior figurines are depicted with their sword on
the back. The sword is presumably held in a scabbard, but
none of the figurines’ scabbards have a chape, as metal
scabbards normally do (see Fig. 1).

When the suspension loop is located towards the midpoint,
as is customary in northern Britain, this will obviously
affect the balance of the sword and scabbard when carried
at the waist; therefore, alternative ways of wearing a sword
should be explored.

From the complete figurines it can be deduced that the
convention was for the left arm to be on the chest, while
the right hand touches the (hilt of the) sword on the back.
As Stead (1988: 13) has pointed out, the way the arm of
the Withersea figurine is twisted, it is impossible to draw

below the midpoint of the scabbard, an additional device
would be necessary to prevent the scabbard from
overbalancing. On the other hand it is possible that
conformity with the principles of statics was not a priority
for the craftsman.
Interestingly enough, the oblique position of the scabbard
of figurine 5 aligns with research performed on the
Continent. Recent experiments with Iron Age swords and
scabbards by the well-known French re-enactor Franck
Mathieu (2005) have disclosed that wearing the scabbard
and sword vertically at the waist (as in Fig. 3) has many
inconveniences. To start with, it hinders the leg, but also,
the handle of the sword being placed so tightly to the waist
does not allow a quick draw of the sword. As an
alternative to the traditional view, Mathieu argued that the
scabbard was worn in an oblique position. The suspension
loop being at the top of the scabbard, he had to devise
alternative ways of attaching the scabbard to the belt in
order to reach such an arrangement. Mathieu was building
further on earlier research, for example by La Tène
weaponry expert André Rapin (see Mathieu 2005 for
further bibliography), who studied the evolution of sword
suspension systems in the La Tène period.
Fig. 2: Reconstruction of scabbards with central suspension
loops (Stead 2006: 14, fig. 9). Stead’s type 5 represents the
earlier phase, with short, symmetrical loop plates, while in the
later type 6, the loop plates are elongated, extending almost the
full length of the scabbard.

the sword from the scabbard, given the much higher
position of the hilt. A fragment from Garton Slack (no. 14
in Stead’s overview) possibly presents a more realistic
arrangement, with both arms turning to the front, and the
right arm passing over the right shoulder to draw the
sword from the scabbard at the back (Stead 1988: 19).
As illustrated in Fig. 4, the interesting point is that the
scabbard crosses the belt at the centre, which conforms
with the position of the suspension loop attested on metal
scabbards in East Yorkshire and elsewhere in northern
Britain, as discussed above. Nevertheless, the conclusion
that swords were by definition carried on the back turns
out a little premature. Two figurines from Garton Slack
(Fig. 5) are shown with the sword at the waist, and as with
the back-mounted figurines, the scabbard crosses the belt
at the midpoint. Hence, if the figurines are accepted to be
true to life representations of an Iron Age warrior, the
position of the suspension loop alone does not allow any
valid conclusions to be drawn as to the suspension method
of the sword.
It is not clear how
held in position,
suspension loop.
forward, as would

the scabbards of figurines 3 and 5 are
given the central location of the
The scabbard of figurine 5 slants
be expected, but the loop being even

Fig. 3: Hypothetical reconstruction of the sword belts in
burials 1 and 3 of Écury “Le Crayon” (Roualet et al. 1982, pl.
VI)

In any event, the chalk figurines represent two different
traditions of carrying a sword, although the back-mounted

