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The Newsletter There have been several attempts in

the past to circularise members with
information on something like a reasonably regular
basis, most notably in the days when the massed rank
of Hull Museums' secretarial staff could provide the
necesrary typewriter-time. Nevertheless, undaunted
by a historical patchwork of original succecses and
subsequent failures, and fearless in the face of
secretarial adversity, ERAS News is hereby launched!
Intended as a quarterly newsletter its aim will be
to keep all members informed Hf Society business and
activities, to provide summaries of lectures, to
draw attention to events, courses or meetines which
have an archaeological content, and generally to
communicate with members, particularly those vho ars
unable to attend Society mectinzs in the winter
months. In this your Hon.Secretary, donnins the hnt
of Hon.News Editor, eraves.your su»nort., It will be
apparent that a newsletter can only be as zond as
its newsgathering process. Plcase help to make it
as informative and lively as possible with your
suggestions and contributions. One individusl can-
not pretend to be conversant with all the notential
material for inclusion. 8o please heln!. “ithout
Jour support Number two may be thinner, Wuimiber three
less interesting, and Humber four non-existent!

Secretary's Report 1972 Mr Chairuan, it is a source
of great pleasurc that your

Secretary finds himgelf in the hanpy rosition of
having to acknowledge the efforts of others in the
running of Society affairs.

Guest Spealkers this year have been rceruited by
‘r John Ruiasby and Mr Dere: Gore who ably ccured, I
think you will agree, a balanced priograime; of
lectures. An imbalance of attendance Lay beycnd
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in sortiag out covenanted subscriptions and of Miss
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on uc:mnr1 eight score or umore

must not pass unrecognised mcre-
1y because such work docs not command immediate at-
tention, - ®9r herein lies hapviness for a Secretary.

The uucuﬁmion to Beamish Hall and Durheam in May,
incorpaen = the statutory yet ever unorchestrated
mystery. tour wﬁth)nt which no outing would be comp-
lete, was ~nother non-secretarial function owing its
2d

und)u*t succegs b Mrs Hanby. And 16 LSl
Simcoci's hond that plans have already been laid for
the forthconing cxcursion this summer.

Keith Siwcock indeed should be decorated for her-
yism above and beyond the call of Society membership
for ww“ﬁn~ mt of .coodness nows which pocket a
beautifully illugtrated lecture on Mycenaean civil-
LSﬁtlun to pluy the breach in the programme caused
vy the inopportune illness of Dr Joan Taylor. Dr
Taylor, mewmbers will be pleased to hear, is now ful-
ly recovered and has agreed to deliver her paper on
Yessex Gmldror on February 27th next.

Membership, it is also pleasing to report,
but only sarginally from 155 to 170
are waranly welcoied
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cendeavour to encourage even more newcomers to the
Society. To this end the judicious insertion of the
new promotional lenflet betwecn pases two and three
of our workmates' tabloids cseems to me to be a wholly
legitimate tactic in the drive toward a greater cul-
tural fulfilment for our fellows.

The Society excavation at Brough has revealed more
of the extra-mural settlement of the Roman town, but
much remains unanswered, Site work wasn greatly pro-
longed this year, from May to December ("nd that's a

long, long time!) This was partially a conscauence
of a disappointingly small digging team, small in
numbers that is but big in heart! An’ partizlly

through uncertainty as to the future availasbility of
the area for excavation. Apologies must here be ex=-
tended to those members who had good coausc to ontic-
ivate group fieldwalking originally »lanned for the

winter months, which had to be postponcd in view of

the extended digging season. With hindsipght, however,
this winter is best left to memory, bein: it 9nly

for the vigorous promotionl of armchair srchac’logy.

Good food, drink'8nd company - not ne ~;wrily in

that order - are proven antidotes to winter iepress-
jion, and all, I think, were to be had at the Society
dinner in February held at the University. The new

departure for this annual event of 2n informal buff-
et and 'bar was enjoyed by over fifty meubere and by
our guest speaker, Peter VWenham, whn braved saow-
drifts to share with us the selected ueioirs of a
digeing man.

