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Doverley Txcavabions The invitation to poavticipsto

in excavations in Beverley putb.
cut ot Lhe AJ0.1, and in the last ncwsletler was tnken
up by over twenty archacological practitioners - ckill-
cd, memi-swilled and apprentice - seduced no daombt by
sromises of iawinent action. Patience, ol conrse,
gver remains o virtue and after a four month lapse
dormant dirmgers were finally piven the opportunity to
nibble their woy through the undergrowth and honoch o
nite into shape!  Thus begins the tale of Turk Lanc,
an everyday story of archacology. After protractedd
nesotistions the site adjocent Lo the Minstoer ~n its
south side has been secured for a neriod of six wonths
[or excavation by the Humberside Joint Archacological
Comaittee. Wobt to dwell upon the conditions under
which archaecological work has been allowed to proceed,
the uncbot is that only limitcd regources are avoilable
at present for the actunl ruaning ol the work. Ny
giving of their tise thercefore many members are al-
ready making o great contribution to the excavation,
The site ilaelf, you may recall, is poorly documentoed
and e conscquently something of an unkoown guantity
~rchaeolosically svcabing. Put it 1= difficult Lo dw-
agine such o locnalion unoccupied in the medicval prr-
i0d. WBxcavalion remains the one avepue of c¢rploration
onen to reveol comething of its history wintever thot
way be. At tne woment judsient i vescrved!  The
site ig being worhed six daye a week (Saturdnys T
resl, chop or write acwsletters!) and while werbors
are welcome to asaiat ot any time, F.R.A.S. cxcavalb-
ion talent is very much on dimplay on Sundays (070
start).  Tate din the secason though it i th ~ulwmn-
Al and vintry days ahead, the oite 1o there ond work

nroceeds,

The Tonb/Renilvorih Txecursion Not a gecond chinee Lo
y, bul o broict oo
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of a very successful day. TIf you do noet know tho
Tunt Roman fort at Baginton, near Coventry, it ig
well worth the effort to make its acquaintance on
your own. How much extra one can learn howcver from
pcrsonal guidance, such as that prwvid?d on the day
Ly Morearet Ryall, Coventry Muscums' Field Arghucu—
logist and one of the leading figures regsponaiblce
for the cxcavation and recongtructions at the fort,
quacnts rage in the archaeologicnl world on the
12 of reconstructions, but here with the gyrus,
the circular palisaded horse ring, is an example of
a recenstruction which has added enorwously to the
~tndy of this particular fort in providing palpable
,v»dcncc of the nature of this unusual and at precent
nnifgque feature of the Roman garrison in Britain,
“lithout the close palings reset in their 1900 year
~1d snckets, the clatter and reverberating ccho from
the centre of the ring could never have been fully
¢olded., From the reconstruction alone it can be
ccaonotrated how the din of battle could be gciuply
recreated by one or two individuals in order to school
horses for usce in warfare, much ag horscs today arce
schooled by the nolice force to rcuain dwporturbable
in the widst of the barbarian ululations of Saturday
shternoons!  The ‘oite wuscum housced williin the recon-
Ht!ﬂutcd oranary 1 an cxcellent bonus on the site
and naply des w)u(%] tf\u the thoughtiulness that has
boen anplied to the reconstructions.  The one omilssion
Iu"':z(;v:k;'i"r, quiclkly recalised, nre the fort 'I.ﬂ‘r'inu;.
(""he O?i‘]ﬂf\)tl~ul though ic a simple one: scanning
throuh the [inal publishced repoclt, it if qp)ﬂlbnt
that they were not locataed and crcovated,  Cold coum-
fovt, oo arrange your own vicit accordingly - stalf
1‘(1] ties woy not always be afforded the passging
~itort!) Az for Yenilworth, whoL con be saild?
r")' o honutiful, wara, rod sondstonc sponnding Dive
conturics of building [row Lhe twel th contury AD 1o
A dolipght to behold,  Tveryono on Bhe outing ciplored
ot their own pace eond soughtt out o foavourite corner
Le it ostableg, lherb serden or tedcontor'ts Gotcehouce,
A caovtoin unnescd lover of things sonitary inoisted
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unon a photographic record of herself hanging head-
long from a parderobe chute! The rcsult hasn't been
ceen, 5o the exposure may not have been right!  There
wags more to the trip, but the veil is now drawn. In
the 1ast ncwsletter when the outing was still in pro-
spect Keith Simcocl was congratulated for putting :cuch
promising plans together., The thanks are now redoubl -
cd after the event which was so enjoyed by all present.