Fig. 4: Front and back view of the chalk figurine from
Withernsea (Stead 1988: fig. 1-2)

version is predominant. Complementary evidence to be
considered comes from burials, and this again possibly
reflects two customs. Many swords in East Yorkshire were
found with the later (first century BC – first century AD)
east-west or west-east oriented inhumation burials where
the body was extended, usually on the back. None of these
swords had a metal scabbard. In a few cases, the burial
arrangement was such that the deceased had probably been
placed in the grave while wearing the sword. In Rudston
burial R107, the sword was found underneath the man’s
body; the handle was located under his right shoulder,
while the tip of the blade lay under his left hip. This is
very reminiscent of the back-mounted chalk figurines.
Another example from the same site is burial R144, which
is quite special in the sense that the whole body was facing
the floor of the grave. The man’s left hand was under his
chest, while his right hand was by his right shoulder. The
sword was placed over the body, with the tang resting on
his right shoulder (Stead 1991: 74, 201-2; figs 55, 111).
There is possibly also an earlier example. In a third
century BC burial at Garton Station (GS10), the sword
which, unlike swords from contemporary burials, did not
have a metal scabbard, was placed alongside the crouched
body of the deceased, but behind his back, so it may have
been worn in the same way as the later R107 and R144
burials (Stead 1991: 74, 224, fig. 124).
On the other hand, there are examples of burials where
apparently the deceased was wearing his sword at the
waist. In burial R154 at Rudston, the sword was found on
the right side of the extended body of a young man, near
his hip (Stead 1991: 74, 205, fig. 112). Stead (1991: 74)
mentions other examples, some of them with the sword on

Fig. 5: Figurines 3 and 5 from Garton Slack (Stead
1988: 17, fig. 6).
the left side of the body, but often the bones of the
skeletons are too deteriorated to judge whether the
deceased was actually wearing the sword when buried or
whether the sword was placed in the grave separately.
Sometimes the sword is manifestly not in position. The
third century BC scabbard from Kirkburn (burial K3) was
deposited upside down, and well-removed from the dead
man, and the handle of the sword was near his feet (Stead
1991: 74, 224, fig. 125). This must be connected with the
“rite of reversal” as described by Mike Parker Pearson
(2003: 26). This rite, inverting the world of the dead to that
of the living, has been attested on several occasions in East
Yorkshire; the mail tunic in the Kirkburn chariot burial,
for example, had been draped over the corpse face down
and inverted (Stead 1991: 224, figs 126-7).
Carrying a sword on the back is not a common practice,
but it has been attested elsewhere. The very long Japanese
no-dachi swords (fourteenth century and later) are said to
be worn on the back. Some native American tribes, the
Coorgs and the Nairs, also carried their swords on their
backs, but in a different way from East Yorkshire: the hilt
of the sword was in the belt and the blade between the
shoulders. Also the long two-handed swords in sixteenth
century Europe were sometimes worn on the back (Stead
1988: 27-8). As opposed to these examples, the Iron Age
swords from East Yorkshire, were relatively short,
including those of the first century BC, at which time
swords in southern Britain and on the Continent were
considerably longer (Stead 2006), so it seems the reason
for carrying their swords on the back must be searched

elsewhere. Also one could wonder whether swords were
worn this way in all circumstances, in combat as well as
during ceremonies or parades. Many more questions could
be asked. Let us hope that new finds and further research
will enlighten the enigma of the back-mounted swords of
East Yorkshire.
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SOME SIGNIFICANT SNIPPETS
(HEARD IN 2011)
“Cultivate your farmers - they are the ones who know best
about the variations in their soil ” – Alex York at the CIA
conference in Derbyshire, discussing the discovery of
previously unknown Roman roads.
“Keyhole archaeology doesn’t open the door – it just tells
you there’s a door there to be opened” – Dominic
Powlesland speaking at the Mortimer 2011 Day, on his
work in the Vale of Pickering.
“Local knowledge is very important – locals know about
local collections, often in private hands - collections which
need to be in the public domain and properly curated” –
Alison Sheridon, speaking on behalf of Vin Davis, at the
Mortimer 2011 Day, at Driffield, commenting on the huge
problem which has become apparent in Ireland, with
objects going astray from private collections held in sheds
and other insecure places.

Stead I.M., 1988. Chalk figurines of the Parisi, The
Antiquaries Journal 68, 9-29.

“You mean you actually get paid to do that?”- Someone
from nearby, observing work in a wet, cold and muddy
trench, during a watching brief being carried out on a
house extension in St. John Street, Beverley. Most people
without connections to archaeology, still have no idea how
commercial archaeology works or is funded.