Yhilst on the subject of departures, the
and its Committee will mise the
(quite literally 45 miles each
*ore, who has within the

Shcietly

anthusissiiiand SdBEVE
way Y 6L MriDerek
month departed Mull Museuuns
to take up a new post closer to his qc“““”rﬂnfh home
at Filey. Mr Gore's stimulation of “”"H‘GWW zisalk
interest ati Senior School level in the jm:ng will
be sadly missed and we wﬁﬂh B aiiel s

Resignations somewhat more predictaiile arc those
which occur once cvery %hrCﬁ yeerg whenonn pringinal
cfficers are reguired by eonstitution o nesin



Ll coamiesionsse Heavyrof ‘heart and moist of eye
wgeanet hiel thos . Fromithe helehlis = fdl e ventlest
agriblounyi o~ oand o enbtrust to others the iroom at
the top. But it is with a genuine and not felgned
affection and gratitude that we must thank on the one
hand »ur outzgoing Chairman, Professor Bernard
Tsnninssyofor hig =ilirand concern; higtencourage~
went and humour in the handling of meetings and com-
uittees (for which latter he yet remains a nominee);
andon - the.other Mr Jack Robinsg,who after a full
six years first as Chairman and then as Vice-Chair-
man, ‘ig with that characteristic diffidence yet det-
craination of o»urpose retiring to the renks, electing
to make room £or another wmenber on Committee. Gent-
lemen, {ar your tiams, your commitment and your ener-
glegy wo fthank y;u bwth most warmly.

gund-finally, Mr airman, at the risk of outstaying
ny welcome on the _wptLum, I stand before the assem-
bled throng today thes fifth incumbent of the noble
office 9f Hon,B8ecrela and the most recent excavat-
oo fthe stratified yosits of the Minute Book
wiichichronicles the “i“htoﬁﬂ years of this Soclety's
history, T cravs indulgence for there d8,4WF feel,
amoral to . from the recollection of those

heady days in 1 and their culmination, the pres-
entation ‘of the first ever Secretary'ls Report at the
first evaor Annual General Meeting on 10th January

1962, 146 members hzd lsunched themselves into the
new venture and had been rewarded not by lectures
alone, and nnt at all by sumptuous dinners, excurs-
iong or publications at that early stage, but by
archaeology. wo Society excavations, modest enough
perhaps, at Mzlton and Littlethorpe had been under-
taken. Somc membersg were also involved with other
excavations 2t Swine, Barmston, Lockington and Whar-
ram Percy. Two mcabers were conducting their own
cxcavations -~ Ken McMahon at the Priory in Beverley,
Rodney Vackey digging ditches at Easington (or, are
he miht perhaps prefer to recall it, putting arch-
aeolozicnal gections across Nomano-British linear
features at Tasington). The existence of the Tyche

mosaic pavement at Brantingham had been confirued by
Society originated investiczations that first year,
and a rescue excavation culminating in ite 1lifting
wag soon to follow. Halcyon days? Dr were those yet
to come? Either way, with the passapge of time and
like the citizens of Rome in the days of the Necpub-
lie, perhaps we should take benefit from being ever
mindful of our rootsy i For my part I should be happy
to share in a general resolve to reposition firaly
the letter A in B.RiA.5«, as the Society marchés
ateadily on behind its improved standard of living.

June Excursion Wull details of an excuneion to the

Lunt Roman Fort, Baginton (ngar Cove
:ntry) and Kenilworth Castle on Saturday 2Z0th June
are encloged. This promises t2 be a splendid day
out, and at a ridiculously low cost! The or~ raniser,
Yeith Simecock, ds toibeidcongratulatsd for putting it
all together s¢ admirsbly. It promices tao be a pop-
ulap: trip;so réeturn: the tear«ofl slipito Xeith as
snon as possible to secure your place. Any further

e

suggestions for a second excursion this year??

sxcavations in Beverley An opportunity cxists for
neibers to lend their very valuable support to an

excavation programme in DBeverley. A proposed hous-~
ing scheme south of the Minster in Lurk Lane has
nrompted the need for archaeological examination of
the area which is something of an unknown guantity,
Pre-reformation ecclesiastical bulldings misht be
anticipated - only excavation is likely to »nrovide
an answer to the nature of the undurljlng condition
of an area occupied by allotmesnts for a considerable
part of its more recent ﬂl:ter. The worlk:'is o be
directad by Peter Armestrong (not . as Hon.Secid butias
H.duhn@oiiead Offioer g anndrdbnthéoprecentitiinesno
funds are available to fqnancc thoisxecavatdony Socw- ;
iety members have a significant, if not a osriuary
L

roled kol playntheveforetin Cabting vbHdnp s urder: way.
Thnoge whonwould dikes torheln out die Beme by Whauneh
wev Hrograuine of QrChﬂO;LWfiCﬁj excavation ¥ Bome



in'order that
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nselves Knoun
put in-hand.