Museun Noteg John Rumsby writes During this sumucr
a late Roman coin hoard was discovered
by a farmer in a field near Barrow-on-Humber, South
Humberside, Luckily Ren Whitwell of the Humbcrsgide
Archacological ""nit was quickly on the scene, and a
total of 193 coins were recovered, These coing are
silver giliquae, in beautiful condition. They range
in date from the issues of Constantius II (337-61) to
Arcadius (383-408), and were probably deposited in the
mid-390's. The largest number of any one reign was
43, of Valens (564-78), the unfortunate emperor killed
by the Goths at the Battle of Adrianople. The hoard
also includes three contemporary forgeries of Julian TI
(7260-63), called the Apostate or the Philosopher, acc-
ording to one's theological viewpoint., The Barrow
hoard has been declared Treasure Trove and deposited
with the British Museum who, having retained some of
the coins, are putting the remainder on the market,
giving local museums first refusal. At the moment
Hull Muscum, among others, 1s negotiating to purchase
some of these fine coins, and hopefully they will be
on display in late autumn., They will complement Hull's
other late Roman silver hoard of over 200 siliquae and
other denominations from South Ferriby (see Hull Mus-
eun_Publications No. 188). T

Reports Meeting Don't miss the start of the new lect-
uce programme on September 26th., To
explain for the benefit of new members, the Reports
Meeting began life as a review of the season's excav-
ations and field activities undertaken by or in closne
assoclation with Society members Lessg direct involve-
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ment recently has led to a wider cast of the net and
attempts are now made to familiarise the Society with
the archaeology of our area, in so far as thils feas-
ible in the context of a single evening's mecting.,
This year the net is wide indeed and four contribut-
ions are promised, including two from North Tincs. (or
5. Humberside if you must). John Dent will be bring-
ing us up to date with recent events at the Iron Age
cenetery, Wetwang, and other operations in his care;
Peter Armstrong will review the early weeks of Lurk
Lane, Beverley; the two south bank offerings are from
Ren Whitwell who will reveal all concerning the dis-
covery and significance of the Barrow coin hoard, and
from Glyn Coppack who will outline the results of
this season's excavations at Thornholwe Priory. A
varied evening of archaeology in store! With so much
to include a prompt start is required: 7.30pm, Ferens
Art Gallery, Sept. 26th.

An archaeological recession? Guardian rcaders may
recall an article pub-
lished in the issue of August 13th last., It was writ-
ten by Dr. John Hunter, secretary of RESCUE and lect-
urer in Archaeology at the University of Bradford,
and spelled out the implications for archaeology of
the recent Government spending cuts. For those who
nissed it a resumé may not be out of place here, draw-
ing as it does our attention to the recurring problem
of under-financing in British archaeoclogy. Dr. Hunter
forcibly points out that Britain's famed archaeolog-
ical heritage is so threatened by the cuts that it may
be dealt a fatal blow. Motorways, urban rencwal, min-
ing and developed agricultural technologies have des-
troyed our past at an alarming rate. The Government,
through ites Ancient Monuments Inspectorate in D.o.E.,
hag an oblication to prescrve our heritace, but the
Treasury a2llocation remaings inadequate.  From £0,5
4i1lion in 1972 to£2.8mi1llion in 1973/79 when inflat-
ion 1y taken into account repregscents l1iltle real grov-
th in socnding, Scotland's total [nnding from o11
sonrces thls year is only £0.5williou, and here the
procpect is grim.  Dr. Hunter hags oo word to say for
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the professionals in the job: 1600 salaried people
wor's full-time in archacology, of which total less
than 400 hold established posts. The rest uust end-
urc the uncertainty of renewable annual contractc.