Stead I.M., 1991. Iron Age Cemeteries in East Yorkshire.
Excavations at Burton Fleming, Rudston, Garton-on-theWolds, and Kirkburn (= English Heritage Archaeological
Report 22), London: English Heritage.

“It’s the things not yet found and not yet damaged that we
need to protect.” – Dominic Powlesland speaking at
Driffield’s Mortimer Day. Rumsfeldian theory once again,
but how very true and how difficult to deal with.

Stead I.M., 2006. British Iron Age Swords and Scabbards,
London: British Museum Press.

“Drying out of wetlands is a real threat to archaeology” –
Nicky Milner at the Mortimer 2011 Day, discussing the
changed environment, since the original excavations in the
1950s at Star Carr Mesolithic site. Bone, antler and timber
found recently at similar depths were in worse condition
than those excavated by Clarke in the first excavations.
“Did they have paint in Medieval times – or did they just
use their enemies’ blood?” One of many questions asked
of ERAS at the 2011 Heritage Open Day (though not by
the young man pictured below, studying the bones).

Greta, who lives in Belgium has been an ERAS member for
several years and has recently completed a doctoral thesis
on Iron Age archaeology at Bangor University .She is very
interested in Iron Age culture, especially the chariot
burials and we are hoping she will come over to talk to
ERAS about her work, at some time in the future. Editor

Editor

Isotopic Analysis of Skeletons in Eastern Yorkshire:
implications for mobility and subsistence.
A short summary of a lecture given by Dr Mandy Jay at the Mortimer 2011 Day in Driffield.
Dr Jay is a Research Associate affiliated to the
Universities of Sheffield, Bradford and Durham and to the
Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in
Leipzig. She has recently been working on samples of
material from the Iron Age square barrow cemetery at
Wetwang and on the Bronze Age ‘Beaker People’ project
which included material from Mortimer’s archive.
Isotopic analysis studies are based on the principle that the
relationship between isotopes in food will be reflected in
the isotopes in materials such as dentine (from the inner
core of teeth) and bone. Higher nitrogen signals are
thought to show higher levels of animal protein in the diet.
It is not simply the kinds of foods which were being eaten
which can be deduced from such research, but the
environment in which people were living, and whether
people were moving from place to place. Isotope research
and the application and interpretation of the results is a
complex topic, which Dr Jay managed to present, with
good humour, in a comprehensible way.
In order to search for mobility in a population, she
commented that nitrogen is not necessarily the best isotope
to use, but by looking at carbon to nitrogen ratios, some
deductions could be made from the Wetwang cemetery
material. It appears that the two humans with higher
nitrogen levels probably did come from outside the area.
Using strontium data, from tooth enamel (a more
expensive form of analysis) some mobility was again
detected in the Wetwang samples, but there is a problem
with the wider application of the results. The samples were
chosen for further analysis because they were showing
higher ratios than might be expected in a chalk area and
therefore they cannot be said to be statistically
representative of the population.
Dr Jay pointed to some puzzling results for babies from
the Wetwang cemetery. Babies normally have a higher
nitrogen ratio than adults and results on material from the
Medieval cemetery at Wharram Percy were as expected.
However, babies from Wetwang did not conform to the
norm and this might possibly indicate very early weaning.
In looking at Mortimer’s material from an earlier period,
for the ‘Beaker People’ project, nitrogen to sulphur ratios
were analysed and a difference became apparent in the
way people were using the landscape. It seems that those
people who were moving around were likely to have been
moving between two specific places rather than generally
roaming.