Something of & tease this
sectiony  I'u afraid.’ Sadly
to continue the Cave Road site
hecause of a change of land own-
goes with it. "This is great
4“canno1ntxb t, i vbicu*“rly as the potential of the
gitelik 80 ﬁ?cﬁt. Howsver I'have little doubt that

o |

we ghall return in due course. In the meantime on-
erationz in Beverley will inevitably kecp itchy
trowe busy. Bubt there ig more to'Brough than
CuaveiNnad nloqL and another sgite north of Welton
Doad oy be 3 nble for at least a trial excavat-
1Loni=Ingg are in hand and something this

_l

year uoy bu ﬁ>u, bple, i As with the Cave Road site,
the e"~c+ nature o~f the area is unclear, but inhum-
~tion *wv atg sad the five pigs of lead (the latter
on ghowr ’1' wiz) have come from hereabouts,
Anyone 1th the Beverley wori will get to
Enew by wwogress Jor this mitey i otherwise

&
yatehithils spage!

Mharraii Percy A day.school jointly run by Hull Un-
ivergityd b AdultiFducation:Depts vand

levforishirs Rdocation Departuentientitled #The 'De-
serted Villoge ' of Whorran Percy and research on the
histopy ol the Baglish vidlage: will dbecheld on:Sat,
2lstvdulysati theiMorton Cenktrer for Adult Tducation
and’ on ‘thesWharran egite Atselfy " With: Maurice
Repesfordoand John Murst asitutors you can expcct
the definitive account, Course fee is £3.50. Get
a fori with Turther detalls from the Dept. of Adult
Fducation, 195" Cottingham ' Road, "Hull, Certainly a
date for your dw'“ lcs - act now! '

Read any good books lately? It occurs to me that
we can all benefit fron

exchanging notes and recommendations for reading,

against Roume ADGO (Patsford

ot

Howsdyoh o ‘ClRamor redn tivaily ree i Ay
on with? | A abesolute must for: tho nrehasnle
history of our area is Herman Ramm, Tho
worth 1978, £3.95, in the Pesples ol
gerics), Bssential rocading for the Lun

sion i= Graham Webster, Boudica The Triti

1’,’7 ). n“u,"'.-

. Beverley Lby-vas

for & five star lecture in next year's oroirauine
with ‘Aubrey Burl, Prehistoric Avebury (Yalc 1073,
SRR Y, snd dostgilorpebithe heny ~athbrYs Wb ondile
icent Stone Circlez of the British Isles (¥Yalc 1976,
=12.00), A splendidly producsed boox ors uony
arch"eologic~1 threads together for the amcdievel
veriod is Colin Platt, Medicval Enpgland A Socinl
History and ArcnﬂOJW 2y from the Conguest to 1670 AD

: e
(HJUV“thG and Teran Panl 7“7u, A

DL Tor .Tirﬁ

nameenthusiastel argaret Gelling, Signaias
Past-Place Twae: and the History of Ban-Toang
Dent 1078, £6.50). Wot yet published

1y {and you can’ sct your order dn now
inckndiha Bileiey by the bublishers siVoli
ogophical Society, The 'Lodge, Museunsg G
ig Tapm Stoad, The Arras Culture, an npda
ely new revision of Dr Stead‘ts _:;g;nﬁ‘,u1cuvuﬁ of

Fastern Yorlkshire. celect=
fon Lnen, but ncrno_ e can kegn
0ldliandinew titles ﬂ?i&;, it At
1@ now.
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Congstruction work on the reglief

o d south of Beverley has already
begun. The route, narticularly in the Woodmansey
area, coincides with archaeological fedtures knovn
from air survey, and the recovery of any information
relating to possible Iron Age occupation pattorns,
for instance, would be most important. John Dunt'
team at Wetwang Slack will be trying to keep 2 pro-
fessional eye on the procecdings but will no A-ubt
be gtretched geographlcoally sneaking v othor <=
wlitmentg, Soclety members, to whow the riute will

be somewhat more accesalble more oftcu,cnn therefore

.
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greatly assist the watching brief by taking a more
than pascing interest in the contract work. If you
arc able to cstablish any kind of contact with the
roadbuilders, if you can keep a watchful eye on the
procecdings making notes on your observations or ret-
rieving archacological material which may come to
light, this would be a tremendously valuable service.
This indeed is the kind of job a Society like ours
should be doing wheresoever in our area the ground

is being disturbed, be it town or country. On a more
ceneral. note o field section for more detailed re-
scorch a2long these lines could be established, if
there azre ensugh willing hands (or more likely feect).
Perhaps some inforual meetings to help familiarise
members with the type of features and material likely
to bo encountered would be an idea. Any takers?