The moratorium on recruitment is particularly serious
coming now at the period of most activity in the field.
The phasing out of temporary employment schemes, which
has added £1.2millions to the funding overall, will
have a very serious effect upon output too. The 200
University graduates in archaeology stand little chan-
ce of employment in this climate. The cuts which will
affect archaeology, says Dr. Hunter, will not be temp-
ered by a proportional cut in the very threats which
nrofessional archaeologists are employed to meet,

The prospective losses are now "phenomenal and irret-
rievable leaving a national asset totally wasted and

a general public deprived of part of ite inheritance.
The permnnence of that loss to our understanding of
the past sets the plight of archaeology apart from

the other arts where cancellations or deprivations

do not drive as destructively to the core of the sub-
ject as they do in rescue archaeonlogy. Will future
cencrations, asks Dr. Hunter, level accusations of
cultural vandalisu against the political masters of
today. (Actually Dr. Hunter is a little more speci-
fically personal than that and cites Mrs. Thatcher

as the object of our children's fury!) IMis parting
words of foreboding are that the present measures run
the "risk of producing a society without a nmewmory"....
Strong stuff indeed, and without putting too fine =o
point on the politics of the article there is a gen-
uine cause for concern at the present time. The temp-
orary employment schemes have indecd rescued rescue
archaenlogy over the last few years and without theuw

a shrinkage in operations is inevitable, and noone

can fail to recognise the implications of a reduction
in archaeological work which has never been abhle to
keep adequate pace with the destruction of sites even
at its most buoyant times. T.ocal authorities will

be even harder pressed now than ever to contribute
financinally to archaeology which will add to the
problem overall. What to do? Society's like our own
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should heed the warning and ought not be indolent

at such a time. The direct involvement of the amateur
in rescue archaeology has been maintained in many
areas, and the associations between professional and
amateur must Be strengthened further for the good

of archaeology as a whole, perhaps as Dr. Hunter might
say for its very survival. E,R.A.S. members are by
definition interested in archaeology. If that inter-
est extends to real concern, then this should be voic-
ed at every opportunity. Go forth and make a noise!
(If you are interested in RESCUE, or the junior wing
Young Rescue, details of membership may be had by
writing to RESCUE, The British Archaeological Trust,
15a Bull Plain, Hertford Herts., SGl4 1DX.)

Books TReconmended reading would have been a happier
section hending but it secms that noone is
prepared to admit to their personal recading practices
Information required please! The following therefore
are really only titles, new and not so new, that you
may like to know of. Comments are made as possible,
but otherwise no promises are made rcgarding content
or value, Routledge and Kegan Paul's Britain before
the Conquest series will include this month John
Wacher, The Coming of Rome (1979) at £7.50, covering
the first two centuries of Roman rule. Other titles
already published in the series are Lloyd Laing, Cel-
tic Britain £6.95; Lloyd and Jennifer Laing, Anglo
Saxon Fngland £6.95; and forthcoming are Lloyd and
Jennifer Laing, The Origins of Britain; and Stephen
Johnson, Later Roman Rritain, Two books which T can
recommend for the newcomer (and indeed the not-so-
newcomer) to archaeology are David Miles, An Intro-
duction to Archaeology (1978) at £4.95 from Ward Lock,
which is a really up to date general intro. very
nicely written and produced (dust jacket design ex-
cepted!); and an old standby now in its fifth edition,
ney and revised, Tric Wood, Collins Ficld Guide to
Archaeology in Britain (1979) at £6.50., Also nice
to have are the neat and reascnably priced handbonoks
in the Shire Archaenlogy serics, nine in all now:
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Tegllie Grinscell, Barrows in Fngland and Waloﬁ £1.50;
Aubrey Burl, Prehistoric btunu Circles £1.2 53 Richard
Bagshawe, Roman Roads £1.50; David Johns ton, Rouwan
Villas £1.50; Nancy Langmaid, Prehistoric DOEETtl
“1.29; Vivian Swan, Pottery in Roman Britain ©1,29;
David Kennett, Anglo Saxon Pottery £1.25; Jeremy
Hagslam, Medieval Pottery in Britain ©1.25; Wancy
Langmaid, Brongze Age Metalworl in Fngland and Wolcegs
£1.00, They are available by post (include 25p for
p&p) from Shirc Publications, Cromwell House, Church
Street, Princes Risborough, Aylesbury, Bucks. Anoth-
er poody for the practical minded is Philip Barker,
Techniques of Archaeological Bxcavation (1977) from
Batsford at £8.05 hardback and £4.75 pancrback.