It can be said that both climate and animal management
strategies can affect isotope ratios. Carbon changes occur
for the whole period studied (Late Neolithic to Iron Age)
and not just in East Yorkshire. However the main change
is to be seen between the Early Bronze Age and the Late
Bronze Age. Deforestation might possibly be a factor, but
many more data are needed to clarify the situation. Dr Jay
commented that it is good to note that Yorkshire is leading
the way in this type of research.
Kate Dennett
(Any errors or omissions are the sole responsibility of your nonscientist newsletter editor, KD)

An illustrated talk by Rod Mackey,
vice-chair of ERAS,

‘Middleton Man’
Who was this pre-Christian man
discovered in the village in 2011?
When did he live
and what was his world like?
This talk will look at the evidence and
suggest some answers.
Thursday, 19th April 2012, 7.30pm
Middleton School - Admission free

Did they have paint in Medieval times…
or did they just use their enemies’ blood?

Courses and events
Hull Geological Society
Thursday 22nd March 2012 - (AGM) and lecture People
and the Environment: A Geo-archaeological Approach to
the Yorkshire Wolds Landscape by Dr Cath Neal of the
University of York. Winter lecture meetings start at 7-30
p.m. and are held in the Department of Geography,
University of Hull Non-members are welcome to attend
but please arrive before the start of the meeting. If you
arrive late the building may be locked for security
reasons and you will not be able to get in, particularly if
we are using the first floor lecture theatres. If we are in the
ground floor lecture theatre you can knock on the window
and we will let you in.

Just one of the many lively questions and exchanges from
last year’s Heritage Open Day (HODS) event, in which
ERAS took part. It was very ably organised by Phil
Haskins of Hull Civic Society and ERAS had a table in
Trinity Square, where we had a pottery time-line game,
various artefacts to handle, books to buy and animal bones
to identify. One of Rod’s starter questions being – ‘Well,
is it a small bone from a large animal or a large bone from
a small animal?
ERAS was one of many exhibitors and live music was
used to draw people into what is nowadays a rather quiet
and somewhat neglected part of Hull’s Old Town. There
were garland dancers, a vintage pram display, spinners and
weavers, stained glass makers and other traditional craft
workers. The church had more exhibitors inside.
A sandwich lunch was provided for all the volunteers - a
small gesture, but it did make people feel appreciated, as
doing these publicity stands involves a lot of effort. We
were each given a ‘We took part in Hull HODS’ mug, by
the organisers. Pictured below are Rod Mackey, Richard
Coates and Sam Braham, who manned the stall, along with
Kate Dennett and Graham Myers.

Hull & East Riding Branch, the Historical Association
Thur. 22 March - The Golden Age of Buccaneering,
Piracy and Privateering, 1660-1783. Lecture by Dr David
J. Starkey of the University of Hull.
Venue: The Danish Church, Hull. 7.30pm. There is a small
charge, for non-members, but tea, coffee and biscuits are
generally available, after the lecture, in this small but
comfortable venue close to Ferensway, Hull city centre.
Battle of Towton Commemoration
Sunday 1st April - Towton Battlefield Society, Battle of
Towton Commemoration: Palm Sunday, 2012, Towton
Hall, Towton (near Tadcaster), North Yorkshire, 10am 4pm (guided walks start 9.30 am), admission £2.00. Living
history camp, traders & exhibitors, guided battlefield
walks, memorial service, combat demonstrations and
much more - fun for the whole family!
Introduction to Human Osteology
Thurs 14th June - The Department of Archaeology at the
University of Sheffield will be re-running its very
successful "Introduction to Human Osteology" short
course. This one-day course is suitable for those working
in outdoor occupations, the rescue services, field
archaeology and museums, or for anyone wanting a basic
taster course in human and comparative osteology. It is
taught by trained osteoarchaeologists with a combined
total of over 25 years practical and professional experience
in
both
the
field
and
the
classroom.
The course takes place in the Department on Archaeology
on Thursday 14th June. Places cost £98 per person. More
information about the course is provided on the web page
http://www.shef.ac.uk/archaeology/news/events/osteology
Places can also be booked via this link. Registration is now
open,
and
closes
on
Friday
8th
June.
If you would like any more information, please email
lauren at l.j.mcintyre@sheffield.ac.uk, or call our office on
0114 2222948.