Horkeotwr Anpenl -~ the finished product You may re-

: call that the
Society comtributed £100 to the Hull City Council's
Horkstow Appeal Fund back in 1974 in order to help
secure this unique mosaic for Hull Museums, Not only
hag this been achieved but now five years on a fine
new #allery, in which the pavements figure and which
covers the hiztory and archasology of the Romans in
hast Yorichire, has just been opened. And a splendid
wieco of work it is too, 'If you haven't wisited the
excellcnt now addition to the Mugeums! display arca
! via the existing Nomen Mosaic gallery)

(avprooched
then dontt letwerdit ony longer to do go. 4:After all,
youhel ped o sy for 1hld

asg 1t on! Do you lknow of someone” who wicht like
tododnothe (Soclety? o n s @nevnption
son et aulshiseone ol ol hol fhrootional Teaf=
sefmenborsiip applications dmsencloced gnithis
ing for you'to drop discreetly into the aporopr-

Yod, o The Societyts tood heplih and “futurc rests
s ofen eaundipnehhorshioo shetidnyt it iiron et ol
oot Pntunaet ol woun ot del o moetovalluable vontr-
1 bngdion ok only to the MyRJAS bt te ‘the ‘arehao-

ology of our arca, bdbecansc the moro
an active and dAnforited intercst
better we shall be able to cone uith
which are increasingly put upnn

2

Tecture Sumiliary "Chariot Racing in Humberzide?H: s
John Rumsby (13th A»ril)
Apart from 1iterary dources, ‘evidencs I thotios
nan sport of chariot racing can be g3l

aic pavement designs, carvings on carcophasgi nnd fr-
iczes, lamp motifs, etc, Two-horse charist (bigze)
racing was known in Greece by 10C0BC and has ShALH

igings, like gladiatorial combat, in funeral 7
and religious ceremonial. Four-horse (gundrig
charioteering was included ian the Olympic G n
the 7th century BC. The 1000ft long hippodrouc at
Delphi was built in 446BC. ' .

Rome's adoption of the sport was through the Greck
colonies or via BEtruria, and the'Circus Faxix the
largest and oldest of Rome's circuses, e
from a natural site, with Tarquinius Priscus adding
wooden seatling. Caesar was the firzt to cibelliesh
with stone, and later euperors added to it until 31T
was capable of secating 260,000,

The central reservation (spina) was marled by turne
ing points (metae) at caoch end, Tbelichs [rom the

£ 3%

Hegyptian world provided additional decoration to

those features., From mosaics it can be seen that
woonden egpe and dolphins on the gping were uczd as
lap markers, the one being removed gingly, the othor
tipped up as each of the laps in a race werc compl-
cted. A

The competitors, originally men of hi h ranl:, bes=
came professionals as time went on, many of then sle=
aves and many becoming hero figures ian populnr egt-
cem, and indeed vory rich. e Diceles in the 2nd
century AD took part in 1500 raccs during his carear
and accumulated 35 million sesterces in prize moncey.

Fntry to the races for the pooulnce was {reo, and
religious procensions preceded the nction, Tight,
small-wheoeled chariots were used which pogsibly had

e ¢
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wicker coachworls, The horses, some of which becanme
great crowd favourites, were five-year olds - mares
and stallions The charioteers wore protective clo-
thing to a ertﬁwn degree - crash helmet and leather

corselet. The reins were secured around the driver's
yaist and a whip was employed. Races were contested
between the four racing factions, the Reds, Whites,
Greens aund Blues, and remarkably as with modern -day
sport there was somcthing of a trcnﬂfnr market for
the top charioteers!

A race was started with four or
ed behind the
Seven or ten laps was normal and the course was run
left<handsd. Three types of course official or as-
glotant can be ldentified. A mounted outrider, pos-
sibly a pacewaker; a Whipper-in', who directed horses
away from 4°n”oroasiy wide turns; and an 'axle spec-
ialict' who hurled buckets of water onto the chariot
ﬁhecls by way of lubrication to prevent overheating
in the coursze of o race! « The victor, having surviv-
ced the rigour »f a race was awarded the palm branch
and .laurel wreath .of wictory honour, as well as the
nore tangibl: winner's purse.