Clay pipes remain a perennial source of interest and
fascination it ceems and a new volume in the rapid-
fihre British Archaeological Reports Series, No, 635
(1979), is part 1 of "The Archaeology of the Clay
Tobacco Pipe", part 1 being "Britain: the Midlandsg
and Fasbten Fngland” edited by Peter bhavey., 1o less
a fipgure than our very own Careth Wati-ins, the Hunb-
ergide Archaeonlogical Unit's Pottery Researcher, is
a contributor to this weiphty volume with a Typology
of Hull Pipcs., Very informative he ig too, provid-
ing a form and shane tynology as well as a list of
makers compiled from documentary sources. TLocal
devotees of the subject will find this and the other
articles esnential reading and noone will fail to

be intrigued by the scope of the study., £8,50 isn't
cheap, but Chricstuwas ia coming! Available from PLALLR,
122 Banbury Road, :xford, post free, Whilst on the
subject of price, a facsiwmile volume of Saumucl Buclk's
an“k"]n e Sketehboolk in Timited cdition in be ding prep-

red ot £18 (plus £1.10 v&p) by Walelicld Mistorical
Publjxnrbions, c/0 Seckar House, Scclkar Lane, Wooley,
Wake field, W, Yorhka, Ovor 200 gketches of town pro-
spects including Beverley, Knarcsboroupgh, TLecds,
Yarm, etc., drawvn by this architectnral drwu hto
250 years ago arc prefaced by a "scecholarly 1ntv‘~
duction by Dr. Tvon Hall', hz2hpp in 2ll, Sounds n
nice present, ™ approxiuately the seuc subject
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Arastrong, Troaditional i ldinge - Accessible to the
Public to boe publiched on Sept. 27th 1970 by W.T.
Tablishing Ttd., Tnast Ardslcy, Walioficld, W. Yorks.,
at £4.95. The bnok 15 cuide to swall, old - mainly
medieval — cnttages, [armhousesn and comaunal build-
inga in Tneloand, Wales and Scotland which are ensily
viatited, Two C.B.A. Regearch Reports which ought to
intorest wany are R. Tall(cd.), "Viking Age York and
the Torth", C,D,A. Rescarch Report 27 (1.978); and
Alon Abers(ed.), "edieval Monted Sites'™, C.D.A.
negearch Report 17 (1.978). oth at £6.00 are navail-
able fron the Council for Bitish Archneology, 112
Kennington Road, Tondon am]l 6RE. The HNational Mar-
itime Mumeums Archnacological Series and Monocraphs
ay also be of interest: B,V.Wricht,"The Morth Ferr-.
ihy Noats", Monosraph 25, at £2.00, for exuaple,has
local appeal. Tists are available from the Bookshop,
Motionnl Maritiae Museun, Greenwich, London SE10 ONI'.
A now title sounding prowising 1 P.H.Sawyer, From
Pomnan Oritain to Morman Fngland (1979), » history
panerbaclk frow Methucn At €£,.95, Also written as a
history vather than an archnenlopgical appraisal is
a nice rendy new volume, H.H.Scullard, Roman Britain
Outpost of the Tmpire (1979) from Thames and Hudson
At £5,95, Many familiar old photos appenr in it but
it i pleasant to peruse and is full of information
casily absorbed - a good history as one would expect
frorn such a good historian. An cxcellent one for
nedievalints to look out for is Colin Platt, The
1in;1ish Medievol Town (1076), frowm Martin Seclker and
T-rbury (cannot casily locate the price, but whatever
it is5 it ds worth every penny!) And finnally for now
A new onc Irom the Worth-Tast, D.A.Spratt(ed.), The
Avchacolopy of Cleveland (1979) published by the
i adlesbrough Boroush Council.