10.35- 11.20hrs

Introduction to Lincolnshire
mortaria industries- MJD/KFH

11.20- 12.20hrs

Studying mortaria- the
practicalities- KFH

12.20-13.20hrs

Lunch

13.20-14.35hrs

Hands on practical- chance to
handle and study sherds, take
rubbings and look at the sherds
under the microscope with
guidance from KFH, MJD & PB
(with coffee and biscuits)

14.35-15.30hrs

Swanpool/Cantley/Catterick type
mortaria and other similar
industries- PB/MJD

15.00- 15.30hrs

Hands on practical with
Swanpool/Cantley/Catterick type
pottery

15.30-15.45hrs

Discussion, concluding remarks
and close

STUDY GROUP FOR ROMAN POTTERY

Mortarium Training Workshop- Saturday
5th May 2012
The Lincolnshire Archives, Lincoln
The SGRP will be running a day school to provide training
in mortarium research. The workshop will be tailored to
existing Roman pottery researchers or students looking to
develop a greater understanding of mortaria research.
The day will include a demonstration by Kay Hartley on
how to take rubbings and recommendations on how to
publish mortaria. A discussion of the Lincolnshire and
South Yorkshire industries will be included as a case
study. A large quantity of mortaria from these industries
would be available for study and for researchers to take
rubbings from for their own reference.
Specialist knowledge on the subject will be provided by
Kay Hartley, Maggi Darling and Paul Buckland. See below
for a draft programme. The meeting will be held at The
Lincolnshire Archives St Rumbold Street, Lincoln, LN2 5AB
(http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/residents/archives).
Programme
10.00- 10.30hrs
10.30-10.35hrs

Coffee and registration
Welcome

The meeting will be held in rooms at the Lincolnshire
Archive in Lincoln. The Archive building is a c.800m walk
from Lincoln station. Free parking is available at the rear
of the archive building. Tea and coffees will be provided.
The workshop will cost £65. An optional cold buffet lunch
can be provided at the cost of £6 per head or a number of
shops or restaurants are available in the vicinity. Please
contact Gwladys Monteil (gwladysm26@gmail.com) or
Ian Rowlandson (ian_row@yahoo.co.uk) to book. Places
will be limited to 30 participants.
Although this is an SGRP event, they always welcome new
members, so if you have an interest in Roman pottery, do think
about joining – you can learn a lot from other members.
Pictured below are Ian Rowlandson and Rod Mackey enjoying
hospitality at the 2008 SGRP conference at Cambridge
University.
Editor

ERAS DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wed 21 Mar

Lecture: Janet Spavold & Sue Brown.
Ticknall Pots & Potters. Research on a Derbyshire Pottery Industry.

Wed 4 April

Field Studies Meeting

Wed 18 April

AGM at 7.00pm, followed at 7.30pm by
Lecture: Stephen Rowland, Oxford Archaeology North.
The Archaeology of the Easington to Paul Pipeline.

Wed 2 May

Field Studies Meeting

Wed 6 June

Field Studies Meeting

Wed 4 July

Field Studies Meeting

Wed 1 August

Field Studies Meeting

Wed 5 Sepember

Field Studies Meeting

Wed 19 Sept

Opening lecture of the new season (usually a round-up of recent work in the region).

All lectures are held in Room S1 of Hull University’s Wilberforce Building, Cottingham Rd., Hull. At 7.30pm.
Members free, visitors £1. (You should, if all goes well, receive a newsletter with new programme card in September).
Field Studies meetings are at 7.30pm at St. Nicholas Community Centre, Holmechurch Lane, Beverley.
Contact Graham Myers on 07815 088573 for further details

I would like to join ERAS / renew my membership.
Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………....
………………………………………………………………………………… Tel ………………..……….……………
Email ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
I enclose a cheque made payable to ERAS for
£……………..
£5 (fulltime student rate, please state course and year)…………………………………………………………………….
£15 Ordinary member
£20 Family member
Please return form and cheque to the treasurer
Mrs Lesley Jackson, 24 St Stephens Close , Willerby. E. Yorks HU10 6DG