Mutside of Nome in the Fmpire circuses are known

cight teams align-

at Arles, Viennes, Paris, Trier, Nimes, and ILyons,
bu

t nonc have been identified in Britain, However
cvidencs fnar theatres and Qmphithentvns iz not want-
ing, nor . are graphic scenes in mosaics and on pottery
demonatzating anwctive interest in 6ladiatorial com-
pat. So why not also charioteering, which falls in
the same catezory of entertainment in the Roman wor-
Xl s "*7*4c horseiwanship in the area is emply demon-
strat-d by charist burials such as Garton Slack, and
in the ?.J?P neriod itself a mosalc pavement from
iston Alluztrates a charinteer of the Red faction .
s victor, There are also two Lincolnshire sxamble

£ ne carving illustrating chariotscrs, and the

&t
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starting gates at one end of the Circus,
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O the move" Urian Aycrs, oo distant director D the
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Humberoide Archazolosicol Unit and pr-

incipal superviwor of “site 'vrorly in Mll cince 19700
has departed the Riding to join the Horfolll Archaci-
logical Unit fo embark uvnon an excavation procrzimg
in Norwich. We wish hin every sucsess in ni~ new
post. Archaeology in our area will be the niorer

for Brian's leaving, but we may take come selfich
comfort from the imminent prospect of the first of
the reports under his pen in the Hull O1ld Toun Series
'Excavations in Chapel Lane Staithe', the very inp-
ortant and startlingly impressive medieval river-
ront excavation undertaken in thec winter ol 1077/8.
A nice leaving prescent on his part!

Inioy a rood walk? Then don't forpget the Prriczh
Boundary Surveyi A very sreat
deal of the Tast Riding remains uncovercd so far by

the Yorkshire Archacolozical 'Society led gsurvey.  Ef

souivould ‘Lilke to beat the boundg in the canrie of
archacological/historical rcsearch and cnjoy the deo=
lights of the Yorkshire countryside at ons and the
game time, contact Jean Dawes, our newly-~clected
Chairperson, who will provide Lurthor 11f>119t10n

and guidance on vhat iz recquired.

BExcavations Two non-Socicty excavations,which may

nevertheless provide onvortunity for
archaeological expericnce to those prcw"rod and able
to work on a regular day to day basi are the Saxon
cenetery site at Sancton and the Bronzo Arc Hill Fort
at Thwing. For further details of cach of these on=-
going projects contact (for Sancton) N,M.Reynolds,
Inspcctorate of Ancient Monumentg, 17 Atholl Cres-
cent, Edinburgh; and (for Thwing) T G.llanby, uscum
and Art Gallery, Chequer Road, Doncaster.

YoA.S, meeting The Medieval Scction of the Yorlkshire

Archaeological Society, in conjunct-
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ion with C,B.A. Group 4, is holding 2 one-~day nmeet-
ing on "The internretation of timber-framed build-
*nrr" at Olz "onont Clarendon Road, Leeds, on Satur-
day, 2lst July. Therc is a programue of morning lec-
tures on '"wildigs in their social and economic con-
textt, 'DNecording buildings', and !'Timber-framed buil-
dings in S. Yorkshire', by David Michelmore, Richard °
Horris and Peter Ryder respectively. In the after-
noon there ig a visit by coach to view some timber-
fromes in S. Yorkshire. The.day beging-at9.3%0an

and finishes at 6.50pm. - The meeting is opon to both
nenbers and non-members of the Y.A.S., and the cost
inclusive of coffee and coach trip is a bargain £2.
However, nuibers are limited to 45 s0 act promptly

if you wish to take advantage. Bookings should be
sent to the lMedieval Section, Y.A.S., Claremsnt,
Clarendon Road, Lecds.

cociety for Tendscape Studies This new Society cane
; to:birth:in Marchslact
with on insugural mecting at Leecds University. The
aimes ore "to nromote the study of the interaction of
man and his cenvironment as it ic reflected in the pr-
ccent face of the landscape and to encourage the ad-
option of a nulti-disciplinary approach to the inter-
pretation of 11 features of the landscape which have
been produced, modified, or exploited by man, what-
ever their date., These features will includz bounde-
aricen, field ﬁ'.tcmu, industrial development, settle-
nent patterns and the exploitation of wood, marsh

and uaﬁtc...tho Society will draw eupeclally on the
resourcsgs of adrial photovranhy, archaeology, arch-
ives, botany, G“"rﬁpﬂy, geonlogy, history, place-~
names ~n¢ s5oil sclence, with particular emphasis on
the cnlwl,ucrtﬂ“y roles played by fieldwork and doc-
umentary research," . A journal will accompany the
Society in its development, "enbornnla, paeyable ann-
wsh iy o 1ot T»wuer i 87 (See what n bargain R,
Rty iatl) blications to the Troasurer, Dr. H.T,
ﬁf ”b>grnphy, Univerzity, lLecds,