and someshat wore available in price forms is J

Pool s - an afterthought  The aforcmentioncd Arch-
acnlogy of Cleveland title

me to ay notice in a way which has stimnlated brain

cn
patterns, A copy wns kindly sent by one of our wemb-

[
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crs, Mrs., Crouther, who lives in Guisboroupgh. Tt

was Mrs. Crowther who unwittingly provided the otin-
ulugs behind F.R.ALS. News in the first place by len-
tatively sugpesting some time ago the di stribution
of lecture summarics for ont of town members il
hersel 0.0 Unwittingly arain perhaps she way have
ctarbed sometbhing olsel But this is un to you. Vith

archacological or site puide literature 1¢%(Unmdjsnl.
A wind of Adult Td.-style Book Pox. Thisggnot, T hao!
en to add, an entircly new idea. A similor schoue
sperated once before under the aegis of Hull Museun:s,
The collection envisaped could not obviously be conp:
rehensive, but it might serve a use ful purpose oud
provide a service particularly for younger membors
perhaps. A little quict reflection way 11luminate
the possibilities. Contributions will be necded -
not cash but books, pauphlets, suides (buy an cxbre
one for W.R.A.S. next time you are at Mount Grace,
Fountains, Chedworth or Vindolanda) = and the whole
venture will neod to be orsanised and conrdinated

by an Hon. Librarian. Any thoughts yourself on the
wntter? More of this in due course perhaps, but
action, as in all things practical, is of the e nenc
and with the giving season 500n to be upon us, who
would care to follow Mrs. Crowthert's lead?

Vilings in Tondon  I'ron February 14th to July 20th

1980 the Pritish Muscuu will be
staging an exhibition on The Vikingo. Popularisoed
50 much recently by archaecolopical cvents in Yorl
this promises to be particularly well viasited.s A
society outing in prospect porhann?

The Journal The forthcoming volume

ing Archocologist, Wo. b,
other of the Mull 01d Town Reports, Mivcavations in
Chapel Tone Staith", by Brian Ayers et al.  The nmon
neeripl is with the printers now and o publication
date in October is anticipateds




-1 -

There's mwore to excav-
ation thaun careful par-
ing with o trowel. Ast any voluntecr, or better still
witnegn thene sceneo of mechanical mayhem conjured

by David Dawers, con of Jean, whore dutiecs during his
recent mix weeks ngs a volunteer on the Coppergate
site in York have that unmistokable ring of reality
and first-hand experience ... "The Puup (required to
lkeep a well clear) - start cranking the handle, five
minutes later realise that machine isn't switched on.
Roctify; pump storts working and procecds to eject
wolbeor from o leahky pipe. Stop pump and wmop up mess.
Spend day attempting to prevent oil leakages from
conbaminating sniples wanted for radio-carbon dating.
The Diecnel Hoiast - let the buckets dovn too fast and
cable npwinds all over gite. Stop for hall an hour
to rewind, S5it by the hoict to roisce four buckets
of spoil ot o time from the excavation levels below.
Transfor them to duwper truclk., The Dumper Truck -
there mnchines are a siennce in wot weather., Having
£i1lcd once up with spoil, have to go and find a staflf
momber with o driving licence and beyg him to come and
cmoty it. Drives furiously up wel ~lipprery duwp.
Attempts to tip load which han usunally settled to

thie bLacl relfusing to budpe. Wheels spray cveryone
with Tiquid wud.  Sccurce services of olher volunteers
to oit on front odre and vock to and fro to eoflecct
tioning. Tinally ~uplied, the duaper rejularly ref-
uses to bacl doun the spoil heap.  Stuck. Call aite
workors Lo ansiet gith o vush, cover thewm with a uni-
Tory devnosit of olime, Mol 211 da sud and despond-
ancy of cource, »n milded pin found whils wel sieving
briglitens the dnay. And discursionas and comradeship
vhichh go with the tea breo-ls and cwamer eveningn
adadad to the enjoysont of working on this pgreat
Viking aiteln

Copnerpate: an inside story

T
e

Pro-Conquost Yorkchire 5o LitTod ic o weeliend reog-

) 1dentinl course at the ClLif-
ton Motel ) Scarborouch, from Friday 1.th Oct. to Sun-
dnay Lhth Oct, 1270, arvangsed by the Departnent of
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Al tdneabion, University of Tall, in o socination
Silh e Hictoriceol Ascocintion (Hutl DranchY.  Tn

heeLweon eating ond slacping the Lecture preorn
oo oconquest Selttlewaent din Yorishivo! (vo
Do oauyer), "Anglo-Savon Miotorion: in Vorl~tir-n

.. et
r )

(twof. R.V-ouchoen), "Anclo-Savon Art in Vortiehdeot
(bv. Tod.oroola), "Place-MNaaes in Anclo=Savon Torli-
hiren (Prol, W Dlalke), ond "he Torls Vibdng Fing-
Jou™ (Lo, AT Ddinns) . Also dncludod dooa bun ovenro-
o o the Yale of Piclieries,  The 21l-dnclusive
chioae s 225,70 and booltin s chould be in no Iator
Lo ot 0Oct,  Anoltication Forus Croa: The Adcind -
Lealive OFcdicor, Departient ol Adult Bducotion, Uni-
Ve ily arf 1, 195 Gottingha Road, Tll,

Enov gonr Timits

Iires Ann Alovonder has written ool
iciting Tioiv AL wecanorat welp din
e e rch dnto parisih, Lownchio, wnnor, ote.,

hoand arics of Yorleshirvoe,  Yorliins oo ~he do with

Joeon be Patourel ond othero Toacstee thie e hart of
Lhee YoAL 9, Parich Toundary Survey.,  Mro Alcxonder
vonbd it to know of any priunlod or monucceript hound-
ary abecoriptions of Maore or Voo oay date™. TD you
Lhiinl, you can offer arcicsloned in providinge cuch in-
Formabion, youn mny cars Lo conbach Ve Alo-andsy A r-
colly o Lhe aoddrens 30 14 Voor Poarle Tount, Teods

.
Yort onthe map aoodn "alce o Wi torienl Publicat-
Pows are arran: g, an o bib-
Fonin Yorls entitled P opl of Chriastopher Sovton,

v

Fiivabothan Mapanbor™ opening at the beginuing of
Movonber for an unconeci ficd neriod,  The ovidbition

i Lo be held dn the Pincbor Tibroarvy, Doeanes Parle (on
Lhe north oide ol the Dincter), amd odmiogiom Jondny
Lo Priday Qo - Ypin 10 Iree,  The occneion 1o the
HOOth anwiversary ol the mablication of Savlon',
Atlns of Taolich and Weloh countios, Lias 10 the
Frat to cuarvey »nd map thew.  More o Lo ood ol
pothape 4 the iml tancovue Tauachin s of ", ff. AL
new Pigdbed cdition "Ohrdio Lo chicr Bavton: el Llon
cirpan e (g e on by the way, v 900 ovo= mbliealioon

et - T " .
Arelo- bR i on o wit ) conbad g Savben olorial
oy ,



Lot fuor for the [irvet time, aad o100 dine
el cition 1570 Atlaa and oo nunber ol
RIS & seriot wops Aand suarveys, and

..v‘.‘! ',_\'} .

Are. noalosy payol DA yow Ttouw (Cheistopher Tatbon

o Atdnt't, and neitbor diad T unkil o
Tort i ht aen?l) bhint bLhoe Archrenlorsy Scotion of the
Tational Vonmeonts Rocord (Lhe Royal Comuicaion on
Ti~tborical “onnacnta) will nctu=2lly »Hny for meammred
raoor aites cubadtted by loead

(1L the lorepoing is the
conY e thot they only pay €2 per drozing.  And in
apite of hot yow aany be thinking, the boclk of a
matenbor vard sty 1o not the kKind of ~ite dravinge
thie Cowiraion hoo din wind!  The sbtandnrd of accept-
Aability ia hisgh., Dot on reflection, who would be
a0 hoare s to be draun by the vroepect of fnancial
poin dnto risiding perwonent injurvy vocording a derel-
ilet crvell frape, or bLeing moreilessly taflfetied by
int o and hail striding over buabn 1a the Jandicape
ith woasured trend? That 10 £2 will kecep you in
pencile Por oA vholo wvock or serve g o dovn-payient
on -~ bottle of ink? T should have thought the ima-
artnlity aflorded to one whose worlis are lodged in

nalionnl arehive would be dncontive onoush!

Whils on the topic of [Meldvork - and it renlly is
to be encourn od ot JSociety level, Ior we con do
wuch = bhoro who hnve alrendy indicated their dinter-
cobodin proup Dieltdyork (Bbrough the channel of an
cartior questionnsdire) 4110 be kept indormed of nloang
for the winter,  Mew mombors ~iallarly angious to
be out -mad »bout Ctrowpins the fields and othervise
ctudying the Wast Riding land-cape should contact
the TTon, Srcerotary.

curyoey-oo of bl ding

il nrtare?  The Lad newn

I






